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ADVERTISEMENT FROM THE OLD tDITION. 



The Lives of Good Men, wheft justly set forth, 
have ever been este^ned hy the tculy Wise, as a most Valiu 
able Treasure. They, as a Cloud of Witnesses, bear their 
Tcstimony in favour of GodTiness, and gMtly encourage 
Mankind to iihltate their Pious Examples. Nevertheless, j 
Biographers have generally been looked upon as a set of 
Writers, who are not very scrupulous respecting the Truth ^ 
hence they have frequently been despised by Men of dis- 
cernment, and their Writings but little regarded. There 
can, however, be no such objection brought against the 
following Narratives : for they were written by the 
Persons themselv»;s, \v ho a^eMen of the greatest Probity, 
and still in being.' i This-tcfng ihe.cise,*tii«y might easily 
be-detected, if any tlui?^ contTM-y to, .Truth were found in 
their Writings. ? * ' /'J'":, - 

Moreover, the i^aotsiner.tioncd it^ the accounts they 
have given of themselves, 'were Many 'of them transacted 
in public, and there are Multitudes of persons, both Friends 
and Enemies to the Preachers, who can witnefs the Truth of 
what they declare. 

But what will principally recommend them to all Lov- 
ers of Pure and Undefiled Religion is, fbat tbrp cmtain a 
m%re Rational and Scriptural Account of CHRISTIAN EX-' 
FERIENCE, than an^ jefgered to the P^blit. 
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REDEEMING LOVE. 
®v>. ^. * 'As 

NOW begins the Heavenly Theme^ 
. Sing aloud in Jesus* Name ; 
Ye who J E s u s"* goodness prove. 
Triumph in Redeeming Lo'ue. 

Ye who see the Father's Grace, 
Beaming ia.the Saviour's Face, 
While to Canaan on ymi move 
Bless and Praise Redeeming Lc?ve* 

Welcome all by Sin opprest, 
Welcome to a Sacred Rest ; 
Nothihg brought Him from abovCj 
Nothing but Redeeming Ltnie, 

He subdu'd th' infernal Pow'rj, 
His tremendous foe and ours. 
To their cursed Empire drove. 
Mighty in Redeeming Lo've, 

Hither then your Music bring, 
Strike aloud each joyful string 
Mortals join the hosts above ; 
Join to Praise Redeeming L'o've, 



X-i From! dist^iwdJ-1^ yvlvdre creatufQS dwellj 
Let rieav'n b^iJvthe $pfei3\M "V^'ord, 
And sound 11 (fre4afuj^(\awn to Hell. 
• ^ - •■ 

Mortals can you*f a"^Y Tongues, 
. When natitre^^'ardund y<5u Sings ? 
O ! for a shout from Old and Young, 
From humble Swains and lofty Kmgs. 

Wide as His vast Dominion lies. 
Make the Creator's name be known, 

.Loud as the thunders shout His praise. 
And sound it lofty as His 1 hrone. 

Jeho"^^ah! 'tis a Glorious Word, 
O may it dwell on every Tongue ; 

But Saints who best have Known the Lo&d, 
Are bound to raise the noblest bong. 

Speak of the wonders of that Love, 
Which Gabriel plays on every chord^ 

From all below, and all Above, 
Sing Hallelujahs to tbe Lordc 




A SHORT 



ACCOUNT 

Of 

Mr. JOHN PAWSON. 

To THE Riv. Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 
ilEV. SIR, 

I WAS born at Thorner near Leeds in York- 
ftire in the Year 1737. My Parents were reputa- 
ble People, belonging to the Church of England ; 
and, though flrangers to the Lift and Power of Re- 
^ ligion, would not fufifer me to cud headlong into the 
Vices of the age, but brought me up in the Fear of 
God, and gave me, according to their ability a Good 
Education. My Father being in the building bufi- 
nefs, brought tne up in the fame way : on which I 
entered in the Fifteenth Year of my Age. ' 

At this time I was ferious, and had no define to 
follow the Multitude to do evil. I attended the fer- 
vice of the Church conftanily, and met in a fmall 
Society of Church- people, belonging to the High- 
Church in Hull, where 1 lived wiih my Brother. i«- 
law. Whether thefe were acquainted with the PoW'^ 
tr of Religion, 1 know not, a$ 1 wn, at that tirne^ 
\ 
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EXPERIENCE OF 



entire Stranger to it royfeif ; yet I did not dtfubt'blit 

a]] was well with me, and thought if I died, I ihould 
certainly be happy with God, 

About the year 1755, I fell in Company with 
two Perfons who talked much concerning the Peo- 
ple called Metliodifts. I had then ati hatred agtinft 
them above all others, fuppofmg them to be a zveak^ 
and wichd People. 1 condemned them altogether; 
and had no defire either to hear them preach or to 
read any of their Writings. But from the account 
I that one of them gave of his Wife, who was a Meth- 
odift, 1 began to have a more favorable Opinion of 
them ; and thought I ihould be glad to hear fhero. 
Accordingly 1 went one evening with an intentioa 
to hear ; but when I came to the Door I was afliam- ^ 
ed to go in, and fo walked round the Preaching- houfe^ . 
and returned home. 

«i 

About the year 1756, 1 began, to follow ray Bu- 
finefs at Harewood-Houfe, the feat ot Edwin Laf- 
celles, Efq. Here 1 tell in with a Company of very 
wicked young Men ; & though I was preferved from 
following them into Grofs Sin, yet 1 was now a 
Greater Enemy to the Methodifts than ever. But 
about the year 1758, a young Woman, who was a 
Methodift, lent my Father two Sermons, preached at 
the Parifh Church in Leeds, by the Rev. Mr. Hen- 
ry Crooks, of Hunflet. He read them, and recom- 
mended them to me. In'reading thefe, I began to 
fee that I was not in a flate of Salvation. I faw iirft, 
that Juftification by Faith was the Doftrine of the 
Church of Englar^d ; anil fecondly,ihai the Scripture 
teaches it as neceffiry to Salvation. 1 alfo faw that 
the Methodifts were the People of God, and that 
they preached no other Doflrine than that which I 
fauad, even in ray Prayer-Book. 



MR. JOHN PAWSON. . ^ 

I NOW began to fpend my leifure hours in read- 
ing fuch Books 3S treat on that Sut je£l ; and was af- 
toniflied that 1 could not fee M^/A2«^j before. In 
the latter end of June I went to Otiy to hear a Meth- 
odift preach, when I y?s more furprifed than ever. 
The ferious, devout behaviour of the People llruck 
me with a kind of Religious Awe. The Singing 
greatly delighted me, and the Serioon was much bleft 
to my Soul. They fuflered me to day in the Soci« 
ety. ojceting, for which I had great caufe to blefs 
God. 1 returned home full of Good Refolutions ; 
but little thoughrvhat Trials were coming upon me, 
I thought, certainly none who love me can be of- 
fended at my feeking the Salvation of my Soul : but 
) foon found my miftake ; for thofe who had form- 
erly been my greateil friends, now became my open 
Enemies. All my Relations were exceedingly oi- 
iended, and threatened me much, if I would not leave 
this way. My Uncle in particular, who before prom- 
ifed to be kind to me, now refolved to leave me noth- 
ing.; which Rcfolution he m^de good. My Father 
^nd Mother were exceedingly troubled, fuppofing 
Bie to be totally ruined ; and my Brothers and Sifters 
were of the fame mind ; my Father threatened many 
times to turn me out of doors, and entirely todifown 
xne ; but the Love he had for me (I being his eldeft 
Son) moved him to ufe every means he could think 
of, to prevail on mc to forfake iSis dtfpiftd People^ 
whom he hated above all others : he mourned to lee 
nie run wilfully to my own ruin.'* My Mother 
alfo frequently wept much on my account. 

This was indeed a time of great trial to me. My 
Father's threatening to difinherit me, did not trouble 
me at all ; but the coniTi deration of the Danger their 
Souls were in, diftrctfed roe exceedingly. 1 there- 
fore did not regard what i fiifFered, fo my Parents 
xpight be brought out of their Egyptian Darknefs^ 
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To this end, I bought the bed Books I could meet 
lirith ; fome of which my Father read, but it feened 
to no good purpofe. 

About this time my Brother was awakened, and 
Silfo my younger Sifter's Hufband. My eldefi Sifter 
and her Hufband likewire began to have a favorable 
Opinion ot this way. This made my Father more 
(^•vere with me, luppofing I was the occafion of all 
this mifchief. For the prefent he prevailed on my 
Brother to hear this Pieaching no more. However, 
it was not. long before he fet out in the way of Salva« 
tion. My Father, when he faw he was fo far irom 
gaining ground, that he wa3 continually lofing it, 
grew exceeding uneafy, and knew not what courfe to 
take. However, he now entered upon a new Scheme : ' 
he began to be mild and gentle, and to ufe foft words. 
He told me, I might boy what Books I pleafed ; only 
I mud not go to hear the Preaching. I might leara 
as much, if not more, by reading Mr. VVefley's writ- 
ings, than by hearing the Lav- Preachers. He faid. 
the M^ihodifts being a People fo univerfaily hated, 
it would ruin my Chara6ter to go among them. 

I NOW found Ithard workto wi^hftand my Fatb« 
er's good nature. Accordingly, preaching being one 
Sabbath day near our houfe, I could not break thro^ 
When it was over, I walked into the Garden, and 
wept bfttcrly. From thence I went into a Solitary 
Place, where no one might fee me, and bemoaned 
myfelf before the Lord. Oh. the anguifli I then 
felt I 1 was fcarccly able to look up. My Father 
foon found me, and took me into thr Fields to fee the 
Gthfsand Corn. But this could afford me no relief ; 
he was grt-ally troubled on my account, fuppofing 
that 1 (hould run diftrafted. We returned home in 
time lo attend the Service of the Church : and in the 
Evening, according to our Cuftom, we reaci in our 
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•:0Wn toufe. When I had done reading, my Father^ 
• £eemed to approve of what I read. I was glad, and 
. began to Fpi^ak to him in as mild a manner a I could ; 
.but he was fooa much offended, and faid, " 1 find 
./• thou art now entirely ruined. I have ufed every 
** means I can think of, but all to no purpofe. I re- 
" joiced at thy Birth, and I once thought thou waft 
as hopeful a Young Man as any in this town ; but 
nx)w i Chall have no more comfort in ihee» fo long 
as I live. Thy Mother and I are now grown old, 
I** and thou makeft bar lives quite miferable : thou 
-/Vwiit bring down our gray hairs with forrow to the 
Grave ; thou intendeft to make my houfe a Preach- 
ing-houfe, when once my Head is laid ; but I (hall 
'••take care it fliall never be thine. No; 1 will leave 
all I have. to the Poor of the Parifli, before the 
Metbpdifts ihall have any thing to do with it." 

• I WAS exceedingly afffrftcd whil&he fpokein ihh 
.manner. He then defired me to promife I would 
hear this preaching no more. 1 told him (when I 
'could fpeak for weeping) that if I could fee a fuffi. 
cient reafon, I would make him that promife ; but 
not till then. He replied, " Well, 1 fee thou art 

quite ftupid : I may as w.ell fay nothing : the Meth« 
*• odifls aretbe moft bewitching People that ever liv- ' 

ed ; for when once a perfon hears them, it is im- 
"pofTible to perfuade them to return back again.'* 
I then left him, and went to bed ; but my trouble 
WIS very great. I was tempted to think that I was 
difobedient to my Parents ; but I clearly faw that I 
muft obey God rather than Man ; and that I mufl o- 
bey them only fo far as was coufiHent with His Will. 

My Brother and I now began to rake Sweff Coun* 
ftl together : and we flrove to oblige our Parents 
with all our might ; taking panicuiar care that no 
Bufinefs was negle&ed on apcount of our i^oin^u 
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'.-ic to hear ; our Society alfo increafed, wTiu 
matter of great joy to mc ; but it was my cor 
Prayer, thai the. Lord wou^d ta\e away my hei 
Jlqnt, and give me a heart of Jlejh. I crifed D; 
Night unto Him, that he would give roe a Brhk 
a Contrite Heart, and.it was not long ere he in 
HIS car, 1 went to hear the Word at a neigl 
ing Village, when, in the beginning of tli€ S< 
the Power of God came mightily upon me ar 
ny Others. . All on a fuddcn my Heart wa 
Melting Wax, my SouLwas jdiflrefled above 
ure. I cried .^loud with, an '.exceeding bitter 
the trouble andiaqguilb of Spirit that i laboun 
dcr, far exceeding all deicription. The arro 
the Almighty ftuck Uft in my flcfli.and the"] 
of them drank up my Spirits yet iii the hei 
iqy diftrefs I could bl^fjs the.LoKD,:tbat he had 
ed me that which i had (b long fought for* 
Jought th^ Lord wi-th tny whote Hearty and tu^ 
no opportunity oj hwirrg His Word, or- of zo^ 
upon Him in every Means of Grace ; yet many 
I did not hear one half of the Sermon, my d 
being fo exceeding great, i had fuch a cleai 
and deep ijeofe of my exceeding linfulnefs, that 
humbled in the. dUft:. r daily .walked moan 
before the LoiH). :The. things'of thiff "VV^orld 
made (juite bitter to me ; i could.iake no deli 
any of them, my mind teing fo occupied with 
for my paft SinSj and with defire; to bcs.dc^i 
from them.' My Buijnefs becairi'e a burdcfl tc 

was quite coniuTefJ, and broiight very low ; { 
liny one, who lpol<tti on me, mi^litjfte.in my ( 
tcnance the Dirfrefs of jxiy Mina Vfor 'j'was o 
very Brink of Defpiir; . , ■ . 

On e Morning as I walked in the Fields, beroc 
myfetf like Epl^^aim bf old, my -Heart funk 5 
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Vit was all in vain for me toexp<*ft any Mercy. But 
the l.OKD would not fuOR^r the Spirit 10 fail before 
him, and the Soul which he had made. He revived 
my drooping Heart wiih that comfortable word, "O 
tarry thou the Lord's leifure ; be flrong, and He 
(hall comfort thine Heart." / was now, for a fea« 
fon, enabled both to hope and quietly to wait tor the 
Salvation of God* 

About this time one of my Acquaintance wat 
1>rou^ht to enjoy a Ciea^ Senfe of th^ Lox^e ol God, 
when he had only heard about three Sermons. 1 his 
utterly contounded me: / could in no. wife account 
for it. /did not confider, that one day with the 
LoA^ is as a ihoufand \earh. / thought be wasde* 
ceived, and that it was impotTible he ihould be con- 
verted fo foon"; but the next Morning the Preacher 
gave public thanks to GoD on his account. / was 
Chen conftrained to believe all was well with him. / 
ireiurhed Home, and immediately retired into my 
Chaniber ; but here / had not fuflScient opportunity 
to give vent to my Griefs / thereiore walked into 
the Barn, where / thought no one could fee or hear 
me. Here / prayed, and wept, and roared aloud, 
my dtOrefs beiiig greater than / was well able Co bear t 
yet / wasi.ot quite without Hope, but expeQed, vile 
as / was, that the X.OKD would at lad be gracious 
unto me. But / was not fo privdte as I fuppofed ; 
for I found my Brother was in another part of the 
Barn, in as great cTiflrcfs as myfelf ; and my Father 
and Mother foon heard our cries, and came to us, and 
JO a little time my eldeft Sifter aiid her Huftand. We 
were now fix in number, and all in the fame di/hefs. 
1 fuppofe, if foroc of the good Chriiliansot the Age 
bad either feen or heard us, they would have con- 
cluded we were all quite bcfide ourfelves. H.^wev- 
e/, though the Children wtre Vitou^v vci >Jwl\> 
iherc ws$ not firengib 10 bni^^i ^uvOa* \^wx\»»R.^ 
B 
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deflltute of comfort but lledfafti/ purpofe ^ 10 abidS» ^.^ 
as 4t the Door of Mcrcy» 

One Saturday evening T went to a little Village 
to hear preaching ; and it being a new place, abun« 
dance ot People gathered together. The Poroer of 
God fo accompanied the IVord that many began to 
tremble. There was a mighty Jhaking among the Dry 
Bones, and the Power oi the Lo r d was not only prcf- 
enc to wound, but ~to heal aUo ; for this night my 
Father found Redemption in^lhe Blood of Jejus^ and 
Ihe Preacher gave public thanks on hit account. ~ 
When I Ueard that ray Father had obtained Mercy, I 
vas fo lar from being able to rejoice with him, thai 
my SobI funk as into the belly hell. " I heard very 
little ot the Sermon, but continued kneeling all the 
lime of fervtce ; and after it was ended, I ftill contin- 
ued trembling, weeping, and crying aloud tor Mercy. 
I returned home as well as I was able ; for my bod« 
ily ftrength was quite exhaufted. *• My head was aa 
the waters, and mine eyes became as a Fountain of 
tears." / tdsls truly willing to be faved by Grace^ / 
%ua5 naked, and jlrii)ped of all, I had nothing of my 
own to depend upon for Lfe and Salvation, I had 
ncthing to pay ; no Money or Price to bring zoith mc 
to procure the favour of Gu I) • 

I PASSED this Night in forrow and great heavi* 
nefs, and was glad wtien the Day returned. It was 
the Lord's Day, and the Preacher intended to meet 
our Society, in order to wreftic with Gon in behalf 
of thofe wno were in diflrefs* I went with a Heart 
full of forrow, panting after the LoRD as the Hart 
mfttr the Water \rooks. The fervice began, and the 
Power of God was prefent in a Wondeiful manner ; 
when Prayer was made in behalf of thofe who were- 
in dinreh. I was bowed upon my knees to the mid* - 

ol the Room, and, i{pol&b\e,'wa^^\i\ ^\'i»*« 
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guifli of Spirit than ever before, 1 heard one, wLofe 
voice 1 knew, cry for Mercy with all his mighr, as if 
he would rerid ihe very Heavens. QuicA-y after, in 
the twinAling of an eye, all my trouble was gone^ my 
Guilt and Condemnation were removed, and I was fiU 
ltd with Joy unfpeakable, I K.N livv b\ experience^ 
that ihe Lokd was rn'.rcijulto my unrigJiUoa'r.eJs^ 
and remembered viy fins no more. The Love of Cj^jU 
was Jlitd abroad in my dear 1 loved h:nj trcin a:i 
experimental fenfe of his L ;ve to nie. O how my 
Soul triumphed in the GoD <A my Scilvation ! This 
Giorious Deliverance was wrought by his Holy Spir- 
it applying thefe words, '* Thou art mine.** Some 
time after, nay Brother told me the W^ rds were ia 
the Prophecy ot Ifaiah ; 1 rofe early in the morning 
and took my Bible, which 1 opened at random, and 
they were the firft Words I caft ray eyes upon ! Ifai* 
ah xliii. I. This was a kind of renewal of the prom* 
ifeof God to mf» and 1 was enabled to praife him 
the more* 

The day upon which the Lord brought my Soul 
ontof prifon, was Sabbath, the j6 h of March, 1760, 
which, I trufl, I (hall thankfully remembi^r fo long 
as 1 live. The Change palTed upon my Soul was ex- 
ceeding great. 1 was brought out of ddrknefs into 
Marvellous Light — out of mifcrable bondage into 
Glorious Liberty — and out of the moU bitter diflrefs 
into Unfpeakable Happinef \ 1 had not the lea ft doubt 
of my acceptance with God : but was iu!!y alTured, 
that he was reconciled to me through ih<? Meriis of 
His Sok, who was now unfpeakdbly precious to my 
SouL I was alfo fully fatisfied, that I was born of 
God, or renewed ia the Spirit of my mind, and 1 
tould heartily praife the Lord that He had taken 
that fevere method in bringing me Home to UicnfelC* 
For by this means my JuR.\&c5ii\AOtv >n^^^o ^^"^x 
that 1 could Dciihcr doubi nox lew \ vV^"^ >^ 
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Spirit of God. in renewing ray SouT, was ilfo thf 
more confpicuous : and this caufed mc to prize th( 
Liberty into which I was brought, and made me nor 
afraid of being entangled again with the Yoke of Bort^^ 
dagc. I now walked comfortably with Goo, etv 
joying Sweet Communion with Him. 1 could hot 
do and fuflfer His will with all Chcerfulnefs. Yfe^^ 
Satan foon began to affdult me, and laboured tope%v' 
plex me with evil realoning * telling me, 1 Siould not 
always have fo great a value for Goo, or for Spir« 
itual Things, as I now had : but as I was happy fof 
the prefent, I did not regard all he could fay, know- 
ing that 1 had nothing to do with hereafter. I katt 
only to live h the Fa th of the So oj GoD, whtk- 
' now appeared as altogether lovely. 

About fix Weeks after, the Preacher propofed 
dividing our little Society into two claiTes, and de« 
fired mc to meet one of them 'I'his was a fore Tri. 
al to me ; but when he ir?Gftedon my doing it, I wa« 
obliged to take up the Crofs. From the fii ft or fpc- 
ond time I met it, / continually walked in the L gh^ 
of GoD*s Countenance ; no Creature Jha^ed my affec* 
tionswith God ; but I /jrved Ihm with an unctiui, 
Jed Heart. I had no diflrcjing Temf^tation^^but had 
con/lant power ever all Jin ; Jo that I lived as upon^ 
the Borders Heaven. 

About tJ]i5 time my elder Sifter, and my young- 
er Sifter's Hulband were brought into the Chriftian 
Liberty ; and a little alter, my Mother and younger 
Sifter. This gave me freOi caufe to biefs the LoKOi 
far his Goodnefs. 

Decfmber 9%, 1760, the Lord fpoke Peace to 
Biother, while I was praying with him. Now 
J hdd more caufe to praife the Lokd than before* 
Mf JSxoibcf iiad laboured for YiVigV^^^%s 
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diflrers of Mind, and was many times brought toihe 
brink of Defpair. 1 do not remember to have feeo 
any one in the like circuit) fiances for fo long a time. 
But God broke all his Bonds afander, and caufcd 
him to walk in the Light oi Hi5 Countenance. 

We now began to have a public Meeting for Pray, 
ing every Sabbath evening ; but bad no Pei Ton among 
us who could give a word of Exhortation. This 
troubled me much ; for I was afraid the People 
would grow weary oi coming together, if we contin- 
ved only to (ing and pray, as they were obliged 10 
iland or kneel all the time. I thought it would be 
much better to read a Sermon to them, that (hey 
might fit down a Tuile. Accordingly 1 got the Ho- 
milies of the Church, which were entirely new to ilie 
People. Thefe 1 read, and, as 1 was able, explain- 
ed ; in doing which 1 found Great Liberty. This 
proved a blefling to many. But the Minifter of the 
rariQi (being an open Enemy to all that is Good) 
began to be offended, and laboured to prejudice the 
People againfl me. He feemed not to rt^gard what 
he faid either in public or private, it by any means 
he could turn the People afide. But they did not if- 
gard him : nay, the more he faid, the worfe tl.ey lil-.. 
ed him ; fothat when he faw he could prevail noth. 
ing, he determined to leave the Tuwn, which in a lit- 
tle time he accordingly did. When 1 had read the 
inoft profitable of the Homilies, I took Mr. Buik'.ti. 
on the New Teflament, and read many panicuUr 
palTages therein, and enlarged where 1 thought it 
needful. 

After this, I b^gan to take the Bible itfelf, and, 
in my poor manner, expounded part of a Chapter 
from time to time: and, nolwithft.dudv.^^vcv'^ 
ciency, much Gooil was done, 'B\3k\\.\\\%«T.^^v>\^?\^^ 
to frelb T/iaJs: the Peop\c hooi ^v:\^^^^<v>^ 
a Z 
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Societies bertfi to invite me to go and giire tbem ^ 

worri of Exhortation ; bot, as I well knew mv ow^ 
weaknr^fs, I abfolutety refufed. Bat the AflTiflai^ 
prevailed on mc to go to a Neighbouring Town 
a Sunday Evening. The People, whether I woul ^ 
or not, thruft me into the Fulpit. 1 trembled exceec^ 
ingly : however, 1 fpoke as well as I could and the 
fame Evening returned Home, greatly afhamed of 
what I had faid.* I was in hopes tliey would iroi»« 
ble me no more ; but fo far was I deceived in tbis^ 
that, about Lady-Dav, I762, the Affidant employed 



ii^hat courfe to take ; yet 1 durft not decline the 
Work. However, 1 was almoft determined to re- 
move into Tome diflant pan of the Country, but the 
Love I had for the Society to which I belonged^ 
would not fuffer me. I was, therefore, obliged ta 
do whatl could, and I found God was with m6* 

In Auguft following the Conference was at Leeds, 
and the hfTiAant defired me to attend ; 1 took up my 
Crofs and went. Several Young Men were propo- 
fed as Candidates for Travelling Preachers, and I a« 
mong the reft. When you, Sir, afked roe if I was 
Villing to give up myfelf to the Wc rk. 1 told you I 
"Was confcious of ray. inability, but if you and the 
Brethren thought good to make trial of me, I (hould 
deliver myfelf up to you. Accordingly, 1 was or- 
dered for the York Circuit. When 1 was gone, 
God raifed up my Brother to take my place, who 
was {oon as well beloved by the people as I had been, 
I had till now met a few people in Harewood v here 
I bad followed my bufinefs. 1 had fufTered much in 
;my mind on their account, as } had no hope of any 
fettled preaching there. As all the Town4)elonged 
to one gentleman, I thought he would never fuffer it ; 
Md as DO one could receive the Preachers without 
hji coafent, my Jabour would be la ^im, '1^^ 1t» 
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Feopte here were alfo much cad down, whetr they 
heard I vras going to leave theor. But afte-r my re« 
maval, I was invited to preach among ibepa, which X 
accordingly did, to a Multitude whj came together; 
»nd from xh^t time they have had the Gofpel preach* 
ed among them;, and, to the gteat furprife or miuy, 
without any &f that oppofiiion they fo mucb expecu 
ed. 

I NOW entered upon my Clrcoif.. Here the Afliff- 
ant behdved to me with all the tendtrnt-fs of a Pa- 
renl» and the other Preachers afttd, in iheir placet, 
in I ke manner : the People not only bore wiih my 
wedknef«,but feemed glad 10 Cre me wherever 1 came 
and 1 often faund myfelf unfpeahabiy bl^ftin fpeak- 
ing :o them. 1 dtt&red nothing more than to glorify 
G:jD with my B .dy and Spirit, which 1 knew he 
had redeemed. Yet I met with many Trials frooi 
various qaarters. And in many places the Piefs^- 
Giogs attended our Preaching, and threatened what 
they would do ; but the Lord reftrained ;kemr la 
other places we had much P. rfecuiioo, efpeciAllv io 
Beverly, where the Magi Urates abf<*lu»ely refufing 
to do us juftice, we feldonrr could preach wiih any 
degree of fatisfaftion to oiirfelves, or ihofe who de* 
fired to hear us. When we co^p^ained againll three 
Young Men who diilurbed us much, and ihey were 
brought betore the M ivnr and Aldermen, they faid 
the inlormation was tnfufficient, being only frgned 
by myfelf. The Mayor then infilled, that I had beeo 
examined upon Oaih before him, and that havin^^ 
fworn to Men that 1 did not know, he would indin 
me fo»' Pf f jury, and fend me to York Caftle. Wliea 
they would permit me to fpcrik, 1 told them, that 
vWas fo far from having taken a t^lfe Oath, that 1 had 

. tyi^en no Oath at all ; that ^heie were now prefent 
w^e very fufficient Witneffvi^^ vj\vo wo>3\^^'^^^ 

^dik, ii it wa$ result cd| vlas^v x^t\Cu« \ iiww^i.^ 
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ei Pt^rfon haci taken any Oath on the occafion V/fiea 
thry heard this, they began to be « little ru"?^ Cdim; 
but as they were deipf rained lo do j il!ic« , we 

quieily withdrew. However, the W, k « f GwD 
profp^red much in thofe parts this yeai ; nuny jom- 
eH the iiocietv, aod many found Redimpiionia the 
J5/tfc?i of Jesus. 

The next year 1 and three others were%rdered la- 
io the Haworth Circuit We found the People in 
thofe parrs in a very lanjruifliing condition. There 
feemed an univerfal mourning for the lofs of that 
eminent fervani of God, Mr. GrimQiaw. who died 
the year before, Many faid, Farewell to all profper- 
ity in tbefe parts ; the Work of God will come to 
nothing. But, to our unfpeakable comfort, there 
was a BlefTcrd Revival ; the Society was exceedingly 
quickened and enlarged ; and it was thought there was 
more good done in this otie Year, than ia four Years 
put together before. 

In Auguft, !764» I .was ordered for Norwich.— 
Here the Congi^gaiions were in general very large, 
while our Society increafed conOderably. Bjt du- 
ring the winter we had almoft continual Mobbing. 
The Rioters frequently broke the windows, inter- 
rupted us in Preaching, and abufed the People when 
Service was ended. We made complaint to the 
Mayor, but he would not do us Juflice ; which en- 
couraged the Rioters, and led them to commit iliil 
greater outrages. 

/was now removed to Colchefter for a feafon, 
when preaching had juQ begdn in a place about fix 
miles from it, Hf re they did not treat us in a friend- 
ly manner: The Mob, being encouraged by the 
Church Wnrdeni, were cxc^-fdiug violem. Tlx^fe^-^ 
MJiwbled in great numbers beloit %Vi^i \io\xlt^\iW\^^ 
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got a drum and a large quantity of horns, with wBich 
ihcy made fuch a prodigious noife, that the People 
could not hear. Meantime, the ConHahle andi 
Church Wardens came into the houfe, and afked me 
if / would go with them to the Quarter- Seffions the 
next day. / io!d them J would. They faid, Thea 
we need not (hrw you the JafMce'* order, / then 
defired our Friends to bring i«> Horfe. They faid, 
you had be'ier wdlk to the end of the Town, /did 
fo ; the Moo gave me a free pai&ge, but followed 
tnp, beating the Drum, founding their Horni> and 
flloutmg with all their might, /walked (lowly down 
the (Ireet before them, in great peace and trar quility 
of mind. When we c*jme to the Biidge, at the end 
of the Town. / flopped till my Hoife c^me. They 
now epcompaffi'd me on every fide, vet none of thena 
ftiuck nvc, or fi> much as call any Dirt or Stones at 
roe, although / had no man with me. Bat after / 
was gone, they abufed the Poor People, who had 
come from Colcheiier with' me, very much* 

The next day / appeared at the Seffions, The 
principal Jtiftice was a Ciergvman. bekinging to the 
Cathedral in Canterbury, a vtry candid, Jtnfiblt Gtn* 
tleman. Hie faid be vTould not have me think he had 
fLOi for m^ by way of perfecution ;. but as complaint 
bad been m^d" to him bv the Church- Wardens, and 
others of the /nbabitants of Nayland, that certain 
Strangers, who a61ed in the c^p^city of Prtacbers^ 
had com'* at uofeafonable Hours in the Night, and 
made very i^reai rKfturb^rces in ihe Town, he, as one 
of his M i^'Uy's Juflicf*s of the Peace, was obliged tOt 
cr quif' into it, and iherefore rf qjiirpd nae to anf-.ver 
to ' Cftaw Quefiions dxdwnup in vViiring. He read 
the Q .r'ili.)ns, and / mTvered them, fo that he was 
quite faiii-fif-d, and promif:^d, that we ihoald have 
pMkce lor the time *o come \ b\xv\vo^^4i. 
iS^ive dl tb^t was pa&^ 
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In a litt!e timr / retorned to Norwich, \rhcir j( 
fpeat the remaining part of ihe Year io great peace. 
We were obliged to preach in the open air all that 
Sumaier: We had alfo a good profpeCl of a RevU 
valoJ the Work of God in Yarmouih, having prd% 
cured a convenient Cbaprl, which had been built for 
the Anabaptifis. We had abundance to hear from 
time to time, and much f;ood v as likely to have been 
di>ne : but one of our Le<iders turning C«'vinift, fow* 
ed fuch difcord among tbe Society, that nothing but 
Confufion foliowed : the People fcattcred fo effc£l. 
vally, thdt the Wound then given could never be 
Iieated. 

From hence / went to BirHal, in YorkQilre, and 
fpent a year with much fati^fafiion, my own Soul 
being frequently comforted, while the Work of 
God in a good lueafure revived. 

The two following Years / fpent in Lancaffiire. 
The firft of which wai exceeding agreeable : oaly 
the death of my dear fellow-labourer, Paul Green* 
wood, exceedingly aSsGted roc. On the one band / 
mightily rejoiced that fo dear a Servant of God was 
taken to Lis Reward; and on the o^faer, / mourned 
bitterly at the iofs of fo dear a Friend. The laft 
Year J fpent in thefe parts was a lime of great Trial 
on various account!* 

Fr OM LancaOiire I went to Staffjrdfhire, and Haii 
on]y one Year. But I had the fatisfaflion to fee the 
Woik of God greatly revive ; many New Societies 
were raifed, and a confiderable »^umber of the Old 
Ones were quickcd and eilabUSi:d. 

The two following Yc^its 1 fpeni vrv LiOtv4<^^ 
fw;A fome degrpc of faiUUftlou \>o\.Vi\o m^j^^W »\ 
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mihert i but cannot fay much concerning the fdccefa 
of my labours here. 

From London I went to Brlftol, where I contin- 
ued thrtre Yf'ars. 1 have reafon to blefs God, that 
my poor Labours were acceptable, and, I hope, ia 
fome meafure, ufeful to the People* 

The four foil '^winfr Y?ars I fpent about Leeds 
and Bi'ft^l, in Y« ik/h.re. In ihe latter of thefe 
there was a very great revival of Religion. Hun* 
dreds oi i^ioners were awakened, and turned from 
the evil of their ways ; and many received a com« 
fortdble ajjuranct of the Favour of God, 

From Yotkfliire I am a^ain returned to London* 
What lucCi trials, or comforts 1 may meet with, 
I know not.; but 1 am fiill determined to continue 
at my Matter's feet, that he may fulfil in me a'l the 
Good Pleafure of his Goodnefs, and the Woik of 
faith with Power. 

With regard to the Arainian Confrovcrfy, al« 
though 1 have frequently heard the Calvini its. preach* 
and alfo read many of their writings ytt I never had 
ike Uajl dcubt ^/Christ% tafimg dtath for Every 
Man, or of His miliingtujs to favc to the latcrnukfi^ 
ALL whe iomc unto Qo'b through, Him. 

I ami 

Rev. Sir, 

Yours, Ice. 

JOHN PAWSON. 



SwiBT ATFLiCTioff....lChron.X3ntii!.ll*lfc 

Ii Vlie floods of Tribulation, 
hilc the billows o'er rae roll, 
Jesus whispers consolation, ^ 

And supports my fainting Soul 4 
'Sweet affliction, 

That brings Jesus to my Soul. 

Thns the Lion yields mc Honey ; 

From the eater food is giv*n } 
Strengtheri'd thus, I ^till press fbrwardi 

Singing as I wade to Heav*n : 
Sweet affliction, 
Antl rny Sins are all forgiv'n, 

^Mid the gloom the vivid Liglitningi 
With increasing brightness play ; 
^ 'Mid the r1iori>-brake sweetest flow'ieti 
I 00k more beautiful and gay i 
Sweet affliction, 

That brings Jesus to my boul. 

IS0, in darkest dispensations, 

Doth m> faithful Lord appeaff 
With his richest consolations^ 

f o re-animate and cheer : 
Sweet affliction, 
. Thus to bring my Saviour near. 

Floods of Tribulation heighten, 

Billows still around me roar. 
Those who know not Christ, they frighteh j 

Eut my Soul defies their posv'r ; 
Sweet Affliction, 

Thus to bring my ^aviour near. 

In tlic ^ acred pa^c recorded, 
'J hus Wis Wofd seairely stands \ 

*' Fear not, I'm in trouble near thee, 
** Nouc.ht shall pluck thee from roy hand**** 

Sweet aflfiction, 

Ev'ry word my love demands. 

AlH meet I find assists me 

In my uath to Beav'nly Joy, 
Where, though \ rials now attend m| 

Trials uevcr more annoy : 
Sweet affliction, 
Ev'ry promise gives nie joy. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF 

Mr- JOHN HAIME. 

To THE Rev. Mr. J0«N WESLEY. 

REV, SIR, 

I WAS born at Shaft(bury, DorfetOiire, io X710.* 
My Fdther followed f^ardening, and brought me 
up to the fame employment ior feveral years ; but I 
did not like it, and longed for fome bufinefi (bat 
would allow me more liberty, in the mean time, I 
was very undutitul to my Parents, and much givea 
to cuffing, fwearii g, lying, and Sabbath- breakii g.— 
But I was not eafy in this way, being often afraid, 
that the devil would carry roe away. 

I WAS then placed with my IJncle to learn to 
make buttons. 1 liked this weil at firft, but was foon 
tired oi it. However, I ilaid out the year. Bur my 
ITocle then removing to Blandford, 1 was out of bu* 
finefs. 1 wrought in many places, but fla\ cd in none, 
being like a troubled Sea, that cannot rcA. After 
fom- time, I went to my Uncle ai Blandford. and 
wrought with him about 4 quarter of a Year. But 
fiill I fotsnd no fatisfaflion in any thing, neither in 
workmg, eating, drinking, nor even m fl^eping ; 
though neiihci fmyfelf, nor any of my Acquaintance 
oould imagine what was the matter WwVi 
£oMs lime altcr^ as I was woiWin^ aXwfc^^^"^^ 
c 
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vti broke in upon me, with reafonings concerning 
the being of a God. till my fcnfes were almoft gone. 
He then fo (Irongly tempted me to blafpheme Goo, 
that I could not wiibftand. He then told me " 7 hoti 
art inevitably damned." And I readily believed him. 
For I thought, though 1 have not curfed GoD ouu 
wardly, yet he looketh to the heart. This confider- 
aiion HMide me fink into defpair^ as a ilone into the 
mighty waters. 

1 NOW began to wander about by the River Gdc, 
and through Woods and foiitary Places, many times 
locking up to Hcav(n with a heart ready to break, 
thinking I had no part there. I thought e.very one 
h. iipy bot myfelt : the Devil continually telling me, 
there was no Mercy for me. Yet I thought it waa 
hard to be banifhed Forever from the prefence of « 
nercilul God. I cried to Him for help ; but ! 
found no relief ; it feemed to be all in vain. So-I 
faid, like the Men of Judah, There is nn hope ; and 
then gave the reins to my evil defires ; not caring 
which end went foremoft, but giving myfelf op a* 
gain to wicked company, and all their evil ways. 

If at any time I grew uneafy again, I (lifled it by 
drinking, ("wearing, card playing, lewdnefs, and the 
like works of darknefs, which 1 then purfued wiih 
all greedinefs. And I was haftening on when the 
Great Tremendous GoD met tne as a Lion in the 
way, and his H'.dy Spirit whom I had been fo long 
grieving returned with greater force than ever, i 
bad no reft day or night. I was afraid to go to bed, 
left the Devil (hou'd fetch me away before morning. 
I was afraid to (hut my eye^, left I (hould awake ia 
Bell. 1 was terrifi^'d when iiflrep ; fometimes dream- 
ing that many Devils were in the room, ready to 
take me away ; fometimes that the World was at an 
end, and I was not ready to appear before the Ju DCS 
of Quick and Dtad^ At other times 1 thought i faw 
ibc Woild oairc^ andihc wicVLcdleliioWxuvW^. 
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in, with myfelf among thcra, and when I awoke my 
fenfes were almoft gone. 

I WAS often on the point of deflroying myfelf, 
and was flopped, 1 knew not liow, Then did 1 weep 
bitterly : 1 moaned like a Dove ; 1 chattered like a 
Swallow. But 1 thought, though my an^ruiOi is ve. 
ry greats it is not like ihofe who are lifiing up their 
eyes in tarments. 1 hen, for a few moments, 1 felt 
thankfulnv ls to GoD. But (liil the thoughts ot 
J}eaih and Jfudgm'nt followed roe clofe for upwards 
of two Years, till all my bodily flrength was gone. 
Kpttirning home one day, and fitting down in a chair, 
mv Mother obferving my pale look and low voice, 
aflced, " What is the matter wfih you ?" But I duift 
not tell her : To I turned it off. 

One night, as I was going to bed, I durft not lie 
down without Prayer. So falling upon my knees I 
be^an to confider, *• What can 1 pray for ? 1 have 
neither the will nor the power to do any thing 
good." Then it darted into my mind, •* 1 will not 
pray ; neither will 1 be beholden to GOD tor Mer- 
cy." I arofe from my knees, without Prayer ; and 
laid me down ; but not in peace. I never had fuch 
a night before. I was as if my very body had been 
in a fire ; and I had a hell in my confciencc. I was 
thoroughly perfuaded the devil was in the room : 
and 1 fully expefted every moment, that he would 
be let loofe upon me. I jud^^ed myfelf to be one 
of the worft creatures that God ever made. 1 
thought 1 had finned beyond the reach of Meicy. 
Yet all this time I kept to the Churcii, though 1 
was often afraid to go, left the Church or the Tow* 
• er (hould fall upon me. 

In fpring, 1 was employed by a Tanner, to go 
wiih his carriage, and fetch dried bark. As 1 was 
returning by myfelf, I was violently tempted to 
\>Uiphemc, yea, and bate GoD ; u\\ ^vVw^V.Vw* 
iog d Hick in my hand, 1 ihit\f *\\ vi>«^^^ VL^wtiXs 
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•gaiDft GOD» with the utmoft enmity. Immedtateljr 
I [dw in the clear element, a creature like a Swai\ 
but much larger* part black, part brown. It fle«r 
tt me, and went juft over my head. Tben it went 
about forty yards, lighted on the giound and flood 
flaring upon me. This was in a clear day, about 
twelve o'clock : I ilrove to pray, but could not. 
At length God opened my mouth. 1 haflened 
home, praying ail the way, and earneftly refolvingto 
fin no more. But I Toon forgot my rcfolution, atid 
multiplied my fins, as the fands on the Sea-fliore. 

To complete all, I enlifted mylelf for a foldier, 
in the Queen's Regiment of Dragoons. When we 
marched for Gloucefter, on Chriilmas-day in the 
morning, ijqq ; the thoughts of parting with all my 
friends, my w ife, and Children, were ready to break 
my heart. My fins likewife came all to my rememi- 
brance, and my troubles iocreafed night and day.-« 
Keverthelefa, when I became acquainted with my 
comrades, I foon returned as a dog to his vomit.~ 
Yet God foon renewed my good defires. I began 
to read, and pray, and go to Church every day.— ^ 
But frequently I was fo tempted there, that it wm 
as much as / could do, to avoid blafpheraing aloud. 
Satan fuggefted, •* Curfe him, curfe him 1" perhapa 
an hundred times. My heart as often replied *' Not 
•No I No r' Then he fuggeft^d, Thou haft finned 
agamft the Holy Ghost." But 1 ftill cried unto 
God though the Jncp waters flawed over- me, and 
ddpair clofed me in on every fide. 

Soon after we marched to Camp at Kingfclear 
in Hampfbire. Thence we removed to Winter- 
quartl^rs at Farrin^on. / was dill deeply miferable 
fhrought Gn; but not coaqaeror over it. This was 
£ill my languai^e, 

Here I repent^ and sin again : 
*'Now I revive, and now am slain ! 

Shin with the same ut\V\app^ Aai\, 
u WhiOi Oh 1 too oftfiu wwBd&mi YmtlV^ 



AVTER this / quartered at Highwortl) in Wilt* 
ihire , Among many old Books v^hich were here. 
J fourd on'! enttiled, ** Grace abounding to the chief 
of Sinners." I read it with the utmoft attention, 
and found his cafe nearly refembled ray own. Hav- 
ing foon aFter orders to march for Scotland, we 
marched the fir ft day to Banbury, where / found a*^ 
gain, in a Book- feller's fliop, Qrace abounding to 
the chief of Sinners.*' J bought it, and thought it 
the beft book J ever faw : and again / felt fome 
hope of M^rcy. Ja every Town where we ftayed, 
/ went to Church. But i<lid not hear what / want, 
ed, Behold the Lamb Cod, who tahctA away 
the Sin of the World I 

Being come to Alnwick, Satan defired to have 
me, that he might fift me as wheat. And the hand 
of the Lord came upon me with fuch weight, as 
mdde me roar for very anguifh of fpirit. J could 
truly fay, The arrows of the Almighty are within 
me : the poifon wheyeof^ drinkttk up my fpirit s,— 
Many times / flopped ta the flreer, afraid to go one 
ftep farther, lefl / fbould flep into hell. Then/ 
cried unto the Lord and fjid, ** Why haft thou fti 
me as a mark f Let loofe thy hand and cut me off^ 
that I fin no mo^e againji the.'' I fdid, *' Is ThT 
Mercy clean gone for ever ? And muft / perifh at 
the Uft ? Save, Lokd, or I perifh But there was 
DO aniwer. So al) hope was cut off. 

1 NOW read, and fafted, and went to Church, and 
prayed feven times a day. One day as / ivaiked h'y 
the Tweed fide. I cri«d eut aloud, being all athirft 
for God, Oh thar thou wouldfl hear my Prayer, 
and let my cry come up before thee \** The LOhipk 
beard : he fent a gracious anfwer : he lifted me up 
out of the dungeon. He took away all my forrow 
and fear, and filled my foul with Peace and Joy in 
the HuLY Ghost. The dit^tn 

c A 
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was truly free ; and had 1 bad any to guide me, I 
need never more have come into bondage. But I 
was fo ignorant, I thought I (hould know war no 
more I began to be at eafq in Sion, and forgot to 
watch and pray, tili God laid bis hand upon me a« 
gain. I then again went mourning all the day long i 
till one Sabbath,. as I was going to church, I flood 
AilL like a condemned criminal before his judge* 
and faid, " Lord what am f ?oing to Church for. i 
have nothing to bring or oflF-r thee, but fin and a 
deceitful heart." I had no fooner fpoke than my 
Kean melted within me, and I cried earoeflly to hioi 
for Mercy, till my flrength tailed me, and it waa 
with difficulty I could walk out ot the room. 

The next morning as'l was going to water my 
horfe* juft as he entered the River, in a moment 1 
felt the Love of God flowing into my Soul, xn- 
llantly ali pain and forrow fled away. No fear of 
hell or the devfl was left ; but love to God and ali 
mankind jiow filled my raviflied Soul. As thepeo- 
pie with whom I quartered had often the Bible and 
other good books in their hands. 1 told them what 
God had done lor my Soul ; but they underflood 
me not. However F doubted npt, but my comrade 
would rejoice with me, being accounted a religiouv 
man. But I was difappointed again. His anfvier 
waSy " take care ; tor Satan can transform blmfcH 
into an Angel of Light." Thus finding none who 
was able to give me any inflru&ion or dire6)ion, I 
foon got into unprofitable re fonings, which damped 
my iervour^ fo thai in a little time, 1 was again ia 
heavinefsc 

Soon after ^ was fent with the camp ei^uipage to 
London. The next day I marched tor Lciih. I 
bad fcarce fet out, when God was pleafed to reveal 
bimfclf in a mod comfortable manner to my Soul. 
And my comforji increafedall the day, fothatl bard* 
Jy knew how jl woot* We vraited for the Ship fe. 



MR. JOHH HAIMl. gt 

ven divt. During this time I was off my watch a« 
gain ; fo that before we failed, I was weak and like 
Mother man. For two days we had pleafant weath* 
er ; but on the third the wind fudd^nty rofe, attend- 
ed with furious rain. The Teas frrqoentiy covered 
4he Ship, and in the midd of our diflrefs, broke in 
tckthe main hatches. I was not («is Jonah) a/leep in 
ihe Jidt$ 4^1 ikt Skip^ but was juft at my wiis end. I 
prayed with many tears, expefltng every moment 
the Sea to be my grave, i was grieved, that i had 
fo abufed the goodnefs of God, and troabled beyond 
expreffion. The florm lafted two days and two 
Dights : then God was pleafed to ftill the windaand 
feas. 

At our arrival in London I was fomewhal refrefh* 
ed in fpirit, being trifly thankful, that I was out of 
Hell. But I W4S foon in tbe depth of defpair again, 
afraid of dropping into Helt every moment. Soon 
after I went to hear Mr. Cennick, (;hen one of Mr. 
Whitefield'ft Preachers) at Deptford. Coming back 
I told him the diftrefs of my foul. He faid, the 
work of the Devil is upon you," a^d rode away t It 
was oi the tender 'nercies of GoD, that I dtd not put 
an end tp my life. 1 cried, O LoKJH, my punilh* 
inent is gre^if^r than 1 can bear f" 
. YfiT I thouKht, il I mutt be damned royfelf, I will 
do what i can fhu others may be f'lved. So I began 
to reprove open fin, .whenever 1 faw or heard it, and 
lo warn the ungodiv, that if they did not repent, they 
would furely per.fii. But if 1 found any that were 
Weary and heavy laden, I told them to wait upon tbe 
Lord, and he would rencv their ttrength. Yet I 
found no ftreng h my felf, till reading one day. in 
what manner GoD manifefted himfeif to Mr. Cen«> 
oick, I cried out, Lord if |herc be any mercy for 
sne, reveal it to me 1 was anfwered by To firong 
an impreffion on my heart, as left me without a doubt, 
^ I have loved thee with an EverlaHing Love.' * 1 m« 
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tDc'diately my Soul melted witbtn me, and I was^fik 
kd v'nh Jf^y UnfpeahabU. 

H AV I N G joined my regiment again, we marched to 
Co!chcfter. H'^re /tound much peace, zi A Com* 
tnunion with God, which humhled me torhe duft« 
Our next re'riovc was to Brentford, where I had the 
bappinefs of hearing Mr. Charles Wefley preach.-— 
When the fervice v^as over I had a great defire o{ 
fpeaking to him, but knew not how to be To bold* 
Yet taking courage, / ventured to tell him my fitu- 
ation of mind. He gave me much encouragementf 
and bid me go on and not fear, neither be difmayed 
at any temptation. His words funk deep, a^d were 
a great ble(Iing to me« for feveral years after. 

Soon after we had an order to march for Ffan* 
ders. This threw roe into ftefh redfoning. The 
thought of leaving my country, and the dangers en* 
fuing, by Sea and by Land, fat heavy upon my Spir* 
it. / fooo l.jft my P -ac'', nay, and my Hope too» 
/■knew / had tafl d of the GOOD WORD, and oj the 
Powers oftkt World to come. Yet this gav<» me no 
comloit ; nay, it. aggravated my foifbw, to thii:k of 
)o6ng all that God had done for me. But the more 
/ firuggled, the f^ceper I funk, till \ was quite fwaU 
lowed up of furrow. And though / caK't d upOQ 
God, yea, with flrong cries and tears, yet for a lonj 
lime / had no cotnforUble anfwer. 

For a long time 1 was fo dejefled and confuferf, 
that / had ao heart to keep a rt-gular account of any 
thing. In this ftate / was, when we embarked for 
Flanders, in June, -742, and as long as we (layed 
there, h was on February 'he i8th, 1743, that we 
began our march from Ghent to Germany, When 
/came to my quarters my heart was ready to breaks 
thinking / was upon the very brink of helL We 
halted fix days, and then marched again. The day 
following, as fdon as I had mounted my horfe, the 
JLov€ oJ GuD waa (bed abroad ia my heart. 1 kneir 



MTt- JOHN HATMK. 33 

God, for Christ's fake, had forgiven all my fins, 
and felt, where ihe Spirit of the Lord is, there f> 
liberty. This 1 enjoyed about three weeks, but thed 
loft it, by grieving ihe Holy Spir.t of God. I 
then walked about, oiuch cafl down and kn^w not 
what to do. But April 22, the Lokd flirwed me, 
that I did not live as became the Gofpel of Christ. 
I wai-gieatly afhamed before God. In ihe evening 
as I was walking in the 6elds with an heavy heart, I 

£ rayed earneftly to God, that He would fmire the 
lock, and caufe the waters to flow. He anfwered 
my Prayer. My head was as waters, and my eyes 
•s a fountain of tears, i w^pt ; I fun^. I had fuch 
a fenfe of the LoVf. of God, as furpafles all defcrip* 
tion. Well might Solomon (ay, LoVJi is fi rang as 
death. Now I faw, I had a ri^ht to the Tkl& or 
LlF£ : and knew, if I then put off the body; \ fliould 
enter into Life Eternal. 

FeeLiNG I warned helpbo'h fron God and man^ 
1 wrote to Mr. Wefi.y ; who fem me » fpeedy ao« 
fwer, as follows : 

It ts a great Blc-ding whereof GoD has already 
0ade you a pan ^k'^r : but if you cemtinuf ma ting 
^pjon Htm, you fhall fe greater things than tke/i.^ 
This is only the beginning ol the Kin^^dom ol Heavw 
en which He will fet up in your heart. Thf re is yet 
behind, the fuinefs of the mind that was in Ch k i ST^ 
Righteoufnefs, Peace, and Joy in »he HoLY Hhost* 
It is but a little thing that men (hould be againll y 11, 
while you know God is on your 6de. If he givea 
you any Companion in the narrow way, it is well ; 
and it is well rf be does not. So much the more will 
be :each and firengthen you by himfelf : he will in* 
flruft you in the fecretof your heart. And by and 
by, he will raife up, as it were, out of thedud. thofe 
Viho (hall fiy. Come and let us magnify his name 
together " But by all means mifs no opportunity. 
Speak and Spare not; declare what Cod has dont 
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for your fon! : regard not worldly prudence. Be 
not afhdmed of Chk IST, or of His Word, or of His. 
Work, or of His Servants Speak the Truth in 
Love, even in the midft of a crooked generation t 
and all things ihal) work together for good, until the 
Work of GoD is perftS in your Soul.'* 

We now marched on through a pleafanl Country: 
and nay Sou) was full of Pttict. \ did fpeak, and 
not fpare« with little interruption. Only at one time, 
when I was fpeaking of the Goodnefs of God, one 
of our Officers, (and one that was accounted a very 
Religious man !) told me, ** i deferved to be cut in 
pieces, and to be given to the Devil.** But I was 
enabled (blelTed be God !) to love, pity, and prajr 
for him. 

A^TER.a long and tirefonae march, we arrived at 
Dettingen. Here we lay in Camp for fomc time, 
very near the French : only the river Mayne ran be^ 
tween us. June 16, I was ordered out on the Grand 
Guard w.^cfa all expedition^. When we came to the 
jlace appointed, I faw many of the French arra^ 
inarcbinson the other fide of the River. It was not 
long before I b^^rd the report of a French Cannon. 
1 faid, ••Weflidll hive a Battle to day;*' but my 
Comrades did nut believe me. Prefeotly 1 heard 
a^.o^ier. and then a thiid ; the ball came along by 
us. Many of the French had croffed the River, and 
many more were in full march toward it. We had 
order* to return wi»h all fpefd. The firing ir>creaf. 
cd very f^ft and feveral were killed or wounded, 
fome by the Cannon-balls, and (ome by the limbs of 
the trees which the Balls cut oiF. Meantime we 
marched un one (iJe of the river ; part of the French 
army on the other. 1 he Battle was foon joined with 
fmail arms, as well as Cannoii^ on both fides. \\ 
was very b'ooflv ; thoufaf d^ on each fide were fenl 
to their Lovg Home. I had no fooner jjined ihere% 
gimeDtf tUao uiy left- hand mdo was fliot dead, 1 tiv^ 
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%i to God and faid. In The have I tru/led, Ut me 
n^ver ^e confounded J My heart was filled with Love^ 
Peace and Joy. more than tongue can exprefs. 1 
was in a New World. 1 could truly fay. Unto you 
that believe He is precious 1 (luod the fire of the 
Enemy feveu hours. And when the battle was over, 
1 was Tent out with a party of men to find the baggage 
waggons* but returned without fucccfs. In the mean 
uhile the Army was gone, and 1 knew not which 
way. 1 went to the fi?ld where.the Batrle was fought; 
but fuch a fcene of human mifeiy did I never behold ! 
It was enough to melt the moft obdurate heart. 1 
knew not, now, which way to take, being afraid of 
> falling into the hands of the Enemy. 'But as it be- 
gan to rain hard. 1 fetout, though not knowing where 
to go ; till hearing the beat of a drum, I went toward 
it, and foon rejoined the army But 1 cotild not find 
the tent to which 1 belonged, nor perfuade them to 
lake me in at any other. So being very wet, and 
much fatigued, i. wrapt me up in my cloak, and lay 
down and fell afleep. And though it ftili rained hard 
upon ^Tie, and the water ran under me, I bad -as fweet 
a night's reft as ever 1 had in jny life 

We had now to return from Germany to Flan- 
ders, to take up our winter quarters. In our march 
ive were fome time near the Rivrr Miyne, twenty 
miles from the fi Id of Battle. We faw the dead ^en 
lie in the river, and on the bank^ as dung for the 
earth. Many of the French, aiiemptmg to pafs the 
river, after we had bri,»ken down the bridge, were 
drowned, and inany call upon the banks, where thers 
was n<»ne4tbburv them. 

BtiNG in Ghent, I went one Sabbath morntngi 
to the Eri^l'Qi Church at the ufual time. Bat nei- 
ther Mi iiter nor people came. As I wa« walking 
in the church, two men belonging to the Train came 
in, John Evans and Pitman Stag Ojie of them faid^ 
*' The people are long in coming." 1 faid, ** YeL 
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they ihinl, however th^y livf, o\ going to H^avcii 
Hhcn (hey die. But moil of them. I f^r, will be 
fidlv difapp'>inte(l.'* 'I h' y flared at tne. a- d Iked 
what I tnean* ? 1 told them, ** Nothing unhoiy can 
duc'l with a Ho!v G W- had ^ Itiile more 

ta'k, a"d apf}( inied to ir»eetin the *»veni'^j5. I found 
J^hn Kvans a ftri£i Pnariffc. Jotng fu/fl)> ^nd Lying 
mer€y hut knowing uoih'xr^oS wn iking humbly zvtik 
k's G"»D. But tht^ cry of P«'m'4n Si«g was, GoD be 
fue^ctful to me a Sinner ! We took a room without 
delay, and met evtrry nigh%to pray and read 'he Ho* 
iy Scriptures, in a Hule time we were at fpcckled: 
birds, as men wondered at But Tome began to lif« 
ten und^r the Wmduw, and foon after deGred to meet 
with us, Our meetings were foon fwveter than our 
fbod : and I found therein fuch an enlargement of 
fbul, and foch an increafe in fpiritual knoWledge, 
that 1 refolvcd to go, come life, ci»me death. 

We had now twelve joined together, feveral of 
whom had already found peace witji GoD; the oth« 
€irs were earneflly following after it; and it was not 
long before they attained. Herehy new Love and 
zeal were kindled in us all ; and althoiigh Satan af* 
faulted us various ways, yet were we enabled to dif« 
cern all hit wiles, and to witbiUnd all his power.— 
Several of tht m are now fafely landed on the blifsf ul 
fhore of a Glorious Immoriahty : where, as a weath« 
Cf'beaten baik, worn out with itorms, may I at laft 
happily arrive, and fi:>d the Children whom Go;> 
has been gracioufly pleafed to give me, through the 
Word of His Power I 

One night, after our meeting, I told the people. 
We (houid have the room lull before we left the 
cii) . . We foon increafed to about twenty members. 
And Love increafed fo, that (hame and fear vanifb* 
ed away. Our fingingwas heard afar off, and we re* 
gar'^.ed not thofe who maSe no account of our Ia« 
hours, iiucb was the increafe of our FaitbiLove and 
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Joy in tfce Holy Ghoft, that we had no barren mc€U 
ings. Such our Love to each other, that even the 
light of each other filled our hearts with Divine Con- 
folation. And as Love increafed among us, fo did 
Convi£lions among others ; and in a little time we 
had a Society. So that now (as i had told them be* 
fore) the room was too fmall to bold the people. 

May 1, 1744, we marched from Ghent, and en« 
camped near Bruflels. Our Camp lay on the fida 
of a hill : we fet up our flanding on a hill juft oppo- 
fate. We were eafily heaid by the Soldiers in the 
Camp, who foon began to jly at a Cloudy and as 
Doves to the windows. Here I gathered together my 
fcattcred Sheep and Lambs. They were the joy of 
my heart, and I truft to find them again, among that 
Great Multitude that no man can number. O what 
a work did God put into my hands ! And who is fuf- 
ficient for thefe things ? But God had given me fuch 
faith, that had 1 continued (ledfaft in the Grace of 
God, neither things prefent, nor things to come, nor 
any creature, could have hindered my growing ia 
the knowledge ot Jesus CiiKii»T, unto my dying 
hour. 

I TOOK great delight in the eleventh chapter to the 
Hebrews. I read it over and over, and prayed much 
for faith. This was firft in the day, and laftat night 
in my mind : and I had no more doubt of the promif- 
es contained therein, than if God had called to me 
from Heaven, and faid, ** This is ray word, and it 
fliall (land forever." When 1 began preaching, I 
did ^ot underliand one text in the Bible, fo as to 
fpeak from it in (whit is called) a regular manner, 
yet I never wanted either matter or words. So haih 
God in all ages, c ho fen the weak things oj the world 
to confound the things that are mighty^ 1 ufually 
had a thoufand hearers. Officers. Common Soldiers, 
and others. Was there ever fo great a Work before, 
in f(j abandoned an Army ! But we can only fay^there 
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is nothing (00 bard for God ! He worketh what, 
and by whom He pleafeth. 

1 WAS now put 10 a (land. I had fo mucb duty 
to do, the fociety to take care of, and to preach four 
or five times a day, that it was mere than 1 could 
well perform. But God foon took care for this aU 
fo. 1 looked for no favour from man : 1 wanted 
nothing Irom men, 1 feared nothing: God fo in- 
creafed my Love and Zeal, L^ght and Heat filled 
my foul, and it was my meat and drink to do the will 
of my heavenly Father. I cried earneftly tohim, to 
clear my way, and remove all hindrances. Glory be 
to his name, he did fo : for two years after this time. 
1 was entirely at my liberty, I found means of hir- 
ing others to do my duty, which proved an unfpeak- 
able advantage. The Work was great before ; but 
we foon found a greater increafe of it than ever. If 
Chriftiantty confifts in love and obedience to God, 
and love to all men, friends and enemies, we bad now 
got a Chrifiian Society ; we had the Good Land in 
poiTeflion. But this wasnot enough: dill there was 
•I earneftacry in our Souls, for all the mind which 
was in Christ, as there was in David, for the zva^ 
ter of the well of Bethlehem^ 

O^U R general method was, as foon as we were fet- 
tled in any Camp, to build a Tabernacle, containing 
two, three, or four rooms, as we faw convenient,— 
One day three Officers came to lee our Chapel, as 
they called it. They alked many queftions ; one in 
particular afked me, what 1 preached ? I anfwered, 

I preach agaioft fwearing, whoring, and drunken- 
oejs, and exhort men to repent of all their fins, that 
they may not perifh.'* He began fwearing horribly, 
^ and faidy if it was in his power he would have me 
whipt to death. 1 told him, '* Sir, you have a Cork 
miflion'over men : but I have a Commiflion fronoi 
God, to tell you, you muft either repent of your 
jfiag^ orpfinOi cverlaftingly/' He vittttw«.Y% 
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1 went on, being never better than when 1 was 
Preaching or at Prayer. For the Lord gave fuch 
a BIcfling to his word, that 1 thought every Dif- 
courfe loft, under which no one was either convin- 
ced or converted to God. 

We had how three hundred in the Society^ and 
fix Preachers, bcfides myleU. It was therefore no 
wonder, that many ol the Officers and Chaplains en* 
deavoured to flop the Work. But it was altogeth- 
er loft labour; He that fateth in Heaven laughed 
them to fcorn. And I doubt not, but he would have 
civen me flrength to have fuffcred deaths rather than 
Bave given them up. 

It was reported by many, that I was utterly dif- 
tra6ted. Others endeavoured to iucenfe the Field* 
Mar(hal ag^inft me. I was examined feveral times ; 
but, blefled be GoD He flood by me, and encourag- 
ed me to goon, to Jpeai and not hold my peace: neith- 
er did He fuffer any man to Jet upbn me to hurt me. 
And fo great was my Love and Joy in believing, th»i 
it carried roe above all ihofc things, which would 
otherwife have been grievous to flelh and blood, fo 
that all was pleafant to me. 

The winter's night, and summer's day, 
" Fled imperceptibly away." 

I FREQUENTLY walked between twenty andihir- 
ty miles a day ; and preached five and thiji^y tinTes, 
in the fpace of feven days. So great was my Icve 
to God, and to the fouls which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood. Many times I have forgotten 
to take any relrefhrnent for ten hours together. I 
had at this time three armies againft me; the French 
army, the wicked Enghfli army, and an am y ot dev- 
ils. B". 1 iV^jred them not ; for mv life was hid with 
Chkist ui God. He fup ported me through ail : 
and I tf . Ii will be my God and rr.^ Ci\iV\i^ ^h'^^^. 
UlHo /?. 

Whllz the Work of God ft^oMU^^^^^^ 
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the Englifh, he vifited alfo the Hanoverian army,— 
A few of ihem began to meet together ; and their 
number daily increafed. But they were q^uickly or- 
dered to meet no more. They were very unwilling 
to deflft. But fomc of ihem being fevcrely puniih* 
ed, the reft did not dare to difobey. It is clear, the 
devil and the world will fuffer a man to be any things 
but a real Chriilian t 

My prefent comrade was, an extremely wickei 
man. He came home one day, curfing and fwcaring, 
that he had lofl his money ; he fearched for it, and 
afier fome time found it. He threw it on the table' 
and faid, " 1 here is my ducat; but no thanks to 
God, any more than to the devil/^ 1 wrote down 
the words, and comphined to our commanding offi- 
cer. Alter a few days he was tried by a Court-mar- 
tial. The Officer afkcd, what 1 had to fay againft 
him ? I gave him the words in writing. When he 
had read them, he afked me, if I was not afhamed to 
take account of fuch masters as this ? 1 anfwered, 
•* No, Sir ; if I had heaid fuch words fpoken againft 
his roajeRy King George, would not you havd^coun. 
ted me a villain if I bad concealed them?'* His mouth 
was flopped, and the man cried for pardon, 1 he 
Captain told him he was worthy of deaih, by the Uw 
of Gc>D and man, afk?d me, •* What 1 defircd to have 
done ?" 1 anfvrered, 1 defiredo»ly to be parted from 
him, and 1 hoped he would repent. Orders were 
given that wcfoouid be parted. This alfo was mat^ 
ter of great thankfulnefs. 

Fhom Camp we removed to our Winter Quar- 
ters at Bruges. Here we had a lively Society ; but 
our preaching-room was far too fmall to contain the 
Congregation. There was a very, fpacious place ap* 
pointed tor the public worfliip of our army, com- 
tnonly called the Engliih Church. General Sinclair 
n^^s now oar commanding officer. I wenr to hit 
Ijoufe, sad begged leave to fpeak io Vm% ll« x%\^ 
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me, if I had bufioefs with him I (hould have fent tnf 
Captain, and not come to him royfclf I told him 
1 bad the liberty of fpeaking to the Duke o\ Cum- 
berland. He then afked me what I wanted ? I faid, 
Pleafe your honour, 1 come to beg a great favour ; 
that I may have the ufe of the En^^lifli Church to 
pray in, and exhort my comrades to flee from the 
Wrath to comt.*^ He was very angry, and told me, 
I (hould not preach, or pray any where but in the 
barracks. He alked, ** But how Q?imtyou to preach?" 
I faid, " The Spirit of God conftrains me to call 
my fclbw.fioners to repentance." He faid, ** Then 
you muil retrain that Spirit." I told him **I would , 
die firfl." He faid, ^' You are in my band," and turn* 
cd away in a-great rage. 

1 CRIED to the Lord for more Faith, that I mi^bt 
never deny Him, whatfoever I was caJled to fuffer; 
but might own Him before men and devils : and ve. 
ry foon after God removed this hindrance out of 
the way : General Sinclair was removed from Bru- 
ges, and General Ponfonby took bis place. I went 
to his houle, and was without difHcuity admitted to 
bis prefence. Upon his alking what I wanted, 1 faid, 
'* 1 come to beg your honour will grant us the ufc 
of the EngJifh Church, that we may meet together 
and worfliip God." He afked, ''.What Religion 
arc you of ?" I anfwered, ** Of the Church of Eng- 
land." Then faid he, " You fhall have it." I went 
to the Clerk for the keys ; but he faid, The Chap- 
lains forbade it, and I fliould not have them." The 
Geneial then ^ave me an order under his hand. So 
they were delivered. I fixed up advertifements in 
fevcral parts of the Town, *' Preaching every day at 
tWo o'clock^ in the Englifh Church," And we had 
cveJry day a numerous Congregation, both of Sol- • 
diers ^nd Townsfolk. 

Wjb; had fome good Singers amonj^u^^ vcii wt^Xxv 
pmicular, who was a naaftet ol mut\c^\ \v ^^^^^^^^^ 
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God to malce this one great means of drawing na^ 
iiy to hear his word. One Sabbaih the Clerk gave 
out a Pfalm. It was fung in a H vmn tune ; and fung 
fp well, that the Officers and their Wives were quiic 
delighted with it. Th'e Society then agreed, to go 
dll together to Church every Sabbaih. On the next 
Sabbaih we began. And when the Clerk gave out 
the firft line of the Pf^lm, one of us let the tune, and 
the reft followed*hini. It was a refemblance of Hea- 
ven upon earth. Such a company of Chriftian foU 
diers fingine together, with the Spirit and the under* 
Jlanding aljo^ gave fuch Life to the Ordinance, that 
none but the moft vicious and abandoned could re« 
main entmly unafitrfted. 

'i ii£ Spring following, we took the field again : 
and on May u, 1745, we had a full trial of our Faith^ 
•at Fontenoy. Some days before, one of our Breth. 
jen landing at his tent door» brokeout into raptures 
cf Joy^ knowing his departure was at hand ; and 
when he went into the battle declared, ** 1 am going 
to rell in the Bofom of Jesus " Indeed this day 
Goo was pleafed to piove our little flock, and ta 
fliew ihem Hi% mighty Power. Tbey jhewed fuch 
Courage and Boldnefs in the fight, as made the Ofit* 
cers ai well as Soldiers asnized. When wounded^ 
fome cried out, 1 am gaing to my Beloved.'* — 
Others. '•ComeLoKD Jfcsus, comeq'jickly." Af>d 
manv that were not wounded cameftly deGred to bt 
dijfolved, and to be-mith Christ, When W. Cle. 
ments had his arm broke by a mu(ket ball, they 
^oi.ld have carried him out of the battle. But he 
Idid, ** No : I have an arm leh to hold my fword : 
1 will not go yet.'* When a fecond fhjt broke his 
i. other arm. he faid, " I am as happy as I can be out 
* of FarAdife*' J;>hn Evans having both his legs ta- 
ken oflF by a cannon-ball, was laid acrofs a cannon to 
i}ie; wh !re, as long as he could fpeak. he was praif. 
iiJjl God and Wcfling hioi wiih pyful Ujt. 
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Tor my own part, I ilood the hottefl fire oS the 
enemy for above feven hours, Bui I told my cam* 
rades, The French have no ball made that will kill 
inc this day/' Alter about feven hours, a cannbii 
ball liMed my horfe under me. An Officer cried 
out aload, •* Haimc f where is your GoB^ now ?" I 
anfwered^ ** Sir, He is here with me; and He will 
bring me out of this baule." Prefeoily a Cannon* 
ball took oiTbis head. My horfe (elf upon me, and 
fonoc cried out, **Haime rs gone V* But I replied, 
•* He is not gone yet." I foon difengaged ro) felf » 
and walked on, praifvng God, 1 was expofcd botb 
to the enemy and to our own Horfe; but t%at did 
not difcoarage me at alf; for 1 knew the Goi> of 
Jacob was with me. I had a long way to go through 
alt our horf^", the balls flying on every fide. And aff 
the way, multitudes lay bleeding, groaning, dying, 
or jafl dead. Surely I was as in the fcry furnace; but 
it did not finge a hair of my head. The hotter the 
battle grew, the more ftrength was given roe. I wa» 
as full of Joy as 1 could contain. As I was q^uxt- 
liog the Field, I met one of out brethren, with a lit- 
tle di£h in his hand, feeking water. I did not know 
kirn at firfl, being covered with bfood. He fmiled 
and faid, " Brother Haime, I have got a fore wound/*" 
1 aflced, " Have yon got Christ in your heart ?" 
He taid, 1 have ; and have had Him all this day.** 
1 have feen many Good and Glorious Days, with 
much of the Power of God. But 1 never f*w mofC 
of it than this day, C!ory is to Go d for all his mer^ 
titsl Among the dead there w^s great plenty of 
ivatchet, and of gold and filver. One afked me, will 
not you get fometbing ? I anfwered, ** No, I have 
got Christ, I ^ill have no plunder." 

^BuT tbegreatefi lofs 1 fuflaincd was that of my 
F.;1Iqw labourers. William Clements was fent to 
the hofpital. J >hn Evans. Br. B lh^pani Green* 
w^od if ere k'lWtd^ in th; b,a'A\c, T h<o ^'Oc^^^'v^ 
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uffd to fpcat boldly, fell into Antinomianifm. So 
I. was left alone : but I was perfuaded, this alfo was 
for my gi>od. And feeing iniquity fo much abound, 
and the love of many waxing cold, it added wings to 
ray devotion. And my Faith grew daily, as a Tree 
planted by the water Jidt. 

One of tbofe Aniinomian preachers profeffed to 
be always happy, but was frequently drunk twice a 
day. One Sunday, when 1 was five or fix miles off, 
he took an opportunity of venting his dcvillfli opin« 
Jons, One bailed after me, and begged me to return. 
I did fo ; but the mifchief was done. He had con- 
vinced many,that we have nothing to do with the law, 
either before or after our coriverfion. When 1 came 
in, the People louked greatly coniufed : 1 perceived 
there was a great rent in the Society, and after Prea. 
ching and Prayer, faid, " You that arc for the Old 
DpSrine^ which you have heard from the beginning, 
follow me." Out of the three hundred, I loft about 
fifty : but the Lord foongave roe fifty more. The 
two Antinoniians fet up for themfelves, until lying, 
drunkennefs, and many other fins, defiroyed both 
preachers and people, all but a few that came back to 
their Brethren. 

We had no Sacrament adminiftered in the army 
for a long feafon. J was greatly troubled, and com. 
plained aloud in the open camp of the oegIc£l. TJte 
Chaplains were exceedingly diff leafed. B ut the D uke 
of Cumberland hearing of it, ordered that it fliould 
be adminiftered every Lokd's Day, to one regima:it 
or the other. 

The Duke hearing many complaints of me, en- 

Juired who / was: if / did my duty : if / would 
gbt : and if / prayed for a blefiing on the King and 
his arms. Tbey told his Royal Highnefs / did all 
this as well as any man in the regiment. He afked, 
" Then what have you to fay again ft him ?" They 
" Why be prayi and prcacVics lo mw\k 
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there is no reft for him/' Afterwards the Duke 
talked with rae hirafclf, and afke^ me many quefttons. 
He feemed fowell fatisfied with my anfwcrs, that he 
bade me, '*Goon;** and gave out a general order, 
that / might preach any where, and no man ihould 
xnoleil rae. 

/ WAS preaching one day, when the Duke, un- 
known to me, came to hear me. /, that day, defir. 
ed the Soldiers, never to come there, or to a|iy place 
of public worfhip, fo as to neglefiany duty. lex* 
horted them to be ready at all calls^ and to obey 
thofe who had rule over them : and if called out to 
Battfe, to fiand faft, yea, if needful, fight up to the 
knees in blood, / faid, ** You figbt for a good caufe, 
and for a good King, and in defence of your Coun- 
try, And thi& is no ways contrary to the teniereft 
confcience, as many of you found at the battle of 
Fontenoy : when both you and / did our duty, and 
yet were all the time filled wiih l.ov€ and Pcau, and 
Jfoy in the Holy Ghost." 

/ HAD now for fome years endeavoured to keep a 
confcience void cffence, toward God and towaid 
man : and for near three years / had known that 
God for C||JIist's fake, had forgiven all my fins, 
/had enjoyed the full affurance ot faith, which made 
ine rejoice in all conditions : wet and weary, cold 
and hungry, / was happy ; finding a daily increafe 
in Faith and Love, /hadconflaot Communion wiih 
the Fathph and the Son. /t was my delight to do 
His bleffed will, to do good to them that hatc^d me, 
and to call all finners to beheld the Lamb or G^d, 
which takdh away the Jin of the world. But Ob ! 
kow did the mighty fall, and the weapons of war per* 
ifli { April 6, 1746, J was off my watch, and fell by 
a grievous temptation, h c^me as quick as Light- 
ning ; 1 knew not if I was in my fcnfcs ; but 1 fell, and 
the Spirit of Goj^ departed hom n\e. \x >n^%^^\%.^^ 
merc^ thdt 1 did nqt fall invp bc^ V ^VS^t^X^^^^^ 
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lor that word, Jf any man Jtn^ we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jfcsus Christ the Righteous.'-^ 
But it was twenty years before 1 found Him to be 
an Advocate for me, with the Father again. 

My fall was both gradual and inftantaneuus. I 
firft grew negligent in watching and prayer, and in 
reading the Scriptures. 1 then indulged niyfclf 
more and more, laying out upon my own appetite, 
what 1 before gave to my poor breihren. 1 next be- 
gan to indulge the luft of the eyes, to look at and 
covet plea^ng things, till by little and little I became 
Ihorn of my Hrengtb» having Uft my former Love 
For many years 1 had fcrupled buying or felling the 
lead thing op the Lord's day. Thefixth of April 
was on a oabbath. Tiiai day I was fent to Antwerp 
for forage : feveral of rny comrades defired me to buy 
them fome things, which accordingly I did. I had 
an inward check, but / over-ruled it, and quickly 
after, became a pray to the enemy, /nflantly my 
condemnation was fo great, that / was on the point 
of deftroying myftlf : God reftrained roe from this, 
hui fatan was let loofe, and followed me by day and 
by night. The agony ol my mind w«ghed down 
my body, and threw me into a bloody nux / was 
carried to an hofpital, jufl dropping in:o belL But 
the Lord upheld me with an unleen huLd, quiver* 
ing over ih*!' great gu!ph. 

Before n:y tril, my fi^l.^L -/is ilioj::g, rl-^.t J 
could lock Dlerdt-»?li/ oi; Sun a: noon ilay. U\xt 
af'er it, / c..*^:d not iook <i msi- in the face, nor crar 
to be ii. ;^rj> coiopcnv. /ndecd /ihought rayfelf far 
more lit tcr the (ocieiy of devils than of men : eve. 
ry tiling was a burden to me, and grievous {o be 
bvornc. The roads, the hedges, tl»e trees ; every 
thing feemed curfed of Go d. Nature appeared void 
of God, and in the poflVflioo oi the devil. The 
fowls of the air, and the beads of the field, all ap*_ 
pearcd in a league againil mt, / bad not one ray of 
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hope, but a fearful looking for a Fiery Indignation. 
Wcry frequently Judas was reprefcmed to me, as 
banging juft before me. Had / been cut with knives 
from head lo foot, / could not have been more fore 
in my flefli, than / was in my fpirit. How true is 
ix^the fpirit oj man may fuftain his injirmities : but 
a wounded fpirit who can tear ? 

/clearly faw th\* unfhcsken Faith, the Peace, 
Joy and Love^ which / had caft away, and felt the 
return of pride, aager, felf-will, and every other de- 
velilh temper. And /knew by melancholy experi- 
ence, that my lafl ftate was worfe than the firft. / 
was one day drawn out into the woods, lamentinjj 
my forlorn ftate : and on a fudden /began to weep 
bitterly. From weeping, /fell to howling like a 
wild beaft, fo that the woods refounded. Yet could 
/ fay, notwithftanding my bitter cry, My flrokc is 
heavier than my groaning. Nevei thelefs, / could 
not fay, " Lord have mercy upon me/* if / could 
have purchafed heaven thereby. 

So great was the difpleafure of GoDagainft me, 
that he in a great meafure took away the light of my 
eyes. / could not fee the Sun for more than eight 
months : ev^in the cleared fummer day, it always 
appeared to me like a mafs of blood : at the fame 
time / loft the ufe of my knees, / cannot defcribe 
what I felt. 1 could truly fay, Thou hajl fent fire in^ 
to my bones. 1 was often as hot as if 1 was burning 
to death : many times I looked, to fee if my clothes 
were not on fire. 1 have gone into a river to cool 
myfelf : but it was all the fame. For what could 
quench the wrath ot his indignation, that was^ let 
loofe upon me ? At other times, in the midft of fumt 
mer, I have been fo cold, that I knew not how to 
bear it. All the clothes I could put on had no ef* 
feft, but my flefl) fliivered, and my very bone quak* 
ed. God grant, Reader, that thou and 1 may never 
feei| how hot or cold it is in hell I 
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I WAS afraid to pray ; for 1 thought the die 
caft, add my damnation fealed. So 1 thought, it a« 
vailed not, if ail the Saints upon earth, and all the 
angels in heaven Oiould intercede (or me. I was an* 

fry at God, angry at myfelf, and angry at the devil, 
thought i was poffelTed with more devils than Ma« 
ry Magdalen. I cannot remember, that I had one 
comfortable hope, for feven years together. Only 
while 1 was pre;ichlng 10 others, my diftrefs was a 
little abated. But feme may enquire, What could 
move me to preach, while I was in fuch a forlorn 
condition ? They mutt afk of God, for 1 cannot tell : 
HIS ways herein are part my finding out. 

In all my trials, I have, by the Gract of God, in« 
variably kept to one point, preaching Repentance tOm 
wards God, and Faith in our Lara Jejus Chrift : 
tellifying that by Grace are ye faved through Faith : 
that now is the Day of Solvation ; and that this Sal* 
vaiion is for all ; that Chrift tafted death for tvery 
ene. I always teftified, that without Holinefs no man 
Jhall ft the Lord ; and that if any, though ever fo 
holy, draw back, they will perilh everlaflingly. 1 
continually expeflcd, this would be^ lot : yet af. 
ter fome years, 1 attempted again t^)ray. With 
this, Satan was not well pleafed ; for one day as I was 
\valking alone, and faintly crying for mercy, fudden- 
ly fuch a hot blaft of brimftone flafhcd in my face, 
95 almoft took away my breath. And prefently af- 
ter, as t walked along, an invifible power flruck up 
pay heels, and threw me violently upon my face. 

When we came back to Holland, I had now and 
then a fpark of hopp. One Sabbath 1 went to 
Church, where the Lord s f upper was to be adniinif. 
tered. 1 had a great dtfire to partake of it. But 
the enemy ci^m^ in like a flood to hinder me, pouring 
in temptations of every kind. I refitted him with 
my might, till through the agony of my mind, the 
blood julhed out of my mouth and nofe. Howev* 
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* cr, } was enabled to conquer, and to partaLe of tbe 
blefled elements. So I fliil waited on God in tbe 
way of bis judgments, and he led me in a way i had 
not known. 

Whatever my inward diftrefs was, I always 
endeavoured to appear free among the pt ople. And 
ii pleafed God to make me fruitful in the land of wy 
afiI:£lion. He gave me favour in their fight : and 
many Children were born unto the Lord. 1q« 
deed, I could fpeak but very litile Dutch, with re- 
gard to common things : but when we came to talk 
of the things of God, I could fpeak a great deaL— 
And after 1 had been at Prayer, many have told me 
they could underftand almoft every word I faid. But 
what was this to v*e ? I was miferable flill, having 
no comfortable -fenfc of the Prtjtn:c and Favour of 
God. 

I HAD heard of an old experienced ChriAian at 
Rotterdam. 1 went to fee him, and found him in an 
upper- room, furnilhed like that which the ShunamitC' 
prepared for EHflia. He looked at me, but did not 
fpeak one word. However, I told him a little of my 
fxpericnce. He looked earnefliy at me, and foon 
began to fpea^and tell me all his heart. He [aid h^ 
had lived for iRreral years in the favour and love of 
God, when thinking himfelf fironger than he was, 
Satan got an advantage over him. The Spirit dc* 
parted from him ; his ftrength was gone; and h« 
knew not whereto fly for refuge. For ten years, fm 
held him in its iron-bondage, and in inexpredihle 
anguiOi and dofpair. But one day, as he was nnaking 
his complaint to God, on a fudden Light broke in : 
foirow Sed away, and his foul wa.* like the chariots 
of Amminadib. The change was fo great, that he 
was utterly loft in Wonder, Love, and Praife. He 
knew, God bad created a clean Hearty and renewed a 
right Spirit within him. Aud he bad now lived ihir- 
tyyearsy without Duedoubt of whai God bad wrought. 
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This gave me conHderable fatisfa£lion : but It Idfled 
only a fhort time. 

When we were going for winter quarters, into 
a town in Holland, I was fent thither before our 
Troop, A Gentleman fent for roe, and afked, "If 
1 knew John Haime ?'* I faid, •* 1 am the man."— 
He faid, "A Gentlewoman in the town wants to fpeak 
with you." I went to her houfe, and (he bade me 
welcome. After a Utile converfation fhe afked nae, 
••Do you believe that Christ died for all the 
world ?" Upon my anfwering, " I do," fhe replied, 
*' I do not believe one word of it. But as you know 
He died for^^e^, and I know He died forme, we will 
only talk of Hit Love to poor Sinners." We were 
foon as well acquainted, as if we had lived together 
many years, and her houfe became my home. 1 afk- 
ed, how many fhe had in family ? She fiid, feven 
befide herfelf. I afksd, What is to become of all 
thefe, that you arc fo eafy about them ?" She faid. 

The Lord will call them in his due time, if they 
belong to him." I afked, •* Shall we pray for them ?" 
She faid, yes; fo I began that evening. In a few 
days the fervant maid was cut to the heart ; next one 
of her fons was convinced of fin, and fopn after con- 
verted to God. And before we lcjH|be (own, the 
whole family were athirfl. for Salvati^r When the 
time of our marching drew near, fhe was in great 
trouble. But there was no help ; fo we took our 
leave of each other, to meet no more till the Morning 
of the RffurreSion. 

A r another time I was quartered at Meerkirk. ft 
Holland, at a young woman's, whofe Father and Mo- 
ther were lately dead. She had many cattle, fomeof 
which died daily uith the diflemper ; but flie never 
murmured. I never before met with a woman, that 
was fo ready in the Scriptures ; I could not mention 
any text, but fhe would leadily tell the meaning of 
it. So that it was no wonder, fhe waj|^\houfeln_by 
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ethers, as well as by herfelf, to be a Prim^ Ckriftian, 
I was almofi of the fame mind at firit : but when / 
bad nirrowly obferved her, I was thoroughly con- 
vinced {he was deceived, and judged it my duty to 
undeceive her. I told her, *• You are not born of 
God, you have no Living Faith, She htfard me with 
much compofure of miud ; but (he did not believe 
me. / continued for three weeks preffing it upon 
"her, at all opportunities. And one evening, the 
Lord made a few words, which / fpoke, (harper thaa 
a two edged fword. Convi£iion fo faiiened upoa 
her heart, that (he was foon obliged to take her bed. 
She lay about feven days in deep diftrefs. She had 
then a comfortable Hope : and this ftrengthened her 
body for a few days. But then her conviBions re. 
turned fo heavy, that (he was obliged to take her bed 
again, in great agony of mind. The town's people 
Were alarmed, and ran in crouds to enquire what was 
the matter : What could diftrefs her, who had e* 
Tiough of this world's wealth, and was fo good a wo. 
man ?" But they gave her no fatisfa&ion. As foon 
as they were gone, (he immediately called out, Oh 
John ! /(halLgo to hell : the devil will carry me a« 
way." 1 faif^* No ! You (hall not go to hell I The 
Lord died for poor finners." She lay in this diflrefs 
about ten days, and was brought to the gates of death. 
But the Good Samaritan then pafledby, poured Wine 
and Oil into her wounds, and healed both Soul and 
Bady : fo that (he broke out, Jthovah is my Jlrength 
and my Song. He is my Saloation. Come ail thai 
fear the Lord^ and I will tell you what he hath dont 
for my SouL 

I Now thought it would be a bleflfing both to her* 
felf and her neighbours, if (he would pray with them. 



file afterwards. Sometimes (he prayed half an hour 
together ; and often with fuch demonftration oj the 
Spirit^ as well as fuch UnJerJlandiSgi -ihdii the whole 




/commonly prayed firft, and 
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boufe fccraed full of the P^e/iace of the Lord, At 
other times (he wept like a child, and faid, *' Lord ! 
ivhat is this that thoo haft done ? Thou haR fent a 
isao from another nation, as an inflrument of faving 
me from roin i / was rich before, and increafcd ia 
ffooJs, and knew not that / was blind and naktd.^^^ 
Many of her friends and neighbours were concerned 
for her : but not fo much as (be was concerned for 
them, as well knowing they were fcekirg death in 
the error of their life. This (he declared to them 
without referve; and the publifting ik\s ftrana^ 
Dailrine^ fprrad our namea far and near, not only 
through the Town, but through the adjacenl Coun^ 
try. This brought many from diftam towna (o fe^ 
her, who ufually returned, bleifing God lor the Con* 
folalion. Some came upwards ot twenty miles in a 
morning. After breakfaft^ / ufed to pray firfl : and 
(he went on. Many of our ri&tants were much af« 
fe£led, and wept bitterly. And ibe tmpreffion did 
not foon wear off. By this means x< became much 
acquainted with many of the Chri&ians in Holland. 
They were a free, loving People. So we found 
ihetn : and fo did many of the Methodift ioldicrs : 
for they gave them faonfe-room and^ing freely.— « 
And is not the promife of our LORi^re ? Whofom 
iver Jhillgivt unto cnc of thrfe a Cup of €old wattr 
$nly, in the name of a DfcipUy fliall in no wife lo/i 
his reward. 

All this time I was ftill buffeted with fore tempt« 
ations. I thought that 1 was worfe than Cain ; that 
1 had crucified the SoN of GoD afrtf]%^ and put Him 
to an open Jhame, * In rough wea.her, it was often 
fuggefled to me, *' This is on your account ! See^ 
the earth is curfed for your feke ; and it will be no 
better till you are in hell*'' I expcfied fooQ to be a 
prey for devils, as I was driven from all ihs bappi* 
nefs I once enjoyed. Frequentl^jfee trouble of tnj 
JDj'aJ made xnc fo weakJn^Q^i^^^i U wai with th« 
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greatefi difficulty I performed my excrcife. The 
Lord had indeed given me a a trembling heart and 
Jailing of eyes^ and for row of mind. And my Ife 
did hang in douDt before me, and I feared day and 
night, having no ajfurance of my life, Olieo did 1 
wilh, I had never been converted ; often, that 1 had 
never been born. Sometimes 1 could not bear the 
fi^ht of a good man without pain ; much lefs be in 
his company. Yet I preached every day, and en- 
deavoured to appear open and free to my brethren. 
1 encouraged them that were tempted, ** Not to fear; 
the Lord would foon appear for himfelf." Mean- 
time I continued to thunder out the terrors of the 
Law againfi the ungodly: although fome faid I was 
too pofi ive. Too pofitive ! What ! In declaring the 
prom ifes and threatening^ of God ? Nay, if 1 can- ^ 
i>ot he fure of thefe, 1 will fay to the Bible, as the 
ievil did to our Lord, What have 1 to do with thee ? 

At one time, 1 cannot remember thit 1 had any 
particular temptation for fa.Te weeks. Now, 1 tho'i, 
God had forfjken m;*, and the devil had no need co 
trouble himreli about me. Me then fei the cafe ot 
Francis Spira^ before me, fo that 1 funk into black 
defpair. Evi^y thing feemed to make ag<iinil me. 
1 could not open the Bible any where but it con- 
demned me. 1 was much diiireff^d with dreams and 
vifions of the night. 1 dreamed one nighi, that I was 
in hell ; another, that I was on Mount £'na : that on 
a (udden, it fhook and trembhd exceedingly; and 
that at laft, it fplit afunder in feveral places, and funk 
into the burning lake, all but that little fpot on which 
1 flood. O how thankful was I for my prefer vation ! 
And this cantinued for a while, even after 1 awoke ; 
but then it fled away as a dream. 

1 was otten violently tempted to curfe, and fwrear, 
SinJ bLifph*me, before and after, and even while L 
was preaching. Someiimcs w\\eT\ \ >\\^ 
cf the cong!CgHion, 1 C9u\d \^\ti\tk \\*:i^s^ 
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laughing alcud, yea, from uttering all kinds ol rib* 
aldry and filthy convcrfation. I thought, there was 
none that loved me now, none that had any concern 
for my foul, but that Goo had taken away from ev- 
ery body the aSeQion which they once had. I cried 
out, I have Jinn^dl What Jhall I do unto Thee, thou 
prefervcr of men f Why hqfi thou /et me as a mark 
againji thee, fo that I am a burden to myjdjf 1 faid, 
I am the man that hath fecn affiiQion, by the rod of 
his wrath. Frequently as I was going \% preach, the 
devil has fet upon me as a lion, telling me, he would 
have me juft then* fo that it has thrown roe into a 
cold fweat. In this agony 1 have often catched hold 
of the Bible and read, If any man Jin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
Me Righteous. I have faid to the enemy, **This 
y is the Word of God, and thou canft not deny it/' 
Hereat he would be like a man that (hrunk back from 
the thru ft of a fword. But he would be at me again. 
I again met him in the fatiie wcy, till at lafl, (bieiTed 
be God I) he fled from me. And even in the midft 
of his iharpefi aiTauIts, God gave me juft ftrength 
enough to bear them. He fulfilled His Word, My 
Grace is fuffi:ient for thee : My JlfO^th is made 
per/efl in thy zueaine/s. When he hasnlirongly fug- 
geued, juft as I was going to preach, ** I wilt have 
thee at laft,'' 1 have anfwered, (fometiines with too 
much argei) I will have another out of thy hand 
firft." And many, while I was m) felf in the deep, 
were truly convinced and converted to God. 

When I returned to England, and was difcharged 
from the army, 1 went to Mr. Wcfley, and alked, if 
be would permit me to labour with him, as a travel* 
ling.preacher ? He was willing : fo 1 immediately 
went into a Circuit. But this was far from deliver, 
ing mc frosD that incxprefllble burden of Soul, under 
which I flill laboured. Hence it was, that I ecu! i 
Aitkh'erbe faiutcd with preaching, nor wi hput ; and 
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that wherever I went, 1 was not able to day Ions ia 
one place ; but was continually wandering to and fro, 
feeking reft, but finding none. On this account ma- 
ny thought roe very unftabie, and looked very cold- 
ly upon me, as they were wholly uoac^uainted with 
the exercifes of Soul which I laboured under. I 
thought if David or Peter had been living, they would 
have pitied tne. But many of my friehds had not 
even tailed oithat bread and water ifaJfliQion^ which 
had been my meat and drink for many years. May 
they walk fo humbly and clofely with Gop, that 
they may never tafie it ! 

After 1 had continued Tome time as a Travelling. 

Ereacher, Mr. Weflev took me to travel with him. 
le knew I was fallen from my fteadfaftnefs ; but he 
knew like wife how to bear with me. And whrn I 
wai abfent, be comforted me by his letters, which 
were a means, under God, of faving me from utter 
defpair. One of them was as follows : 

''London, June ftl, mi. 

*• My dear ^rothcr^ 

•« Think it not flrange, concerning the ^ery trial 
which God hath feen good to try you with. Indeed 
Uie chadifement, for the prefent, is not joyous, but 
grievous; neverthelefs it will, by and by, bring forth 
the peiiceable Fruits et Righteoufoef^. It is good 
for you to b,e in the Fiery Furnace ; though the fleffi 
be weary to bear it, you lhall be purified therein, but 
not confumed. For there is On £ with you, whose 
Form is as the Son oi' God. Ohlookup! Take 
Knowledge of Hii# WHO fpreads underneath you 
HIS Everlasting Arms ! I,«ean upon him with 
the whole weight of your Soul; H£ is yours; (ay 
bold upon HIM I 

Away let grief and sighing flee, 
Jesus hath died for thee, for thc«. 

•» Mercy and Peace fliall not toiUV.^^oNX^ 
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every threatening cloud look up ; and wait for hap- 
py dayi." 

In this miferable condition I went to Shafifburyr 
to fee my friends, and fpent feverai days. When 
one and another came and aCked roe, What news 
I told ihcro, •* Good news ; Christ died to fave 
finners." But it Teemed to them an idle tale; they 
cartd for none of ihtft things. One day being half 
afleep, I was, as it were, thunder (Iruck with ^n in« 
ward voice, faying, ** What doft thou here ?" 1 cri- 
ed to the Lord for Mercy, and gave notice that on 
the Sabbath following I would preach in a place at 
the end of the town, wheie four ways met. The 
Tovtrn and Villages round were foon alarmed, and 
at the time appointed, 1 believe there were tbree or 
four thoufand people. My inward trouble feemed 
fufpended. I got upon a wall about feven feet high, 
and began with Prayer. I then gave out my Text, 
Behola the Day cometh that Jhall burn as an oven ; 
and a!/ the proud, yea, and all that do wicbd'y, Jhall 
be flubble : and the Day thai cometh Jhall burn them 
up, faith ike Lord of Hosts, that it JJiall leave 
them neither root nor branchy Mai. iv. 1 Surely 1 
preached that Sermon with the power of the Holy 
Ghost feni down from Heaven, Twelve, if fiot 
fourteen, were then convinced of fin, fome of whom 
are, I truft, long ago, fafely lodged in Abjahains 
Bjfom, 1b a few weeks, hUy perfons were j )incd 
together in Society. I now preached in a large room 
foverdl times a week. But the people were eager to 
build a houfe, and appointed a time of meeting to 
confider of the means : but on the fame day I was 
taken up and put into prifon, two men having f worn 
flitl/ againft nie that I had made a riot. After 1 bad 
be en In prifon a night and part of a day, I was taken 
to a public houfe. It was foon full ot peopl j : 1 im- 
mc(liinc]y began preaching to th^^m ; and the Lions 
quickly became Lambs, A aicff?:n je\ Oa^ix ^^vix^ 



iJklt. JOHN HAIMJ5. jjj? 

k> let me know, that I mud appear beiore the May^ 
er and Alderman. I did fo. The Town Clerk (old 
nie, They would not fend me to Dorchcfter Jail, 
if I would work a Miracle.** I told them, *' TbAi it 
done already. Many fwearers and drunkards are be* 
ccme fober, God fearing men.** A Lawyer faid^ 
Well, if you will take my advice, you fhall not go 
to prifon.** 1 replied, ** 1 foppofe you mean, if I 
will give over pteiching. But that 1 dare not do.** 
I was then without any more ado hurried away to 
Dorchefler. 

My- body was now in prtfon : but that had been ji 
thing of little confequence, bad not my foul remain^ 
cd in prifon al'o ; in the dungeon of defpair. The 
Jailor foon came and fell into converfaiion ^iih me; 
but when I began to preach Jtsus, as the only Sa* 
viour of finncii, he quickly left me to preich to my 
fellow. prifopers. Many of thefr, having no Right* 
eoufnefs of their own to bring to God, were willing 
to hear of being faved iy Grace. So I preached to 
them feveral timet while I was in prifon, and ihey 
feemed greatly affc:£ied. Meantime God raifed up 
two Quakers at Shaft fbury, who became bound for 
my appearance at the Quarter- Seffioni. 1 had been 
in priion but eight days, when one of tbefe came to 
fetch me our, and brought money to pay the prifon* 
fees, and all other expences. Had I not been put \m 
prifon, it is likely fome oi thofe prifoners would nev* 
er have heard the gofpel, 1 faw therefore, that Goa 
did all things well. Peing come back. I began 
preaching agftin ; and GoD was prifent with the peo* 
pie. I foon received a letter from a Gentleman at 
London, bidding me employ two Counfellors and an 
Attorney, and to draw upon him for whatever mon^. 
ty I wanted. I carried this letter to the Poft- mafler, 
and friked, if he was willing to let me have money 
upon it ? He faid, " Yes, as much as yoa ijleafej* 
This was [ooaaoikd about towu; ^oOQftm^^^v<k\R.\ 
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werr glad to make up the matter. And the Work 
of COD fo ircreafed, that rn a little time we had 
eighty in fociety. 

DuK NG my great diflrefs of mind, I went twice 
into Ireland, as a Travelling- preacher ; and in each 
paff ge over the Sea, I was very near being caft away. 
0£ljberfl7, 1751, 1 preached at Mountmelick. The 
next morning, after 1 had travelled about two mil- s, 
fuddenJv my fenfes failed me. 1 was foon infenfihle 
whire i was, and where 1 came from. I fupportcJ 
mvfelf a confiderable time, by agate in the road; as 
I did not know which way to go, itor what place to 
s>ik for. At length my under (landing returned, and 
1 began to weep. But what I palled through 1 can- 
not exprcfs, fo unfpeakable was my aoguifli. But 
the tender mercy of God fupported me therein, that 
my fpirit might not fail before him. 

In the beginning of September, 1766, I was liv- 
ing at Shaf:ft)Liry, when Mr. Wcfley paiTuig through 
in his way to Cornwall, ^ afked, if it would be agree- 
able fcr m9 to be at his houfe in London a few days P 
He faid, Yes, as long as you pleafe but before 
I fet out, I received the following letter : 

" St. Ives, Cornwall, September 16, 1T66, 
My dtar Brother, 
I think you have no need to go to London.~ 
God has, it feems, provided a place tor you here. 
Mr. Hofkins wants a worn-out Preacher to live with 
him, to take care of his family, and to pray with 
them morning and tvening." 

I went down. As foon as Mr. Hofkins faw me, 
he faid, *' You are welcome to flay here as long as 
you live." But no fooner did I fix there, than 1 was, 
if pofTible, ten times worfe than before. In vain I 
ftrove to make my fell eafy : the more I flrove, the 
more miferable 1 was ; not that I wanted any thing 
.which this world can afford. But can this world 
f4tisfy a Soul| that -was made for God ? The difirefi 
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qI. my tnind foon became intolerabTe : it was a bur- 
den too heavy for me to bear. It feeiiicd to me, that 
unlefs I got feme relief, I mull die in defpair. One 
day I retired into the hall, fell on my face, and cri- 
ed for mercy ; but got no anfvfer. I got up, and 
walked up and down the room, wringing my hands, 
and crying lifee to break my he^rt ; begging of GoD^ 
for Christ's fjke, if there was any Mercy for me, 
to help me. And blefTed be H is name, all on a fud- 
den, 1 found (uch a change through my So»l and bo- 
dy as is pail defcrtption. I was afraid 1 fhoald a- 
larra the whole houfe with the expreffions of my 
Joy. 1 had a full Witnefs from the Spirit of 
God, that I (hould not find that Bondage any more. 
Nor have I ever found it to this day. Glory be to 
God for all his Mercy. 

But notwithftanding this wonderful chan^je, 1 had 
not the Faith which 1 had once. But I found a ve- 
ry great alteration in reading the Scriptures. The 
Promif s to me opened more and more, : and 1 ex. 
pefc\ed to find fomp great thing wrought upon me all 
at once. But God's ways are not as our ways, nor 
H I s thoughts as our thoughts. H £ led me by a way 
I had not known. He greatly deepened His work 
in my SouI,and drove out h i s enemies by little & lit* 
tie, till 1 couldclearly fay, ThV will be DOiN e," 
The Lion became a Lamb, and 1 found the truth of 
that word by happy experience. Thou wilt keep his 
Soul in perfcS peace^ xphofe mind is flayed on ni^zl 

1 now thought 1 would ilay with Mr. Hclkins ; 
for he was very kind to me. But 1 foon began to be 
fo bound in Spirit, that I could hardly pray in the 
Family : nay, 1 could not a£k a Bleffing on our food, 
without much hefitation and ftammering. And all 
the comforts of life, which were then in great plen- 
ty,'becamealioge!heTcomfortIcfs. Mr. Siory being 
tVn in the Round, I made my complaint to him.— 
He tojd \^ wu^ld take my place fox a month. 
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if I would fpend that time in tlic Circuit. This T gladly niu 
dertook; and although for the fpacc of three weeks, mjr coat 
was not once dry upon my back, yet 1 was wanrier withini- 
and far more comfortable, tlian in the warm parlour. 

Whek Mr. Story was cone, I thought I would ftay htre 
a few days, and then travel. But the firft niglit I was as reft- 
lei's as ever ; fo in the morning I took my leave, and in Jan- 
irary, 1T67, went into the Eaft of Cornwall. 1 found it v as 
coo'd for me to be there : my faith increafed daily. And, 
bUffedbe God, I found L^e^ and Peace ^ and Joy in the Wo- 
LY Ghost, fpringingup in my Soul. I truft God will con- 
tinue them to my dying day, and then receive me to Himfclf. 

I HAD long been travelling in the Wilderncfs, in o land of 
deseris and pitSy a land of drougbf and of the sbado*w of de^tb. 
This has been my lot for twentv years, a jnsf Judgment cf 
the A LMiGHTY for my sin. Blessed be hi s Name, that hb 
did not wholly cast me off ! But I saw clearly nothing would 
avail, but a fresh application of the Sayiouu's Blood to 
my wounded Soul. I had now a happy fcnfe of this.* which, 
with the thoughts of his forbearing me twenty years before 
my conversion; his filling me with his live for three 
years ; his dealings with me in my fallen condition, and my 

Srefent deliverance ; caufed my Soul to overflow with won- 
er and Praise for his Long-suffering Gg^dness. I saw notii- 
xng was too hard for God ! I could cast myself on the Lord 
Jesus ! All the Promifes in the Scriptures were full of com- 
fort ; particularly that ; / bave kn^iun tbee in the Furnace of 
Jffliiiion. The Scriptures were all precious to my Soul, us 
the Rain to the Thirsty-land. And when Satan assaulted 
me afresh, I did not stand to reason with him, but fled to 
the Lord Jesus for refuge. Hereby the snare was soon 
broken, and I found an increase both of Faith, Hope, and 
Love. I could n«w truly fay, 7 be Lovu is my Sbepberd^ 
therefore Jball I lack nothing, Hs maketb me to lie de*wn in 
Green Pajfnres ; h e leadetb me befide the ftill H^atrrs- Hl res^ 
toielb my Soul ; HE leadetb me in the fmtbs of Rigbteoufnefs for 
HIS Name's sake. 

It was not my intention ever to write any account of ihefe 
things, hid not fome of my Friends greatly preffed me there- 
to. Ncvcrthelefs I put it off from time to time, being con- 
fcious I had no talent for writing, until my Peace was well 
nigh loft ! at last I was prevailed upon to begin I had not 
wrote many lines, before 1 found my Soul in perfefl peace. 
I .found myself likewife greatly aflifted, to recollcft the man- 
ifold dealings of GoD with me : fo that I have the greateft 
reafon to believe, it is his Will I should make known, even 
by thefe inftanccsof his goodnefs, that he is Long-Sufferiftg, 
not fwilling that any fbould ferifb^ but that mil fbould come t9 
Repentance, May H s blefs the feeble attempt to the good of 
manv / May they learn wifdom by the things that I have fuf- 
/hred I And be all the Glory afciibed \mlo h\\a fittctk 
P/f/Ar 7ibr0ftr, and unt9 the Lams forever I 
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Some moBtbs ago» a fketch of my Hfe waa 
publifhed in the Arminian Magazine. But as the 
nature of th^ work would not admit of a circuna- 
fiantial account^ I was obliged to omit many panic* 
ttlars, which may be ufoful to ferious Readers. This 
confideration, together with the importunity oi my 
Friends, have induced me to enlarge the fubje3. 

I was born in the PariBi of St. Stephen, BrenwelY, 
in the county of Cornwall, abount the beginning of 
Auguft, 1722. I was the fecond fon of Richard and 
Eliz.Murlin. I was fent to School when very young, 
where I was taught to read, and to fay my catechifni, 
&c. And, as my Father feared Goo, he in(lru£led 
his Children in the principles oi Religion, and cauf. 
ed us to attend the Church on the Sabbath day. 

As 1 was their youngeft Child, they indulged me 
too much. The confequence was, felf-will and paf. 
fioii difcovered themfelves in me very foon. Some* 
times I difobcyed my Parents; and frequently quar- 
relled wiih my eldeft Brother. 1 alio fwore and 
told lies ; though not fo frequently as many Chil- 
dren did. But,- notwithftandiijg this, even at this 
early period, 1 frequently had ferious thoughts of 
God and Eternity ; 6ut thty foon zififf.e 0^' far want 
cf mort Spiritual If:/!ru£llon, 
M 
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As tny Fdther was a Yarmer, I was 6)nployec! in 
that bBfinefs til! I was near thirteen years u( age.-— 
About this time he died ; and I have reafon to be* 
licve died in peace. 

1 was now defirous of lcarnlnff^the buGoefs of a 
C**rpenter, and accordingly, at Michaelmas 1735, I 
was bound to one, for feven years. My Mailer liv- 
ed utterly without God in the world : he was much 
given to fwearing, and taking GoD*s Name in vain ; 
and I too readily followed his example. He had a 
little eftate of his own, on which was employed 
a great part of my time ; and, as he did not well un« 
derfland his buGnefs himfclf, I made but little pro* 
grcfs therein. 

At Michaelmas J742, my Apprenticelhip ended. 
I then went to work with another Mailer, where I 
continued feveral years, and made confiderable pro- 
grefs both in my buflnefs and learning : applying 
my felt in the day-time to my Trade, arid in the even- 
ings to writing and accounts. 

But all this time I was an enemy both to God 
and tny own Soul. Indeed at times I bad convi£lions 
of fin, and fome concern about rny future flate : 
but being furrounded by thofe who bad no thought 
of God, and having no one to dire£l me, I quickly 
flifled my convifiioiis and became worfe than be. 
fore. To curfing a.id fwearing, I foon added gam. 
ing and drunkennefs. Lord j how great is thy 
Mercy in fparing tfaofe who live in fuch rebellion a- 
gainfl THEE :! 

At this time ray Mother, who lived about fevch 
miles cjF, heard the Methodifis, who were infiru- 
frental in the hand of G^OD in bringing her to the 
knowledge of the truth. After Ihe had iaficd the 
good word ^ God, and the Powers of the World to. 
ccme, (he wrcftled wiih i-bc Lokd on ray account, 
WHO in a fhort time heard and anfwcred her in the 
Joy of be^hcdfU 
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When T left my place, I returned home, an J be- 
gan buGnefs for myfelf.. I was then delivered fr^m 
my old Companions, and by that means freed fron) 
many fnares and temptations, which bct'jre 1 v^as 
cxpofed to. 

Frbruary 1749. I heard the M?''hodifls. The 
vrord was a'tendi-d with the Demonjlrdiion of the 
^<j?irit, and with PoW'tr, By this means 1 was hion 
bi ought u:;der a deep conviftion. The icmenibriiix c 
of my fiiis was now giievousto me; and ihc burd 'n 
of theno Wds intolerable. My Rrlations were Jome- 
limts afraid I Jhmld loft 7iiy tieafoa i Ufted .iiid 
prayed much and often thought that a htiffir cfuU 
Was too good for fuch a wretch as me. Arrows 
c/ the Almighty fiuck Jajl in me, and his hund 
prejfed me fore, \ Frequeniiy kceeled at my bcdfide, 
and wreftled with GoD io Prayer till near midnight : 
^nd fometimes 1 was afraid to lie down in bed led I 
Ihould awake in he!i. At other times I fell on the 
ground and roared for the very difquietnefs of my 
heart. Sometimes I was forely tempted that the 
Day of Graci was pad ; and that, though 1 fought, 
I fliould never find mercy at the Hand of God. 1 
remember, one afternoon, Satan was permitted to 
injeft blafphemous thoughts into my mind to fuch a 
degree, that they greatly afiefied both my body and 
Toind. I felt fomething of that diRrefs >rhich D^vid 
mentions in the 1 i6fh pfalm : The farrows of Death 
compaffed me : and ike pains of hell gat hold upon 
me : I found trouble and forrow. Then cadtd 1 up^ 
0tk the name of the Lord ; O Lord, I de/eech thee^ 
deliver my foul ! At other times, when I haard the 
Preachers fpeak of the love ^Christ, and of 11 is 
williognefs to fave poor loft iinncrs, it fixed my con- 
vi£lions the deeper, to think I ihould be fuch a rebel 
againft fo lovinga S AVio u R ! Bui.ilejfed be God I 
th'jugh my coavi£lions were very deeg, they didcQL 
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In April, I heard Mr. Downs preach on part of 
the fifteenth Chapter of St. Luke. He told us how 
. willing the Lord was to receive returning Prodi- 
gals : under this Sermon 1 f«und a Great Deliver* 
ance. My burden was taken away. And from that 
day, I never found that diflrefs 1 had felt before. — 
But, as yet I was not fully fatisfied that my fins were 
ftrgiven. 

Alter this I had a calm ferenity in my Soul, and 
often much Peace and Joy : but 1 wanted a clearer 
manifeilation of the pardoning Love of Go d. And 
this HE was pleafed to give me foon after^ under the 
preaching of Mr. Richard Trathan. I could then 
indeed fay, Lord I will praifetkee! Though thou 
waft angry with me, thine anger is turned awziy, and 
thou comforttjl me. B hold, God is my Salvation : 
I will trujl and not be afraid: fox the Lord Jeho« 
VAH is my Strength and my Song, he al/o is becomi 
ffiy Salvation. And although, iince then, I have 
met with fore trials, and fometimes have been bro't 
very low ; yet I have never loft my confidence of 
the favour of God, and truft I never fhall. 

Some time after this, Mr. William Roberts (then 
the traveling Preacher in our Circuit) told me, ** You 
mufl take care of the little Clafs.^^ 1 was (Iruck with 
fear, and went out of the room, telling him, •* 1 
cannot undertake it.^' But he infilled on it ; and as 
the People defined 1 (hould,^ I at laft complied, tho' 
v»ith great reluQance ; for I thought there were 
fomein the Clafs whofcabiliiics wcrc*fir fuperior to 
ii)ine. • 

1 then bought a large Bible, with fome other 
Books, and applied myfelf to Prayer, and to reading 
the Ho!y Scriptures. And it pleafed God to open 
my utider (landing more and more, to lee the wond« 
reus things contained in His wokd. 

About this time I was often befct by fome difput* 
stjous AmbaptiRs, who cndeavQured lo jrovc uacoa* 
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ditional EleSion. I generally (lopt them fliort, by 
alking, •* Do you bclic-vc abf >!uie Reprobation ? D.> 
you think ih^t the Merciful God did, tr^ m aM Eicr- 
niiy, appoint the grcatefl parr of the hum n Race to 
Eternal Damnation, without any pc^fliLili'.y o( bein^; 
favcd ? If you believe that he appointed the end, do 
you not believe that he alfo appoin:cd the means to 
bring them to it : and if fo, do you not make him 
the author of all the (in that ever was committed V 
On their conlcfling that they did believe this, I told 
them 1 could oat be of their minds for fcveral rea- 
fons. 

JFirft, Bccaufe it would beunjuft to ?pp<)in: :lem 
to (in, and tben to punifh them with cvcrlaliiRg fir« 
for fulfilling that appointment. 

Secondly, Becaufe it would impeach Cod's vera- 
city, WHO has poflTitively afferted, that \\ k ivill h.zve 
ALL mtn to be Javed, and come to the inowledjjc of 
the truth : more cfpecially, feeing he coridcfcends 
to confirm ibis truth with an Oath, fwearrng^ /Is I 
live, I have no pleafure in the death of the wicL d, 
tut that the wicked turn from his way and live. 

Thirdly, Becaufe if God intended that the great, 
eft part of the human Race fliould unavoicUbly fuf- 
icr Eternal Torments, hl would not hav? given 
only begotten Son to die for them ; according to 
thefc declarations ; Go© fo loved the world that IIK 
gave His only begotten Son, that whojeever btlievctk 
on HliA^JJiould not perijli, but have everlajlinfr Uft. 
And HE is the propitiation for fur Jtns : attd r,ofjor 
ours only, but alfo for the Jins of the whole world. 

Fourthly, Becaufe if he had intended to fend the 
greateft part ot his helplefs creatures to hell, with- 
out a poffibility of being faved, he woul<i not have 
fent HIS Spirit to convince the world of Sin, oj Ri^ht- 
toufnej's, and of a Judgment to come : much Jefs 
would the Grace of God that brin^eth Salvation 
have appeared to Ahh men ; UachXn^ ilum.iW iic- 
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nying ung$dlinefs and worily lufls, they fkouli live 
Jifberly, righuoujly, and godly in this trejcnt world. 
Looking J§r thmt blfjjcd Hope, and. the glorious ap^ 
fearing of the Great Gou, and our Skviovk 
Jj5 s u s Ch R I ST. When they found that they could 
Aot prevail, they went away and gave me no farther 
trouble. 

After this I met my Clafs conllantly, to whom I 
fometimes gave a word of Exhortation, and never 
found myfelf more happy than when among the 
Children of God. 

There were at this time in the Neighbourhood fe- 
veral local Preachers : but they had more places to 
fireach at on a Sabbath-day than they could poflibly 
fupply. One of them, (Thomas Randall) came to 
me and laid, gdr •* The PeopU are flarving for want 
of breaa: and can You withhold it from them ? The 
Lord hus put it into your hand: but you are not a 
good Jleward :. other wife you would difpenfe to all 
their portion of m£at in due feafon** His words 
made a deep impreflion on my mind ; for, before 
this, I had a conviQion that it was my duty to call 
iinocrs to Repentance. And though I put him off 
lor the prefenc, yet I could not (hake oiF a continual 
fear, left I was burying my Talent in the earth ; 
&nd (h3dd bt condemned at laft, as an unprofitable 
Icrvant. 

Some time after, preaching had been appointed at 
« neighbouring place : and no Preacher was at lib* 
crty to go. Wof d was Tent to me, that if I did not g«« 
the people would be difappointed. I was then in a 
flrait, and knew not what to do. I prayed for direc- 
tion, and then came to this refolution, " 1 will go 
this once, and fee whether I am enabled to fpeak to 
the People or not ; fo fhill 1 be better faiisfied either 
to fpeak again* or to be fileqt." Accordingly I took 
ir2y horfc and fct out with a trembling heart. Wheo 
/ cMSDc :o (be phce thtrc wer c roott T?co^\^\W vkf 
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h«ufe would contain : this obliged me to preach in 
the open air : when I ftood up it wa; with much 
fear aud trembling. However, I gave out a Hymn, 
and went to Prayer, wherein 1 found unexpe£led 
Liberty. I then read A£ls iii 19. Rep^ui ye^there^ 
Jort^ and be canverted^ that your Arts may it blotted 
^ut, when ths times of re/re/hing Jhall come from the 
Prejtnce of the Lord. The Lord fet both my 
heart and tongue at liberty, to declare bis word.«- 
The people heard not only with great attention ; but 
ftiowers of tears ran down many cheeks. The good 
impreffions then mads were not only deep, but la fl- 
ing : for when I was in Cornwall, in July 1777, 
fome weU remembered what they had beard between 
twenty and thirty years before. 

After this I laboured conftanily as a local Preach- 
er. And though my abilities were not large, yet 
God gave me favour in the eyes of the People : 
and it pleafcd him to make the plain words 1 fpoke, 
a Bleffing to many Souls. 

At this time the world began to fmile on me.-— 
Living with my Mother, my board cofl me nothing : 
I ^ot maney iaft at my bufinefs : and had a rich 
Uncle who appeared to have a great regard for me : 
I had a good horfe to ride wherever I pleafed, and 
was happy in the midft oi my Chrifiian friends. I 
alfo built me a houfe in the parilh of St. Mewan, in 
order to fix my Tabernacle there. 

Juft then I received a letter from Mr. Wcfley, en- 
quiring if I was willing to be a travelling Preacher ? 
And ifl was, djfiring me to go into the Weft of 
Cornwall. I wrote back my objeQions : 1, That 
ny aged Mother defired I would not leave her : e. 
That not only my relations, but my Chriftian friends 
weje unwilling x% part with me : and 3. That tho' 
I might be oi fome ufc among my Neighbours, vet 
my abilities were not equal to fo g^teav ^n«o\V.» 
yViOj lully stntwcttA all wy oVj<&\o^\% W.^'v 
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the things of this world, were not worthy to be com- 
pared with the things of God : and though my 
Mother defired my comoany, (he was not dependent 
on rne ; neither could I find any iiiaterial reafon why 
I (hould not travel, So after a (bort druggie in my 
mind, I refolvtd to give up all for Chkist : and, 
accordingly, 0£lober j2, I7,')4, 1 took my hoife, 
and without delay, went into the Weft of Cornwall. 
Here I laboured till AuguR i755t<wi^h much faiis^ 
fa£lion ; and, 1 hope, the Word was a bltffing to 
many. 

When the Preachers who were appointed for 
Cornwall the enfuing year came, I lek the county 
and laboured about fix weeks in Devonfhire. Front 
thence I rode to Briftol, where I fpcnt a few weeks 
very agreeably. Then 1 fet off tor London, where 
(through Mercy) I fafely arrived on the goth of Oc- 
tober, 1755. Here I received miach benefit from 
the ferious, loving converfaiioa of our Chrifliaa 
iriends : I alfo found a Great BlefTiog in difpenfing 
the IVord, But my ftay here was very fliort ; for, 
in about a fortnight, I fet off far Norwich : when I 
canae within fight oi the City, 1 wept over it, and 
lifted up ivy heart to God in Prayer«that HE might 
biefs my labours in that place, I believe the Lori> 
beard, and anfwered my Prayer \ for, though we were 
much perfecuted. He was pieafed to blefs the word 
of HIS Grace to many Souls. 

I left Norwich on the 8 h of February 1756, and 
came to London on the igih. Here, I again found 
a refuge from the ftorm. After fpending three 
months very comfortably in and near London, I fet 
off for Canterbury, where 1 met with a few Friends 
who werelfraelites indeed ! In whofe convefation i 
found great fatisfaflion. Oh what a blefling it is to 
be with thofe who are truly devoted to God \ I 
fpeut about fix weeks here, and at Dover, Sandwich. 
Miid a kw oibcr places^ vrith great ^leafarc aod profit 
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to my own Soul ; and I hope many others were prof- 
ited by my labours. The loih of July, I returned 
to London again, where I fiayed about three weeks, 
and on the sd of Augufl fct off for Portfmouth, where 
T arrived fafe on the 3d. After fpending fix daya 
here, I croffed over to the IDe of Wight, where I 
found a few difciples at Newport, who had made 
choice of Goi> for their portion : efpecially three in 
one houfe ; one of whom had been confined to her 
bed for4|(ne years, but tiappy in God, and waiting 
for her oiffolution. Oh \^ow much better is it to 
dwell in the Cottage of Fanny Bevas with Christ, 
than to dwell in the pahce of Alexander or Nero, 
without him! After fpending two nights in the 
Inland, 1 returned to Portfmouth ; and on the 13th 
took horfe early in the morning, and came to Lod« 
don the fame evening. 

The ig\h of July 1757, I embarked at Dublin, 
and landed at P^irkgate on the scih. After fpending 
a few days at Chefter, I fet off for the Conference at 
London. From thence, I fet off for Whitehaven, 
where 1 arrived fafe on the 31ft of Auguft : here the 
Lord blefl me greatly both in my labours and in my 
own Soul : many finners w^ere convinced and con* 
verted, and the Society was much increafed. Here 
I met with Benjamin Bigg, who travelled with me 
three or four year?} He was a favourite fervant of 
the old Sir James Lowther, and was the only perfon 
in the room when his mafler died. Sir William, the 
next heir to Sir James, left my friend fifty pounds a 
year for life, which he fpent in doing good. 

The aoth of April 1758, I embarked with my 
companion for Liverpool ; but the Captain of the 
Veflel deceived his Paffengers, and carried us all to 
the I fie of Man, where we flayed a week, 'i he fec^ 
ond evening, I preached in a large barn ; but on Sab- 
bath it woiifd not contain the Coi\5,Te^^,v\ciTv^ 
lyas obhged to prtich abtoa^. T^^ ^-co^X^voi 
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cral hehartd well, and gave grfirat attention. After 
1 left the Ifljnd, fome oi them fent to Whitehaven, 
defiring to have aoo;her Picachcr. Bat it was fomc 
years before another was fent ; there being fo little 
probability of doing any confiderablegood wliile the 
whole ifland was a neft of finu^Rlers. The Duke 
of Aihol was then King of the ifland : but the cafe 
is now altered ; for fince it has been purchafed of 
the Duke and united to the Crown of England, that 
deteildble trade is rooted out : a confiderat^ part of 
the ifland is cultivated : at one part of it, a herring 
£fliery is eftablifhed : at another, a Urge linen man* 
ufaftory. And now we fee the Iruii of our laboara 
there in the Converfion of many ftncers to GoD. 

After we had been in the ifljnd above a we* k, we 
embarked again for Liverpool ; from thence we haf- 
tened on, and got to Briflol the gih of Auguft. ia 
time for the Conference. 

When the Conference ended, I laboured in the 
Wiltfiiire Circuit with great fatisfaftian, till Janua- 
ry, 1759. I then received a latter from Mr. Wtf- 
Icy, who defired me to haften to Norwich with all 
fpecd ; for he had taken the charge of the late Mr. 
Wheatlfy's Tabernacle, and People ; and a charge it 
was indeed ! for many of Wheatley*s dear Lamba 
were little better than wolves. Some who were fin. 
cere among them joined with our Society ; fome of 
them joined with William Cudworth, the Amino- 
tnian ; and fome met with one Elcey Good. I the* 
clearly faw the dreadful confequences, which attend, 
cd the doftrine of fuch preachers : their hearers were 
Dot converted to God, and their lives were a fcan- 
dai to thegofpel of Christ. What from outward 
perfections, and the irregular lives ot proftflbrs, I 
met with many trials the three months 1 ftayed there; 
yet the Lord was my fupport, and before 1 left them^ 
things appeared to wear a brighter afpe6l, Miny of 
ike triO^n had left hs, and others had joined in their 
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Ueui : and in general we had a Terious Congregation. 

I Stayed at Norwich from the 30tb of January till 
the beginning of May, and on the I went to 
Colchefter, where I ftayed a few months, and came 
back to London on the ^th of November. This was 
like putting into harbour after a fevere ftorm. But 
alas 1 here we have no continuing City. Oh that we 
may feek one to come, whofc Builder and Maker is 
God! 

December Iiih, I left London again, aad came to 
Canterfllry on the liith, and laboured near three 
months in the Kent circuit, with much fatisfadion. 
Juft as I was going to leave that City, a widow Gcn« 
tlewoman of confidenbte fortune teiade her cafe 
known to Mr. Lepine, and told him ibe would be 
very glad if I would call and take a bre<ikiaft wiib 
her. Mr. Lepine brought chc meffage, and accori- 
ingly I called on her, and we bad fome converfation 
together on a fobjefl of a very fcrious nature; and 
though I intended to aiier my Jlate, if I could meet 
with a fuitable Companion, yet, on mature deliber- 
ation, I found (he was not the p( rfon with whom I 
could be happy. My chief reaion was, a fear that 
fhe was not devoted lo God. 

On the 28th of February, 1760, I returned to Lon* 
don again. / found it onot more a place of reji ; for 
here 1 had only to preach Ki^^hl and Mornings with* 
out taking charge ot the So.i.ty. Here, were alfo 
mftiiy helps to bring us forward in our fpiritual jour* 
ney. Here I could live and die : but thy will be 
done. 

I kfl London in Apiil, and on the &6th arrived at 
Bedford. While I flayed here, I h-id a fovere fe- 
ver, which 1 hope was a prcfi able School ; I could 
(ay it was good tor me thai I was tfil.fted. The A- 
pothecary pourcrd in his drugs ; but I was atmoft 
burnt up with third, and wdnted a good draught of 
water, which 1 couiduot obum, vvW ov.t ^v^x 
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mod of the family were io bed, I prevailed with the 
fervant girl to fet a bottle by my bedfide. I took a 
hearty draught and iell into a fweat, and by the next 
evening (through mercy) 1 was able to preach. 

On the 28th of May 1 returned to London again, 
and through a kind Providence got acquainted with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Berrisford, whom i vifited feveral 
times while I fiayed in town. And 1 hope our vif« 
its were profitable : we J:ldom parted uithoul Pray'^ 

In Auguft, Mr Jones, Mr Han^pfon.^d 1, fet 
cflF for Bi iftol. Having tun aljent from my friends 
above jive years^ I had a defire to pay them a vtfit ; 
fo, after the Conference, I went wiih Mr. Wtfley to 
Cornwall. After 1 Lad fpent a liitU time at home, 
I continued to labour in the £a(l of Cornwail with 
iDUch fati»fa£lion till February, 1761. 

I then received a letter from Mr. Wcfley, defir- 
ing me to hailen away to my old flation at Ncrwich. 
So 1 had a journey to take between three and four 
hundred miles in the dead of winter. However, I 
fet off, and reached Norwich the mh of March.— 
Here I contiaued till Auguft, and laboured with more 
fatisfa£lion, and more fuccefs than 1 had the year be« 
fore. 

After our Conference 1 went into Suffex, where I 
met with a young clergyman whom God had cailed 
out of darknefs into HIS marvellous Light, But at 
there is no communion between Ught and Darknefs^ 
bis Reflor foon differed with him. He then joined 
the Methodifls, and (ince that time has laboured as a 
faithful fervant in bis Mafler's Vineyard. 

November the 9th, 1 came back to London, aaii 
continued in town four months. On the Jiih of 
February I762, (after near two years acquaintance) 1 
vas married to Mrs. £Iizabeth Berrisford. She has 
proved a faithful Companion, and travelled with me 
through a gre^t pan of this Kingdom^ and has rather 
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been a fpur than a hindrance to%ie in the work o^ 
the Miniftry. Lord, reward her a thoufand fold in 
her own bofom ! 

On the loih of April we fct ofiF in the flage for 
Bedford. When we came within a lew miles of the 

J » lace, one of the horfes dropped down and died in a 
ew minutes. How uncertain is life, either in roan 
or beaft 1 While we were in thofe pans, I vifitcd 
Towcefter, Whittlebury, and fome other places, and 
found ajjlefling among thofe fimple, honeft-hearted 
People. 

We returned to London again on the 3d of May, 
where we flayed about fix weeks, and then fet off 
once more for Norwich, where we arrived fafe 
the 19th of June. Htrt I generally preached iwtce, 
/ome limes tkricc a da;, ; be/ide meeting the Society^ 
vifiting th: Jick, &c. But^ Lord, what hajl thou 
denf to fave jinners ! What haft thon done to Jave me ! 

We ilayed at Norwich above four moBihs, and re- 
turned to Lohdon on the ad of November. The 
19th we fet off again to villi our friends in Oxtord 
and Buckinghamfhire, and the Lord was very gra- 
cious to me in this journey. On Tuefday, Decem- 
ber the 7th, as I was going from High-Wicombe to 
Epiftone, I called at a farm-houfe to enquire the 
road ; the miflrefs who direflcd me, went in and 
told the family ihire was a Meihodift preacher gone 
to Mrs. Clark's. The Mafler of the houfe, wiih his 
Son and Daughter, the M^n and Maid-fervant, in a 
fliort lime fit rfF to hear the Preacher. On the road 
the Mafter faid, if the man does not fpeak good fenfe, 
1 will confound him before the People. When they 
came into the houfe they could not fit together for 
l<}Ughir.v. 1 pr*jched on Rom, viii. 9. Now^ if 
ny man have not the Spirit of Ch k j st, he is none of 
MIS. the Lord was pleafcd to fend the Word 
with Power to all their hearts. Ttveu Uvi^^v^^^^^'^'^ 
turned into mournings ani iWu j^y \ 

G 
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fo they returned Hbme with broken and contrite 
hearts. Some time after, when the mafter was on 
his death bed, he fent for a Preacher to pray with 
Lim, and I hope he is now in Paradife, Afterwards 
Mrs. Clark had preaching in her houfe, and 1 be- 
lieve it continues there to this day. Lord, let them 
z\\ be found at thy right-hand in the Great 
Day of Accounts ! 

On December 15th, we returned to London again, 
where we continued till the 5th oi March, 44763. — 
We then fet ofF for Canterbury. I was much bled 
in my own Soul the two Tiionihs I ft^yed iu this cir- 
cuit : and I hope the Lord made His Word a Blef* 
fing to many. On the iftof April, bcinjy Good- 
Friday, I preached on John xix. 5 Behold iht Man ! 
My heart was melted down I ith love to my Re- 
deemer, who had fufFered death upon the Crofa 
for «ur Redemption : I was exceeding happy m my 
own Soul, and I believe many found a remarkable 
BiefTing that evening. The next night, being Eafter- 
Eve, I dreampt I faw Chr 1ST on the Crofs, and the 
wound of the fpear in his Bread : to which Wound 
I faw one fly lor Confolation. 1 then 1 bought HE 
came down from the Crofs and flood on the ground, 
with His Servant Mofcs on his left hand. 1 then 
began to examine myfel? whether I was fincere or 
not, and thought I could appeal to him, that it was 
my dcfireiodo HiS will. Yet I was confcious that 
if he was to mark iniquity, he could find caufe c- 
nough to condemn me. 1 then thought I went to- 
wards uiM weeping, and contefling my fins. As I 
went forward begging for Mercy, 1 thought his 
tnercijul Eye overlooked them a!!. 

The 4fh of May we returned to London, where 
l^e flayed two months, and then fet off for-Norwich 
again, and arrived fc:fe the 2d of July. Here I con- 
tinued in my old (lation till the 3 1 ft of OSober, and 
the Lord blefl'my labours with a meafure of fuo- 
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Cefs. On the 2d of November we came to London 
tncc more, wher2 we continu ed iLe 7.h of Feb- 
ruary, 1764. Then u e fet cfT flg-iin, and on Friday, 
the loth, Coma to Saliftjry. The Lord was very 
gracious to me in this journey. On Sabbath lie 
I2ih, I preached in ihc cvenint; fiom H:>fej li j6. 
Tkou Jhill call mz IJIA, The Lord blell th^ WorJ \q 
nuny ; one young man in particulur was then jurii- 
fied, and ever fince has been an orrument to hi^ pro* 
lefTion. 

0(1 WedneWjy, the i^^h, w« arrived fafe ai Brif* 
toJ, where I laboured with niuch fatisfaftion abo\ .> 
£ve nioaihi. Here the people are eflabli(hed \\\ 
Religion, and many oi tb^m much devoted to God. 
Our Conference this year was in this City, in the be- 
ginning of Auguft : after which, Mr, Wefliy bad 
propofed to vifit the Societies in Devon(hir« and 
Cornwall ; but having a fudden call to LnndDn, lie 
defired nsc to fupply his place. This I did willing- 
ly : and the nr)ore fo, as my Wife had never fecn my 
Relations, Accordingly, 1 fet off on Monday, the 
I3^h, and preached at Limplon that night, I'uefday 
the 14th, 1 preached at Taunton, and on Wedncfday 
the i^lh, at Collumpton. Here I met my old friend 
Mr, William Roberts : what pitv that a man of fuch 
eminent abilities fnould be confi aed to fo narro'A' a 
fpherel On ThurfJay the i6'h, I preached at Exe- 
ter, Oil Friday the ijih, we met fcjveral of our 
friends on the road who c^me from Plymouih-Dock, 
expefting to meet Mr. Wtfl^y, They returned with 
us, and as foon as 1 came to Deck, 1 went immedi- 
ately to the preaching houfo, vwhich was i^uiie lull 
oi people : and though they were difappoinied in the 
xnftrument, our Lord did not difappoint us: for 
HE crowned our ifTembly wiih His prefence. I 
preached again on Saturday the i8ih, and twiccthe 
next day. Here I met with John Trembsth, ci^ce 
an eminent Preacher, and <tn infirurx^ent for good to 
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fhoufands I but now roiferable in his own mind, and, 
I fear, a Have to fin ! Oh, how art the mighty faUm^ 
and the weapons of war perijhed! Shall he, afier 
preaching to others, become a caft-away bimfelf ?— 
ilather let kim once more awake, and ftrive to fji?e 
his own foul, with thofe who have heard him ! 

After morning preaching on Monday the£©ih, we 
fct off, croffed Saltafh Paffage, and went on to John 
Bum's, near Lefkard, where we lodged that night. 
Tuefday the 2 1 ft, we arrived fafe at St. Auille, where 
we were met by ray Mother and Uncle; who were 
fjad to fee me and their new Relation. After preach- 
jng, we went home with my Mother, where I left my 
"Wife the next day, and fet off to fuppiy thofe places 
where Mr. Wtfley was expe£led. The Congrega- 
tions were very large in mod places. I rejoiced to 
fee many of my old acquaintances ftill travelling in 
the Road to Sion, and found fweet Communion with 
God in this journey, 

Wednefday, September 12th, I returned home, 
and after vifiting a few Societies in the Neighbour* 
hood, we tock our leave o( our friends. Oh that 
we n;^ay all meet on the Mount of God, where Piin 
and Parting ihall be no more I 

Monday the 17th, we fet off for Port-irtac, and 
after vifiting the Societies on the Weftern Coafi, we 
came to Brifiol on Tbuifd<iy the 2f th, wheie we flay, 
ed a few days : and on Monday Oflober lil, we fct 
off again, and artived fdfe in London on Thurfday, 
the iiih. We fpent about three months in Town: 
hut this is not our refling place; Lord, bring us 
fdfe at laft, where the weary are at rejl I 

On Toefday, January i^, we fct off for Leeds, 
vifiiing the Societies as we went along. On Thurf- 
dfiy 24th, we came to Sheffield, where Mr, Wcfley 
deiired me to Qay a few weeks, in order to flili the 
mob, if it was poflible, I hope my fiay here was of 
iife, as ihc peilecuiion was much abated before 1 went 
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Mircli 8 h, we came to Leeds. I laboured in this 
Circuit with much fiiisfaflion for five months. It 
being a remark jblc dry fumiuer, the pjflures \v<:re 
almoft burnt up, and the Cattle ready to perifli for 
want. I appointed Fiiday, Aagull ad, for a day cl 
fafting and prayer, by the Socieiier of th.*! Circuit. 
We met at five o'clock in the moriMn^. aga n at ei«h?, 
at one, and fevea in ihe evening Wh-n we c; me 
out from Prayer at eight o'clock in the morning, our 
Gracious Father fent a ftw gen'le drops on llie 
earth. At one o'clock we met again, and 1 cxpcun- 
dcd D^'Uteronomy xi. 13. and the following veifcs. 
When we came out we bad a gentle fh nver. AF:cr 
the evening fervice, the heavens grew blick wiili 
c!cuds, and when we got up the next morning, the 
earth was grea^iy re(r:Tnvd vvi.h r^in, which coniin- 
ued lo fall upon it. This proved a blj-fa-^g to m.ai y 
Souls, when they faw fuch a rem jrkalle anfwrr to 
Prayer. Elijih fent his fervant feven times before 
the rain came ; but the Lord was pleafed to anfv\'cr 
BS on the fecond time. Whenever 1 think of tb it 
day, my heart rrclis with gratiti:de to God, for ii : s 
great condefcenfijn in anf-^'cring the Prayers of 11 is 
feeble and unworthy Children. 

This year there was a greater fall of fnow in Yoi k- 
fl'.ire than had been known in the memory of man. 
I( began on Tuefday, February the nth, and conun- 
ued till Friday the i/^*h, I was confined at Hud- 
dersfield all this time : when it ceafed, I attempted 
to return to Birflal ; but when I cams about ha!i- 
vay, going up Murfi;*ld Moor, I could not fi )d the 
caufeway. The Snow was fodeep that it reached a- 
bove my knees. Ihe horfe could not' walk ; but 
was furced to plun^^e, and was ready to fall upon me. 
I then thought 1 Ihould be buri d in the fnow. Be- 
ing quite fpen?, and feeing a ftw Cottages at a dif- 
tance, I called for help. A mjn opened his door^ 
and looked on me awbil taea vu\^^^ \tv ^^^^v^.^ -^.^^ 
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(hut hts door after hin. and left me in that fii,«atioii« 
Not being able to go on, I continued to call for hel p 
at lai) two young Men came out of another Cottage, 
who knew where the Caufeway lay. One of them 
Jed my Horfe, and I followed after. I was glad to 
give them a (hilling to take me up to the top of the 
Moor. 1 had two or three guides after that, and at 
lad, through a Kind Providente, I got to Gomerfai, 
ivithin one mile of Birilal : but the narrow lanes be. 
ing filled with fnow I could go no farther. At iaft 
I got to Mr. Rhodes' houfe, who took care both of 
Man and Beaft. When I got up the next morning 
I faw the Neighbours carrying home a dead perfon. 
He was a ilrong man, and had not walked much a- 
bove a half a mile ; and was but little above a ftoac'« 
call from his own houfe. Good Lord, hitherto thou 
hafi preferved me, for which I defire to return thee 
xny unfeigned thanks i 

Friday, April 3, ijSj^hj the defire of the Count* 
efs of Huntingdon, I fet off for Brighthelmfione, 
where I continued three weeks. While I was here, 
I received a letter which gave me an account of my 
Mother's death, who died calling upon the Lord.— 
She had ktiown the Lord about nineteen or twenty 
years, and had adorned the Gofpel from the time of 
her Converfion. As (he h^ always been a very kind 
Mother, but more efpecially So ever fince flie had 
known the Grace of God, I was concerned for the 
lofs of iuch a Parent ; but, on the other hand, when 
I confidered that (he was gone to her reward, I found 
great Joy and thankfulnefs. May her Children con- 
tinue to tread in her fteps, that we may rejoice to« 
gether before the Thront to all Eternity ( 

On Friday the 84th, I fet off in the fiage coach 
for Cornwall, to fettle fome temporal affairs, which 
I compleated, and returned again to the Conference. 

From hence I went into the BriQoI Circuit, where 
we tadd re/DarkaWc incrcafc of the Work ot God ; 
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c^cially at Kingrwood. I added above a hundred 
and lixty members to that finglc Societv ; mod of 
whom found peace with God. When God te^ch- 
eih, there is n« delay in learning. It was aftoniOi* 
ing to hear the poor Colliers in Prayer ! Tney pray- 
ed with fuch (impiicity and fervour, as was enough 
to melt a4ieart of ftone. Children alfo were fre- 

Juently heard crying to the Lord to convert their 
arentt, that they might not go down with grey hairs 
and forrow to the grave ! And thirteen or fourteen 
children at the fchool were enabled to rejoice in God 
their Savioun But which of thefe will endure to 
the end ? 

Fridvy, February 10. 1^69, after preaching at our 
Chapel in We& Sireet, Miis Lie (of Wolverhamp- 
ton) told me, that near five years ago, (he had heard 
me preach at Briilol, when the Lord was pleafedto 
fend the word with power to her heart. From that 
time flie never re (led till (he had found peace with 
God. She faid, fhe was then fpoilcd for good 
company, as the world calls it I Her Mother and 
friends at firft thought (he was going mad ; but after 
awhile, her Mother became nearly as mad as her felf ; 
for flie a!fo began to cry for mercy, and to attecvd 
the preaching of the word at every ^opportunity. — 
May they both endure to the end, that they may be 
favfd I 

Wednefday, April 19, Mr Charles Greenwood 
invited me to a feaft, provided for the poor, the 
maimed, the halt, and the blind. After dinner, I 
fung a hymn, gave an exhortation, and went to pray- 
er. The poor feemed much afft!6led, and were 
thankful for food at^d advice, as well as for the mon- 
ey Mr. Greenwood gave them. Oh that all who 
have it in their power would follow his example ! 
that when the Redeemer (hall appear on his 
Great White Throne, he may fay umovUt^ 
ulfo, 1 was hungry and ye gave UB. mt%X\\H5^\ 
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thirfly and ye gave me drink ; I was naked and ye 
clothed ME : — therefore, come, ye bit fled of my 
Father, inherit t!ie KiNGBOM prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world, 

Monday 27, after preaching at five o'clock in the 
rooming at Brentford, one of our friends took me in 
his boat up the River, as far as Richmond. As I 
fiw, the Fifhermen draw their Net to fhore, who af*. 
ter toiling all night, had caught nothing. 1 cried 
out Blessd Jesus give nie more fuccefs, as fiflier 
of men ! Do thou always (land on the Shore, and 
direft me to caft the ret on the right Jtdc, ibit 1 may 
cnclofe a multitude for Thyself, 

The Houfes and Gardens on each fide the River, 
appeared pleafantly fituated, and at the lop of Rich- 
niond hill, we had a very fine profpeft. But I ob- 
ferved here and there, a Hatchment hung out, as a 
token of mortality ! Oh cruel death I cannot the 
rich, the mighty, the honor-ible inhabitants of ihefe 
(lately manuons forbid thy entrance, or cfcape Tky 
Dart ? May I have a Building of God, a Houfe^ not 
made, with hands. Eternal m the Heavens ! 

Wednefday, Junt* 7 1 read fome of Dr. Richard 
Lucas* Sernaons on Death, Judgment, and a (uitirc 
(late ; and found it profitable to confider myfelf 
ftandmg at the Bar of GoD, furrounded with dif. 
foiving NatuPc ! the World flaming I the Trumpets 
founding ! Armies of Angels attending? Rock<t and 
Mountains falling I Lightnings flifhing; thunders 
roiling I devils howling ! and the Judge fitting on 
HIS Great White 1'h rone! Lord ! cfcj'e 
in me a clean heart, and renew a right fpirit zi ithin 
me, that I may be fully prepared Jot that GKEAf 
Day I 

Tuefday 20 h, 1 preached at the Foundry, to a 
large Congregation, many of whom appeared to be 
Stfep)y aflc6l''<i : the Lord alfo blefl my own Soul, 
J preached again at five o'c\ock \J:ie u^inv 'Sitit^xTx^- 
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after which I was much a£Fii£led vfhh a pain in my 
breaft, and fpitting of blood. I believe the caufe 
was, preaching confiant]y twice a day, befidei meet- 
ing the focieties, and vifiting the fick. In fuch cafes 
I ana often at a lofs to know the will oi God. I 
would not fpare myfelf, neither would I imprudently 
throw my life away. But it I mud err, let it be on 
the fafe fide ! WkaUver Ifuffer, the ftt» days I re^ 
main on earthy Ut mt not tft numbered among the 
Jloihful fervants ! 

Saturday, July a2, 1769, we fet off for ihe North, 

I and lodged at Hertford that night. The next day I 
heard a fermon at Church ; but I heard not one 
word either of God, or Christ, or Death, or Jndg- 
menty or Heaven, or Hell. If this is the Gofpel 
that people hear, what wonder that fo many of them 
are without Christ, and without hope, and with- 
out Goz> in the world ! 

After vifiting the focieties on the road, we came 
to Leeds on Saturday the 29th. Our Conference be« 

; gan here, Tiefday, Auguft the ift. The Lord was 
with ua of a truth, and gave us a remarkable bUJing 
at parting. 

^aturuy the 19th, as I was going to the Preach- 
ing.Houfein Sunderland, I faw a poor drunkard, fo 
much intoxicated that he could not walk alone : he 
and literally been wallowing like a fow in the mire. 
He attempted to fwear, but could not fpeak plain : 
two of his companions led him to his own door, and 
as he was attempting to go down a pair of fione 
flairs, (ior he lived in a cellar) he fell, and fraflured 
Ms Ikttll : he lay fix hours after but never fpoke 
another word ; and in this condition went to appear 
before a Holy God I 

At a village called Oldham, about feven miles 
from Manchefter, (a place famous through all that 

I Country for daring and defperatc wick^da^U\ hi^ 
had hear/ ptifecuma ht dL feafoa. M\hi^^^ 
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ing to preach in the flreei one Sabbath day, two co»« 
ftables, wiih a great mob af thflr h<*els, lock me into 
caRody, fc^r riotous behaviour, in fi ging about iwa 
verfes of a hymn, as (he People were coming out of 
Church. They took me to a public houfe, and 
kept me all night. The Cnnftables and their affift- 
ants were foon fpecial drunk, and began to quarrel 
with each other. From words they foon went to 
blows. Ti e houfe where we were, belon-;ed to the 
clerk of ihe pari(h, whufe fon thinking me ill ufcd, 
took my^«rt, One of the Co^^ftables tnok him by 
the ci liar, on which he wrefted th? ftaff out of iht 
drunken Confiable's hand, and broke his head with 
it. 

The next day I was t;:ki'n before a Jufticc, and 
bound over to the Quarter SefTions, But I traverfed 
and had it tried at the Aflizes ; from thence the 
Caufe was fent back to the Quarter Seffions, whefe 
it w;is given againft me. while the jury were de- 
termining to find me guihy, one of them, a plain Cm* 
pie countryman, took an opportunity to flip out ol = 
Court, becaufe (as he faid aften^'ards) he could not j 
in confcience f^y, that finging a Hymn, with a peac^- • 
able multitude, was breeding a riot. 

From the beginning to the end of this afTdir, my 
Scul was kept in peace : and as to my perfecutors, I 
only wifhed that they might be turned from darknefi 
to Light, and from the power of fatan unto GoD, 
that they might receive forgivenefs of fins, and an in- 
heritance among them which are fanflified by Faith 
that is in CHRIST. 

After 1 had left thofe parts, 1 was glad to hear , 
that the Word of GoD had taken effe6t among the 
finncrs of Oldham ; thdt many of \htra were turned 
from the evil of their ways ; that they had foun,d 
peace with God ; and that in a fliort lime they built 
ihemfelves a Chapel, where tbey now peaceably af* 
fcmble to W'ciihip GoD in Spirit anci Ttuth. 1 al-. 
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fo hear that there is a great Reformation In other 
places in that Neighbourhood. O Lord ! thus let 
thy Kingdom comt with poW'ir, and prevail againft 
the kindom of darknefs in every place. 

Monday, July 19th, 1773, we left Mjnch:jller. I 
preached that evening at Maccleffield. The hcufe 
was quite crouded with attentive hearers ; I believe 
190ft of them were much aflFjfted, as they were eith- 
er mourniag after, or rejoicing in God. 

Tuefdav the soih, we came to Atti born, in the 
Peak of DerbyOlire, and not knowing any friends in 
the town, we called at an inn ; but I was foon found 
out, and defired to. preach in the JUeet, which I im- 
mediately did, on Romans viii. to a very atten^ 
tive Congregation, The Landlady of the Inn behav- 
ed remarkably civil : we then fet off, and I preached 
that evening at Derby. 

Wedoefday the 2 1 (I, I preached at Loughborough, 
and on Tuefday the 22d, at 5 o'clock in the morning- 
At noon I preached at Mountfoirel, and in theev9n« 
j ing at Leicefler. I blefs God. I had a Prefent Re- 
ward in preaching ; my own Soul v/as abundantly 
refrelhed while I was fpeaking to others. The three 
following days I fpent comfortably with the little 
Society at Northampton, and on Tuefday the 27th, 
came to London. This year I laboured in London 
with Mr. Bumftead and Mr. Atlay. But tl?r>ugh I 
was comfortably fituated, in many rcfpe61s« 1 was 
not without vaiious trials. Indeed* I have always 
found that fweets and bitters ; comforts and trials^ 
when blended together by the hmid of a wife and 
Gracious God, have not only been befl for nie, but 
abfolutely necejfary in this World of Danger, And 
fo I found it this Year. For 1 hope I can fay, all 
things worked together for good to my own Soul ; 
'and that, fo far frort hindering, rather promoted my 
uf^^rfulnefs awiong the People. And thus I have found 
it ever Dnce. ^ 'i^tertfore^ O Lokd, woV ^i^V v<\\\^ 
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but as TH9U wilt ! Thou knoweR what Is bed for 
ne at all times and under all circuroftances. Mate 
tne then the of)je£l of thy conflant cart, Jo Jhall I be 
fxjje from danger wkile on Earthy and praife thee 
to all Eternity, 

Sabbath, December the i8tb, I was deflred to 
preach a Funeral fernnon for Mrs. Hall, late wife ot 
Mr. John Hall, of Bedminfter, by whom flie had 
feveral Children. She was a tender Mother^ a lov^ 
ing and obedient Wife^ one who conftantly attended 
en the Means of Grace, and adorned her Profejjion 
in her Lije and Converfation, 

As (he was one day in the Market, (he was in* 
fiantly deprived of her fpeech and the ufe of her 
limbs. She was carried into her Brother's houfe, 
where (he was vi filed by (everal of her frinds. Af« 
ter awhile her fpeech was reflored, fo that (he was 
able to declare the Goodpefs of God. She would 
not fpeak about the things of this world ; but told 
us, file was happy in the Rfdeemer's Love, She lay 
a few days, and then returned in triamph to God. 

Though (he was very comely in her lifetime, yet 
flie appeared far more fo after her death. When the 
Spirit took its flight, it left the Heavenly (lamp on 
her Face. Her Brother (Mr. William Wait} WuS 
fo much afic£led with the fight, that he could fcarce 
look OB her. She brought to my mind that verfe in 
ene oi our funeral Hymns : 

Ah lovely appearance of Death ! 

No fight upon Earth is fo fair .* 
Not all the Gay Pageants that breathe 

Can with a Dead Body compare : 
y/kh Solemn Delight I furvey 

The Corpfe when the Spirit is fled, 
In love with the beautiful Clav, 

And longing to lie in its ftcad. 

I preached her funeral Sermon the next Satbath- 
day. The H©u'e was ^uite crouded with attentive 
bearers, and our Lord crowned ihe Affcmtlv ^uh 
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hit prefence : we (bared in the Joy of our departed 
friend, and had an anticipation of the Celeftial Ban- 
quet. 

Some time after this we began to preach at the 
Lime kilns, near Briflol. We went there every 
Tburfday night. By this means fsveral were con- 
vinced of fin and converted to Go d. I joined about 
twenty of (hem in Society in one night. They were 
quite in earned while I continued in thofe parts, and 
1 am informed continue the fame to this day. Lo^d, 
help them to endure to the end, that we may all re- 
joice at THY Right Hand, when thou corned 
in the Clouds of Heaven. 

This year another friend of mine (Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sofe) died. She was a fenfible Woman, and had 
adorned the Gofpel for many years. I vifited her in 
her lad illnels. And as nothing had pafTed through 
ber for feveral days, (he felt the mod excruciating 
pain. She was. never heard to murmur ; but was 
^uite refigned to the Will of God. When I fiw 
her, flie brought to my mind a faying of Seneca, 

That a Philofopher contending with, and getting 
above the mifery of human Life, was a fight fit to 
invite the gods 10 be fpeftators." And may we not 
fay, that GoD and Angels look down with great fat- 
isTaflion on a Chridian, triumphing over pain and 
the fear of deaih ? Even fo died this Gracious wo- 
man after eight or ten days illnefs, and i? now added 
to the nuinber of thole who piaife GoD and ihcs 
Lamb for evermore. 

This Year alfu Abraham Peacock, of Kin^fvvooJ, 
died. And as 1 have reafon to believe that I was in- 
drumen^al in his Converfion, and hcid him under my 
care at the time of his death ; it rn.^y not b? judged 
improper to fuhjoin a brief account of liim in this 
place. 

About thirty years ago» being a CoUv^^^ 
fcvcral others were (hut u-j \^ ^ V^^-^^l ^^'^'^^^'^^ 
H 
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an old Mine breaking in upon them. The whole 
country being alarmed, abundance of men fet to work 
and drew out the water. The Prifoners were confin* 
ed eleven days before they were delivered, in which 
time they eat their candles, chewed »heir (hoe-leath« 
er, an^ drank water ; which, by a kind Providence, 
preferred their lives. But all this had no good ef* 
fe61 cn Abraham, fnr he ftill continued a moft vile 
and abandoned prcfligatc. 

Some time after this he entered on board a Ship 
Jjound for Jamaica, * The Ship was caft away, and 
he and feveral of the Crew efcaped to a Rock, where 
they were confined fix days. Then, through a kind 
Providence, an Ecglifti vcffeJ came by and took ihem 
in, and brought them home to England, Abraham 
then went to his old employment ; but continued a 
rebel againft God, About feven years ago, when 
we had that Glorious Revival in Kingfwood, he was 
told hovv happy the people were who met together 
to pray, and fing prailes to God. " Why then,'* faid 
Abraham, ** 1 will go and hear them." When he 
came, the Word reached bis fl bborn hear*, and he 
was brought into deep Conviflions. But one night, 
when he was in bed, the Lord removed his load and 
fet his Soul at liberty. He arofc and came away to 
the fchool about midnight, and called Mr. Hindmarfli . 
He then told him, •* 1 believe I am goincr to die, for 
the Lord has forgiven all my fins." Alter this he 
had a very poor fta?e of health, and was not able to 
work. By this means he foon became fo exceeding 
low in his circurr. fiances that he had neither bread to 
cat, nor a bed to lie upon, 1 mentioned his cafe to 
a few friends in Biifl^ol, and among us. we procured 
him a bed and other neceflarics. For feven years he 
continued ^ great Monymant both of (ufferings and 
of patience, and then died in peace. Oh the Riches, 
both of the Wifdom and Goodnefs cf God ! How a- 
tundandy were they difplaycdin the cafe of this poor 
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man, wlio had fpent between fifty and &xiy years in 
d regular courfe'ol daring wickednefs ; and ihai God 
fhould not only preferve him anjiJfl ii all, but at laft 
convert his Soul, provide for his body, and then t.tke 
him 10 HIMSELF, to behold H^S ^.ce in Kighteouf* 
nefs. and 10 pralfe him to all E erniiy ! 

The two )edrfi I flayed in at*d about Brift .)!, I had 
fall cajj^loyment. For, bofij^js riding of.cn i.n, 
twelve, fifteen or twenty miles a diy, thro' all weaih. 
era, I had to preach twice a day frcq^iently, and fome- 
times thrice, befiJes meeting the focieties in varijua 
ways, vifitiog the fick, &c. which 1 found to be ve. 
TV wearifome to fljfh and blood. But whsn 1 con. 
Cd(?rcd what a charge I had, having near fkltccn h^m. 
dred fouls put under my care, cxclufive ol ull the 
Thoufands who heard me continually ; more efpe- 
cially when I confidcred that ejck of ihefe Souh zvas 
of more value than ten thoufand IVorlds ; all within 
me crii-d out, who is fuflicieai for ihefc things ! And 
I could fcarce refrain from faying with him of old, 
Lord^ fend by whom thou wUt, only ftnd not by m:l 
And 1 hope 1 never lofe fialu of the giemnefs 
of this undertaking, or the awf jinefs of the charge 
com Tiitted unto me : but, rather, that I /hall fee and 
feel more and more of its great and trem^jrjJojs im. 
portance every diy of my life : that \ may be more 
ferious and humble, more upright and earnefl before 
Him who haih called me to this wojk, and before 
ivhom 1 fiiill fconly fland to give an iiccount of my 
flewardfliJpl 

Friday, Jaly 19, I776. we left Brlftol, and fpent 
abdut a weei; with our friends in Bith. llrre we 
never had much, if any profpefl of doing any grtat 
good till very lately. This year 1 added leveral new 
Members, and many others found Peace and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoft. When we. left Baih we called on 
a few Societies in otir way, and came to Lci^dv:k\\ 
Monday the sgtb. This year 1 \a\>out^^ \^ xsxxxO^ 
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peace with Mr. Hindnrjarfli and Mr. Plloioor. Whrn 
we are free from outward trouble, there is danger left 
we fhould fa'] into a lukewarm ftate, // we defire 
to live holy and happy ^ we Jhould keep God and £• 
ternity always in view. 

Wednefday, June 4, I777, we left London, and 
went«into the Weft of England. Providence was ve- 
ry kind to us in this Journey. As we were going ofF 
Salifbury. Plain, I got out oi the cbaife to walk down 
a very keep hill ; when we canae to the bottom, as I 
was going in again, between my wife and me we 
dropt the reins, which hung on the horfc's heels ; ibis 
made him let ofTin full gallop, which he continued 

• for near a n:ii!e, with both of us in the Chaife. He 
then turned cfF the road through a narrow ga:c way 
leading to an inn, as if guided in every ftep by an in- 
vifible hand. The inn-yard was very narrow, that 
he could neither turn to the right nor left, and the 
ft^ible fronting, he was obliged to flop. God ! 

,furely thou didjl then give thine Angels charge to 
xuatck over thy poor je'vants who put their trujl in 
thee. After we had breakfaHed here, we fet off again, 
and went on through the Societies to Cornwall, wheie 
1 fpent about five weeks with great fatisfaClion. In 
many places iLe Congregations were fo large that £ 
\vtis ob'iged to preach abiojd. 1 found my Soul was 
much bieft. 1 rejoiced tq fee many of my old ac- 
quaintance and counirymsn walking in the Way 10 
Heaven. 

Friday, July i8'h, we left Cornwall, and came fafe 
to Brifto), on Tuefday the aQih. After our Confer- 
ence ended, we f^ii off for iheChefler circuit, whtre 
we arrived fife on Monday, Auguft the i8ib. This 
is a trying circuit to fl:lh and blood ; our j.Mjrnies 
are very long, and in many places the congregations 
very fmall : yet it pleafed God loblefsour labours 
and increafe our number. . 

Friday, jaauary 16, 1778, I came to Whitchurch; 
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but my cough and hoarfenefs were fach, that it wai 
with (jifficulty I cou!d fpeak fo as to be underftood, 
I defired Mr. Brown to fupply my place a few ddy5, 
while 1 retted at Mr. Si«is', ac Alperham, Bui as 
I was not willing 10 be idle, 1 wrote two H)rans, 
one for the morning, and another for the evening. — 
Since that time, 1 have wrote about fixty more. I 
find this to be both a plcafing and a profitable exer. 
cife : it keeps the mind q'jite engage'd on the fub- 
je3,and lifted up to God in Prayer for afliflance. 

Sabbath the c6.h, I preached at Minchefter in the 
morning, and the Lord was prefent to blefs us. In 
the afternoon 1 preached a: Oldham. Bu: oh uli^t 
zn alteration is here! 1 he lufl time I was in this 
place I was kept aprifoner in a public h jufe, among 
drunkards, fwearers, and fighters; but now, as foon 
as I entered their new Chapel, they fu.ig a Hymn ct 
praife to God, on roy acrount. 

From hence 1 went to I-eeds, where cur Confer- 
ence began Tucfday the 4th. 1 laboured this yeijr in 
the Bradfjnh Circuit. \vi:h Mr, Hopper and Mr. 
Johiifon, two of our old Preachers, who have ad^rii- 
ed the Gofpel, and been i;f-*iul Labonreis in 0iir 
Lord's vineyard for many years. We had fojiis 
i.'icreafe in our Circuit ihis year, arid fonie found 
jieace wirh God, But I find faun is very bafy in 
every place. At Halifax he caufcd a divifion in the 
Society about ai Angel with a Trumpet in his h ind, 
whicli one party would havcfixt on t ie top ol t..c 
1 juiiding board over the Pu!pii, lui the oiher would 
n.)t confrnt to it. And fo warm wer^ they o;i eacli 
fide, that the Preachers could not rLConci'e thenr. : 
io the affiir was Iftft to the dcclfi jn of WMl :y. 
When he came, he gave j jj^ment agii:;U the A i- 

f '?! ; and to j u: an end to a!! l:rifv, M . | 

fph Biadtord msde a turni {iCill'.^z of it on thcr ul- 
tar of peace. Is it not (Ir^nge tliai ri.tn cf co:T}'t.>.i 
f-iiif-', and vvlio profefs an unccmaioi. cicg'cc of il*. 
11 2 
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}'giOB, (hould contend fo warmly about fucb trifles 
as thcfe ? 

Saturday, July 3, I779, we left Halifax, and came 
to Bradforth. 1 continued here, and in the neigh- 
bourhood about a week, taking leave of our friends, 
in hopes to meet again where pain and parting (hail 
be no more. 

We then came on through the Societies to Lon- 
rfon, the place of my prefent deflinalion ; where I 
Jabour in connection with a number of my Brethren 
whom I highly efleem. I believe we love as Breth- 
ren, and that our labour is not altogether in vain ia 
the Lord. 

Upon the whole, when I look back on the many 
y«ars I have now fpent in teflifying the Grace of 
God, though I have Bot made that advancement in 
the way which I might have done, yet 1 can fay to 
HIS Glory, he has fo kept me, that none can lay 
any thing to my charge with regard to my moral con- 
du£l, fince God fir 11 fpoke peace to my Soul in A- 
pril, 1749. 

I am clearly convinced that God has called me to 
preach His Everlafling Gofpel. And the more fo, 
becaufe it has pleafed him by His Spirit, to confirm 
the word of H i s MefTenger. Indeed I am fully per- 
fuaded that he does confirm the word of all whom 
HE hath fenr, by ufingthera in turning Tinners frorq 
darknefs to Light, and from the power oi fatan 
unto God. 

And 1 believe, that Christ is able to fave unto 
the uttermoflall tbofe that come unto God through 
HIM. I cannot credit thofe who are corftinuaily 
telling the people, that the Cflnaimitetnufl dwell in 
the land to humble them : that is, b'blial muft be'a 
partner with Christ in this work ; as tho' CuRiST 
was not fufHcicnt to humble the fouls of . God's 
Children, without calling in fin and fatan to his af- 
fillance. Learn of me^ faith the Redocmer,y(7r / &m 
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meek dud lowly of heart ; and ye Jhall find rejl unto 
your Souls. 

I blefs God, I can fay to his Glory, I dofAd con^ 
Jlant Communion with him And I pay no regard 
to thofe who tell us, '*you muft come down from 
the Mount : and you rouft not mind your frames 
and feelings." Not If I have the Peace of God, do 
I not feel it ? If I do not fed it, I have it not. .Jnd 
if I do not feel joy in the Holy Gho/l it does notexi/i. 
And (hall I not feel it more and more ? I truft I (hall, 
if I go on from Fdith to Faith : if I daily grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge oi our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

I blefs God my heart is engaged in his Work : 
and therels nothing gives roe greater fatisfaSioo than 
to hear of the profperity of Sign Yet how much 
longer 1 (hall be able to travel, I cannot tell, as 1 have 
a fettled rheum hi fm in my knee and thigh, and am 
far paft the meridian of life. But in all circumflan^ 
ces I have chofcn God Jor my portion, and the Lot of 
my inheritance forever. He hath been my helper 
hitherto ; ar^d 1 truft, he will help me to the end. 
'OLord! forfake me not in my old age. Lay Thine 
Everlafting Arms beneath me ; and give me a fafe 
and comfortable pa(rdge through the Valley of the 
fliidow of death : and then bring me to thy Holy 
Hill, topraife THY NAME forever! 

To conclude : 1 cannot better cxprefs my prefent 
ftate and future profpe6l, than in the two following 
ftanzas of Mr.Oliver's beauiifulHymn, To the GoD 
of Abraham. 

The' Nature's ArengtH decay, and Earth and hell withftand. 
To Canaan's bounds I urge my way, at his Command : 
. The wat'ry Deep I pafs, with Jesus in my view, 
And thro* the Howling Wildernefs my way purfue. 

Thc<joodly T-and T fee, with peace and plenty blcfs'd ; 
A land of ^acred Liberty, and endlefis Rert ; 
There Milk and Honey flow, and oil and wine abound ; 
Am' ''rees ot Life forever grow, with Mercy crown'd. 
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MR. CHRISTOPHER HOPPER. 



To THE Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 

Coin, May to, 1T80. 

Keverend and dear Sir, 

I NEVER bad- the l?aft defirc or defign to 
trouble others with my infigiiificant life. And I 
Icnow how difEcult it is for a man to fpcak of him- 
ielf : but as you deflre it, I will do as well as i car). 

1 kept a dairy the firft year after 1 fet out from 
Newcaftle.upon.Tyne, for Ireland. At my return I 
took a fever at Nuwiands. After my recovery, I 
looked over my Jjurnal with a view to go on ; but 
I faw io many blunders and icnperfe61ions tb rrcin, 
that I im.Tiediately conamitteJ it to the fire. Since 
• thai time 1 have no regular account of my li.ilc la. 
hours ; therefore 1 am under a great difddv'antage in 
giving &ny tolerable account of them. 

1 have looked over my manufctipts, and have 
found a few m:^morandums which have eCifltd me 
a little. Mioy other things I have committed to 
memory, which never have, aLd 1 hop?, never will 
be crar<:d. 

As 1 have had the pieafure of travelling with you 
many hunircd miles, in Lngland, Scothnd, and. Ire. 
land, liiffc la ft five a.iJ liuriy yvars ; 1 have been- 
much helped by reading ovsr your j,>ur:iai<, to irace 
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out my crooked path* By thefe few aOiftances, I 
have endeavoured to give fome accouut of my nativ* 
icy, clnldhood, and callings ; the various dealings of 
God -vviih me from my youth Up to my Convernon ; 
my call to preach the Gofpel, the oppofition and the 
■fuccefs I met with when I firft fet out. 

But I have given very little account of any of my 
"\<aboar8» Trials, Comforts, or fuccefs, theie lall 
eight and twenty years. I apprehend thefe would 
fwell too large for your prefent purpofe : I will ' 
therefore leave them to that great day, when the 
Righteous Judge will reward every man according to 
his works« 

May the Lord fucceed your labours, give you 
PAice in the way, a joyful Exit and then a Crown of 
Glory. Pray tor me, who am, Reverend and Dear 
fir» yeur unworthy Son in the Gofpel of Christ. 

CHRISTOPHER HOPPER. 



AK ACCOUNT Of 

MR. CHRISTOPHER HOPPER. . 

T WAS born at Low- Co^lburne, in the parifli of 
Ryion, in the County of Durham, on the 85th 
of December, 1722. Mofes Hopper, my father was 
a farmer : my moiher whofe name was Ann, was 
daughter to George Barkifs, farmer, in the fame 
County. They were both ot good repute, and much 
attached to the Church of England ; but ftrangers 
to Vital Religion. 

My Mother had nine children, fix foas and three 
daughters, of whom I was the youngeft. When I 
was about fi^ years old, I was fent to School to one 
Mr, AldcffoD, a man of piety j^o^i. 
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Ing, who laughl ihofe under \\\% care, not only ilie 
branches of learning he proteffed, but ihe Fear of 
God and the firfl principles of Religion. He cat- 
fcbifed us twice every week, and made ui attend the 
Church every LoKD'sV^iy, and all Holy days ap- 
pointed for public fervice. After 1 had learned to- 
read, write, and underfland a little of the mathemat- 
ics, I loft iny beloved mafler, who made a moft aw* 
ful exit. He had been, as I thought, more devout 
one week than common. The Sabbath following he 
received the Sacrament at Ryton Church : fomc 
dd>s after a few Gentlemen wiih fair words perfuad* 
cd him to play a civil game at c-irds : but afterwards 
he fell jnio great diflrefs of mind, and could not 
properly attend his fchool, which was often left to 
the care of his cldeft fon and me. The fpring fol- 
lowing, after many fore confUfts, be funk into deep 
defpair, and then drowned himfelf. 

This melancholy event made my heart tremble, 
and was a means oi bringing fome ferious thoughts 
into my mind about Htaven, hell, death, and judg- 
ment. I begin to diflinguifh between vice and vir- 
• tue, the gocily and ungodly men. Thefe impreffions 
lemained ci4i 1 look a fevere illnefs, which continu- 
ed neir two years, and reduced me to a mere fkeJe- 
ton. Mr. Fufter, who attended me, pronounced me * 
incurdble. 

This alarmed me, and filled my heart with flivifh 
faar. 1 judged it was high time to prepare for a' 
Future State; and according to the Light 1 had, be- 
gun the Bufine/s without delay. 1 lead my Bible 
with much pleafure. Prayer, and atientior^. I he 
more I read v., the more 1 loved it. Miny verfes,. 
and fome favourite Chapiertwhich 1 underftood beft, 
made fuch a deep impreflion upon me, that I foon 
had them by heart. The Praflice of Piety, a Form 
of Prayers, and a Pfalm-Book, were m^ Library.— 
J prayed and fung with fear, ^rid (om^ dt^ie^ of 
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Joy. I had very flight notions of my depraved na* ^ 
iure^ and the fin of unbelief ; but clear views of my ^ 
afiual tranfgrcflions. I had been addi£led to fwear 
when I was put out of humour ; and to lie when I ^ 
could gain any thing by it, or cover or excufe a fault. 
I had been apt to pilfer among thc^ children when I 
could do it with a good grace. 

I was very proud, and prone to angrr ; yea, of a ^ 
cruel difpofition. I took a diabolical pleafure ia 
hanging dogs, worrying cats, and killing birds, and 
infcfls, mangling and cutting them to pieces. One ^ 
inflance of my inhumanity I perfeftly remember to 
this day. One evening as I was returning from '^^ 
School, with forae of my friendly afloclatcs, we ^ 
found a great number of frog3 coIIe£led together in 
a marfhy place : we proclaimed war agaitm them : 
we armed outfelves with flones, and with all the fu« 
ry of little fiends, murdered the poor, innocent, de- 
fenctlcfs cr<?atures. We then left the field in great 
triumph. But Go d foon requited me. That night 
I dreampt I fell into a deep place full of frogs, and 
ihey feizcd on me from heaa to foot, and begi^ to 
eat the flefli off my bones. I was in great terror, 
anJ found exquifite pain until I awoke,^ fweatiogj " 
and trembling, and half dead with fear. 
. About this time my dear Father died of a con« 
fumpiion: I hope a true Penitent. He was interred 
at Ryton Church with great folemnity, among his 
anceflors. I was then left to the care of my induU 
eni mother and brethren. Soon after my father's 
eath, my elded brother married, and they divided 
Father's Farm, and the Good and Chattels he 
mongft them ; but I was neg!c£led and over- 
looked like one that did not belong to the Family : 
but this did not give me the lead concern. My dif- 
order ilill continued, with my convitlions. I pray- 
ed, wept, and looked towards the Hill of Sios. I 
found Comforft and a Good liopt iViioM^J^Gtact. 



n 



r 



96 Experience of 

waited every day for my final diffolution, and lonj 
to be with Christ. 1 loved God, the Redee 
ER, and all mankind. I was Happy, After fo 
time it pleafed God to reftore me to perfeft heal 
beyond all human expe£lation. After my recovc 
my mind wa$ quickly drawn after the World ag: 
' I {aw tranfuory objefls in another point of vi 
than I had done during the time of my illnefs. 
love to God and Religion, and my defiies after 
other World, foon grew very cold. I quenced 
Holy Spirit, who departed and left meagdii 
the folly of my own heart. 

As 1 was the youngeft child of the family, and ' 
nothing left me, I judged it would be proper to ih 
of forae bufincfs to procure bread. And my Mc 
erand Brother being willing to put me to thegr 
mar-fchool, and give me a good educational acc( 
cd the offer, and concluded it was the beft thir 
could do : but in the interim, one Mr. Armftr< 
a (hop keeper, wanted a b©y, and fent For me, 
embraced the opportunity, and prepared to go w 
cut delay. I thought 1 fhould efcape the wearifc 
tafk of ftudy, having nothing to do but to impr 
the leartffng 1 had already, to qualify me for a n 
chant's apprentice. My Mother accoimpanied m 
Mr. Armftrong's, and put me in poffeffioR of 
new place. I went with great pleafure ; and 
with a kind reception. After I had been feme t 
on trial, I was to be bound by indenture for fe 
years. This put my youthful mind into a nrtv ch 
of reafoning. I thought I would never be boun 
Hand fo long behind a counter ; therefore in fpit 
all perfuafion, Ileft my place and returned home 

After this a projeft entered into my head, th 
would be a raufician. 1 lold my Brother. He 
proved of it, bought me a violin, and provided n 
fwailcr. I begun with great affiduijy, and conclu 
/ Aad /bund the very thing vlv^^v \<ould tua^ke me 1 
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f)y. I played away all my convifiions, lofl my tafle 
or Spiritual Things, and banifhedall thoughts of a 
Future JVorld. I now employed myfelf in- doing 
fome little things in the houfc and about the farm ; 
and all the time I had to fpare, I fpent in playing^ 
fioglng, dancing, fiOiing, fowling, and whatever came 
next to my band. I was then between fifteen and 
fixteen years o^ age, and begun to think of fome em* 
ploymcnt whereby I might have money to fupport 
my foolifli defires. My Brother kept waggon- horf« 
cf^ When the waggon-ways were firft framed be- 
tween the new Coal- mines and the River Tyne, the 
farmers were under an obligation to their Landlords 
to employ a certain number of Horfes for that pur- 
pofe, 1 was a flrong a6livc young Man, and thought 
I could manage a waggon very well. ' Mv' Brother 
was willing I fhould make the trial, and gave ire a 
proper Horfe for that fervice. I foon made a great 
proficiency in this dirty, flavifh, and dangerous oc- 
cupation. And 1 was nugely pleafed with niy new 
department. Novelty pleafes, whether a man fits on 
a throne or a dunghill. 1 frequently boafted of my 
flrength, agility, and (kill in this fphere of aflion, 
and thought I was arrived at the fucnmii of my pre- 
ferment : 1 found ii a fingular pleafure of whatever 
campaay I was, to talk of feeding and guidirg vvag- 
gon-horfes, of waggons and wagtjon. ways, the nature 
and value or coal ; and concluded I only wanird a 
little money to make me a Fitter, or a Lond jo 
Crimp. My vain mind was as much t.iken up with 
thof? things as the Matheiraticians widi tl^eir ab- 
firufe fcicncf, or the Pl.ilofophcrs wiih the Wonders 
of Nature. 1 loll-jwr-d this bufin^'Cs, andthe v.-.ri- 
ons brandies ol agriculture T^r about fiSi&fc.^'^^S " 
Daring this period of my life, I was given' up to lol- 
»y, 1 greciily purfiiJ'd according to my ability, all 
li? plcifurcs of the Woi I J. \ i^'^uv i\\^v^ "^^^^ ^^^^ 
\igeslfcr in hunting, cock ^ig^'Wv^^^ ^^'^^ ^v^V">^ 
I 
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y»oife races, or whatever the <Jevil brought to Town 
rr Country. And. O grief of Heart ! Gentlemen, 
C^^ergyme'n, Mechanics and Peafanis made up the 
Croud I But in the enj »yment of thefe poor toys, I 
had many f( vexe checks, ar.d forrowful moments.—* 
The Univerfe appeared as a Vault, wherein true 
cjm''ort was entombed; and the Sun himfelf as a 
Ljinip to fliew the gloomy horror of a giTiliy mind. 
I ohen faid in my cool intervals, Hath the Great 
God of Love provided no BJter Thirtgs than the-fe 
lor ^1 IS ReafonaMe Creatures ? Now at this time I 
V as my own M^fte^", and lived without coniroul, I 
fcjllo'.ved my form:?r plrafures, but with a trembling 
hand. 1 found Satan's fervice porfefl drugery, and 
all earthly •bjr6ls empty and vain. 

In tjiis dull, melancholy round I dragged on for 
f jtnc time, without any real comfort or folid fatil- 
i<.£l:oi. 1 was iKtt happy, yet I believed there was 
fjmctl)i'flg'X*'liTch could make me fo, but I knew not 
what it was or where to find it. Sometimes I re. 
fl £led on what I felt in my affliflion, whet^I was a 
y outh ; Ibut it appeared as a dream. I was frequent- 
ly in great and imminent danger. But through the 
iniepofiiions of a Jcjnd, unerring Providence, I efcap. 
Cii ten thoufand fnares and deaths, by night and day, 
a! home and abroad. Oiie evening in particular, two 
of my companions and I were riding h§me in a Wag. 
gon very jovially, and a< we were pa(Eng over a very 
high B.attery, the Horfe ftarted fuddenly to one fide, 
2\\'d fnaichcd the Waggon from the pUnks : imme« 
diaiely it over fee, and turned over and over, to the 
hottom of the Hill, The trembling Spefiators who 
beheld this awful event, c. ncluded with Ihrieksand 
cries, ** They are aJl killed ; their bones are bf/Qkcn 
in a thoufand pieces." Bac to their great aflonifli. 
nif nt, and OUT unfpeakable comfort, we were very 
Jictle hurt. 
A her 1 had recovered tny tt^tor^^w^^ 
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alive, and out of hell, my ftubbarn hc^n yielded \o 
my Almiciity DELiVERLR. I fcaied HiS 
GKEAT NAME, wept for joy, and was overwhelmed 
wiih grief for my foiky. fhis DelivcranLe wrought 
a deep convi6li<3fn in my heart. The True Light 
fiiined on my djrk Soul, and God Uid me in ihe 
duU. I ody wanted a Spirituai GuiJe to (hew hjc 
iht wjy, but, alas ! 1 could not find him in lLc 
cotttitry. 

In May I/p, we h^ard a flr^nge report of o\e 
W Jly^ a Church C!erg> man tl>ai had b.rn at Ncw- 
caUie upon. Tyne, and had pleached in Sandgaie 
many Tftufands, \*ho heard him with aftoniftimjiiit. 
This ntw thing made a huge= aoife. The PopuLct 
entertained various ctnjeflures about him ; but feV, 
if any, could tell the motire on which he came, cr 
the end he had in view. He mjde t (hort blaze, focu 
difapprrared, and left us in a great confternation.— 
Some time after, his Brother Charles cain^ and 
preached at Tanileld Crofs. I ran with the multi« 
tuJe to hear this flrange Preacher. When 1 fdW a 
man In a Clergyman's habit, preaching at a public 
Crofs to a large Auditory, fome gaping, fome Ijugh- 
ing, and fome weeping, I wondered what this coulJ 
mean. When he had concluded, fome faid. He is k 
Good Man, and is fent to reform our Land : others 
faid, Nay : He is<ome to pervert and deceive us, 
and we ought to ftone him out of our Coafts, 1 
faid, If he is a Good Man, Good will be done, and it 
is plain we want a Reformation ; but if he is an im* 
pofler, he can only leave us as he found us, that is, 
without Hope and without God in the World. I 
cannot tell what induced me to go fo far, but I found 
I was in danger of being called a Mtihodlfl, and wr.s 
Ijlad to difmifs ihe co.nverfaiion wiih a fmile, and a 
piece of drollery. 

In November, Mr. Wtflry returned toNewcaOie, 
formed a Religious Society-, and hid \\\% f.Quad3.Uvja 



10© Experience of 

of the Orphan. houfe. At the fame time he vifited 
Tan field Leigh, Wickham, Swalwrell, and Horfely. 
His name was thcQ well known in Town and Coun« 
try. 

All mouths were filled with Wefley and his Fol. 
h>wers : foroe for, and many againfl them. I knew 
very little of the matter, but thought it was mod pru» 
dent to join the general voice againfl this New Way, 

The Spring following. 1743, John Brown, a plain 
Farmer, removed from Tanfield Leigh to the Low- 
Spenn, and invited Mr. Wefley to bis Houfe. I then 
heard occafionllv thofe Preachers, who I thought 
could tell their ftory we1l» witbo'jt ftammefftig : but 
flill found much fault with this flrange method oE 
proceeding. At this time there was a great clamour 
about Religion, amongfl all S«6is and Parties : and 
I made a buftle among the reft. I faid I will read 
my Bible, fay my Prayers, go to our Parifh- Church, 
reforoi my life, and be good and pious,^ without the 
fcanoal of the Crofs. Alas ! I did not confider, 
" Crofs no Crown 

1 hobbled on in this lame, rgnbrant manner, till 
at lad I became deeply ferious. I faw there was 
mere in Religion than 1 enjoyed or underflood. I 
faw that God had b€en flriviog with me from my in- 
fant days. I looked back with aflonifhment on His 
Loud Calls^ Compaffionate Helps, Tender Mercies^ and 
Great Deiiveranzes, He had raifed me from the 
Gates of Death, when all human hdp failed. Hs 
had faved me from Perils and Dangers by night and 
by day. He had richly provided for roe, when I 
was lelt to my fell very voung. A fight of ihefe Fa- 
vours, raifed in my cold Heart fome fenfations of 
Gratitudt to my Bountiful Benefactor. I 
fiid in my Heart, (hall I flill trifle with the At- 
MIGHTY God of Heaven and 5arth ? Shall 1 
fly in the Face of my Infinite Creator ? Shall I play 
with Eternal Things ? Will GoD always ftrive with 
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the Children oi Men ? My few days are p^fring a* 
way like a fhadovi' ; Paie Death is approaching ; the 
Judge is (landing at the Door; Eternity, Eternity, 
IS come [ Alas ! 1 am not reidy. I am in my fins 
— unholy, unhappy, and therefore not prepared (q 
die. 

1 will cry to God for Mercy, Ke willed A 
ihe death of a Jinmr. It is His pleafure to fave mc 
irom fin and the puniQiment due to it. He waiti to 
be Gracious, thai His Gkeat Name may be exalt- 
cd. He is Good to All, and his Mercy is over all 
HIS Works, I am a Monument oi his fparing 
Goodnefs, I will therefore look up and hope in His 
Word. Behold / this is the accepted Time ; Be* 
hold ! this is the Day oj Salvation, God l>ath feni 
HIS Servants to fhew poor Sinners the Way of Lije. 
I was then determined to hear and judge lor myfelf, 
God had now prepared my H^art ior the reception 
of the Truth. I Uid, I will no longer be led by th« 
laughing multitude, cor be deluded with the noife of 
vain tongues. 

The Sabbath-day following, Mr. Reeves prcaclied 
at the Low-Spenn, at one o'clock in the aherooon. 
1 heard him with great atteniion, but found a veil on 
my Heart. I did not clearly fee God's method of 
jaflifying a guihy fioner, through faith in the Blood 
of His Sob. 

In the evening he preached again on ihefc words, 
And now abidelh Faith. Hope, and Love, thtfe three^ 
but the greatefi of iheji is Love. In his phin pathet- 
ic manner, he gave us a definition ot ihcfs principal 
Graces, with tiieir infeparable Concomitants, and 
fhewed the unfpeakable happinrfs of all thofo who 
had a favingyiz/A. a good hope, and the love ol God, 
The Word came home to my Heart with energy. — 
The veil was removed. The Trm Light JIi n^d up- 
on me, and I faid, AUs, 1 am undone ! If Thtji 
Th ings ar c II u f ; a nd d o ub vVie^ « c , \ ^ <;i\xV\ 
i 



lOZ Experience of 

the faith of a devil, the hope of a hypocrite, and the 
love of this prefent evil world* My mouth was 
flopped. I flood guilty before God. My flout 
Heart melted like wax before the fire. I trembled 
at Tk§ IVord. My ftrengfh left me. God frowned ; 
HIS Law condemned ; confcience roared ; fataa 
raged ; and the pit was ready to receive me. 

I quietly retired from the croud into a little par- 
lour to cover my fhame. I fat down on the fide of 
a bed, and reclined my guilty head jon the pillow, ia 
l^reat diftrefs ol mind. It was the cry of my heart, 
God bt merciful to me a Jinner I Save, Lord, or 1 
psrijh ! Save or I am loft, for ever loft ! My all if 
guilt, pollution, laifery, and helplelTnefs. In this 
wretched fituation I continued fome time, (hut up 
in unbelie{ as in a prifon. I could only fay, Lord 
help me ! He then heard my cry, and fent me relief, 
A Glorious Light flione into my heart, and difcov- 
cred to me the Sieved Plan of man's Redemption, 
through the Blood of a Crucified Saviour, 1 faw 
God h^d fulfilled His Great, Original Promife. — 
He fent his Son to fave finners, the chiel oi fin- 
r.ers. He lived, fufFered and died for a loft world. 
H E tojed death for every man. He gave uimselt 
a Rarifom for AIL 1 faid in my trouble, the Good 
kSbephcrd came from H«ven to earth, to fetkand 
fave that which was loft, to Lring again that which 
was driven azvay, to bind up that which was broken^ 
and to Jirevgthen that which iLas fuk. But I am 
loft, 1 am diiven to the mouth of bi^ll, ready to drop 
into the flames ; 1 am broken to pieces ; 1 am fick 
of fin, Cck of myfeif, and fick of a vain world : I 
will therefore look unto tho Lord ; my God will 
h at me. He hath died for me, 1 Oiall, yea, doubl- 
It^fs, I fhall obtain Mercy after all 1 have done. The 
Cod of Truth haih promifed Mercy ; xhcSon of His 
I^ve tymh procured Mercy ; the Spirit oj T uth is 
ic^dyiQ nveil Mercy ; and iht Mf^tn^c^^s P^as/: 
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are come to proclaim Mercy, Free Mercy, to evet^ 
perifiiing finoer, through the B-!ood of ihe Evetlajim 
tng Covenant ! 1 faid, / can, I will, I do believe ia 
the only True God, in Jefus Chriji whom he 
hath fent. 1 am freely juflified. 1 am faved through 
Faith in the Blood of the Lamb. GoD is my Goo 
in Chrift. The Love of God is Jhcd abroad in my 
heart, by the Holy Ghoft given unto nu. The Spirit 
of bondage is gone. The Spif it of adoption: is come. 
1 can now cry, Abba Father. The fame Spirit 
bearetk witnefs with my fpirit that 1 am a Child of 
God. No enmity— no wrath — no curfc — no con- 
demnation — The ruined fioner is faved. / then 
found a Glorious, and Undeniable Change. God, 
Christ, Angels, men, heaven, earth, and the whole 
Creation appeared to me in a New Light, and ftood 
related to me in a manner 1 never kAew before. I 

I found Love to my God;4o his Yoke, to his Crofj^, 

I and to his Saints, to his friends and enemies. 1 faid. 
This is Bible Religion, fcriptural Chriftianity, let 
men call it what they pleafe r adelufion, enthufiufm, 

, methodifoi, or mahometifm, that is nothing to me : 
hard names do not change the nature of the thing.— 
1 then went on my way rejoicing a wonder to my 

- Father's fatiiily ; to all that knew me : and to my* 
felf. All my idolii fell to the groundtt)e fore the ark 
cf God. 1 found a perfe£l hatred to fin, and a com- 
plete viftory over it. 

The whole tenor of my life and converfation was 
new. Free Grace, Infinite Mercy, BoundUfs Love, 
jndidt the Change. My Heart, my tongue, my hands, 
were now, in my little way, employed for my Lov* 
ing God, I was no longer of the world, therefore 
the worldbegan itnmedlately to hate me. Some faid, 
Ah I what think you 1 Chriftopher Hopper is con- 
verted ! Oiher$ faid. He hath received the Holy 
Ghost ! Others fdid.Heis mad, keep far from him^ 
come noinarhis babiiaiioo* Som^ g^^ici^i^^^^- 
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paflionate lurn, pitied me : but all agreed T had re« 
nouDced my baptifm, left the Church, and was in a 
dangerous fituation. 

Soon after, Mr. Wefley came to Low-Spenn, 
formed a little Society^ and made me a Lei^der. to 
help and watch over them. 1 was but a novice, a 
young raw difciple, unfkillcd in the word of Right- 
eoufnefs: but Faith in Christ, and the Love of 
God in my heart, overcame ail the powers of dark^ 
nefs, \ found unfpeakable plea fur e in doing and fuU 
fering ttc Will of God. 1 laboured diligently with 
my hands : lowed no munany thing. 1 had enough 
for myfelf, and a little to fpare for others. 1 attendtf 
cd four or five meetings every week : we prayed^ 
fung Pfalms and hymns, read the Bible, and exhort* 
cd one another lo fear and love God. The Power 
of the Lord was prefent to heai : he owned his own 
work, and gave us profperity. Many of my old com* 
panions were awakened ; a!fo my poor old Mother, 
one of my fifters, and one of my brothers, who had 
been a champion in the devlTs caufe, but has been 
an ornament to Religion from that time to this day. 
The Fire now kindled, and the Flame fpread. I had 
one invitation after another, to High-Spenn, Bar* 
low, Woodfide, Pftidhoe, Newlands, Blaqchland, 
Durham, Sun^rland, and many other places. 

As yet I haernot^ examined my call to preach the 
Gofpel, nor confidered the confoquences of fucb ap 
undertaking. 1 was fweetly carried on with a flrong 
prevailing ir.flaence, and a loving dcfire to promote 
the Glory of God, I faw the world dead in treff* 
pafles and fins, void of Light, Holinefs, and Happi* 
nefs. I therefore thirlled after their Salvation, and 
thought it my duty toprQfnote it. God bleCTed his 
Word. Sinners were turned frorp darknefs fo Light, 
and from the power oi fatan to God. Bat the devil 
was highly difpleafcd ; he faw his kingdou was in 
danger, and immediately proclaimed war again ft me* 
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I met with great Perfecutiotis, many difcourage- 
nents, and much oppofition, in every place. Men 
of alJ ranks ofed their power and influence, to flop 
this Blejftd Work of God. They fpoke a!l manner 
of evil againft the Work, and the Inftruments em- 
ployed therein. They difpenfed iviih two or three 
awakened Ciergymen* tolerably well. Thcfe were 
regularly oidainad, men of learning ; gentlemen, and 
divines : but to fee a plowman, or an honefl mechan- 
ic (land up to preach the Gofpel, it was infoflerable. 
Hell was moved from beneath ; a council was call- 
ed ; the edi£l came forth, and war commenced ' 

Laymen and Ecclefiailics joined heart and hand 
to fupprefs ihtfc ptJliUnt fellows : not wiih«Qs of 
kindnefs. Scripture, or reafon; but with inveflives^ 
and lies, dirt, rotten eggs, brickbats, fiones, and cudg« 
els ; thefe were fat^n's arguments in vindication of 
his own caafe. It was the common cry in town and 
country, Prefs them for Soldiers ; fend them on 
board a Man of War ; tranfport thtm ; btai them : 
. /lone them ; /end them to prifon ; or inocA out tkeir 
\ hdins ; and difpatch them at once, for there is no 
; low for them.^ 

Several of my fellow- fufferers had lharcd honeft 
I John Nelfoo's fate already, and I expeSed to be the 
''Jexi : they bad their eyes on me ; thev daily purfutd 
tDe as Saul did David ; they waited for an opporto- 
tixiy to feize on the prey, but the Hand of the LaRD 
Was with me, fo I efcaped ! He delivered me by va- 
rious means, at fundry times, and often in a very re« 
toarkahle manner. 

Once in particular, as I was preaching at Wick- 
ham, to a quiet, attentive Congregation, the confla- 
ble came vith his attendants to apprehend me : they 
guarded the door, and flood with fierce impatience 

•This was a great miftake. There was law for us : but we 
could not find a magiftratc whohad courage or honefty enough 
to put it in force. 
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to feize mt. When I had concluded, I flepped 
down, went through the midft of them, ww conve)-. 
ed through a window, and went quietly home, lead- 
ing the f^cacC' officer ^ ar.d his gcntiemen, te end the 
difpute with loud wdrds, hard blows, and bloody 
faces ! 

When 1 firll fct cut to do all the good I could, 
without fee or reward, 1 did not fort fee this violent 
florm. I begun now to confider A^hai latitude I wai 
in, and whether it would not be a point of Wifdom 
to tack about, and (leer r>r forae quiet harbour. 

There ha'd been many things faid and wrote againfl 
this new way; efp-cially, againft thbfe illacr^K 
Preachers who fo exceedingly diflurbed tb6 world 
I found fome doubis concerning tay Call to ih( 
Woik, and almoft wifh?*d they might be well grouR* 
ded, that I roight, with a good confcience, dcfift from 
preaching. 

I was, therefore, determined to examine wyfclf 
whether 1 had a right to preach : or whether I bad 
raflily entered into a Woik that did not belong Ifl 
me. One evening I went into a wood, by the fide 
of Durwent water, much dcj^fled. Cloiids aod 
darknefs furrounded roe, and my fpirit was troubled 
wifhin me : I faid, my enemies are too ftror.g fS 
me: chere are few on the Lord's fide, but myriadl 
againft HIM : what fhall I do ? Alas! My Family it 
poor in Manaff'ah^ and I am the lea [l in my FathtrU 
houfe. I am a worm and no man. O my Goo ! let 
me enjoy this fweet folitude, and fee my friends and 
ccmpanions no more ! Let rpe live as a hermit in this 
lonely defert, till my few days are ended ; then fliall 
my weary fpirit be at reft. 

1 did not want esfe., Wealth or honour ; but ffl 
kn»w, du, ^^nd Oufftr the will of my Lord and Mas. 
TER. 1 thought, if 1 have rnade a miftake, GoD 
will forgive me, and I will take fliamc to royfelf ; | 
yr\\\ dcgll f;om preaching, and live and die ap[iv4U! 
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Chrlflian. But if God bath called me to publiOi 
the Gofpel oF his dear Son, I mud bear a public 
teftimony, and leave the event to him. 

In the nortdft of ihefe r' AeQions, it occurred to my 
mind, what evidence is fufficient to fatisfy me in tbi^ 
Weighty Matter? I only want a rational, fcriptural 
Evidentc. Let me then enq aire, with Prayer and 
f^^ft^ng^ what reafon have I to believe that I am cal- 
led to preach the Gjfpel ? 

I. *1 heve heard and believed the Gofpel, and 
found it to be the Power of God to the Salvation of 
my own Soul : and 1 believe it to be the powerful 
means which God hath appointed to reclaim, and 
fave loft fiiners. 2. + 1 believe all power is given 
to Jesus Christ in Heaven and in earth, therefore 
HE alone hath Power and Authority to call, qualify, 
and thruft out Labourers into his own Harveft. — 
^ Hence I learn, that this Power Cinnot be acquired by 
" human art or learning, or ± purchafed with gold or 
i plver, 3 § I believe thofe who are called and put 
"IJ into this Work by Him, (hall turn finners from dark- 
] nsfs to L'ght, and from the power of fa tan to God. 
i 4. I have a rational conviflion || [hat God hath com- 
; mitted unto the Ward of Rfcon iUation : I have 
this Treasure in an earthen veff I, in a feeble, mortal 
body : that the Excellency of the Power may be of 
J God, and not of man,* ) find by dai'v experience, 
tt we are notfifficient of ourfelv.s to think any thing 
, as oj OHrfeivcs^ but ourjufficicncy is oj God. 5. Ac- 
cording to this convidion, i have preached ibc' Gof- 
' p .1 to finners dead in fin, and they have been awaken- 
ed and converted to God. Children of the devil 
are become Children of God, and Heirs of Etek.- 

\ NAL LlF£. 

Having confidered thefe things, 1 concluded my 
caM ro preach the Gofpel was confiftent with Scrip. 

• Romans I i€. f Matthew xxv\*\\. 1^. \ 
• /.4<5?5jrjnx i8, // « Cor. v. 8. •♦lY). vx.t. \\Va^^v^*^ 
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ture, Reafon, and Experience. 1 was filled with jo 
I faid, "I have now the Countenance of my Goi 
the Hands of his djjar Sun, the Bishop <?/ > 
Soitl^ laid upon me ; the approbation of the tbr 
Prcfbyters fent by HiM; the Prayers of His dc 
people ; the Teflimony of a good Confcience, ai 
the pleafure ol feeing Sion profpcr. 1 therefore pr 
carneflly that God may incline, perfuade, and fwe< 
ly influence my Heart, and open my mouth by H 
Holy Spirit, to difpenfe the Word of Truth tc 
world of periChing fmners. This I defire to do co 
tinually» in feafon and out of feafon, according 
the ability he hath given me '* My drooping fpi 
It now revived. The fear of m?n and devils depai 
ed from me, and 1 fet out with double courage, 
could fay, Jehov AH is my Light and my Salvatio 
whom Jliallljear? Jehovah is the Strength ojt 
life, of whom Jliall I be afraid ? Then the Word 
the Lord came unto me faying. Cry aloud and [pa 
not, lijt up thy voice like a Trumpet, and Jhcw u 
People their tranfgrejfions, and the houje of Jad 
their fms. My heart replied. For Sion's Jake I w\ 
not hold my peace, and for JerufaUnis fake I w\ 
not rejl, until the Right eoufntfs tkereoj go forth i 
Bright nefs, and the Salvation thereof as a Lamp tk 
burnelh. The Lord was with me night and day 
his Threateniogs pi (Ted over me: his Promif 
comforted me; and his Piecepts were my deligh 
I could fay. 

To mc, with thy Dear Nanie, is given, 
Pardon) and Holineft, and Heaven. 

In the y^e^r 1744, ^ ^^-^g^^ a School at Barlow, i 
the Parifl^ of Ryion, Aly lime was employed fi 
days in teaching the Children under my care, tl: 
branches of learning 1 prolefTed, and the firft princ 
pies of Chriftianity. 
IfperA every SabbasU, and all ray vacam hours i 
Prciching, Reading, Pidy\r>^,\\i\\xk^^'t 'txOi.^v 
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convcrfing with all ihat Providlence pat in my way. 
God was v ith me. and blefTed noy weak labours. 
Sinners were converted, Believers multipiied^ and 
my Soul rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

Cut fatan d)d not like this Work : therefore he 
flirred up the ReQor of Ryton and his Curate, with 
thofe under their influence, to prevent me. They 
gave me firft hard words, an^i then hard blows. 

In a little time I was fummoned to appear in the 
fpiriiual Court at Durham, to anfwer for my conduQ, 
I did not know what I had done, but was foon in- 
formed, that I was impeached for teaching a School 
without licence ; and what was flill worfe, ior call- 
ing finncrs to Repentance, and warning the wicked 
to flee from the Wrath to come : (an offence that can- 
not be overlooked by-fnen who know not God !) but 
Cod raifed me up friends, who flood by me, and 
defended ray caufe againft all my adverfaries. 

After this troublefome affiir was ended, I met with 
a trial of another kind. Before I was awakened, I 
was deeply in love with one Jane Richardfon» a 
Farmer's Daughter, and an agreeable young Woman. 
^ She was ray firjllovt: and had laid fdft hold on my 
j outhfol heart. She had every accomplifiiment £ 
wan.ted, but Religion. Alas ! (he was unacq'-iaintcd 
with God. This was abar indeed! I found a defire 
to break off all correfpondence with her ; but was 
afraid flie could not bear it. 1 was greatly troubled, 
and prayed for Divine Diredion. God was plealed 
to hear, and grant my requeft She was fooo awa. 
kencd, and found Peace with God. All ohjeftions 
being removed, on M iy the gSih, 17451 we wers 
joined together in Ryton Church. She was a loving 
Wife, a lijiihfu! Friend, and a very agreeable Com. 
pj»nIon. She made my joyt and /orrczvs he' own.-^ 
We worfliipped God in Spirit and Tiuih ; and re- 
joiced in the Son of iiis Love. 

The fame evening I preached a^t. -^^^'kcw^ 
i; 
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The Lord was wiih us, and we praifed HIS Ndfne 
together. We lived a few months with my Wife's 
Iriends at the Smeals, near Darwent, in a moft lov* 
ing, agreeable manner. God made us of one heart 
and mindi and united our Souls together, by one 
fpirit, in humble Love. 

In the year I removed from Barlow to t!;* 

Pfcachirg houleatSheephill. 1 received the prr :: h. 
er$, and aiy other religious friends, with mLi#h 
ure. My heaU was open; my door was optn ; and 
my litt.e table free Jor Str angers. 1 gnve. my 
foul, body, and fubttanceto my adorable SaViuur, 
ard grieved 1 had ro more to give. 

1 corpmonly preached, or met a Clafs every eve. 
ning, after 1 had difmiffed my fcholars. I preached 
twice or thrice, and often four times every Sabbath- 
day. When I had a d.iy or two to fpcre from my 
prtfent vocation, I vifited Newcafile. Sunderland, 
Durham, and many other Towns and Villages, ten, 
twenty, or thirty miles round. Herein 1 met wiih 
much oppcfition, and was frequently in great jeop- 
ardy. Indeed I did not tnuch rr^.ird a little dirt, a 
few rotten eggs, the found of a cow*s horn, the noife 
of bells, or a few fnow. balls in their fcafon ; but 
fcmetimes I was fp.utcd with blov. s, ftones, brick- 
bats and bludgeons. The fe I did not well like ; they 
were not pleafing to flefh and blocd. 

1 fometimes loft a little fkin, and onct* a liitle 
blocd, which was drawn from 5r»y forehead with a 
(harp flone. I wore a patch a few days, and was not 
^Qiiimed: I gloried in the Crofs, And when my 
frnall fufferings abounded for the fake of Christ, 
roy comfort abounded much more. I never was 
trore happy in my own foul, or more blclL^d in my 
lubours. 

The latter end of July, I747, 1 bjjd a call to vifit 

*lt was at Sunderland, in the nridTFof TrT outTagcous mob 
of fdUors* 
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Cornwood, ind met with a kind reception. I preich- 
cd feveral times among the people called Qudkcirs ; 
1 hope Good was done. 

On mv return I had an invitation to preach at A!- 
lendale-Town. A great Congregadon attended, who 
behaved well, and heard the Word gUdly. The ht. 
ter end of December, I viGied Allendale again. A 
Glorious Work broke out. The Lord ilretched 
out .HIS Hand to fave finners. Mr. Topping, min- 
ifter of that place, ufed all his art, power, an J inilj. 
ence to flop it : but he could do nothing; his llrength 
was perfe^ weaknefs againft the Lord. 

I went from Town to Town, and from Houfe to 
Houfe, Singing, Praying, and Preaching the Word, 
and Great Multitudes foUowi^d from place to place, 
weeping, and fee king him that was crucified. Great 
numbers were awakened, and found peace with Go 
through the Blood of the Lamb, I have freq«ient- 
ly feen a whole Congregation me^ed into tears, and 
bowed down before the Lord, as the Heart of one 
Man ; efpecially once, when 1 was preaching in Mr. 
Lowe's old barn, at Dod Bank, the Lord niarnitelt. ^ 
ed Ills Great Power, He wrought for the Glory 
of HIS OWN Nam£, and I flood flill, and looked 
on with laving fear and wonder. 

In the year 1748, I gave up my School at Sheep- 
hill, and every thing that was comfortable and con- 
vcnient, and removed to Hindley-hill, in Allendale. 
I lodged with honeft Jimes Broad wood, and was as 
one of his family. The prefenceof the Lord dw^t 
in bis houfe, and we lived in peace and unity. I 
formed a Society at Hindley-hill, another at Weft- 
alien; one at Alefdon, and one at Ninthead : the 
Lord was among them of a Truth. 1 had now work 
enough, and God's Blefling on my Labour. In the 
latter end of this year I vifiied Weardalc. Some of 
the Brethren attended me fiom f^Wctvd^X^, 

It was in a ilortn of fnow i\iav v«c ctQS.i^>^i^ 
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tnires, and enormous Mountains. When we came 
into the Dales, we met with a very cold reception. 
The enemy had barricaded the place^ and made bis 
bulwarks (Irong. But the Lord made way for his 
truth. He opened the heart of a poor Scotch Shep* 
herd to receive us into his Little thatched Cabbin, 
where we lodged all night. 

The next day I preached under the walls of an old 
caftle. A few Children, and iwo or three old Wo* 
men attended, who looked hard at m When I had 
done we followed them into their houfes, and talked 
freely to them in their own language, about the King* 
dom of God. They heard and obeyed the Gofpel. 
The next evening I had a large Conjjregatioh, who 
heard with much attention, and received the Word 
gladly. Sometime after I preached in private hou« 
fes, ale houfes^ cock- pits, or ivherever 1 could find 
a doer open. The Fire then fpread from heart to 
heart, and Goik gl-orifi-^d. 

This was the beginning a! a Good Work in Wear- 
dale, which has continued, and incteafed to this day. 
^ The Spring following, in the year 1749, I begua • 
teaching a School, near Hindfey-hill. But the 
Work of God fo increafed in my hands, tTiat 1 could 
not properly attend it ; therefore, in the latter end 
of the year, I gave it up, with M other fecular em- 
ployments, and caft myfelf on the Bounty of my 
Lord and Mast£R. 

My little fubllance foon failed, and I faw nothing 
before me but beggary, and great affli£lion. Some- 
times I was carried above all earthly objs£ls, and had 
a comfortable view of the Heavenly Country. At 
other times I was much deprefTed, and could fee « 
nothing but poverty and diftrefs. 

1 well remember, once on the top of a cold Moun- 
tain, in a violent ftorm of Snow, when the congeal- 
i'c/ iJdkss covered me with a white Mantle, fatan af- 
fiuhed we, and pulhed Vv^iidi \oi^x>3L\tL \.^\k^ 



Mr. Christopher Hoppfr. 1 1 3 

fcbool, or foroe other bufinefs to procure bread. I 
daggered through unbelief, and ainiofi yielded to the 
tempter. 

But as the attack was fudden, fo the battle was 
foon over. The Lord fent thefe words 10 my heart 
like Lightning. When I fent you without purfe^ and 
Jcrip, andjhoa^ lacked ye any thing ? And thc^ faid^ 
Nothing, Lord. Luke xxii. 35. 1 anfwered wiih 
a loud voice, ** Nothing, Lord ; nothing. Lord.'' — 
All my doubts and tears vaniOied in a moment, and 
J went on my way rejoicing ! 

Conftrain'd to cry, by Love Divine, 
My God, thou art forever mine I 

Since that lime I have been richly fupplied with 
all Good Things. This day I am full. I have all, 
and abound; praife God and the Lamb forever I 

The Work now begun 10 fpread in the D ilcs, 
Hexamfhire, North. Tyne, and foon reached Whiic- 
haven. 

And now God raifed up many Preachers : Men 
eminent both for Gifts and Giace. Some of them 
continue local, and fome are Itinerant Preachers to 
this day. The latter end of the year* 17^9. I left^ 
the Dales, and the 'Dear Children GoD had given 
me. I rode to the Smeals. ^^cre 1 parted with my 
dear Wife and Friends, with nni||ing heart% and ma- 
ny tears. ^ 

In thofe days wehtd no provijion madt Jo ^ Preach^ 
trs" Wives, no funds, no Jiexvare^^ He that had a 
Jlaff might take it, Mfj^itkout, or /lay at home, 

1 then fee out fSO^i^ol. 1 called at Cheficr, 
Durham, Stockton, J|«|ifk, and Knarefb jrough, and 
found the LoRoin cfSry place. 1 fpeni a few o^ys 
at Leeds. Htre GoD opened my mouih to fpc«ik 
HIS Word, and I hope Good was done. 

♦From this period, I fhall only p,ive a fliort (ketch of ray 
travels, aud now and then meution ;\ invdU iivd^i^VkV* 
1^ a 
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I preached at Birflal, on the top of the hill before 
the foundation of the Preaching houfc was laid. — 
Large Congregations attended, and the Power of the 
Lord was prefent to heal. I rode on to Halifax, 
and found their little Society at Skircfat- Green. — 
God gave us a blefling. 1 then rode to Rochdal?, 
and preached in the evenin^r, at the widow Whittai 
ker'fi, to as many as the houfe could contain. They 
were turbulent enough, but we were not afraid ; for 
God was With us. Next day 1 rode to Manchefw 
ter, and preached that evening in a little Garret hf 
the River, fide. The Congregation multiplied eve- 
ry meeting. On the Sabbath-day, the Old Place 
would not contain them. The roulitiude was itnpa* 
tient to hear. The oH wooden Houfe (hook under 
us, and put the Congregation in confufion. Many 
trembled, and fome believed. The next evening they 
procured me an Anabaptift meeiing-houfc. The 
place was croudf:d. They heard wiih attention.— 

• .^Many were awakened, ard joined ihemfeives to feek 
and worfhip God. They immediately bought a 
piece of ground, and laid the foundation of their firft 

^Preaching- houfe, which is now ibeir dwelling houfe. 
I rode through Chefhire, ani^oined a Society at 
Alpraham, and anotkMit Pool. It was an humbling 
time among the o^jffit Farmers : the murrain rag. 
ing amongft theit^Ritlc. They buried them in the 
open fields, v^^hj*!" graves were a folcmn fcene.— 
The hand dl^SMLord was on the land. I vifited 
the fubufbs ©ttlhefler. GoM^gun a Good Work 
then, which has increafed, eq|Kntinued to this day. 
I preached at Birmingham, SHiham, Stroud, and 
KirgUood. and then rode t^ffiftol, where 1 fpent 
a few days, arid 1 hope not in vain. 

^J^rcb 20, 4750, I fet out with Mr. Wi-fley fer 
Ireland. We croffed the New Paffage into Wales, 
and reached C^rd^f^ before rii^lit. 
sj, \Vc roJe 10 Ereoi^iiock ihroug^h heavy rain, 
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Mr. Wefley's mare fell twice, and threw him over 
her head, but without any hurt to man or bead. 

22^ We rode to Buihh. A Congregation waited 
for Howell Harris, but he did not come at the time 
appointed ; fo, at their requeil, Mr. Wtfley preach- 
ed. I then fpoke a few words. It was a time of 
Love. The Welfli Brethren rejoiced in the Lord^ 
We then rode to Machynleth, and then to Dolgelly, 
wet and weary enough. 

84. We rode to Dannabull. It rained inceflant- 
ly all the way. Our Horfes were tired, and we were 
ready to faint, but God was our Strengihj and we re- 
joiced in our little Toil. 

Sabbathday, 26 Mr. Wefley preached at Howell 
Thomas', in Trcfollwin pariOi. In the afternoon at 
William Priichard's. The people underflood no 
Engliih, but their looks, fighs and geftUres Ihewed^ 
God was fpeaking to their hearts ! 

We then went to lodge with one Mr. Holiday, an 
excife-man, who lived in a quiet folitary place, where 
no human voice was heard, but ihofe of the family; 

Wednefday, 29, we rode to Holy. Head, and fent 
back our horles with John Jane, who had travelled', 
from Briftol to the Head, wiih three fhill?ngs, and 
bad one penny lef^. About eleven o'clock we went 
on board. As foon as we failed, we had wind and 
rain enough without, and a violent ftorm in the (hip. 
Mr. Griffith, of Carnarvonfhire, a clumfy, hardfaced 
man, faiuted us with a volly of ribaldry, obfcenity, 
»nd bJafphemy ; but God (lopped his mouth, and he 
was conrounded. 

Thurfday 30, we wrought our way four leagues 
towards Ireland, but we vvcre driven back in the af- 
ternoon to the mouth of the Harbour. The wind 
then fliifted two points, and we ventured out again ; 
by midnight we we're got half.w^iy over; but the 
wind turning full a^;:ilnft us, and blowisg liarJ, /oon 
brought us b;i<rk iniw) the Bay ag^Vm, ^vVt.'^ Ai^ 
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preached that evening on ihe ftory of Dives and Laz- 
arus, to a room. full of men daubed wiih gold and fiU 
vcr; but they were foon fdtisfied with it, and went 
away murmuring. After they were gone, we had a 
comfortable meeiing with a few plain Wellhmcn. 

Saturday 31, wc were determined to wait one week 
longer, if the wind did not ferve before. Mr. Wef- 
ley preached in the evening. Captain Griffith, with 
his dear gentlemen, made noife enough ; but our 
God delivered us. 

April 1, we returned t9 Mr. Holiday*^?, called at 
William Pritchard's, then went to Llanerell Ymadd ; 
but the fons of belial would not fuffcr us to enter the 
place. 

1 hurfday 5, Mr. Wefley^ preached near the town 
to a few precious Souls, who heard and obeyed the 
Word. 

Friday 6, The wind came fair, fo we road to Ho* 
ly.Head early in the morning, embarked with a fair 
wind, and in the evening landed at Dublin. I fpent 
a few days in that city, and I hope not in vain. 1 
then vifited Poitarlington, Edenderry, Mountmell- 

*ick, Tyrreifpafs, Bir, and Aughrim, and found the 
Lord was with me in every place. I had Great Crof 

Jes, but Greater Comforts. I then rode to Dublin^ 
and fpent a few days there with much faiisfa6tion, 

July 28, I embarked with Mr. Wefley for Eng- 
land. We failed about ten in the morning, and in 
the arernoon came to an anchor. 

Monday 23, We had a vehement fquall of Wind, 
Thunder and Lightning, between the Welfti Sands, 
and the rocky ffiorc of Lundy. We cried to the 
Lord in our trouble, and he delivered us out of our 
diftrefs. 

Tucfday 24. The wind was contrary. It blew a 
florm. The Seas ran mountain high. We were 
toffii in a narrow channel, full ot ftoals^ rocks, and 
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AiaJi. We prayed for help ; our Goo heard, and 
brought us fafe to Pill, 

The next day I came to Brlftol, where I fpent a 
few days with pleafure. and ihen fet out for Newcaf* 
tle-upon-Tyne. I vifiied the Societies in ray way, 
and they rcfrelhed me in the love of Jesus. 

I fpent a few weeks at, and about NeivcaQIe. My 
dear Friends were gUd to fee me. We rejoiced to- 
gether. I then fet out for Whitehaven, where 1 had 
Mgood Jiafon, The Lord crowned my weak La- 
bours with fuccefs. About the Utter end of the 
year I left Whitehaven, rode to Cockermouth, then 
10 Penrith, and the next day came to Hiodley-Hill. 
1 took rfcver in my joui:pey, but rode on to New* 
lands, where I took my bed. My dear Wife met me 
with joy and grief. She focn catched the diforder, 
and we continued fick for many weeks. 

We lodged with Mr. George Hunter, a friendly 
man. Goq richly provided all things for us, 
blelTed us in our ficknefs, and refiored us to health* 
Praifed be n\% Dear Name Jor ever ! 

In the fpring, 1751, I fet «ut for Bridol. I met * 
with honefl John Nelfon at Leeds, We rode on to* 
gethcr with forae other preachers. We fpoke freely 
to all that Providen'ce put in our way, and Goo 
bieffed our labours. We rods through heavy rains, 
and rapid floods ; but the Lord preferved both man 
and beaft, and bro*( us to our journey's end in peace. 

Monday, March is. Our Conference began at 
Briftol. The more we converfed, the more our 
Love increafed to God and one another. We kept 
to our firft DoQrineSi and were of one Heart and 
one Mind. 

I then returned to Newca (lie- upon Tyne, vifiting 
the Brethren in my way. / preached every evening 
at /even, and every morning at five o'clock, and often 
at noon day ; the commoQ wotfe %i ^ V\tx\\^%k\^ 
Prwhcr. 
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Monday, April a2, 1 fet out wiih Mr. Wefley for 
Scotland. We rode to Alnwick. Our Friends re- 
ceived us with joy. We praifed GoD together. 

Wednefday 23, We rode to Berwick. Mr. Wef- 
ley preached at a young roan's funeral who had been 
cut off fuddenly. It was a folcmn time. Many 
heard for Eternity. 

Thurfday 24, We rode to Old Camus, through a 
Scotch niift. We rode pad Prefton Field, faw the 
place of battle, and Colonel Gardiner's houfe. Here 
that Good Man, and brave Soldier, fought and died 
for his King and Country. We then rode on to 
Murtelborough, where Mr. Wefley preached in a 
large fchool, to a company of wife men, fo called. 

Friday 25. We rode back to Berwick. I left Mr, 
Wcflcy, and the week following returned to Muflel- 
borough, where I fpent a few days. 1 preached 
night and moining, to a large Congregation, who 
heard with great attention. This was the beginning 
of a Good Work in Scotland. Some years after I- 
% preached at Edingburgh, Dunbar, Lcith, Dundee, 
and Aberdeen. God bieffed his word, and raifed 
up witneiTcs to teftify that H£ had fent us to the 
North Britons alfo. 

In >75*» I otit with my Wife for Whithaven, 
where I fpent a few days with pleafure and profit to 
myfelf and others. We then embarked for Ireland, 
and after a tedious voyage landed at Dublin. I fpent 
a few weeks in that City, and then rode to Cork, 
where 1 fpent the winter with joy and forrow. — 
We had warm work in that City for a long time : 
but the Word of the Lord prevailed, and filenced 
the enemy. 

In the fpring I returned to Dublin, and met my 
Wife and Friends, who had jufl efcaped the fire of 
a very hot perdcution. This year I had many blelT* 
ings and croiTes, both by Sea and Laud. 
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1*11 praife my God with evVy breath, 

O*! let n^e die to feo thy day ! 
Nov^ fna-cii 're'Troin thi 1 Te of death, 

O ! come .11/ Sa viouR^ come a-.vay ! 

In ihf ye:ai i/.;,] 1 le^t Dublin and embarked for 
Eng afd, Wc j^r.-^-'J at Whi'ha-'en, I firll vifited 
iheD.ios, rh! n rod- NcA^caflle, and the Lord 
was wrh us of X t 

In t yea: -'/^-t, i embarked at Nonh ShielM.s for 
London. W \y 2i, our Conference begun. It was 
a time ri I Love 

In Jun- 1 embarked for Newcaftle. 1 had a quick 
and pleafant pafldge. I preached to the Ship's Com- 
p^^ny, who heard the Word with Joy. 1 landed at 
Shields, and then came to the Orphan houfe in New. 
caftie- upon-Tyne, where we praifed God and the 
Lamb, with one Heart and Voice, for Mercies we 
had received. 

May 6, 17,55, Our Conference began at Leeds, — 
The fir ft queiiion was, Whether we ought to fe par- 
ate from the church of England ? After many deep 
and ferious converfjiions, we concluded that it was 
not expedient for many reafons. ♦ 

I then fet out again tor Newcaftle-upon-Tyne.— 
As I was paffing through Chapel-Town, 1 got a 
dreadful fall irorn my horfe. My foot was much 
hurt, but all my bones were preferved, Glory be to 
God and the Lamb ! I rode with much pain to 
Newcaftle, but enjoyed great pcAce and a calm refig- 
nation to the Divine Will. This 1 believe was a 
gracious difpenfation, and was fent to humble me, 
and prepare me (or a greater trial. 

Auguft i^; My dear Wife took a fever. She had 
great pain, and heavey afFIiflion for about ten days, 
together with »T) any violent lempations. But (he 
enjoyed Perfeft Peace, and was fully refigned to the 
will of her Heavenly Father. At laftQietri- 
umped over Deaths and without a dotlbt, a figh^ora 
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groan, breathed out ber Happy Soul lotothe arics ot. 
her Adorable Redeemer ! 

On the 28, Mr Mafliot preached her funeral Ser- 
mon, to a very large Congregation of true Mourners, 
The fame evening (he was interred, aniongft her an- 
ceftori, m Ryton Church. She was an agreeable, 
affeftionate Wife, a conflant Friend, and a pious, 
humble Chriilian. She is now in Pxiradift^ and I 
am left to mourn. 

O may our Heart and Mind 

Continually afcend, 
That Haven of repofe to find, 

Where all oiir Labours end 5 
Where all our Grief is o'er. 

Our Sufferings and our Pain : 
Who meet on that Etkrnal Shorb> 

Shall never part. again. 

September 15, I once more embarked for Ireland, 
with Mr. Murlin, Olivers, Gilbert, and Mafliot : 
on the i9ih we were within fight of Land, and being 
well fatisfied with a tedious and dangerous paflsge, 
we left the Ship and got into a fifhing-boat^ and aU 
ter rowing very hard for fome hours, landed at Ra- 
bcrtfon*s Cove^ about twenty miles from Cork.— 
We were poor fl rangers now in a firange Land, a- 
fnong a People of a ftrange Language I There was 
not one Inn, or private Houfe in the little Village 
that cuuld give us a night's lodging. It was a 

frloomy time. Th^ day was gone^ and we flood 
ooking one at another like a Company of poor Pril. 
oners. In thefe circumflances God fent us an hon- 
eft Farmer, who was a papift, and he took us home 
to his Houfe in the Country, and fhewed us great 
Kindncfs. We lodged that night in the midft of 
our Enemies : but the Lord fuffered no man to 
hurt us. The next n^orning cur kind hoft provid* 
ed us horfes, and fent a fcrvant to condu£l us (afe 
to Cork. 

Here wc met with a kind recei^ vlotv. Our Friends 
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rejoiced w:th U5, and praifcd God for all our dellv- 
fiances, I lodged with old Mr. Mbfliot, who kept a 
houfc too well provided for Pilgrims. 1 fpent a few 
days in that City, preached night and morning, and 
vifited the Brethren from houfe to houfe. 1 hope 
Good M*as done. » 

I then fet out for Dublin, where 1 fpent nay win- 
ter with pleafure and profit. 

The fpring following I returned to Cork, where I 
(pent about two months. I found much fatisfa6lion, 
but not without temptations. I nnet with reproach- 
es, and many cruel mocking?, but found tkat Spit it 
refling upon me,*which gave me viflory over re- 
proach and (h^me. 

I then rode to Limerick, where I fprnt a few weeks. 
I met with hme fevere trials in that City ; but God 
delivered me. I th«n fet out for Dublin. I found 
tny body ard mind very weat, yet not wiihout ma« 
ny kind vifiis from my Dear Lord 

In Autumn 1 took a fure ftver. * D. £lor Rufty, 
thdt venerable and wife Piiyfician, attended me f*iih- 
fully, \^ii!»oui fee' or reward. He thought my La- 
bours under the Sun WvTc endfd. I bid farewell to 
thf world. 1 was k; pt in P:r/eJ P acc, p,itieni and 
rcfigned to tl.e will of my Kkavem.y Father. 
1 hid conformable and clear views o! Piradife, a*.da 
"World of Hrfppy Spirits When to all rippiarjnce 
I was oa.tlie bris k of E TFKN ITY. I fell into a 
fwee: reft, H:;d dit^amt I was de d, and faw all things 
prepared !f:r my funer.il, and rl^jt my fpirit was with 
Chutst, in a ft-ste of uf.fpeak .ble Hdppinefs \ but 
W2S Hni buck jgain to c-ll a few mor^ fi.iners to Re- 
pfniance. 

I thtn a'vokr, my fcrer was ■^on?, and from th t 
moment! b*gm to r< c.ivrr. My flren^:h of bidy 
foon returned, and ihe Lord lent me forth with a 
U (h Comrniffi .>ii. 

1 Ubourcd -.n Iieliiid all Jn?y, lYjS. v.d vUeud^.- 
L 
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baikeJ fiT England, with Mr, Johnfon, Greenwood 
ar.d (>i'bi:r:s. We had a fine gnle, and foon landed 
fit P«iikg4tr. I then rode (o Brift*.>l. Our Confer, 
ence btg^n Augufl lo. It was a good fedfon. God 
crowvncd our meeting with Love and unanimity. 

The latter end of September I arrived once more 
at tlie Orphan- Houfe without Pilgrim Street Gate, 
Nc wcartle-upon Tyne. My gcod old Friends were 
glad to r.c.me, and received me as one raifed from 
the dead. 

In the litter end of this year I had fome thoughts 
oF changi' g my life again, 1 prayed for Divine Dim 
tcOicn, and took the advice of fome of ray dear 
Friends. One who loved me, and wifhed me well^ 
recommended tome an agreeable Perfoa of a fair 
charafier, and on April 17, 1759, we were married 
at St. Andrew's, Newcaflle.ujx n Tync, God made 
HIS Face to fliine upon us and bleff^d us, and am. 
ply rewarded me. for all my days of mourning. He 
doubly reflored to me all fpiritual and temporal blef- 
fings. This was a day of profperiiy, tbereiore I 
thought it a day of great danger* 

I was now favoured with an agreeable, loving com- 
panion, a good houfe, a pleafdnt fituation, and all 
things to make life eafy aiid comfortable 1 muft 
confefs I found a defirc to feiile, but not to leave my 
Dear Miflcr's Work, i began a little biifinefs, and 
had now a fair opportunity to flep into the world : 
but my Dear Lord would not fuflFer me. He fhew- 
ed me that ins Good V/ork would bring me for more 
gain in the end than all the (hops in Newcaflie. So 
1 fet out for the North, and preached at Placey, Mor- 
peth, Alnwich, Berwick, Dundee, Muffelborough, 
Lcith, New and Old Aberdeen, Peterhead, and then 
returned to Newcaflle the fame way. 

I then fet out for the London Con/erence, vifitcd 
Canitfhuxy and Dover, returned to London, and then 
rode bdck to Newcafllc. In HI tliofe journfys I 
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found the Lord was with roe, and gave ii*s Word 
fuccefs. 

In the year 176a, I again vifited Scotland. The 
"Work of the Lokd profpered in our hands. Sin- 
ners were converted, Mourners comforted, and the 
Saints huilt up in their mod Holy F^iih. We had 
now a fair profpeft of a Great Hdrveft in North- 
Britain, till men of corrupt n^inds ftirred up the fpir- 
il of vain controverfy ; wt then fpent our lime and 
ilreogth about the meaning of words, inflead of pro- 
moting the Fear and Love of Gc{0. My Soul was 
troubled, and mv fpirit grieved within me, to fee fo 
many precious SjoIs turned out of the wdy of Ho- 
lincfs and Happinefs, by noify difputes and foolifli 
jingling. Thefe men will blnfh in the Last Day 
who have done this Grrai Evil. Let me live with 
men of Peace, who love God and the Brethren, and 
ctjoy the life of Religion in their own Souls 

April aS, 1761, Mr. Wcfley came to Edinburgh, 
and the LoKO gave His Word fuccefs Sinners 
heard with attention, and the Siints rcji>iccd in God 
their Saviour. 

I vifued Dundee and Aberdeen, returned to Edin- 
burgh, and from thence to Newcaftie-upon-Tyne, 
where GoD bir fT^d HiS own Word. I t!:enfet out 
with Mr. Wedev, and fcveral of the Brethren, for 
Durham. Mr. Wt fl,:y preached in a green Field, 
by the River- Gde, to a very large Auditory. One 
poor Man was favoured with a flone, and loft a lit. 
lie blood ; but in general they behaved tolerably well, 
1 preached in the evening, in the fame field, to a Idrge 
Congregation. A gentleman, fo called, employed a 
bafe man tu ftrip himfelf ritked, and fwim through 
the river todifturb the hearers ; but a g®od Woman 
foon hi (Ted him off the flage, fo he was glad to return 
by the w^y he came, with much difgrace. Mr. John 
Greenwood informed me afterwatd^^ thai iht ijtx'j 
^efj//€/ttanwke cncouragtdLiht poor wrctckabo^jtrnw- 
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tioncd^ was fomc time after found drowned in the fattit 
Riv:r, O God ! thy Judgmcms arc unfearchabic, 
and THY W^ys pad finding out ! 

In Angtifl 1 !ch Newcaflle, and fet out with my 
Wife for London. Ii was a difogreeablc Journey, 
but God bleffed and prefcrved us from all evil.— *• 
S<^tember i, our Conference began. On the 22d, 
King George the thiid was crowned. Royalty waa 
confpicuoufl) difplayed, and ihe glory of this pref- 
ent world fet torih in all its fpl::'ndor. But Kings 
mud die, and then all iheir glory (h-*!! vanifli ?»way. 

In July, 1763, 1 fet out foi London. Our Con- 
ference begin and ended in Love. I then fet out 
for ScotUnd. I fpcnt my winter in Edinburgh, Dun* 
bar and Berwick. We lived in a liule dark room 
at Edinburgh, eiicompaffcd round wiih old blatk 
Walls, difrgre?able enough : but we had a good fea- 
fon, many po:)r finn.crs were converted to GoD.— - 
We faw the Fruit of our Labours and rejoIc('d. My 
drar Edinburgh Friends were very kind, efpcci^lly 
Lady Gardiner, that G:)od old Saint, who is now 
with Jksus in Paradife. Praife God for all His 
Mercies ! 

In the year 1764 I continued Ubourinjr in Scot- 
land. On June t, 1 fet cut with Mr. Wcfl y, and 
my Wife, Tor Aberdeen. We had a pleafani and 
pn finable Journry, This fumtner we laid the foun- 
dation ot our O&^zon at Aberdeen I'he Lokd 
gave me fuccefs. Many precious Souls were awa- 
kened, and addf d to the General Affanhly and C hurch 
of the FiTli born^ which are enrolled iti Heaven, 

November 13, we fci^ui for Edinburgh, and rode 
to Du'^d.e. 1 lie 15 h. we rode to K^nghorn, and 
the next morning crv If d tlie F:rlh, and took the 
flage to Edinburgh. Our friends received us wiih 
J oy^ and v\e praiTd GoD to^e:licr. 

'n the yrsr 1763. wc U'.d the f undatlon of our 
O6iigoi2 at jKdinburgh, 1 indl v*u\i o^t^^Kv* 
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tion, and many difcouragenien's, but the Lord was 
on my fide, and helped me. I collffted all 1 couIJ« 

Save all 1 could fparc, and borrowd above three hun- 
red pounds to carry on and complei^e that Building, 
I preached on the foundation one Sabbtth day to 
a large Congregation. The power of ihe Lor d wjs 
prefent to heal, and many rejoiced to fee ihat day. I 

{»reacl)ed every Lord's-day on the Calion HiH. a 
arge Golgotha ! a place of a fcull 1 By preaching fo 
often in the coid air, to very large auditories, with 
other dlfficuhiefi and hard labours, I laid the found* 
ation of a very dangerous diforder in my bowels, 
which baffl'd att theflcill of Phyftciaos, and the vir- 
lus of medicine, fgr more than three years. But I 
could fav. 

Let ficknefs blart, and death devour, 

1 f ' E Av*N will reconapence our puins : 
Perilh the Grafs, and fiide the Flow '4-, 
bince firm the Word of God reniiiins. 

Ii> Jjly I fa out for England. 1 fpent a few days 
at Newcaftle upon Tyne, and then rode to Minchef- 
ter. Our Conference began the 2o h of Ajgul>, 
and ended the 2-3 I, Gou rcfrsfhcd us. 1 vifited 
the brethren, a. id then fei out for the North. 

In October Mr. Alexander Cjats died at the Or- 
phan-Hv ufe, in Pc fcCl Peace. I faw him fall cfleep 
in the arms of our adordbk* Saviour, without a 
doubt, farewell, my Brother, forafe^^fjn I but We 
(lull meet again to p^rt no more. 

Inihe year 17,66. I laboured xn New.caflie circuit, 
bi\t was very fnu<.h iadifpofcd. I was \ \ X worn out. 
My bodily ftrcngth failed, i was on the verge of 
tte-rniiy B jt blefLd be Q^^D, ^ enjt)yedgre u Iran- 
quili;y of mi .d, and very g 'od fpirus, 

Acceptiftg my pain^ 
] no bi\gcr complam« 
Cut wait till at ialt 1 the Harcn obtain : 
1 idl the fior:ni i^fc all o'w^ 
/I lid j.Hicr::.! no iiwrc, 
Ofl.apljnic oSf'wic rh>p 1 eU^^t: lolV. 
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February 20, Thai old Sain», Henry Jdckfon. di- 
ed full of Love, being ninety nine years and five 
months old. Lei me die his Dea'h, 

Auguft 12, Our Conference began ai Leeds. Wc 
cpjoyed a folemn fenfc oil ihe Prefeiicc ol God Wc 
met, and parted in Love. 1 then rode 10 N^ wcalile, 
and fpent a few months in ihat Circuit. Mv difor* 
der continued, but I could fay, When I am weak, * 
then I am Jlrong.'* 

July, 1767, I fet out for London. God was 
with me, and gave me will and power to preach his 
Word. Auguft 18, our Conference began. Dear 
Mr. Whitefield, and honcfl Howell Harris attended. 
All was Love ^ all was Harmon]^; it was a Pentecoft 
indeed ! 

On Tuefday, Auguft 1, 1769, our Conference be- 
gan at Leeds The Spirit of God refted upon us, 
and made us of one mind and judgment. 

In the latter end of July, i770, I rode to London. 
Our Conference began Auguit the 7th. The LoR B 
prefided over us, and made it a time of Love. I then 
fct cut for Birflal, where 1 had l .boured two years 
with great faii£f«8ton, and I hope with fome fuccefs. 

In the year 177 1, the Calvinifls proclaimed open 
war agaiofi the Kemonftrants. In Auguft, feveral 
of ihrm met at o r Conference in Briflol : but ihcir 
flrength failed; ihey could do noihing. For Truth 
is great, and will prevaiL 

The two following years I laboured in Newcafllc 
Circuit, among n»y dear Friends and Countrymen, 
whom 1 love for ibe \ ruth's Lke Great things 
hath the LoKD done to that part oi H s Vineyard. 

In the year 1774, 1 was appointad at the Briflol 
Conference for Liverpool Ciicuit. 1 tock leave of 
my dear Nev. cattle Friends wiih much reluftancy, 
snd fet out with my Witc for Lanc.'ftilre. S.piem- 
ber 26 If e reached Bolton \a iV.e '^i.vv^T?., v?^ 
oict with a fncudly reception, \Vt \o4?fA WwVW- 
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eft Gedrge Etkiiclc. The Pr« frnc*- of the LoKD 
dwell with and uc enj )ycd G'Cat Peace, 

In the year 775 I removed 10 Liverpool, where 
] rpent a few roonihs with phafuie and pre fif : I 
found much Love both to the pUce and People.— 
They, bore with my bodily wealtrxTs, and relrefli.d 
tne in the Lord, 

In July, I776, I lefi Bjlion, and fei out for Lon- 
don. Our Coiifeience beg -in the fi ft Tuefday in 
Augufl. The Shout of a Kir g wds in ihe midd of 
us, and we praifcd GoD togc^thcr for all that Hc h:id 
done. 1 fpeoi a lew dijys in ihat great Ciiy ; preach- 
ed I he Word, vi fired a few dear Chrifticia niendy, 
aoJ then fet out for Mancheiler. 

November I f<*t out once more f )r Ireland.— 
The 8 h, I reached Conway ; the g'h, Holy- Head ; 
the 10' b, I embarked, and after a dangerous p«;fldge, 
landed that evening in Dublin. 1 preached every 
evening at Wood-Street, to a large Audiiory, God 
bleffed His Word, and gave ajc fuccefs. I vifiied 
a few poor backfliders, who were. glad to fee the face 
of an old Friend. May Gol!> reflore x\tm for 
Christ's fake I M »nday the S4th, I embarked for 
England. — 85th, tandc d a» the Head, and took the 
Stage to Conway. 26 h, I came to Chefter, and the 
fi8th to Manchrfter ; where my Wife and Friends 
received me wi'h great Jjy. We praifcd GojD lof 
Trials and Bl<|[i. gs. 

In the lauer end of July, 1777, ^ Brif- 
iol. I vifued the principal Societies in try way, and 
God gave me flrength of body and peace ot mind. 
Oar Confcrtnce began ihe fit ft Tuefday in Auguft. 
We had a good f afon. Love to GoD and man 
crowned our M-eiing. I then rode to Manchefler, 
and fpent a few dny^ with my old Frien^iis I pub* 
lifh d the Wordof Salvation in Sdlford, ontheSaJ^- 
hd.b ddv, to a i-fge Congregauon ^oxsv^ q>\ ^n^"^ 
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their (Irength failed ; they could do nothing, Thb 
vain attempt feemrd to be the laft effort oi a conqurr* 
ed enemy. I then fet out for Bradforih in i oik« 
fhire, where I (pent an agreeable year with Mr. B^n^ 
fon« and >F»y dear Friends, I hope our weak Labours 
were made a BK fling to many, 

Jn the year 1778. our Conference be^an at Lredj, 
the fiift Tuefday in Auguft. I was Rationed anotb. 
eryear, with Mr. Murlinand J^hnfon, in Bradforih 
Circuit. We laboured together in Love« Goo 
was with us, and gave us fuccefs. 

Auguft £.5, 779, 1 took my leave of our dear 
Friends at Bradforib, and fet out with my Wife for 
Coin I met with many agreeable, and fome difa« 
gree^ble thing.* . The gruHct enemy had wounded 
many, who, 1 hope, are now healed again. We have 
had a {evere winter, many croflVs and trials, and ma« 
ny blcfli^gs. ^ The Lord hath owned our weak La.- 
hours, and giv^'n us a little facet- fs. The Jaft time I 
vifited the Olafles in this Circuit, we added thirty, 
eight to our number, twenty- three to the Church of 
the Living Cod, who had found ren[>i{fion of &ns 
ihroughih Blood of our Adorable Saviour. Nine 
have died in peace, and are npw with the Spirits of 
Jaii M-^n made P.-rfeft, in the P/iradife of God. 

1 can fay but little about the Controverfy between 
ihrt Calvinian brerthrrnand the Arminiins. 1 believe 
ChkIST tailed Death for every man. bur I do not 
love contention, l am no diff»utaMi ; Tlhercfore leave 
polemical divinity to men ofledrning, abilities and 
cx^eii«.ice. I can only fay, I have b.-eii grcdiiy hutrv. 
bled t'. r my fin, 1 kno^v in whom 1 have bdievprf, 
,1 know G :D is Love. / know it by experience. He 
hath Lv'd .m-, and given u s ^on Iv^r «ie I hdvp 
pe;C- with God <hrough Faiih in the Boon of 
Ch*. 1ST, 1 a:n at pt-<jce vvi;h all ihe S irus ; with 0II 
who ijvc the L J fus Chr'ft m fincfrit). 1 dj- 
Cr«. 10 follow afici i\:ace wuh u\\ meu. 1 tia^c fin^ 
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and by the Grace of God i overcome it. 1 love Ho- 
linert, the whole mind that was in Chrift^ and 1 pur« 
fue it. By all means ! follow on, if I may appre- 
hend that, for which 1 was alfo apprehended of Chrilt 
J^fus. I aim at, wi(fa, and pray for al! that Gracf*, 
Glory, and im-nortality promlfed hy the Father, and 

Erocured by the Son ot his Love, This I call Bi. 
le Religion, genuine C!)rl(lianlty, and ;his Religioa 
1 call miie. 

This 1 defire to recommend to all mrn, by preach- 
ing HIS Word in the Pulpit, in the Hjufe, and in 
the Way ; in ft af on and out of f.afon, according to 
my abih'ty. 

Without this Religion, all name*, notions, and 
forms, among all lc£ls and panics, are but mere pa- 
rade and idle (hew. Without Repentance, without 
Paiih in the Blood of Cbrift. without Holinefs of 
heart and lite, without Love to God and man, all is 
nothir^g. Let all mt n confider ibis weP, and pray 
for, and fe«:k after th.s one tki^g netdful^ that thiiy 
may be favcd Irom fin in this lilf, and fr ;m h^ll in 
the Great Day of the L- kd Jesi'S ! 
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To THE Ret. Mr. JOHN WESLEY* 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

1W AS born at Stockport, in Chefliire, in the year 
173a. My Father vras fond of me to excefs. I 
went to School till I was thirteen, and there contraQ- 
ed furh acquaintance as led roe into every kind o( 
folly, dancing. pUys, races, cock fighttng, and the 
]ike ; which laid a foundation for all the vices incT« 
dent to youih. Indeed, the Spirit of God- was daily 
ilriving wiih me ; but my companions made all hi$ 
llrivings incfTefiual. 

My Father defigned to give me a liberal educa« 
tion and accordingly put me to the grammar fchool : 
but being reduced in the world, he foon took me 
from School into the Shop, where I remained Tome 
years. 

The Metbedifls then coming to Stockport, I was 
greatly prejudiced againfl them : and knowing one 
of them, called upon him, and laboured much to con* 
vince him they were of a bad Religion, and were 
enemies to the Church. But he foon convinced me. 
that 1 had no Religion at all : fo I came near him 
MP more. But I beg^ 10 U«\ wv^^^W 
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refolved to drop all my acquaintance and dlvsrBons, 
and to keep ciofe to the Church, and repeat the 
prayers and colle6t$ every day. 

Accordingly I dropped them at once, notwith* 
Aanding all the arguraenis and expoftiilations of rny 
companions. I read, prayed, fafted, went to Church, 
and feemed more and more refolved, till, after a few* 
moRtfiS, feverai young men oi my acquaintance carrie 
from Manchefier on the Lord's day, to an inn juft 
oppofite to our houfe, and fent over for me. My 
Father prefling me to go, I went ; only refolving not 
to ilay long. But < foon forgot this, and all my 
good refolutions. Whc-n I came home at night, I 
\\ras in an agony. I did not dare to pray. My con- 
fcience ftared me in the t«ce ; and the terror i felt 
\f as inconceivable. 

It was foon fpread abroad, that I was melancholy. 
A Neighbour, who was a hearer of the Meihodifts, 
fent me word there was to be pleaching that night. 
Mv Father declared, ** It-.I went, he would knock my 
''brains out, though he (hould be hanged for it." 
However 1 Hole away. The preacher was John Ap- 
plcton, who invited all that were wtary and heavy la* 
den, to C0me to Jesus. It was bulm to my foul. I 
drank it in with all my heart, and began to feek Goo 
as I had not done before. Till now, I thought of 
fjving myfclf. My cry now was, Lokd, fave or 
1 perifh " Yet I knew not how to go on, till one 
fent me word, there was a perfon at her Houfe who 
would be glad to fee me. It was Mifs Simpfon.-— 
She told rae the manner of her converfion to God. 
She fung an hymn, and went to prayer. 1 was all 
in a flime to know thefe things for my felf. As foon 
as 1 goi home, I went to prayer, and pleadrd the mer- 
its of ChkI;>t. Suddenly 1 thought 1 heard a clear 
Voice faying, •* Son, thy Gns, which are many, are • 
'* forgiven.** I cried out, *• LoRn if this be Irom 

TH Y Spirit, let the words be ap^UtA xi'wV^ 
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Inflantly I beard a fccond time, " Son, thy fins, 
••^ which are many, are forgik-en ihee " In that in- 
fldHt a!l my load was gone, and 1 felt fuch a change 
as cannot be expr. (Ted. 1 loved GoD : 1 loved all 
irankind. I could not tell whether 1 was in the 
b. dy or out of it. Prayer was turned into Wonder, 
Love and Prdile. 

In this happy (late I remained for fevcr.il months, 
iteling nothing in n.) Heart but Love. Yet I want- 
ed Tome agreeable Con;patMons ; and i thought over 
all the People 1 knew. I could not rccollcS any of 
our Church ih'it were fucb as I wanted : no, nor any 
among the Diff.;nier5 or Qutk rs. Tht: Lit Pt ople 
1 thought of were ih-^ Mfihoclills : 1 found njy Soil 
united to them : 1 took an oppo: lu iity of dfking one 
of i!»em, Robert AnJerfun, Wi;at were thr urms 
•* of admiflion among then. ?" He told me. • Th . fr:*' 
putting the Rules of the Society into n \ hduds. and 
defiling me to rc*;d and crnfi !cr them. Hiving done 
this, 1 told him, 1 here wis one rule which 1 was a- 
fraid 1 could not keep : Meeting every week 
but I would meet as often as 1 could. So I joined 
the Society in the year 1748 

I was now tried in a m nner 1 had not been before. 
My Father was a man of a violent temper : and as 
much as be loved me, his anger qa:ck!y overcame his 
NatUTdl Aflr^aion. He ftnt to all the Meihcdifis, 
threatening what he would do if an* /. tl em d;rrd 
to receive me into ibtir Houfcs. al Gtntle- 

men of the Town, aidvilVd him ^o pr.ced to mo?c 
fcverc methods. He did fo, fr;q enily breaking 
/lick% and fomeiimes ch jirs upon me. Wiien all 
tl is did not move me, heuied another w.iy, charg« 
ing me with difobedicncr, and telling me 1 had broke 
his heart, and would bring down his gray hairs with 
. « for row to the Grave. 

Stvcral clerg) men li en c«l!; d upon me, and 
lirove 10 Dicw me, the M*. ihodl Ih wjre in the wrong. 
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One Off ihera was Mr. Dale, latelf my Maflcr, who 
called roe his Child, prayed for me, wept over me, 
and conjured me, if 1 loved my own Soul, not to go 
near thofp People any more. My Father promifed 
before Mr. Dale, I fhould go to church- prayers eve. 
ry day, and have every indulgence I could wiffa, 

provided I would come no more near thofe d — ncd 
villains." I told him I would' do every thing in my 
power, as a Child to>a Parent, to obligre him : but 
this was a thing that afiefled my confcience, which 
therefore I could not give up. 

Ojr Society was now much united together, and 
did indeed Love as Brethren. Some of them had 
jufl began to meet in Band, and invited me to meet 
with them. Here, one of them fpeaking of the wick, 
cdnefs of his Heart, I was greatly furprifed ; telling 
them, 1 felt no fuch things, my Heart being kept in 
Peace and Love all the day long. But it was not a 
week before I felt the fwelling of pride, and the 
ftorms of anger and felf-wiil : fo when I met again, 
I could fpeak the fame language with tl:em. We 
fympathized with each other, prayed for each other, 
and believed God was able and willing to purify 
our HeariF from all fin 

Not long after, having given way lo temptation, 
and grieved the Holy Spirit of GOD, a!) his comforts 
were withdrawn in a moment : my r>ul was all over 
darknefs : 1 coijid no !otf»ger fee HJM that is invifi. 
ble : I could n t f^el his influence on my Heart ; 
I fought HIM. but could t^ot find HIM. I endeav. 
cured to Pray, but the Heavens fecmcd like Br»ifs. 
At the fame time, fuch a weight came upon me, as 
if I was inft^ntly to be prefled to D^ath, 1 funk in- 
to black defpair, concluding tliat GoD had forgotten 
to be gracious. Mv friends flrove to lift up my 
hands ; but it yielded me no relief. I found no 
g'cam of light, no trace of hope, no token of any 
kind, lor good. The devil impxo^^^ vYi\^ 
M 
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darkn'^ft, telling me, I was fure to be damned ; for 
1 was forfaken of Go0, and a mere dead weight upon 
HIS People. Thus I paffed over fevera! days and 
nights. Sleep departed from roe : and fcatce eat 
any thing, tili I was reduced to a mere fkeleton. 

One day, being able to bear no longer, 1 rofe very 
early in the morning, ard went to Mr. Cheerham's 
at Adfwocd. The family were all very tender over 
me, and, as Mr. Jaco was to Preach in the evening, 
defired me to flay. They loid him nr^y cafe, and he 
ftropgly encouraged me to hope in rhe Lord. 

My Father milling me, and n^t knowing what was 
become of me, was almoft dilhafted. He fent per- 
fons round about in every road, hut could learn noth« 
ing fill Mr. Cheatham fent a meffenger lo Stockport, 
to defiic he would come over. He came ; but I 
was afraid of going home, till be promifed he would 
ufe no feveiiiy. As foon as we came home, he fent 
for Dr. H — an utter flranger to all Religion. In 
proof whereof, he immediately took a large quantity 
of blood from m», bUAer«d me on the head, back, 
and feet, and loaded me with Medicines. For near 
two months I was under his care : all that time none 
of my friends were fuffeved to fc*e me. The clergy- 
mexi, M'-ffrs, Richmond, Knowles, and Dale, vifitcd 
ine in their turns, and ufed every argument to in. 
duce me to think of the Mcihodifts no more. 

In the mean time Prayrr was made for mecontin- 
n llv in the Societies : and a day was fet a part for 
Falling and Humiliation. I believe it was in confe. 
qaVnce of this that 1 was raifed up. The doSor 
and rr.iniPrrs judged that I might go out. My d'e- 
fign was fii II to vifii the Church : but is 1 was go- 
irg, an old .ncqu rjntance came to my mind, who liv- 
ed three milfs (?fF. 1 had a ftrong defire to fee him, 
ar d turriing about, went ftraight to his houfe. He 
cauhgc inv' in his arms, and faid, *• My dear child, I 
*' am g^d te fee you, I alwa^^bdicved God would 
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deliver you* Bui where will you go now ?" I faw 
I fliould not be permitfeci to Teive God at home. 
A^ter confuliing together, we agreed, it would b€ 
bcft r me to ifpend a litile time at MarKhefter : fo 
th; next day I went thither. As I was going, a gen- 
tleman met me, who told my Faihtir. 1 was hearing 
Mr. Haughron in the evening, when my mother hav- 
ing come irom Stockport on purpofe, would not 
come in, but (lood at ike door, and fcnt a pet fan to 
tell ni:, Gr.c deflrcd to fp^^ak with me. When 1 
came, fte faid, *- Yrj-jr F::-hcr is dying, and wants 
to fee you before he dies.*' Bring exceeding^ 
Aruck, I went with hen She took me to an ac- 
quaintance, Mr. Hibben's, in j3oaD's-(>ate. It be- 
ing late, fhe faid, (he mud flay in town all night, and 
go off early in the morning. But they knew not 
what te do with me ; being afraid tke Methodifts 
would come and take me away. At length they (hut 
me up in a room with ilrong doors, and a perfoc t# 
guard me all night. In the morning, 1 was guarded 
home, where I iound my Father as well as ufual.— - 
He did every thing he could to extort a promife, that 
1 would Feave the Methodifts. Bat not pri^vaiUng, 
he gave the matter up, and from that time I gained 
my freedom. 

The week following, I met my Brethren again.-— 
And, O the thankfuln«fs that was exptelTi^d on every 
fide ! I found now every means was to my Soul, 
what the river Jordan was to Naaman My ftrength 
came again, my Li^^ht, my Lile, my God ; and I 
was filled wi.h all Joy and Peace in believing. In- 
deed 1 could not fee at fir ft, why God had permit- 
ted i¥ie to pafs thiough thofe deep waters. But I 
now fee it was, that I might fympaihize with other 
affli61ed SouU from heart- felt experience. 

Soon after, it was ftrongly impreffed on my mind, 
that God had called me to fome ww^t^ v^^^^"^^^^^^* 
1 was cheo a /eader, iiid b&d QCcaLti'0U4\\'j 
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but with fear and trenobling. For fomc iimf, I re- 
fiCed ihc thought, fearing it was a device of the devil: 
I earDeflly fought the Lokd by E<» fling and Prayer : 
I poured out my fupplicaiion again (I it. But the 
more I flrove and prayed, the more the thought was 
prcfTed upon my mind. 

Mr. Bennet was then in connefiion with you, Sir* 
We were intimate, and loved each oiher dearly. I 
told him all that was in my Heart. He afked, What 
can induce you to undertake fuch » Woik ai ilris V* 
I anrwered, It can be no vfcw of gain 5 for I am 
getting money every year, and want nothing. It is 
not pride : I want no praife of men. It is a tender 
regard for my fellow* creatures. 1 have had much 
forgiven, and I now love much. And if 1 could be 
an inflrument oi fiAvi;ig but one Soul, it would make 
amends for the Ubour of all my life : and 1 think I 
am called of God thereto." He faid, '* Then go on 
in God's na?re." 

On December £6, in the year 1751, Mr. Bennet 
wrote me a letter, wherein he defirtd n^e to meet him 
at MapcheHer, and go a round wiih him. I met 
bim there, and we rede togeiher fo Bolton, where 
notice had been given of hi* preaching. When the 
hour was come, he abfolutcly refufed to Pre;^ch ; but 
alier Mr. Mitchell had given an cxliorlxitioii, go? up 
cn one ot the formji, and faid, ** i have no longer a- * 
ny coni)t£lion v;iih Mr. Wtfl-v. He denies ihe 
perf*iV( ranee of the Saints, and aff rts finlefs p^rlec- 
lion. Now, 1 defire, that ail of you who are of my 
mind will follow mc," TJ?fy did To, I'or out oF an 
hundred and twenty. fevcn, only nineteen rem nned* 

He went on till he came to Stockport, where, af- 
ter preaching, he met the Society, and told them 
what he had done at B'. ljon, and added, ** Now you 
muft tak-- either me or Mr Wtfliv." They all 
joined him but oae, Molly WiJIiamfon. He pro- 
mifed to P/each to them t\ti^ loiv^X^v \ 
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ID 1 year utterly forfook them, and preached at Stock- 
port no more* 

A few days after, I called on Molly Williamf ;n, 
and found her exceedingly afflifted ; Mr. Bt-nnet 
having taken away her Sifter and Iver Fother. She 
tflced, What can we do ? I faid. " There \% a fanwiy 
at Adfwood, that has lately come to hear, and has 
neither joined Mr. Bconet nor Mr. Wt llsy : go o- 
ver, and propofe a weekly meeting at their ho fe," 
They willingly accepted of the propofal. We ex- 
horted them every Lord's day, and met as a tLfs 
every Wednefday evening. The Lord owned and 
bleflcd us : We had Love and Paace ; only we 
wanted the preachers in conne£lion with you. W.e 
prayed for them : foon after you came yoorfelf, 
preached at noon, and promifed to fend us preachers. 
You did fo : they came once a month, and we tho*i 
ourfelves highly favoured of the LoRB. 

I ftill wanted the preachers to come to Stockpori : 
and Mr. Allwood being in the circuit, I a(ked hin), 
. Whether he would Preach, if I could procure a 
place? He faid he would. 1 fpoke to Robert An- 
derton, who kept the old Preaching houfe, and he 
confcnted to his preaching there. Soon after we 
hired a houfe, and hiA regular preaching therein : 
and GuD ihsn revived ar.d carried on His Woikia 
fpite cf all oppofiiion. 

In the year 1759. J^mes Wild came into M.a- 
chetter circuit. He was a bleffing to many, and 10 
ine in particular, being exceeding tender over mc : 
and 1 believe, it was in copf^^quence of what he 
fpoke concerning me at the ConLrence, ibat foon 
after !t, I received a 1 >er from you Sir, wherciix 
jou told me that 1 was accepted on trial, as a travel, 
lingjpreacher, and was appointed to labour in 
Sheffield Circuit. The news feemed 10 mt likj a 
death-warrant. I kne*v not what to d > I iI^csviaJx 
••M/ abilities are by no uie4cv% ;.\^ \\\ 
M 2 
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Work : and it I attempt it, I lhali only ewpofe my. 
felf. and biing a difcredit upon the Gofpel." But 
on the other hand, I thought, "If I do not go, I 
fliall grieve Mr. Wtfley, and fail in my duly," Af» 
ter much reafoning I came to this conclufion,! will 
go and make a trial ; if the Lord owns me, and 
the People receive me, fo long as ihis is the cafe, I 
will (lay with them : it they do not receive me, or 
if I fee no fruit of my labour^ I will return to my 
bufinefs. 

Having prepared ail things, and fettled my buiinefs 
in fueh a manner that I could return to it with credit, 
I was commended by the Brethren to the Grace of 
God, and fet out with much fear, hardly expelling 
to flay three months in the Circuit. 

I thought, certainly they will defpife my youth : 
but: it was far otherwife. They here wiih all my 
weaknefies, and I was kindly received and tenderly 
^reated on every (ide. 1 was particularly indebted 
to two iaithful Friends, Mrs. G. of Rorbeiham, and 
E. B. of Woodfeats. They were as nurfing- moth- 
ers to me on all occafions. Whenever ray mind was 
burdened, I imparted to them all my trials, and they 
lilted up my hands. 

The Circuit being long, the pfeachers feldom faw 
each other but on the quarter day. But the People 
]/Oved us, and we loved one anoiher : fo that I got 
the. year through much better than 1 expc£led. And 
1 did not run in vain : I did fee in various placet a 
little Fruit of my Labour. But I was not fatisfied 
with this : 1 wanted all the People to be CoBverted 
to God. And fearing I took up the place of fome 
more ufeful Preacher than*i was, or ever fliould be, 
at the clafe of the year I wrote to you. Sir, defiring 
1 might go home, Yt u wrote 10 me, ** You have 
fet your han^d to the Gofpel plough, therefore never 
Jock back. I would have you come up to London 
ibis ly/nrcn Here is cvtty ihinj^ io m^keib^ man 
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of Goi> perieQ." 1 vas then in the Hacvorth Cir- 
cuit with good Mr. GrimQiaw, who fbcwed rae great 
kiodoefs. He did ooc let mr go without much re- 
lufiancf. While I was upon the road, I found 
Heart thoroughly engaged in the Work of Goo, and 
determined to give up all : yet when I came within 
fight of London, my fpirits began to fink, having 
bten always of a fearful temper, which, indeed, con« 
littues to this day. And when 1 came into the great 
City, every thing was flrange to me. All the Peo« 
pie were ftrangers to me, and I to them s but we 
foon knew one another. The longer I flayed, the 
better I liked every thing round ab^ut me. I found 
your words true ; ** H^rc is every thing to make tki 
Man of Godperftar 

Soon after 1 received a letter from Thomas Mitch- 
ell at Norwich, earneftly prefTtng me to come and 
help him. Having confuhed wiih my Brethren, I 
went : but as foon as I came, T. Mitchell went a- 
way ; fo I was left alone for above two rtionihs, hav- 
ing care enough upon my hands, more than ever I 
had had before, be fide the preaching fixteen or fe« 
venteen times a week. B.M'^g aimoll worn out, \ 
wrote to you. Sir, defiring vou would fend me fome 
afli (lance. In the m^an time my fituation was ijnade 
a bleffing to me, caufing me to give m) (elf much to 
Prayer. 

Juft at this time a good Providence fent to Nor- 
wich that Saint of God, Jane Cooper. I have great 
leafon to praife Goo on her account. She was a 
general bleffing to the People. By her converfa- 
lion and prayer, many, both of the young begin- 
ners and old ftanders, wciie ilirred up : many found 
remifTion of fins, and many were renewed in Love ; 
fo that we had gracious fliowers on every fide. She 
advifed me to declare the whole Cou;ji'.l of God, 
** Enforce.'* laid Di^, ** a prefent and full Salvation, 
Many will hate you for to 
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love you ; and m%ny will believe, and feel the force 
of HIS Word Therefore, my brother be Orong, be 
bold V* Her nameiB precinos to me to this day, 

A^ter her came another oi hke Spirit, P^ttl Green* 
WO')d : at the fight of whom my fpirit revived, I 
think as much as Jacob's dtd, wheohe (aw Jofeph's 
Waggons. We laboured ♦ogether in much Love, 
and not without fuccefs. He was a maa of a truly 
excellent tempei , and exemplary behaviour. He was 
conftartly ffri.*os but not f^d : he was always cheer* 
ful, but not light. And the People drank into the 
fame Spirit, fo that the year paflVd very agreeably. 

In the year 1761, my fcrophulousdiforder appear- 
ed, and grew more and more troublrfi>me. I applied 

' to an eminent furgeon, but was a little better In 
fpring 176a, 1 went to Canterbury : here 1 bad the 
hirppr.efs ol Converfing with Mr, Cliarles Perronet, 
a ma-n of much pain and forrow, but dead to aM 
thH'gff here below, and deeply devoted to God,~ 
By him I profited much. He wanted to be all fpir« 
it : fo did 1. And we met once a week with a few 
friends who were like minded. 1 blefs God that 
ever 1 law them. 

This fummer iherc was a great pouring out of thie 
Spirit in London, and many were athirfl for the 
V^bole Chridian Salvation : fo was 1. 1 loved the 
very name of it. 1 loved to hear it fpcken of. 1 lov. 
ed ali the F.-ople that were in purftiit of it, and was 
never fo happy as in their company 2^ converfation. 
This was before thofe extravagancies crept. in. My 
foul was fweetly united to them. I Caught their 
fpirit, and fdt fuch zeal for preaching d pre/ent and 

JuU Salvation, that whert^r I was^ I preached it to 
all Believers in the bejl manner 1 ceuld. This foon 
had its ufe, both upon the People, apd upon my own 
Soul. 1 was convinced mtre deeply than ever of in- 
brad fin, and of the promife of God to fave me from 

//. ^ad never did man at a bar plead harder Jor 
/i/^, ^Aan I pUaded with God jo \ lau SoXvaUtn. 
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Mr. Perk, of LtncoFo'f Inn, then a fober rational 
Cfariftian, defired me one day to call and dine with 
him. 1 ihere uncxpeftedly met with Meflis. CoUey, 
Jay, CougblanyBeli, Owen, and fome (Ubers. When 
dinner was over, one faid, *' Our LoKD has promif. 
cfd, whatfoever two or three of vou (hall agree to a(k 
in MY name, 1 will do it. We itgree now." An 
bymn was fung. 1 1 f eemed a^i if the glory of the 
Lord filled the place. We went to prayer. A 
general cry arofe, but without any confufian. Tl>e 
Lord was moved by our inftant prayer, and we had 
Ihe petition we aflced of him. .1 was Baptifed as 
with the Holy GhoA and wiih Fire, and felt that 
ptrftQ Love cajltih out ftttr. Great was our fellow- 
ihip with the Faiher, the Son, ami the Holy Spirit. 
After an hour fpent in Supplication and Thankfgiv- 
ing, we fung from the ground of our hearts. 

Hang our new-born fouls on thee, 
** Kept from all idolatry ; 
^* Nothing want, bencath> above I 

Happy, happy in THY Love." 

If ever I had accefs to the Tbrone of Grace, it was 
on this memorable day. Our Luk D was inexprefli- 
bly near : it feemed we might afk and have whatever 
we warned. And we were excec'dingly drawn out in 
prayer, for you, your fons in the Gofpel, and the 
People under your c<4re, feeling the communion of 
Saint, both on Earth below, anJ in Heaven above. 
But in all this there was nothing wild \ but all Calm- 
nef^, Meeknefs. Love and Peace. 

From this timt I went for ih in the Power and Sfiifm 
it of Love : I felt nothing but Love^ and dtifi'^ed noth* 
ing but more Love, And fo 1 continued vvithcut any 
intermiffion all the time 1 remaiued in London. 

I could now underftand that objeft ion commonly 
madeagr.inft thof? who long to be all devoted to God, 

That they do nor. love to.conyerfe wulvotU^t P'^^- 
pie, wLb maay hm thufc of vWu %^tiUivr "^^^^ 
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little fpiritual convtrUiion is to be found among 
utber People ! Amoiig any that are not going on t§ 
perJeBionl Gemrull) ihetenorof their converfation 
is dry, Jifelcfs. and ufc'efs. But tbofe who are 
earneflly going on, hardly care to talk of any ibing 
elfe. And whatever converfation has no favour of 
tbii, is dull and infipid to them. 

From that day lo this, I have not loft my fi;»hi of, 
nor my,affe8ion for, Chrillian PerttdHon But I 
have b^en preffed down by the exercifes of every 
kind which 1 have paff?rd through fince that litne. I 
fear fome of them were puipof«ly laid in my way 
by thofe who were no friends to this doflrine : and 
who were not greatly phafed ^iin me for enforcing 
it in every place. But I willingly leave this and all 
my dfifairs to the difpofai of a wile acd gracious Prov« 
idence. 

The rext year I was at Briflol with Mr. Oddie, 
and was bappy both with birh, and wi'h the People. 
My heart was giten up : I was all ai^-»irU for God, 
snd wanted every thought to be Holinefs to the 
Lord. Jisus was the firil beauty to my foul. HE 
reigned alone in my heart. 1 was entirely and con* 
ilantly happy in GoD : he was n^y »]1 in all. 

In 1764, 1 was again Rationed in London. My 
diforder now increafing much, I was advifed to ap. 
ply without lofs of time to Mr. Murley, a gentleman 
of Halftead in Eff x. 1 went down without delay. 
He behaved like a Gentleman and a Chriliian. He 
firfl prayed that God would blefs his endeavours ; and 
after enquiring minutely into my cafe, told me, my 
whole mafs of blood was corrupted. He therefore 
advifed me to an entire milk diet ; to take a quart of 
milk every day, with fome white bread, and two ta« 
ble fpoonfuls of clarified honey. In fix months my 
whole habit of body was changed, bor have 1 had a* 

thing of my diforder fince. 
The nextye^r I fpenl • O J^ilv^ vTv>JaR Vil^ak^ 



Mr. 'John Oliver. 143 

cbefler Cirouit. We hai fome fevere trials ; biit 
going on hand in hand, we were more than conq ier- 
ors. . Where Preachers ^re united, nothing can hurt 
them ; wh« re they are not, noihing can help them. 

The year following I was appointed f )r Newcafi le- 
upon-Tvne. where I tou: d a n>oft agreeable Um:Iy. 
And T nev-r met with a people who valued the Preach- 
crs» like thoflMi this Circuit. Their fpirit and their 
condufcl throughout the whole, was ** courteous, pi- 
tiful, ard kind." 

Aherwards I fpent two years in Leeds Circuit, two 
in BrddFcTth, and two in Birftal Circuit. Alvvays 
Mr hen I go into a new round, I go wiih great heavi- 
ncfs : but after a while, 1 fo cleave to the people that 
1 know not how to leave them. 

In the year I773. I was remove4*to Cheftf^r Cir- 
cuit, where I continued iwd^years. In the fecond 
year I was invited to Wiexham. ' The houfe being 
too fmall tor the Congregation, 1 was dcrfired to 
preach abroad, which 1 accordingly did, to about a 
thoufand ferious hearers. While I was fpeakirg, a 
conftable came with orders fron> a neighbouring juf- 
tice to apprehend me 1 defired him to ft>iv till 1 had 
dlone my difcourfe, and 1 would ^o with him. He 
agreed fo to do ; but the jufticc, impatient of delay, 
came himff^lf, und feiz-^d me by th»* collar. 1 faid. 

Sir, hvre is no riot; all is peaceable; and 1 am a 
licenced Preacher." Notwithftanding, he dragged 
me on, till he faw th** conftable, and then charged 
Lim to carry tic? to B idewell. As we were walk- 
ing. I told the conftaol-, ** I will not ij<>, unlefs you 
have a written order." He went to the juflice, and 
returned with the following order, which 1 have by 



" This U to order the conftables of W rexham, and .. 
Thomas Price ri parucular, fafelv to coi\ve\ y;^^"^^* 
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unlawfully afiembird a concourfe of people in the 
School y^rd^ againft the pe^ce of our fovereign lord 
Che King, to the houfe of correflion in the town of 
WrexhaT>. And likewife to •rder the keeper of 
the f?id houfe, to receive and fafcly keep the body of 
bim, ihe fdid — Oliver, for further examina- 
tion, and that he may be dealt with according to lavr. 
" Given under my hand and f€a||||);iis tenth day 
of June, 1774. 

THO. BOYCOTT/' 

As 1 wa^ walking with the con liable towards Bride- 
well, there was fuch a concourfe of people, that it 
was with difficulty we got through them. The houfe 
was foon filled with people of all ranks, who expref- 
fed all pcffible.icindRefs. One gentleman faid, ''Sir, 
I will be bound wtfh for 500I." Another faid, 
'* You ihall preach at my door, and let them diilurb 
you that dare.'' 1 had now an opportunity of ex- 
plaining to them the Religion which we wi(h to 
propagate in every place. 1 then went to Prayer, 
wherein I was greatly refrefhed, and moll of the pco. 
pie were deeply aflFeflcd. Many would fain fiavc 
flayed wiih me all night, but 1 would not fufier it. 

At nine in the morning I was ordered to^^ppear be- 
fore the Juftice, with whom 1 found the High Sher- 
iff and an Attorney; He afkcd for my licence, which 
1 gave him ; he rc^i.d it and faid, it was good for no. 
thing. I faid, ** Sir, it was never queftioned before, 
and the qu<?ftioning the validity ot it now, is a re- 
flcQion upon the whole bench of Juftices, who gave 
it me in open Court." The Attorney then begic- 
rir.g to interrt^^ate me, 1 faid, " Sir, I am under no 
obligation to anfwtr impertinent q'lefiions." He 
got up, went out, and 1 f-iw hin) no more. The Jaf- 
ticcihtrn told mo, uiilefs 1 would proinife to preach 
tii€4^^ no more, he wo'-.ld order me to be whipt out 
ol thclowv. I anfwcred, ** Siii^l will make no fuch 
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promife. I am an Eoglifliman. I have violated none 
of the laws of my country, and therefore am liabb 
to no punifhroent." After uCng a few more con- 
temptuous words, he told me 1 mifjht go about my 
bufinefs. So I took, my leave of Mr. Boycott, re- 
joicing thai I was counted worthy to fuflFer Qiamc for 
my Master's fake. 

The next year 1 laboured in Sheffield Circuit, 
where was a great out- pouring of the Spirit of God. 
And throughout the year, there appeared to be a gen- 
eral moving among the People. 

In the fucceeding years I was in Manchtfter, Liv- 
erpool, Macclesfield, and Birftal Circuits. And 1 
blefs God, 1 never was in any Circuit yet, where I 
had not fotne Seals of my MjfEon. 
. God has wrought wonderfully of late in BirRal 
Circuit. He is bkffing us on every fide. Some 
hundreds have within this year been added to the So- 
cieties. On the National Fad Day, the little Soci- 
ety at Thong appointed a Prayer. Meeting iri the eve- 
ning. The Spirit of Grace arid Supplication was fo 
poured out upon fhem, that they continued till the 
morninij Several were in the greatcft agony, lying 
upon the ground in cold fweats, one crying out, 

Lord, help me ;** another, ** S iVe, or 1 perifli.'* 
Before they parted, eight were jufiified, and fevcral 
renewed in Love. 

I would beg leave to obferve, upon the whole, that 
having been near thirty years in the fcM vice of a Good 
Master, / have ^rcat reafon to be /i^?ulflc:J for hav^ 
ing done fo little for God, Jer my Ndghbour, and 
for my/tlf, gi^I tuight have exerted m) fclf moic in 
the Caufe o! God, and have made greater improve- 
ment, both as a Preacher and as a Chrillian. God 
be merciful to m^. a firmer. 

I am. Rev. Sir, your afT flionate 

Son i:i tbe Oo^v^A^ 
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BESIDE the Gospel Pooi, 
Appointed for the Poor ; 
From Year to Year my helpless Soul, 
Has waited for a cure. 

How often have T seen, 

The Healing Waters move ; 
And others round me stepping in. 

Their efficacy prove ! 

But my Complaints remain ; 

1 feel the very same ; 
As full of Ciuilt, ani Fear, and Pain, 

As when at first I came. 

O, would the Lord appear 

My Malady to heal ; 
He. knows how long I've languish'd here, 

And what distress I feel. 

"How often have I thought 

Why should 1 longer lie ? 
Surely the Mercf i have sought 

Is not for such as I ? 

But whither can I go ? 

There is no other Pool, 
Where streams of Sovereign Virtue flow, 

To ma^c a sinner whole. 

Here, then, from day to day, 

rU wait, and hope, and try ; 
Can Jesus hear a sinner pray, 

Yet suffer him to die ? 

No— HE is full of Grace ; 

He never will permit 
A SouU that fain would see His TACfi, 

T©per>hat.Hi5L feet. 



THt 
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MR. ALEX. MATHER. 



•To TriB Rev. Mt, JOHN WESLEY. 

Reverend Sirj 

1r WAS born at Brechin in North- Britain, in Feb. 

'733* reputable Parents, who made it iheir bu« 
fi lefs to bring me upin the Fear of God. They ra« 
ftrufied me early in the principles of Religion, and 
cook particular care to keep me from evil company ; 
fo ihat when I grew up, I was an utter firanger to the 
vices common among men. And I look pieafure in 
reading good Books, and learning our .Catechifms by 
heart. When I was at the Latia School, it \ias the 
cuftom of our Mifter, every Lord's- Day, after the 
evening fervice, to hear what we could remember of 
the Sermons, and to pray with us. Under one ol 
his Prayers, (when I was about ten years old) I was 
ftruck with flrong Convidians. And thefe never 
^nite left me, but I always retained a defire to be a 
Chriftian. • 

Soon after this, out of a childifli frolick, I went a- 
way wiih a party ol the Rebels. But I knew not 
vhat I did. I hereby expbfed myfelf to many hard- 
fhips and dangers. Bui the LoR d d-livrrecj^ me out 
©fall. Many mighty oacs fell on CuUod^a bkft5i5J^> 
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and in the way to Invcrnefs, and indeed on evry fide : 
yti I was mercifully prefcrved. But when 1 came 
near my F<*iher's houfe, there was no entrance for me. 
And I knew not where lo-go, till my Mother refolv- 
cJ to take me to a Relation of hers near Penh. 

We had a large River to crofs, which was much 
fwelled by the late rains. We were jaft got into the 
Boat, when a Gentleman on horfeback came and beg- 
|!ied us to flay and take him in, which we accordingly 
cl^d. He fecmed much fatigued. My Mother defir. 
cd me to hold his Horfe, which 1 did, twitting the 
bridle round my hand. When we were about the 
iiiiddle of the river, the Horfe took a flight, and leap- 
ctl QUI of the Boat, taking* tne; and the oars, and both 
the Boaimen wi:h him : fo that nore were left in the 
boat but my Mother and the Gentleman, wiihont any 
mc^ins of iielpiri;^ ihefnfelve^. The horfe fwam to 
the oppofite fliore, dragging me with him : then turn- 
ed back, and f.tram to the {hore we had left. He 
then jumped out, pulling me jufl above the water ; 
but I there my hold, and fell back into the river. 
It cariied me down, rolling me over and over, till it 
brought me to the fi ie of the boat, which waR flrang. 
ly got to the fame fliore. They c»tched hold of me 
and pulled me in. 

Mrre I cannot but remark {^vcrd] ProviJen^/ai 
ciJenls : i. Tljat both ihe boatmen fliould get fafe 
to that fide of the water, d. That when they were 
thf?re, they ftioulil be able to get the boat, with ray 
Mother and the Gehilemao fafe in if. 3. That the 
hf>rfe did not leave me on theoppofue fide, whereto 
pII appearance, I mutt have periflr^d. 4. That, not- 
^vithlijidina the impetuofuy of the fiream, thehorf^ 
fliouUl • reach tlje land above the boat. Had it been 
helou', 1 had probably been loft. 1 admire above all, 
the exaft timing of every circiimftance ! Had I been 
brought to the fame fide firft, 1 could have had no 
hc)p ; had the boaimen reached the oppofite fide, 
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ihey in the boat could have had none, At\d haxl a* 
ry of us beeri carried but a Irtile lower, we muft in- 
evitably have been fwatJowed up in a Whirlpool. 

After having thrown up much water, I was fo far 
recovered, as to be able 10 take boat again. And 
having got fafe over, we travelled twelve Scotch 
miles, (eighteen Englifh} btfere night. But we 
could not travel without, much danger, as the Coun- 
try was full of Parties, both Horfe and Foot, who a- 
bufed all the Strangers they met with, and often took 
them Prifoncrs. When we can>c near a Town, we 
enquired of one we nnei, where we could have a qai- 
et Lodging 7 She faid, (he could recommend ua 
to no Inn ; for ibey would inform the Saidiers of 
us, who were very rude to all (Irajpgers, cfpfcially 
to Wo:nen : bui if we would put up with the Houf< 
of a poor M^n, flie knew one that fhe thought wuuld 
receive us." So (he condufted us to a Utile Cot- 
tagr, where we found the Man engaged in Family^ 
zvcrjhip When ii was ended, he looked upon may 
Mother, and faiJ^ Good wife, 1 have no place Gt 
to f nter^ain you, who appear to have a ^ood home 
fom where. Neiihcrr can I proiefl you if the Sol- 
diers h4.jr you are in my Houfe. Bat if you pleafe 
to ft: by tnc fire, with a linle draw for the Lad to lie 
€^ii, you are welcome." They then gave us fome- 
thing to eat and drink, which we received with 
thif-kfulnefs to God. Thegocd Woman ibcn laid 
me down on the ilraw, atid fat by my Motlicr till the 
morr^ing ; wht?n having been commended to God 
in Prayer by our Hoft, we went on our Journey. 

My Mjiher*s Blather was a confideraole Farmer, 
in the Caife ol Gowry. near Perth. Thiih; r we got 
before funfet, and were kindly received, till njy 
M jthcr told him her dtfign of leaving me tlK-rc — - 
But his Wile oppofed it much, feaiing lefl, il u was 
difcovercd, ihey Ihould be ruin d for harbour in^mc. 
Howeve/, mv L/ncie, feeing iVvc iv&.i*:^ 
N 2 
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was in, ovcr-ruled her, and faid, I Oiould ftay."— - 
And ihe next Morning, he feni a fervant with my 
Mother, who faw her f^fe Home. 

1 flayed ihe Sabbath at my Uncle's. But on Mon- 
day morning before funrife he called mc (his Wife 
having prevailed) and told me, *' You muft gd 
hence." So 1 fei off with one to guide mc aciofs 
the Mountains. He then left me to find my way as 
I could, to a place, and a perfon I had never heard 
of before : bui 1 had a line to the Man : Providence 
brought mc to the place ; but the Man was not at 
home. However he came the next day, and receiv- 
cd me kindly. Here 1 ftayed till about midfummer^ 
end then removed to a diflant Relation's, where I 
flayed till November* It was then judged I might 
go home fafely : but when 1 came, my Father woulii 
not let me come into his Houfc. Nay, he went and 
made iniormation againfi me to the commanding Of- 
ficer : and I lbou!d have been fient to PrifoD, had not 
a Gentleman of the Town interfeied for me, and 
procured leave for me to lodge at ray Father'^s Houfc. 
In the morning a Ele ot Mufqueteers came, to take 
me into Cuftody, and brought me to the Officer - 
After zlking me many qucflions, he told me, *' You 
may go home." But when I came to the door, the 
Soldiers, not knowing his order, were a jjoing to car. 
ry me to prifon : till he looked out of the window, 
and bade them let me go. However, my Father 
would not put mc to School any more, but kept me 
to bis buQoefs, that of Baking* 

I continued wkh my Father till the beginning of 
May, 17,51 : when, being well acquainted with my 
buHncfs, I determined to go abroad. I fct out with 
another young Mas^, who was CB|»aged in Perth.— 
Here a place wa.< provided for me m a Pious Family, 
where I remained till after Chriilmas. Two perfons 
then came from London ; with one of whom 1 con- 
traSled aa ijQtioiate acquaiuunct. Ow^ Lord'*. 
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JDay fhe alkcd mc to go with her to fh ? Ep fc.^pat 
Meeting. It aff fled me much, an^i from hr. tr«ne 
I a:tended it whenever \ could. And 1 c^nnjf but 
f«y, U wa!( of great uf« to iri) Soul, a»d has proved 
fo ever fince. 

About ibis time 1 formed a parpofe of going to 
London, and having took ledive of my Relations, tve 
fet f^il from Mantrofe, about ihe middle of June, 
1752. When I came to London, I knew no one 
there ; but the Kind Hand rf God was over me, 
1 found a Brorher of my Father's, who being Sf the 
fame Trade, took me to work with him, till he pro- 
cured mr: a place, in a ferious F«imily at Billiogfgate. 
But as I was a Foreigner, my Mailer was fummoneJ 
to Guildhall, and obliged to put me atray. In a lit* 
tie time I got ine another nls^* Whitechapel- 
Bars, And as I was flrong and aflive, my Mailer 
porfuaded me to engige for a year certain. After- 
wards he did not ufe me well : till one day being in 
a paffion, he ordered roe inttandy to quit his faoufe ; 
which 1 imq^ediately did. 

In the year 1753, nay prefent Wife, who was born 
near where I was, and had lived fevcral years v.*iih 
my Parents in my infancy, heard I was in London^ 
and refolved to fee me. We had not feen one an- 
other for many years, aiid were both glad of the 
meeting : and as I was then out ot place, we had op* 
portunity of feeing each other fiequenily. On Feb. 
J 4, we were married. I had then forgot the refolu" 
lions I had often made of living wholly to God, 
whenever I fliould marry : but he foun brought 
them back to my remembrance, by laying alHi£lion 
on my Wife. 1 now began to be i.i good earneft 
for Salvation : I bought up all opportunitiss for 
Prayer. 1 refolved to break through ;tll oppoii:ion, 
and to ferve God with all my Heart. 

But flill it Uy heavy upon my mind, that 1 had 
not perforioed my Vow />ra)ing xjaitK m^W\i<.* 
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And my conviflions incrrifed day by day, tilt my 
appetite was goi«^.\ and my fteep departed from me : 
my bones were filled as with a fore difeafe, and my 
tears were my m^at day and nt^hr. / now broke 
througk and prayed wUk my Wife, and we never a/m 
ier left the pyatiict. It was not long alter this, that 
ftie knew God to be a Pardoning God, And alt 
that fummer we co'.'tinufd praying and driving to- 

? ether, and fteadily walking in all the Ordinances of 

Al%r living at Hamftead feme trme, I removed to 
a place at St. Katherin^'s. While I was here, 1 vva» 
one day going hadily along the ftreet, and a loaded 
can flood in it which nearly £lled it up. However 
I went on, thinking \ could get by : 1)m juft as I 
was going by, it mov^Af aught my bafket, cruQied 
Hie up againft the wall^and dragged me along lill we 
came againft a Ih'^p window which gave way and re- 
leafed me. Every one that faw it fuppoQfd 1 feouid 
be crufli-ed to death ; or at leaft my arms or legs 
would be broken. But I received no huri at all, be* 
fides a little bruife on the back of my t>and. 

In Sw^ptemb^r, 1753, 1 WdS hired to Mr. Mcrrlot, 
Our meeting was not c xpetled on cither fide : he had 
been enquiring the charaftor of another, which he did 
Hot approve of ; and 1 was enquiring for a Mdfter, 
when he came and afked me if 1 was out of place ? I 
anfwered, Yes. He aflced if I would keep good 
b&urs r Which I pron^iftd to do. So we agreed, 
and I entered upon his fcrvice. Here I found what 
1 had long deftrcd, a Family wherein was the Wor- 
Ihip of Gai>. This ftirred ine u-p to be more earn- 
eft \vk feeking HIM ; to be exa6t in pr«ying by my« 
felf every morning, erd with my Wife every atier- 
noon. And we coniinucd feeking him with our 
zi;^^/^ heart, And flr^nni whatv'-^r »re ihougiu of. 
fcnfive to WIm;. We ufed liL,*wir Euzry Means 
c/^ Grace^ J have lomeii:ats goao oa^ my Knees 
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when I going to bed, and have continued in that 
pofition till twoo'clock. whcti I tvas called to go to 
work. 

My Wife had fometifD^ Gnce found a de^jrcc of 
Peace with God. But 1 could find Peace, 
nor could I tell what, hindered* unleff it were the 
baking of pans, as thiiy called it, on the Sabbath.^ 
1 would gladly have refrained from this, but then I 
rouft have left my place, and I bad no hope of find* 
ing another place which would not have been liable 
to the fame inconvenience. However, 1 rcfolved, 
as foon as Cbriftmas was over, to give up my j)lace 
at all events. Meanwhile my fl:fh confumed away, 
like a moth fretting a garment. And my bones wer^ 
ready to ftart through my ftin ; for I had no reft: 
day ot night. The foilowing Sabbath my Wife and 
I ventured for the fir ft tiine to the Ho'y Communis 
ion ; and 1 found forae comfort ; but the fenfe of 
lay profaning the Sabbath, fjon took it away. 1 
nov refolved ro delay no longer than the next day, 
beirig willing to fuff^r rather than to Gn Accord- 
ingly, on Monday morning, as foon as my Mafter 
came down flairs, I gave him warning ; he did not 
then fpcak one word ; but foon after be came into 
the Oiop, and afked me, *• If 1 had got another place ?** 
I anfwered, no. He fjid, ** Why then would you 
leave iliis ?'* I anfwered, Becaufe I dare not com- 
mit fin by breaking the Sabbath, as I have done." 
He ufed many arguments with me, but in vain. I 
tild h:m, " I mufl abide by the Word of God, 
whatever be the confrquence : but 1 will not go a- 
wa) till you fuit yourlclf with mother man." 

God now gave me much Confidence, and I found 
much Power to pray, that if it is Hot His Will we 
fliouKl part, he would incline my Mafter to give it 
up. ' And the fame day he went wiih a neigbouring. 
Baker, to all of the trade in Shoreditcb .»nd Bifliop's- 
gate without : propofing that they (hoald ^11 tvi^.^^ 
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inio «n a^ref ment to gii'e it up at once. Ail bOt 
l*i> He then advertifed for a raeeiing of 

Aii^i^r Bikers upon the fubjf6l : but nothing; could 
be concluded. Afterward 1 fuppofed he ziked the 
advice of o«r Brethren at the Foundry. After he 
had taken all thefe flaps, irbre than 1 could rcafona- 
bly expcQ; he told me, '* I have done all I can, and 
now 1 hope you will be content.** 1 fincercly thank- 
ed hiiD for what he had done, but told him, I could 
not ftay any lorigfeir than till he had fuited himfelf. 
But I tontinued in Praver. And on Sabbath even- 
ibff, after Family woifhip, he flopped me and fdid, 
" I have done to day what will pleafe you : I have 
fiayed at home and told all my cuflomers, 1 will no 
more bake on a Sabbath." 1 told him. ((rlr '* If you 
kave done this out of Confcunct toward Goi>. be af* 
Jured it mil end well.'' And Jo it did. That vet) 
Year^ his trade ccnfiderably inzretLfed, And he had 
a large augmentation of his fortune, Jo that he was 
enabled to relieve many that were in want, and alfo 
to lay up abundance for his children. May they 
herein tread in their Father's fleps ! 

He then afked me, how 1 came to fcruple baking 
on Sundays ? And I told him (imply, how God had 
dealt with my Soul, And I believe it was then he 
firfl felt that affe£lion for me, which continued to 
bis dying day. (From that time both he and my 
good Miftrefs were particularly kind to me and mine. 
And when, fome years after, my flaiion in London 
placed me in fome fenfe over them, there were none 
in the Society that more iully fubmitted to every 
branch oi Discipline.) It was then he afked me to 
go with him to the Foundry, which I did at five the 
next morning. When I came back, I told my Wife 
where I had been. It grieved her much, as flie be- 
lieved all the idle reports (he had heard : many of 
which fbe rehearfed, and added, Now our Peace is 
broken forever." This ftii^red me up to be more 
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earneft in Prayer, but did pot prevent my going eve- 
ry Morning, On Sunday fl^e was perfuadod to go 
with me, tbough much afraid of my being drawn into 
fome wrong way. John.Nelfon preached an alarm, 
ing difcourfe, which I hoped would afFeft her much. 
But, oh ih^ contrary, (he was much difguQed, faying, 
*• He has (hewn me the way to hell ; and not the way 
to get out of it. But I thank God, h e has ffiewa 
nie that Jesus Christ is the IVay, and has brought 
me out ofit too." Ho iVever. (he went again the next 
Sabbath. Mr. Charlei Wefley then preached, and 
defcribed the whole procefs of the Work of God ia 
the Soul. She followed him (lep by (lep, till he came 
to the Abiding Witness of Adoption, and 
here he left her behind* She was now both pleafed 
and profited, and we now went on hand in hand,, in 
the Ways of God. But ftill 1 did not find the Spir- 
IT of Adoption, though I fought it diligently,con- 
tinuing inftant in Prayer, and attending the Word 
every Morning and Evening. Indeed this was not 
without difHculty : for 1 had no tim^ for either, but 
what 1 took from my ieep, which (hould have been 
from fix to ten in the evening, and from half paft four 
to fix in the morning. I now flept little and ate lit* 
tie, and the grief of my Soul drank up my fpirits.— 
But yet I could not believe, though 1 continued in 
Prayer and fupplication day and night, feeking GoD 
in finceriiy of Heart, and carefully departing from c- 
vil. 

About this time my Wife and I were permitted to 
fiay at the Meeting ok one of the ClafTes. I was 
much pleafed and retrefhed : but (he faid, " They had 
all agreed what to fay. in order to catch us." Such 
is the folly of prejudice ! It wasfoon after this, that 
you returned from the Bridol Hotwells, (being juft 
recovered from your ponfumption) i\amt\^ ^ Va^- 
ter Eve, //j^. The next day you ^x^^Oci^^^^^ 
Sreet^ Apnl the i^ih t it wa$ ih^ v.vav^\ 
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faw or heard you. Under that Sermon God fcl ipjf 
heart at Liberty^ removed my fins from me, as far as 
(h: Eajl is from ike Wefl : which ibe very Change 
of my Countenance lettified, before ray ToDguecpuli 
utter it. I had no great tranfport of ]oj ; 'but my 
Load was gone, and 1 could praife GoD from the 
Ground of my Heart : all my Sorrow, and Fear, and 
AnguiQi of Spirit being changed into a Solid Peace, 
But on Monday, in ihe afternoon, as I was goin^ 
along, I began to think, ** You fancy your fins are 
forgiven, but you are deceived." I had but a little 
time given way to ihr*fe thoughts, betore I was quite 
miferable. And when I got home, my Wife imme- 
diately afked, what is the matter with you ? I faid, 
*• Matter enough : 1 have deceived my own Soul : I 
wifli I had my forrow again." She ftrongly urged 
me not to reafon, but believS ! To look unto Jesus 
as giving himfeU for me. I was encouraged. I fooa 
rwovered my Peace, which, by the Mercy of GoD, 
I have not loft fince. Soon after we both joined thQ 
Society, and met in Brother Good's Chfs : and this, 
among all the Means of Grace, was peculiarly ufeful 
to my Soul. 

Aboat this time my eldeA Brother, who ufcd the 
Sea. after being wrecked, got his pafTage to London. 
He was eafily convinced of fin, and foon after con. 
verted to GoD. So being all of one heart and one 
mind, ve rejoiced in God all the day long. But it 
was not long before 1 bad flrong imprelhons upon 
my mind that God had called me to preach. I 
mentioned this in my Band, after I had often fought 
God by Fafting and Prayer, We fet apart fome 
days for the fame exercifes. Alterwards they advi- 
fed me to mention it to you. You faid, ** This is a 
common temptation among young men. Several 
have mentioned it to me. But the next thing I hear 
cf them is, that they are married, or upon the point 
of it." I fsid, " Sir, 1 am maimA ^\tt^^^r 
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faiJ, " Care not for it ; but feek GoD by Fafling 
and Prayer." 1 anfwercd> This 1 have done. You 
itrongly recommended patience and perfevprance 
therein ; and faiH you doubted not but God would 
foon make the Way plain before my face. 

Soon afier you appointed me to be the Leader of 
a Band, and in a little time of a Clafs. And Goo 
bUfTcd me in both : but this did not at all alter my 
Convidion that 1 mud preach; nay, it grew {Ironger 
and (Ironger, till having no reft day or night, I was 
conftrained to come to you again, and tell you juft 
what I felt. You told me. *' To It a Mcthodijl 
Preacher is not the way to eafe, honour, pleafurt. or 
profit. It is a life of much labour and reproach — 
They often Jure hard, often sre in want. They are 
liable tohe fioned, beaten, and abufed in various man* 
ners, Coiifitier this, before you engage in fo uncom- 
fortable a way of life." I replied, 1 had no defire to 
engage therein, unlefs it was the Call ot God : and 
I did not regard what 1 fufTcred, in doing the Will 
of God,*' Yau faid, You may then make a trial 
tc- morrow at Snow^ld"s:j£)h&pel.'' 1 did fo. The 
Monday following, you ^p.prointed me for Wappirjg 
Chape), and for the fip^sary on Tuefday Morning, 
It was near tcn^o.*c4bfekiv^hen I teceived the raefTdge. 
I foon went.ro work, but was engaged in Meditation 
and Prayer all the time I was making my Dough 
As foon as I had d^ne, (the refi of the Ficnily being 
in bedj i went to Prayer, in which I found gieai Lib- 
erty. I then read in my Bible !o find a rext and, 
continued redding and praying lili two o'clock. It 
was then li ne ti* cnll my fellow f.Tvaiii, and we went 
to wo.» k together, f)einj» employed, as ufiial, till n.^-ir 
four, in pf-paripg ?he Bread f'»r Av- Uven. All t!;is 
tirxie I was ilill in M'^dira-i jn and Prayer, but could 
not fix upon a Text. Soon .^J.tcr four he went to bed 
ag^in, and I went to Pra> fr, c^\\?iUt- \vAv.^\^A\s:'?: 
when I weal to ihe Fouudi y , V>uv \NV>>ciYv:A^02L'^v«t?a-^'c.^ 
o ' 
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tremblipf^ : and when I took up the Hymn- Book. I 
\va» fo f«4i/ir, that I could not fpeak (o as to be under- 
flood. 1 he people therefore could not fing : and as 
1 was no finger, w« were at a (land. This did not 
a little increafe my agitation, which was fo great that 
I ^oul-i not keep one of my joints from (h.tkirg — 
However, in a while 1 went on : and after Prayer, 
opened the Bible on thefe words, Ye art nought with 
a Pi ice; therefore gloiijy God with your body and 
fpirit, whch a^e GuD*>. 1 now Ifft the determina* 
tion of this wttighty affjir with you, defiring, that if 
you judged I was called of God to preach, you would 
employ Kie, (ds my bufmefs would permit} juft when 
aiid where you pleafed. 

In a little time I was more employed than my 
flreogih would well allow. / had no time for Prea^ 
chwg but what I took from my flrep : fo that I had 
frequently not eight hours fleep m a wed. This, with 
bard labour, conjiant ahfltinioufnefs, and FKEQUtNT 
Fading, brought me fo low, that in a little more than 
two years, I was hardly able to follow my bufinefs. 
My nadfler was often afraid I ftiould kill my ff If. and 
perhaps his fear was not groundlefs. I have frt* 
quently put off my fhirts as wet with fit eat as if they 
had be§n dipt in water. After hajlening to fimfj my 
bufnfs abroad, I have come home all in a fwtat in 
the evening changed my clothes, and Ran to breach 
at one or anothr Chapel : then walked or ran back^ 
changed my clothes, and gone back to wo^k at t*n^ 
wrought hard all night and preached at five the next 
morning, I ran tfack to draw the bread at a quir^ 
ttr or half an hour pa/i fix; wrought hard in the 
Bake hjufe till eight; then hurried about with the 
Bread till the afuraoon, and perhaps at night fet off 
again, 

Tis true, I need not have •ontinued fo long in this 
May, For ycu propofcd my going to l^el^nd with 
^'ou, as a travelling PieacV^et, \u v\\^>&^i\^'o:\tv^ 
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March, 17^6. . I cheerfully agreed thereto, as you 
promifcd my Wife fliould be provided For in my ab» 
fence. This I n.'cntioned to one of my friends, who 
faid. '* No d >ubt he intends it ; but when he is gone 
the Stewards will do as ihey plcafe : adding, How 
can you labour in Ireland, while your Wife is flar- 
ving here ?*' \ ihought, however, I will talk with the 
Stewards myfelf. I did fo, and Mr. Brolts and Hr-b- 
bins afktd, What wil! be fufficient for your Wife?'* 
1 anfwered, "Four {billings a week ** But this ihcy 
were unwilling to allow. So I remained at my bu- 
iinrfs, till another pointed out, which 1 tollowcd, till 
Auguft, 17,57. ^^^^ agreed, that I (bould 

travel, and that my Wife (hould have that fixed al- 
lowance. This was the beginning of that fetttenient 
for Preachers' Wives, which (wxih the addition of 
forty (hillings a year) continues to this day. 

I was appointed for Epworih Circuit in Lincoln- 
fhire; which then included Gainftorough. Grirofty, 
and Sheffield Circuits. I left London Auguft ij, 
'767* walk to Epworth, about an hundred and 
fitly miles. My Fellow- labourers wereThos. Han- 
by, Thomas I obias, and afterwards Thomas Lee. — 
It pleafed God, to give me much of His prefence 
in my own Soul, and to let me fee fome Fruit of my 
Labour. This fupported m<* under the various ex-» 
crcifes I met wiih. The firft of thefe was at Roth- 
erham, wher^ John Thorpe, one of our local Preach- 
ers, had j'lfl feparated from us. He declared open 
war againA us, particularly oppofing what he called 
my perJe/Jion. Yet it pleafed GoD to raife up ma- 
ny witneflis of it ; m my that loved him wi h all 
their hearts. Several uf whriHiarc flill burning and 
fhiniog lights, an<^ T'veral removed into Abraham's 
Bof^m. Yea. it w^s obfetvcd, that foaie of his own 
b<*arrrs, even w!iile he wa« preaching agair.ft Salvat- 
lion tram Cia, were fully coavWctd^ vA vXit. 
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of ii : and indeed never reficd more, till they were 
happy Wifnefles of it. 

In Auturrin I was deflred to to Bollon. I did 
fo, and preached in a field on a S ibhath evening with 
tolerable quiet^^f4. The next time I went, Mr. All- 
wood and I j jfiged it would be bed to be in the mar- 
ker- place. We began flnging, when fuddenly a large 
mob appeared, with a drum beating before them 
medntiinea great number of fquibs were thrown a- 
mong ihfc People. Finding it was impoffible to be 
heard, we purpofcd going to a Friend's about a mile 
from the Town The moment we turned our backip 
the dirt and ftones flew like hail on every fide. Oa 
the Bridge a man (topped us ; but we broke from him 
and went on with the mob at our heels, throwing alt 
that came to hand. Their number continualiy in- 
cr^'afing, we thought it would be mo& advifeable to 
face them, and trv to get back to the Town, where 
we hsd left our Horfea. My two Companions im- 
mediately leaped over a wide diich, which divided the 
field. But before I could follow them, one of the 
mob ccmirg behind me ftruck up my heels, and gave 
me a violent fall. When 1 got up my Friends were 
cut of fight, and the mob furroundcd me on every 
fide. 1 knew not which way to go, neither indeed 
how to go at all, being exceeding weak and fpent, 
both with the fall, ar>d the many blows I had receiv- 
ed. Being a little recovered, I tried to go through 
them, to a foot-bridge that was over the ditch. They 
forbore thiowing, till I drew near the bridge, and 
then all cried out, •* Di;ch him, ditch him." And 
jiifton the fide of the ditch, one ftruck up my heels 
again. Yf t he flood by me, and let me rife up, and 
walk quietly over the bridge. There I was in the 
middle of the mob, and bad a large Field to go thro* 

Earttd from the Road by high rails, which had a 
rorfd ditch on either fide. When 1 came to the rails 
J knew noi bow to get over, my breath being almoft 
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fpent. And it I could. 1 Uvt no likelihood of cfca- 
ping the being thrown into the ditch. However, 
fhfy let rae crawl over without macb hart. Bat as 
fuon as I was on the Road, the fame perfon wjio ft(»p-i 

Ecd us on the Bridge collared rne, to drag me lo the 
orff pond, .while the rett plaiftered me over afrefti 
wiih dirt But juft as we came to the P.)nd, a Gen- 
tleman called oat to him hat held me. '* Let the Mia 
go " He immediately let go bis bold, and 1 pafhd 
by the pond. 

1 bad ftill to walk through the whole Town, my 
horfe being at the far end of it. When 1 came into 
the ilreet, they got the dirt out of tbs kennels, ard 
threw it in my face. As no door was open to take 
tne in, I was obliged now and then to turn and face 
them (oiherwife they feldom looked me in the lace) 
in order to get breath. When 1 came into the mar- 
ket place, there was a general fliout for the glorious 
viflory. Before 1 got to ihe Inn, I was juft ready 
to lie down, when one ftruck me viol mtly, in order 
to ftrike up my heels. Bui 1 k"pt my feet, 1 know 
not how ; which 1 looked on as a Great Mercy ; as 
fuch a fall upon the ftones might have done me much 
hurt. At the fame time pne threw a Rone, which 
ftruck me on the Temple. 1 then concluded, 1 muft 
die in their hands. But by the M'-rcy of GOD, I 
was ilrangeiy brought through all the multitude to 
the Inn where 1 hdd alighted. Being fut down, my 
fi;ft tht^ti'ghi was, •* Father! forgive th'.m : for 
they know not what they do-** Indeed my mini 
(Glory oe to God!) was kept through the whole in 
PerfUl Peace, By this time fome of my FrienJs, 
Who had followed at a diftjoce, were come in, and 
were w-fhing my wound ; when the mob came to 
the door, ihieatening what they would do to the 
hou|e, if the landlord did not turn me our. He Cime 
in and faid, *' 1 cannot keep you here, for the mob 
will pull my hfjufedown," 1 told U.oi/* JSu A 
2 
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in your boofc ; bm while I ufe it as in Inn it Is mine* 
Turn roe out at your peril. If you fear your houfe 
apply to a Magiftrate for proteflion." He went to 
liis Laodlurd, who was a Magiftrate, and ordered him 
to takedown the names of the chief Rioters. Aher 
a while, I mounted roy Horfe in the yard, and then, 
the Gates being opened, rode through a ihower of 
flones, and came fafe to our Friend's houfe. But I 
was fo bruifed, almod from head to foot, that when 
1 was cold 1 could hardly dir. And it was a full 
year before 1 quite recovered the hurts which I then 
received. 

The next day I went back with a Friend to the 
Town. I fv)on tcund three of the Rioters, to whom 
I could fu-rar ; but »he rc-ft were ahfconded. Ht*ar« 
ing the Jufticrs were in the hall, we went thither 
without delay : and telling the Clerk, we had bufi* 
nefs with the Court, we weie fpeedily introduced. 
The Chaiiman, after we had made our complaint, 
roughly faid, * You are the aggreflbr ; and now you 
have the impudence to come to us, requiring juflice 
aghinft others !" 1 anfwered, 1 am here. If i have 
broke any La\»', ii.fli6i the penalty upon me. Bui 
in ihc mean time, 1 r^^quire you, in his Mojefty's 
Dame, to do jiiflic«' upon thefc rioters/* After moie 
threats, I was dt fired to callupon one of them, at his 
own houfe, when the Court was over. 1 did fo, and 
he behaved exceeding well, fending hiis Se;fgeant for 
two of the rioters ; one of whom brought hi« mailer 
td fpcr-k for him: but the Jaflice told him plainly, 
•* Either make it up wiih Mr. Maiher, or 1 will fend 
you to J jil dirctliy." i hey both then afked par- 
don, promifed good behaviour for the future, paid 
the expences, and were, difmiffed. The third fl d; 
but a warrant bi ing given, he was apprehended ; but 
upon the fame terms he was releaf^^d. « 

1 cannot but remark ano h^T thing which hajJ^en. 
de this year, Nottingham had at this time no regu. 
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lar preaching. I had a flrong defire to make a trial 
there, and came thiiher in the afternoon. At Mat* 
thcw Bag(haw*s, 1 Found John Johnfon, of York, 
who faid, 1 am glad you ar*! come ; for here is a poor 
roan, who ia to die to-morrow, whofe behaviour is 
terrifying : he curfe«, fwears, and threatens death to 
all who have given evidence againft hicn ; the jiilor 
in particular. He will fee no Clergymin, but fays, 
he refolves to be a devil, that he may revenge him- 
felf The Minifter has p.iven me free leave to vifit 
hiin. I went this morning; but he faid, ** Give 
yourfelf no trouble about me. By this time to mor- 
row, 1 (hall be a devil, and then I will come and tear 
that villain in pieces." We immfdiattrly went to 
Prayer and vehemently wreAIed with God on his 
behali. After Prayers, we went to him, and at firft 
fight obferved an entire change in his behaviour.-— 
We enqiin d when this fudden change bfgan ? And 
found, it wasjujl while we men at Pray.r, But we 
hid little opportunity of fpeakmg to hiai, the Minif. 
ter (for whom he had fern ) being joft come, 1 could 
only fay, as he paffed by m*t heavy iro ed, * Jesi/S 
Christ is both able and willing to Itiik- fF he 
heavier fetters of tin from your IduI.*' H. 1 ik«=-d 
earneilly, but faid nothing We applied again to 
the Throne of Grace, before ^'v\ after pre-iching : 
and likewife great part of the nijjiu We went ear* 
ly in the morning, and he was brought to us in the 
Parlour. We talk<'d and prayed wr.h him fo ne time. 
After rifirig from Prayer, ha faid to thf Jailor, I 
DOW forgive and love you ; and I h pr and pray, that 
you will forgive me." This was q tickly noifed a- 
bout the Tov^n, which iiHed the V<ird with fpc6la* 
tors, who crouded about the windows, which gave 
us an opportunity of fpeaking to them alfo. H * now 
ack?»owledg<^d the juftice of his fcntcncjc. and vv^s re- 
fifTned to it, huving a Jirong hope of finding Mercy. 
We attended him into ibe yard, when his irous were 
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k:iuik'd cfiT, amid (I a vafi croud, to wbem fpale 
much on the occ«}fion. Thenct wr accompanied hiai 
to the Church, and afterward) to the Cart, which 
fl(^od at the g4te, ready to receive him. But as he 
defired to w«Jk between us, the Sheriff gave him 
leave, and took much pains to keep (>fr the croud : 
It the end of the I own, we fang part of that Hytnn, 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 
♦* My Great REOSEMiiR's praise.'* 

During the thrrt firl\ series ho let tned lifted up : 

but when we cai>e to thofe words in the fouitb verfe. 

His Blood can make the foulest clean : 
*• His Blood avail d for mc I" 

he rejoiced wiili J jy Uafpeukable. When wc catnc 
ta the place of cxeco'ion. the MInifter prayed and 
went awa}'. The Sheriff allowed 05 to pray v ith 
bitn again. And we comniitied his Soul to GoD» 
in cheerful hope of meeting him again in Abraham's 
B font. 

In the year 17^8, being flationed in Newcaftle 
Circuit, (which then reached as far as MuiTjIboro') 
I made a vifit to Brechin, in my way to which, I was 
fcxzed with the bloody flux. As foon as I got home 
I took my room. I was not able to come dowit 
flairs for a month. Mv Wife was quite a (tranger 
at Newcaftle : but 1 c uld leave her and all thingt 
to God. I fpokc freely to all who came te fee me. 
not lc*tiing any efcape out ot my bands. Mr. Blair, 
the Mimifter, came frequently : and bis fon, a Phy- 
fician. viBted me feveral times a day. It wai now I 
difch^rged the clotted blood, which bad lain in me 
ever fiucc the riot at B >fton. Y<n I did not recov. 
or, till I prevailed upon my'M jther to give me a large 
quantity of tOdft and water. The diforder was th.^a 
preftntly ftopptd, and in a day or two i went dowa 
fiairs. 

The Sabbath following the Sdcramenl vfzs to be 
admmiftered. 1 feni a Une to Mr. Blair, and defir.. 
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cd to be admiiicd lo it, if it would not offend any of 
his P-iriQiioners, He immediately f nt m- a tokm, 
faying, '* 1 will .idmit you if they art '.!} • ff. nd-d." 
J went on Sabbaih. iht» firfi day I vvas ai)r M-j. The 
fervice lafted from nine in the n^orrin^j to fivi- in the 
evening ; bur I received no injrt. The next Tiorn- 
ing I hre Icf^fled Ji» Mr. Blair's, with ihe. Minifter 
that affitled at the S>irrarnent, Thfy vere h-i:fible, 
candid men, Mr. Bla'r d'-fired mfi to give ih^'rii aa 
accojntotiheW.fr- i F God in England Bat whrn 
I mentioned the Qr-.atncfs of the Work, and tne Few- 
oefs of the Labourers, he faid, ** Among fo great a 
number of people, there muil be many men ot le^irn- 
ing : why dueis not Mr. W. fend them out ?" This 
ltd mt to mention the prcr^.quifites of a hUthodiJl 
preacher; namfiy, i, A knowledge of God as his 
God, as having pardoned all his fiss. g. Ali/eand 
converfution fiitahU thtieto 3. A cUar convi^om 
that he was caHeJ of God to the Work : otherwife 
he could not hear th^ c roff s attending it. 4. Som€ 
fruit of his labour^ in convincing and converting of 
finners. Mr. BUir, bioKe out, If thcfearc the pre* 
yequifites of a Methodift Preacher, they muft not 
come here for them.'* I preached twice before I left 
Rrechin, to a vad concourfe of people; and after- 
wards at Montrofe ; but 1 know not that it had any 
lading tffeft, unlefs the removing of prejudice. 

In 17^9. 1 was flaiioned in York Circuit, which 
then included Yarm, Scarborough and Hull Circuits. 
In this year the Work at Whitby began, and we had 
agreat out pourlngof the Spirit in many places. The 
next year 1 was in Stafford (hi re, where it pieafed 
God to work in a very eminent manner : at Darlaf- 
ton in particular, where there was a fmall, but Aea- 
dy Society of long {landing. Several of ihcfe had 
borne much perfecutiort, end took joyfully the fpoiU 
ing of their goods. Ever fince, their behaviour has 
been unblamable : and } et none o( v\iem ^ 
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••I know that iny RkdeeMer Hveth." Some of 
thefe coming, over fo l^c Prayer Meetings at Wcdncf- 
bury, and hcaripg (<.vhat they thought they had nev« 
•r heard btfi^rc) thatthry were to believe now; that 
they might con^e to Christ now, wi:hout any oth- 
er qnaliiRcntion, ihan a fenfe of their own 6(ifulners 
and hclpUff rfs, were utterly aflonifh'd ; and thev 
began to be am .z d at their flownefs oF heart. Prel- 



in a little time many douU were fet at Liberty, The 
oldeft ftood out longeft. After ail they bad done 
and fuff red, they tound it hard to come, as having 
done noibini^. And when they were jM'ged to it in 
a Cfafsor Prayer- meeting, they were ready tognafh 
W'th their teeth. But whether they wowld hear or 
forbeyr, G o D continued to add more and more Souls 
to HIS genuine Gospel. Nothing ftood before it 
M.#y o\ the >^trvdi:ts and Children of thefe old pro- 
feflors cp 'd out, • What rauft I do to be faved ?*' 
Being pointed to the Lamb of GoD» they believed 
and lej iced in GoD their SAVIOUR, to the utter 
afloniftimcnr of ih ir unbelieving matters and parents* 
In one night ir vf?% common to fee five or fix (and 
fometimej raui ) prdifi.ig GoD for his Pardoning 
Mercy And rot a trw in Birmingham. Dudley, ana 
Wolveihdmpion, as well as in Wc^dnefbury and D-ir* 
lafton, clt'^irlv teflifi.d, that the Blood of JiiSua 
Christ had cleanfed them from all fin. 

M antime the Societies incrtafed greatly. In D :r« 
la Don we purch^ifcd ground and built a Preaching. 
houfe, and in B rmingh- m we hired a large building, 
• Satan was alarmed a* this, and fiirred up outward 
per(eru»ion, both at B rmin^ham and Wo!verhan'p% 
ton But it did us no hurt. Our Brethren went on, 
not counting their lives dear unto thcnif^ lves. He 
then made the minds of feme of the old Meihodifls 
evil aflf ded lowa^^ds their brethren. Tl ♦ \ b ganto 
fpcuK much evil (pdt ticuUi\) luvVidt cU{Iv.t( ot them 




fet up at DarUfton. And 
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and of this new ioElrine, And any icfeQs in theft 
ri' to Converts (as thr.y called th*:m J were magnified t§ 
iheutmoU: an i then brought as an undniallt prof^ 
that the wh ne matter was wong. Th-fe Wc-rc car. 
ncflly fupported by Mr. J 1, formerly an It- 
inerant, nuw a Local Preacher. To him they fcnt 
every tale that malice could invent, either againf) the 
work, or the Inftruments employed therein, my Wife 
in particular; whom indeed God bad been pleafcd 
to m«ike em:nently ufeful. Tnis ennbarra(r:^d me a 
little: however, we went on, and the work did not 
fuffer much, till about ihe t^me of the Conlerence, 
\» hen fume of the Preachers, going through the Cir- 
cuit, and bedring only one £dt! (though they might 
have beard both, as I was prefem) both privately en. 
couraged theoppofi'ion ; and in their public difcour* 
fes, dividing the people into the n^w and old Bclicv* 
ers, ufed many unkind exprefli.'ns, to encourage the 
old difcourage the new Believers, as they called them* 
ThiR went hard with one that was not an old Preach* 
er, this being but the fourth year of my preaching, 
and the firft olmy a6ling as an aSidant. However, 
by the Grace of God, far lefs hurt was done than 
Hiight reafonabiy hive been expefted, 

A« I M^rote to you the mod minute circumllances 
of the Work, and you were there in the very height 
of it, you judged it bed to place me in the Circuit 
another year. But I made a falfe dep in the begin, 
fling of it. Longing for peace, and preferring the 
judgment of other men to ray own, I agreed thai my 
Wife (hjuld not ho'd any m')re prayer-meotings. — 
Immediately the Work b gan to de:ay, boih as to its 
f Aittaefs ifid extenfi vends. And though I contjjiU- 
cd to infid as drongly as ever upon the fame poiiits, 

J ret there was not the fame efl.-6i Jor wan: of ficonding 
y prayer me tingt the blow which was giv n in 
pr aching, Mr. Wedelt laboured with me thi- year, 
Wc Cs^addiitly attcndtd S.roud Y imWxOt. \ 
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both places there wrs a large increafe ; as alfo in 
feveral other parts of tht: Circuit, which then includ- 
cd Coventry and Shewftury. 

After having been married near ten years, I had 
this year a fon. M y he prove a blefling to many, 
and a comfort to his Parents ! In May and June, you 
dcfired me to vifit Wales and pgulate the Societies 
there. They were all then fupplied by Mr. Taylor, 
who was exceeding ufeful among them. But the 
people in general were difficult to get, and more fo 
to keep, in Society. In many places however, they 
joined together : and not a lew of them remaio to 
this day. 

In .763, God revldcd his Work in the StafFord- 
ihire Circuit : efpecially at Birmingham ; notwiih- 
(landing the diflurbance which ive conAantly had 
during the preaching, and the danger of being mur- 
dered by the mob, when we came out ot the houfe. 
No Magiftrate could quell the rioters : or rather I 
fli. uid fay, none would. For it is certain, any Ma« 
giflrate has power to preferve M<f peace, if he will. 
But at length Mr. Worily Birch took ihcm in hand : 
he laid fome of the rioters in the dungeon, and left 
them there a night or fwo to cool. He fined the reft 
according to Law : obliged them to pay the money 
down, and gave it to the Poor. By this means their 
llout fpiriis were humbled, and we h^ve had p^acc 
ever fince. 7 his year a Preaching- Houfe was built 
at Stroud ; and another at Wolverhanipton. But 
this was not long-lived : for foon after the mob af- 
fembled, and pulled it down to the ground. 

1 hey had reigned here for a long time, infomuch 
that it was difficult for a Mtthodift to pafs the ftreets. 
And now, one could hardly appear in ihcm. but at 
tl;e hazard of his Life. The rioters hid broke mod 
of their windows, and fwoie they would puJi down 
their houfes, and every Preaching- Houfc i-ear,— 
Hearing ot this at Sircud. \ rodi^ on^x \t\i\ii^ei:\^\t.Vj 
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and found the whole Country in terror, as they ex- 
peSed every night the mob from Wolverhampton, 
to pull down the Preaching. Houfes at Dudley, Dar- 
laftoo, and Wednefbury, with the houfes of the 
Methodifls. They firft came to D^rlafton, a place 
long famous for rioting, hoping to meet with good 
encouragement. But a Hog-feutchcr, who lived 
near the Houfe» hearing the alarm, leaped out oi bed, 
feizcd his clever, and running out, fwore death to 
the firft that meddled with it. So unexpeSed a re- 
cef^ioa quite difcouraged them, and made them run 
away fatter than they came. Here we faw the good 
efle£l which the late Revival had upon the Town in 
general. There were few left, who would either 
perfecute themfelves, or fufFer others to do it. 

But Wolverhampton itfelf was flfll in a flame. A 
friend vho was to accompany me to the Town, had 

Srocured a pair of pocket piftols and offered me one, 
tut I told him, No : I am in God's Work, and 
triift to HIS protection. And you muft return your 
piftols, or 1 cannot accept of your company." He 
did fo. When I came to the end of the Town, the 
alarm was quickly fpread. Sq that before we came 
into the main ftreet, we had Company enough. But 
they were reftrained, fo that we received little abufe, 
further than bad language. I immediately went to 
the Juflice, who granted a Warrant : but the Con- 
ftable gave notice of it to the rioters, fo that none 
was taken ; fo.me fled : fome hid ihenifelves : the 
reft fet the Juflice at defiance. Thin occjfioned 
fcveral neighbouring Juflices to fix a day for meet- 
ing in the Town. When chey met, fcveral of the 
rioters were brought before them. Three w^re 
bound over to appear at S.\^.ffj.rd, where all the Ma- 
giftrates gave attendance. The |)roof agaiml the ri- 
oters was full : yet the honourable Jury acquitted 
tbern all ! 

This gave them frc/h fpirits ; fo V^'a.^L^ikV.^vT^^ 
B 
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Miih ribbons flying, and were f^luted with Bellt and 
bonfires, in one of which they burnt me and my 
friend in tffiay. Our Friends now found it more 
dangerous than ever to come into the Town, or get 
to their Houfes. Before I left Stafford. I waited on 
Lerd D-«- with Mr. Hayes, Attorney, the perfoa 
viho prepared the mob, and himfelf made the fir ft 
I'leach in the Houfe. 1 told him plainly, either let 
Mr. Hayes rebuild the Houfe^ or we will try him for 
his Hie. He promifed it ihould be rebuilt in foch 
a time : and it was built accordingly. So did Coo 
deliver us out of this con>pIicated trouble. AodTali 
the time llis Work profpered. 

But what could not be done by perfecution, has 
bfcn done by thofe who brought in a new do£lrine 
among t;s. This foon checked, and has now well 
nigh deftroyed, both the Root and Branch of Vital 
Religion. They who receive this new light, not 
only defpife and fpeak evil of thofe that begat them 
to God. but even deny the reality of that Unspeak« 
ABLE Blessing, which ihsy then received. They 
fay, '* We were then blind, and knew nothing." — 
Happy ignorance ! which enabled them to endure 
Reproach, pain, want : yea, to carry their lives in 
their hands, counting nothing dear, but to have a 
Confcience void of offence, towards God and to- 
wards man. 

In Auguft 1770, 1 was flalioned in Briftol Gir. 
' cuit. Here I met with various exercifes. But I 
was more ihan Conqueror, and Good was done in 
Briftol, and la feveral other pUccs. Particularly at 
Bath, where ikey were obliged firft to enlarge, and 
then to gallery the Preaching Houfe. In the fpring 
1 was called to Monmouth, to open a Preaching 
Houfe, which was duly licenfed. We preached with 
tolerable quieinefs till Sabbath evening. The Church 
wardens then came before me, went in, and (hut the 
doors. Meantime the Ilreet was all in an uproar : 
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I went on with Mrs. Hern and Mifs Fortune (my 
only companions) till we met the mob, who opened 
to the right and left, and let us pafs to the door. It 
was Ihuty but in a while I prevailed to have it open- 
ed. And one ot them &{k?d, what authority I had 
to preach? I afked, who he was ? He faid, The 
Church- warden, " Then you have no auihoriiy to 
queflion me. 1 lhall not fliew mine, but to a proper 
perfon. And 1 dc fire you will eiiher bch<ive well, 
or withdraw." Another faid, " Sir, will you (Lew 
It me ? I am the Chief conftable.*' 1 aiifwered. 

Sir, I will." >VhiIc be was reading, the Church* 
warden looked over him, and faid, '* O Sir, (his will 
ftot do.** I faid, Sir, it wiil do for me : and I le- 
quire all of yotl who (lay, to behave in a becoming 
manner. The chiet cenftable then withdrew : but 
the croud was fo great, that they could not half get 
in. And thofe without were fo noify, that nothing 
could be heard. So after a time 1 judged it beft to 
^llhdraw. 

In the avenfng the Mayor (ea*, dcfiring me to at. 
tend him in the morning at the Town hall. I went. 
Soon after came the Mayor, the Cleik of the Pcace^ 
and all the Chief men oi the Town. The Reflor 
and Curate ufed fome har(h words. Tbe other Gen- 
tlemen behaved civilly. But they afked fo many 
quefiions, and fpoke fo many at a time, it was im- 
po(fible to anfwer. 1 faid, " Gentlemen,, be pleafed 
to fpeak on»* at a tirae."^ But this could not be done. 
Only they all agreed in defining me to promife, that 
1 would come no more. I told them, ** I would 
make no fuch. pron;ife ; no, not if my life depended 
upon it " Sa we parted as we met^ and tbe next 
day 1 got fafe to Briflol. 

In 1773,1 was (lationed at Canterbury. During 
my (lay in this Circutt, we had a fair prof^cflof do-* 
ing Good at Gravefend. The Cot\^i«^^v\*:>^^ ^'^^^^ 
Jargff, and Doi 9 fevr appeared to \>t xixxiOci^ 
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7'he Sorie-y increased, and all things were in a Qour- 
ifiiip/r conditiot\ till a ppor creature, one George 
Goulri, appeared, who at firft came as one 61 our 
friends. Bin no fooner had be gained the affeBions 
of the people, than he pulled off (he maik» and 
preached Calvlnifin. And hereby fuch a wousd 
was given to the Society, as is not healed to this day. 

In the year 1777, I was appointed for the Coin 
Circuit. It was not lo^ig before, that the gallery in 
the Preaching houfe, being full of People, had fallen 
flat to the ground. And though no one was killed, 
yet fotne limbs werfe broken, and many poor People 
bruifed. This obliged roe to travel through many 
Societies, in order to defray thofe large exp«nces, of 
taking care of thcfe that were hurt, and rebuilding 
the gallery, as well as building and furnifhing a 
Houfe for the Preacher. Bat whatever fatigue I 
had, was abundantly made up by the kiudiiefs and 
liberality of our Brethren, 

Having prepared the materials for the Preaching, 
houfe at Piddiham the next year, on the firft of Oc 
tober we laid the Foundation. But a perfon pre- 
tending a ciaim to the ground, when the wall was a* 
bout a yard high, threw a part of it down. We bore 
this outrage, and proceeded in the work. This em- 
boldened hioi to engage three Mifons, who came io 
the night, when the Roof was on, wrefted out the 
fides of both doors with the lintels, with a yard of 
the wall above. They broke the fides of the two 
large windows, near three feet on each fide ; they 
then made a large bole in the pillar between the two 
windows, intending to throw down the Houfe. But 
fuddenly fuch a panic feized them, that firft one and 
then the other ftopt fliort and ran away. Thefe re- 
turned no more. But their employer, with the third 
man refolved to finifli their woi k. Prefently he was 
himkU ftruck with a fear of being killed| and ran 
-away, draggingVit IcUow 
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Bfing averfe to Law. wc bore this alfo : but we 
fet a watch on the Houfe every nii^ht, till it wa» cov- 
ered in and Ucenfed, in hopes we Qiould then be qui. 
ct. But on Dceeraber the 2 1 il, he brought two men 
at eleven vn the forenoon, wish a pickax and a crow, 
and dire£led them tobegin at one ot .he doors, which 
was not quite repaired. The Workmen flood amaz- 
ed, but (everal of the Townfmen quickly came to the 
place, two of whom were rciaaikably weak men, 
and one of ihem lame beGdes. One laid hold of the 
pickax, and one of the crow. They that held them 
were (lout men, the terror of the country. Many 
took part on each fule. I was in ray room, and at 
firfl though not to ftir oot. But (earing mifchief 
might be done, I fent for a Conftable, and myfelf 
walked to the Chapel. The young man was ftrug- 
g]ing with him that held the pickax, to whom I fpoke, 
and he promifcd to be quiet. Meantime feme took 
the crow from the other man, which thtir employer 
obferving^ fliuck a lad that helped them. He re- 
turned the blow. A battle enfued, wherein the gen- 
tleman was worfled^ and rolled in the dirt. 

Finding there was no other way, 1 procured a war- 
rant from Serjeant Arpinwall, for the chief rioters. 
This was ferved immediately. The next mornint^ 
we waited upon him, at his houfe, and he bound 
them all over to the aflizes. But I recoIIe61ing that 
Mr. W — n bad faid before the Serjeant, he was wiU 
ling to refer the whute alLir to him, I feni hiiD 
word, " I was willing too and defired him to 
name the time and place. But he would do n^liher. 
After preaching at Millend in the evening, 1 went 
to bed ; but my deep departed frOm me. However, 
I rofe as ufual ; btu before I went out of my room, 
I heard a knocking at the door. It was on^ iroru 
PddJiham, who mournfully cried ou\» ** O 
are dU ruined I Mr, W — n h.as ^OV ^ v« vxi».\>JL W W 
vca dad twenty of and you "^xz v\i^ fe:^ Vw\ v..- 
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" ':^c J '.r;: " 'Tcrrr'^cr!, and»!l tbirgi wereinB flour* 
'r'\r-f i^Hi* ' cv- '.11* a poor creature, due Gfoige 
**pr'«JH^*l, \vl2 := ai firft c^me as one qut 
Jill 111,-, ii.K no :b:ir:fr hrJ bcgainsd ibe afff&ioDI 
of ihff pctvple, tlun he puficd off ibc mufkj and 
preaci ed Calvinifm, And hereby fuch a woaid 
was givrA li»lM^dety,asiiDot bealt^d eo thisdav. 

In the ycir^i^Jl^t I appointed fot tbe Cola 
Circuit. Ie #&i not long betare, that tlie giltefy m 
the PleacliiDg hoafc, being full of People, Had fallen 
flit t6 ihe ground. And though no one Wdi killed, 
yet fome l:rnbi werfc broken, and many poor People 
bruift^d. This obliged me to i ravel ihrcugh many 
Socieue^, in order to defray ihofe large expences, of 
taking care of thcfc ihai \*cre hurt, and rtbuikling 
the gallery, as well as building and furnifhing a 
Houfe f»r lb« Preacher. But whatew Ijuigue I 
had, tfttt abtifidant!)r made up by the tixi&eli »id 
liberality of our Bfethren. 

Having prepared the maUriaU for the Prcachiitg^ 
houfe ai F^iddiham the ntxi year, on ihe i^rll of 
tober we Idid ihe Poundation, But a porfon p* 
tending a c^aimto the groundt when tbe w^ijf H^jij 
bout a yard high, thmw part of it i' 
this oDEfdge, and proceeded iti the 
boldencd ikim to engi|xi4htee Mi 
the night, when the lliib! was f 
fides of both doors wiih tlic \U 
the wall above. They biokc ^ 
large windows, near three frf^ 
then made a Urge hole in 
windows, inu^nding tp-^hro 
fuddealy ft 
then the ot 
turned no rr 
man refol 
himkn 




5fing averfc fo Law h^re :'r..s a '2 : 2^: we 
a wa:ch on ihe llcjit cvrr\ niih:. .: wif c:.'/- 
d in and licenfed, in hopes wc be v-i- 

But oa D^eeraber tr.eaiii.he brought : n.en 
Hevcn ia ihe foreno::.n, wi:h a picxa^i ar.d i cr^w, 
1 dircfted ibem to begin at oneoi hedicrs. whicli 
I not quite repaired. The Wcrknif n tl:>oi aT. iz- 
but feveral ot the Townfncen quickiy c«m= to ih-j 
ce, two of whom were rcmirkably we#k men, 
\ one of them iame bcGdes. One l^id hold of the 
kax, and one of the crow. They that held ihcm 
re ftoiit men, the terror of ihe ccuntry. Mmy 
k part on each (iJe. I was in ray room, and at 
I though not to ftir out. But (earing mifchif t' 
^ht be done, I fent for a Conflable, and my felt 
Iked to ihe Chapel. The youn^ man was ftru^- 
ig with him ihi; held the pick?.x. to .vhoml fpok^*, 
I he promifcd to be q'lict. Mraniime f.^ne took 
crow from the oiher m^n, which ihtir ci.iplcyr 
'erving^ Aiuck a lad that helped thtni. He ic- 
ned the blow. A battle enfued, wherein the g' li- 
mao was worlled, and rolled in the dirt. 
^ I iing (Here wu no oiher way, 1 pruciirrJ a w;ir. 

. Afpinwall, for the chitf rjo'tr 
imediacely. The next m'>riii:i r 
l^im, at his bou(w% and he bou.-i 1 
dOizci. But i recullecli.i}{ tl.4c 
before the Serjeant, he w^s •// I- 
v>te aflfiir to him, I f^-rii hiia 
ing loo and dcfircd iiiru 
lace. Bat he would ru l h-r. 
Millend in the evcniriir, 1 wc:.t 
p departed from me. Howsvf r, 

Ijri WtHK out of IT»y roJ:i:. 

It W^J 0!.e t 
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We mufi be all at the Serjeant's by noon." I told 
him, " I would be there." As foon as 1 came, I faw 
Mr. W — n juft going into the yard. I followed him 
clofe, to the great joy ot my friends. We were neaf 
forty in number. The Serjeant coming to the door, 
I aflccd, Why I was furomoncd ?" He anfwered, 
* For a riot." I anfwered, " Sir, you cannot but 
know Mr. W. has done this out of mere litigtouf* 
cefs. But why (hould we trouble the whole Coun- 
try with our affairs ? Cannot we fettle it between 
ourfelves ?" To this Mr. W. agreed. So, as we 
had no bonds of arbitration ready, we both figned a 
memorandum to the fame effe£l. The poor people 
then went home in peace. After fome difficulties 
the bonds were figned, and after hearing all parties, 
the Serjeant's fentence was, i. That the ground 
(part of which we had purchafed) Oiould be equally 
divided between us and Mr. W. and s. That he 
fhould pay us five pounds for the damage he had 
done. Thus we were at length delivered out of our 
trouble, and peace re-eftablimed at Paddiham. 

What I may meet with hereafter, I know not : I 
tan only fay, I find it in my heart to fpend and he 
fpent for God, in promoting his Giory tknd the 
Salvation of Men. To that end lam deter mined JHH 
to preach the whole Methodifl DoSrine, and to fee 
that the Di/cipline to which God has led us, be ex^ 
icuted in All its branches. I fee more and more^ 
that where it is not executed^ little lafting good is 
done. I know this is not the way oj ea/e, nor the 
ivay to popularity. But at I fetout, without a view 
to either /fo I hope to continue by thcGraceoJ GoD« 
I remain your affeElionate, 

And dutiful Son in the Gofpel, 

ALEXANDER MATHER. 



After reading and confidering the foregoing ac* 
"count, I obkivtd to Mc M3^\.W,'^Vi%v>cAVv^Hi\kO^- 
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ly omitted one confiderable Branch of hU Experi* 
ence, touching what is properly termed. The Gr t at* 
Salvation. He wrote me a fulJ and particular 
anfwer, the fubftance of which I have fubjoiried. 

JOHN WESLEY. 

I anfwer, !• With regard to the time and place^ 
it was at Rotherham, \ti the year 1757, that I enjoy, 
ed it in a far larger degree, thart I ever did before, 
^r do now. Although my iituation the next year 
laid many hinderances in the way, yet I both prftach« 
ed it plainly, and firongly encouraged thofe that had 
before experienced it, and fuch as profelTed to receive 
it at that time, either at Sunderland or elfewhere.~ 
This I continued to do in ^9 and 60 : in which time 
many were made partakers of IT, in York, at aiid 
liear Pocklington, in Hull^ and various other placet, 
it was the enjoyment of this which fupported mt 
in the Trials I met with at Wednefbury, in the twd 
following years. During which, many were added 
to the Witneffes of it in Biroiingham, Dudly, D;)r« 
lafton, Wolverhampton and Wednefbury. It wai 
my own Experience which emboldened me to aflert 
IT, even where it was oppofed by^our Chief mem* 
bers, partly becaufe of the faults of fome that pro- 
fefTed IT ; but chiefly becaufe of the natural enmity ' 
of their hearts to God. 

^* What ^ had experienced in my own Soul, was 

an INSTANTANEOUS DELIVERANCE from ALL 

thofe wrong tempers and affeflions, which I had Ung 
and ftnftbly groaned under. An entire difengagc- 
ment from every creature, with an tniirt devotednefs 
to God ; and Jrom THAT MOMENT, / found an 
UNSPEAKABLE VLis^ASVKZ in doing the Will of 
God in all things. I had alfo a Power to do tt^ 
and the conjianl approbation both of my own Con* 
fcience and of God. lhad Jtmplicii'^ of Htati, aui 
aj!ngle£ycio GOD, at ALL times aH4\n k\.v^W- 
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ces ; with fuch a fervent Zfalfor the Glory oj. God; 
and the Good of Souls, as /wallowed up every other 
care and confideration. Above all^ I bad uninter- 
rupted Communion with God, whether Jleeping or 
tifaking. Oh that it were with M E, as when the Lan* 
die oJ the Lord (bone upon my bead ! While I call 
it to my mind, my Soul begins to wing its way to- 
ward that im^'ediate enjoyment of God. May it 
never be retarded, but prefs into the Glorious 
^/^jjggll^^^^jjvhich is equally free for all the Sons of 

God. , . , - , 

"As to the manner wherein this work was wrought,, 
i^ttfter I was clearly ju ft ified, 1 was foon made ien* 
fibfeof my want of it. For although I was enabled 
to be very circumfpe£l, and had a continual power 
over outward aad inward (iii, yet I felt in me what I 
inew was contrary \othe Mind whi:h was in Chrijl^ 
and' what hindered me from enjoying and glorifying. 
HIM, as I faw it was the Privilege of a Child of G0D> 
to do. And fuch 1 knew myfelf to be, both from 
tBe Fruit and the Witnefs of his Spirit ; which 1. 
vfelt in a ftrong dr'gree, fupporting me in conflifls oC 
a* very clofe and particular nature, a. My Convic- 
tion of the need of a farther change^ was ahu-^dantly 
increafed, by \\\t fear ching preaching ok Mr. Walfii,. 
of bic (Ted memory. This kepi my Confcience very 
tender^ even to a degree of fcrupulofity ;. and helped 
roe to be much in priv ite Prayer, and kept me watch- 
ing thereunto. 3. When 1 faw my call to preachy, 
the difficulties attending that office, fhfu ed me more 
and more the need o{/ucha change^ that I m<ght bear 
all things ; and by fearching the fcriptures, I faw 
the poflibility of it more clearly, and was llirred upi 
to feek it more earneftly. 4 When I began travel- 
ling, I had no end^ aim^ or dffign, but to fpend and. 
be J pint for God : not counting my. lije, or any thing, 
^/far, Jj I might finijli my Cour/t zwitfi Jo'^ : v<V\\cbL 
iW^d / expcdled would be vct^ 
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my life at every blov/.*' 1 faxu cUarly as I do now^ 
that not/iirjfr furthers that c^d /> muck as a heart 
and f'Jt wholly devoted to God. 

This made roe neglefl ihe advantage I had in my 
youth of a tolerable acquaintance with Latin, which 
I could eafiiy have rec .vered : |{:3*but this and every 
ether gain 1 counted but lofs, that I might win that 
intimacy with GoD, which I fliil think to be the life 
of preacning. Therefore I hujbanded all the time that 
I could favt fioin company^ eating or fleeping, to lay 
out in wrejlling with GoD, formyfelf and the flock : 
fol devoted to God fonne part of every leifurehour; 
over and above the hour from eleven to twelve in 
the forenoon, and from four to five in the afternoon. 
Herein I was fweetly drawn after GoD» and had na* 
ny^ and large views of that Salvation which 1 wanU 
ed, and which he bad provided in His Son. The 
Exceeding Great and Precious Pkomises 
were clearly opened to me. And having a Full Ajl 
furance of K\i.t^owet and faithfulnefs of the Promif. 
cr, my Soul often tailed of their fweetnefs. And 
though tinbelief prevented my immediate poiTeflion, 
yei I had a blefled ioretajlt of them. This made me 
deffre the full enjoyment more and more. I abhor« 
red whatever feemed to keep me from it. I fought 
out every obftruBion. 1 was willing to offer up ev« 
ery Ifaac, and inflamed with great ardour in wreflling 
with God. Determined not to let him go, till hs 
emptied me of all (in, and filled me with himself. 

This 1 believe he did, when I ventured uport 
Jesus as fufficient to fave to the uttermoft. He 
wrought in me what I cannot exprefs, what I judge 
it is ionpoflible to utter. Yet I was not long with- 
out reasoning : not concernjng the Work ; ot this I 
was abfolutely fure : but whether fuch and fuch 
things as I foon difcovcred in.myfelf wereconfiftent 
with it. And this had its uSc, U c^^^v^^^ taR. 
Bdvife others, who, though taved liom Nitx^xw^ 
in the fame way. 
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" Upon (kls head I confulted Mr. Walfli, and 
advice helped me in fome degree. But God help- 
ed me iTJDch more in private Prayer : herein I was 
clearly faiisficd, 1. That deliverance from fin doei 
not imply deliverance from haman infirmiticf. 2. 
That neither is it inconfiHent with feeling oyr nat- 
ural appetites^ of with the regular gralincation of 
them : and 3. 1 hat falvation from fin is not inconfif- 
tent with temptations of various kindsp And all this 
you have clearly and iully decUred in the *' plain ac- 
count of Chriftian perfcflion." 

•*! have only to obferve, that while my Soul waJ 
following hard after God, I had frequent temp lations 
to re/umc my Latin, and learn the ether languages : 
efpeciilly when 1 obfervfd fome of my brethren who 
bad made fome progrefs therein, though they had not 
the fame advantages with me. But the Comfort I 
found in fpcnding all my time as above, and the 
thought, that however ibis might recommend ih^.ff^ 
to /bme hearersi yet they were mt hereby more in- 
flrumental than before, either in awakening, convert* 
ing, or b'jilding up Soqls, made me quite eafy about 
it. This I have confidered as the only buHnefs, and 
peculiar Glary of a Methojift Preacher, Not that 
I think our Brethren who have made this progrefs^ 
.have not been ufeful in all theferefprfis; but Ithirik 
they are not more ufeful than they were when they were 
franger, to theft things* And I doubt whether they 
are Jo ufeful as they might have been, had they em^ 
ployed the fame time^ thejame diligence^ and the fame 
intinfenejs of thought^ in the fever al branches 0} that 
Work^Jor which they willingly gave up all. For my 
own part, I want to feel the fame principle ever ac» 
tuating me, which I felt the moment I fet out. 

Upon the whole, I find abundant caufe to praife 
Gop, for the fupport y E has given roe under vari.- 
0U8 trials, and the wondcrjul delivtrantt^\Cim \V!iem> 
I praife Hill for fo prclcrv\Pf^ tat, \v^m\\u\^\WL^ 
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in tbecn, that the enemy had no room to fpeak re. 
proachfully. In ail, he has given me free acccfs to 
the Throne ol Grace ; often with a ftrong con- 
fidence of Deliverance. I blefs God, that the tri- 
als I have met with, even from roy Brethrea, have 
never given me an inclination to decline the Work ; 
nor ior any time together, to be lefs aftivc in any 
branch of it. I always ccnCdered, I had nothing 
which I had not received, and that the defign of the 
Giver was, that, all fhould be ufed with Tinglenefs of 
heart, to pleafe God and not man. I praife him, 
that though fome of the afifairs I have been engaged 
in, being quite new to me, fo deeply employed my 
thoughts as fometimes to divert me from that degree 
of Communion with God, in which » my only 
Happinefs, and without which my Sou) can never be 
at red ; yet H£ gives me always to fee, that the ful- 
nefs of the Promfe is every Ghriftian's privilege ; 
and that this and every Branch of Salvation is to be 
received now, by Faith alone. And it can only be 
retained by the fame means, by believing every mo* 
ment. We cannot red on any thing that has been 
done, or that may be done hereafter. This would 
keep us from living a life of Faith, which I conceive 
to be no other^ than the now deriving virtue from 
Jesus, by which we enjoy and live to God. My 
Soul is often on flretch for the full enjoyment of this, 
without inteitiiption, nor can 1 difcharge my con- 
fcience, without urging it upon all Believers, now to 
come unto him, who is aiU to favc unto the utter'- 
mojl r 
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1 FOR a Heart to praise my God, 
KJ a Heart from sin set free I 
A Heart that alway s feels thy BLOOB 
So freely spilt for me. 

i. A Heart resign'd, submissive, meek, 
My Great Redeemer's throne-: 
Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone. 

S O for a lowly contrite Heart, 
Believing, true, and clean ! 
Which neither L,ife nor Death can part 
From HIM WHO dwells within. 

i A Heart in evVy thought renew'd. 
And full of Love Divine ; 
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, 
A Copy, Lord, of thine. 

5 Thy tender Heart is still the same. 

And melts at Human woe t 
Jesus, for thee distrcss'd I am, 
I want thy love to know. 

6 My Heart, thou know'st, can never rest. 

Till thou create my Peace^ 
Till of my Eden repossessed j 
From ev'ry sin I cease. ^ 

7 Fruit of THY gracious lips, on me 

Bestow thatfeace unknown. 
The hidden Manna, and the Tree 
Of Life, and the White Stone. 

t Thy nature, cracious Lord, impart, 
Come quickly from above ; 
Write thy new name upon my Heart, 
Thy new, best name of LOVE. 
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To THE Rbv. Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 

April 20, ITTf, 

Reverend Sir, 

WAS born at Kexborough, a little Town id the 
^ Weft*Ridingof York(hire,in the Year 1743. 
ather, who taught a School ia the Towb, had the 
xter'nal pans of Religion before he heard theMeth- 
difts : he ufed family and private Prayer, r^ad the 
criptures and other Books of Devotion in his Fain, 
y daily, and frequently inflrufled, exhorted, and 
atechifed his Children^ By this difciplinis we were 
sQrained from many evils, taught the Fear of the 
.ORD, and, itt fome ooeafure, to /eei that which is 

rOOD. ^ 

BeK}re I was eleven years of age. I went witli 
•ather to Birftal, to hear Mr. W'-.(efield. I found 
ly Soul deeply affefted under the Word At firflt 
had a kind of terror ; but before the Sermon was 
nded, my Heart was melted into tendernefs, and 
Mfcetly drawn after God : yet a fe^r momh« alpcr 
[119, a propenfiiy to fooi.ih pleafures fprarvg op in 
ly bread, anddr^jw me into childifh vaiiinies. 

About twelve years of age, I look ^ vi^WwOtv^t.'n^- 
in^ inioa^Urgc, thick Wood, uov 'lAt 
C 
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Town. I left the paih, and wandered in the t) 
part of it. till I was entirely loft. Night be 
clofe in upon me, and I did not know which 
turn my face towards Home. It foon becam 
dark : I then gave over rambling, and intei 
have remained there till the Riorning, when 1 
to find my way out. In this fiiuation 1 fou 
former imprcflions begin to return with much 
nef». My Soul was drawn out in Prayer ; 
deeply fenfible of the prefence of GoD; m; 
oveiflDwed with penitential tendernefs ; and, 
a deep ferife of my own unworthinefs, and \ 
Goodnefs, Mercy, and Love, I fung and pray< 
muck Jervour ; yea, I was fo lhanklul thai the 
had found me, while loft in a Wood, that I 
not for all the World have miffed fuch an op 
nity. 

My Parents being alarmed at ray not retur: 
the ufual time, made great fearch for me. i 
my Faihcr came to the wood. fide, and called 
I foon beard him, and following the found, ^ 
about midnight, without receiving any hurt. 

The im'preffiens I received this night lafl 
fome time : but youthful pleafure again pre 
and drew me into fuch follies, as grieved the 
IT of God, and greatly damped the fervour 
own fpirits. 

I was chiefly at home with my Father til 
fixteen years of age, and moftly attended the J 
I had great opportiinitiei of. improvement, I 
Learning and Religion ; bat my volatile fp 
not love Rudy and confinement : the love of p 
prevailed over my judgment ; and, though nr 
enjoyments were rendered very painful, fn 
Father's difpleafure, & the terrors of my Conf 
yet my attachments to them made me carelcfj 
things prcfifabU, and prevented fueh an im 
ment as might have been made. 
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About this lime my Father put me out to leara 
fome branches in the wool ?inti worfied bufiiiefs. His 
chief motive in placing me where be did, was, that 
I might be under the Means of Grace : and though I 
attended the Preaching conftantly, hcaruly believed 
the Doftrine, and often felt tVe Power o\ the Word ; 
yet 1 was fo much taken up wlih pleafure, and thofe 
Companions, who led me from Serioufoefs and Re- 
ligion, that at laA, as with a fljcd, I was carried a. 
way ; not indeed intogrofs fins, (for I do not reme.n- 
ber that I ever fwore an oath, or took GoD*s Name 
into my mouth, upon a light occafion} but iiiio fool* 
i(h Company, gaiety, and youthful vanities. But in 
my foo!:Ih career, I was like the troubled Sea : the 
more 1 fought to pleafe myfelf in vanity, the further 
1 was from it : and fometiraes my confcience terri- 
fied me almotl to di)Vra£lion ; fo that I have been a« 
fraid to fl^ep, teil i (hould awake in endlels mifery.. 
All this time my underftanding was clearly inform- 
eJ refpefling the nature and the necefTity of Reli^^ion, 
and I felt great reverence for it. ,None can tell the 
flrugglcs I had in my breaft, between my Confcience 
and my inclinations : fometimes one, and fomcrtimcs 
the other, was obeyed. I knew 1 could not be tru* 
ly Religious without parting with all that is contra- 
ry to ferioufnefs, and without having the bent of my 
mind turned from vanity to God. Nfiiher did I 
make any pretenfions to it, as 1 had not a fixed de« 
terminarion to forfake all, and follow Christ. 

When I was about nineteen, 1 thought myfelf moll 
miferable. 1 was quite (Ick of vanity, and fo bur- 
dened with a fenfe of it on my Confcience, that 1 
could not find reft day or night. I then began to 
think on the Mercy and Goodnefs of GoD, which 
had been fo abundantly made mauifeft to me in times 
pad : but my follies fo reproached me, that 1 was a- 
ibimed to lo 'k up, 1 then to\3Li\d vc\\V\'c\^v.^^^ 
he fdved ia Cod's IFay : aud gro4n\ti^\ti txi^ "SS^xx- 
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dage, prtyed, Twn THOU me, LoKD, and I Jhall 
bd turned. The Lord heard, and turned the whole 
dtfirc of ray Heart from every thing earthly unto 
HIMSELF : it was then I found fuch relentings of 
Soul, as 1 had not done brfore. Nothing aflfefled 
me more than a frnfe oi God's Long-fuff'cntig^ Mcr* 
cy, and Goodnfs : that after 1 had lo often rtfufed 
MIS Calls, quenched His SpihiT, and abufed hi3 
Bltflfings; yet 1 no fooner cried to HIM than HE 
heard, and delivered roe frofn the fervitude of fin ; 
and encouraged me 10 hope in His Mercy, My 
tiikoU Heart was then given up to him. Prayer was 
now my chief bufinefs ; and I often fung, very fccU 

« Wealth and Honour I disdain, 
** Earthly comforts all are vain } 
** These can never satisfy j 
•*Give me Christ, or else T die." 

In this flate I continued feveral months, defiring 
and feeking God alone, without much interruption 
or temptation. About this time I was invited to a 
private meeting among the Calvinifls. The Minif- 
icr fpoke rr»uch of the power of imagination, and 
what a deluded People the Methodifls were, and 
warned his flock not to come near them. I wai 
greatly bewildered and terrified at this. I began to 
10 fufpefl that my call to Religion, and the change 
in my mind, were only delufions. 1 was alfo tempt- 
ed to think, that all, who profcffed Religien, were 
like myfelf. I was carried fb far as to doubt of 
Chriflianiiy, and of the being of a God ! 1 thought 
the greateft part of the World confifted of Heath, 
ens, Mihometans, and Jews; the Popifh religion is 
almoft as idolatrous as the Pagan ; there are but few 
Proteflant Chrifiians ; and but very few of ihefe who 
a6l confifteni witB the do£lrines of Chriflianity.— 
Thcfe /hougbts increafcd my infidelity, till I was aU 
won dillraUcd, Ddrknef & i^ud Uouq\ W^4\xi^ 
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upon my mind, together with a gloomy fe^r cf fdH- 
ing into nothing, or woffe ihnn noriiing at Dtaih. — 
1 hated life, and though tempted, yet afraid to ven. 
ture on death. 1 had no power to pi ay ; 1 only wifli. 
ed for a dark retreat, where 1 m^ghi converfe with 
darknefs and mifery alone. 

In this *• horrible Pit" 1 groaned for deliverance, 
yet Wc8 not ftnfible o\ a deliverer near. At Id ft 1 
found power to look up ; my Heart began to mt-lt, 
and the fpirit of Prayer returned ; 1 cried, aiid th»^ 
Lord heard. Theddrknefs be^an to difperfe : Hope 
again vifiled my foul ; yea. it increafeJ, attended 
with a degree of conscience in God, till the Son (/ 
Righteousness aro/i with healing in h i s IVings. 
I beheld M<f Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
fins of the World-, aiid had fuck a fenfe of the fuffi- 
ciency of his Atonement, as 1 had not had bi.io:c, 
with a Conviftion that I was inttreiled thtrein. AH 
tny fears and doubts dif^ppeared ; I found /A^ PiUct 
of God : his Love was manifeftcd to me, which 
caufed me to love lliM again. Joy and gratitude 
now fo poff.ff^id my Hejrt, that my Cup was ready 
to run over; and my Soul being iieed from all i;s 
Bondage, faid, God is become my Salvation, Now 
my if'fiJ^l fears were gore, and the Truihs ol Sluif- 
tianity appeared to me in the clearefl light. Net 
only my under (landing but all my powt rs /t//, 
the truth thereof. I ha i a deep fenf<; of a pt-€/tnt 
God, whom I apprc^ached. in the name of JtbUS, 
with Reverential awe. Confidence, Oraiituae, and 
Love: and could call him, God, and my 

ALL. 

In this ha'ipy fef n, my Joy frcq jiently prevent- 
ed my fliep, w*^:lj my Sv/ul wastdkeii up with HIM, 
WH O IS altogetkf.r lovely ; and in extacits of Joy, ia 
I'^e ftillnefs ot the night, i ofieti fung my GK£AT 
D E L 1 V E R E R % pr 1 i fe. A l\ \ ^^T^'tAx^^i 
fj empty, thdt 1 Thought no^hxrv^ ^ x^Xi^V^-'H >i4W^ 
Q 2 
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a thought, only as it tended to promote my eternal 
intsrefl : I only defired Grace and Glory. I then 
began to conclude, that my Adv^rfaries were quite 
overthrown ; and that I had only to march forward, 
and take pofTeflTion of the ** Land of Promife :" I 
therefore preffed forward rejoicing for fome months. 
At length, through unwatchfulnefs, and giving way 
to levity, my comforts gradually diminiihed, till, im- 
perceptibly, I was again drawn into a wildernefs. flate; 
•pd though I was diligent in the outward Means, yet 
1 had loil the pleafing fenfations which I had form- 
criy found therein. 

About (his. time I was flrongly befet wiih fome 
Calvinifls, who ufed all the arguments in their pow. 
rr to draw me into the belief of their Dofirines. I 
was almoft perfuaded to believe " Final Per/ever" 
t^nce^^ only 1 did not fee how 1 could feparate it from 
Reprobation. I wifliod to do it, but could not. I 
thought, if thefemtift necefTarily be faved, on whom 
God begins a Good Work^ thcii the reft muft as ne- 
ceffari^y be damned, on whom he. does not begin it. 
When I confidered Final Per/ever ance^ as it related 
to myfelf only, it appeared fo picafant, that 1 hardly 
could refjft it : but when 1 confidered it as a Brancn 
ol the Do£lrincs oi Unconditional EUSion and Rtp^ 
robatien, it ^ave me pain, and inclined me to re* 
nounce it. Reprobation appeared to me quite con. 
trary to the whole purport ol Scripture — the nature 
of a Holy, Jufl, and Merciful God— the ftaie of 
Man as an accountable Creature — and to Future 
Judgment^ where Kenards and Puniftiments will be 
difpeiifcd to every Man according to his Works.— 
However, my lot being caft amon^ ihofc who held 
the De. rees ; 1 frequently heard the chief Arguments 
that are ufed in fupport thereof Sometimes ih'-ir 
Arguments appeared fo plaufibU*, that 1 bej^an to flag* 
/T^/" in my rrind, and to be much diflrtflVd : I then 
ifi^dcit a fubjfR 'of Prayer ; ^lud ti^^^^ ^^vt\ V 
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bad been wrefllinf^ with God, that he would lead me 
into all Truth, I dreamt of reading a pa{r<ige of Scrip- 
ture, which gave me entire fatisfafiion* I could not 
remember the pafT^ire in the morning ; bat on open, 
ing my Bible, the firft words I caft my eyes upon * 
were, ^'The Lo r d is not Jlack concerning h i s Pronto 
ifes. as fomt Men count flacknffs ; but is Longfuf* 
jering to us war not willing that ANY Jhouid per* 
i/h, but that all Jhouid come to Repentance, s Pet. 
iii. 9. Such Light and Convifiion auended the 
Words, as removed every doubt of God's loving 
all Mankind ; and from that day to this, my mind 
has been efiabliThed in the comfortable Do£iriaes of 
General Redemption. 

But though 1 was fixed as to Dofirines, yet I did 
not find, as formerly, fuch a fweet inter c our fe v/'n\i_ 
Heaven; and Joolifh defires beg'in 10 arife again, 
which formerly feemed to be dead. I had alfo very 
powerful Temptations; and earthly Attachtnents 
prevailed too far upon my AfFrtiions. Yc ihe 
Hand of the Load was over me foj Good, aud ure* 
ferved me from the dangers to which i was eX|^of. 
ed. 

When I was about the ag'? of twpnty one, I heard 
Mr, J^co preach on Heb. xii. 1. He iufiflt d on 
the neceffny of laying yfiJr ^i/^ry weighty and the fin 
zvhich Jo ealily befets us, in order to our mntnng the 
Chriflian Race : 1 faw the neceflity ot it, and was a- 

frain ftirred up j and the LohD once more f t me at 
iberty from every entanglement. In a fliort time 
my former comforts returned with more folidity ; 
and my underftanding was abundantly mc^tured :n 
the* knowledge of the Chriftian Warfare. 

About this time I was dt^fired to lead fev<?ra! ClafT- 
cs. I fcnnd ihefe Meetings werer boih rol«?mn and 
profitable to myfeif and oihers. The fiift Qtiart;^r, 
feveral found a i.-nfe of ForgivtncJ^ ; avA ci\V\\ 
were greatly Uirred up. 1 was alio d^:tu<LiL \o 
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a word of Exhortation : this a!fo I complied iviih. 
I now foon found work enough, as many came to 
bear whai I had got to fay. Indeed 1 have often 
flood up to fp?rk to a large Congregation, when I 
would rather have undergone almofl anv punifhmenr. 
However, the Lord gave me Jirengtn. according ta 
my day : for when 1 have begun to fpeak, ray fear 
and trembling were quite taken away, and 1 fre. 
quenily found much ireedom in fpeaking : and I 
have reafon to believe thai the Lokb rendered my 
weak Labours ufeful ; for fome were turned from 
their wickednefs to God ; fome couverted ; and ma* 
l!irred up to prcfs forward. 

On a Sabbath 1 ufually preached at feveral neigh* 
bouring towns, and fomeiimes vifited them on the 
week days. 

As the Conference drew near, Mr. Jaco afked mt 
if I was willing to travel, fuppofe there fhould be ^ 
want of Preachers ? 1 found much relu£iancy to this» 
arifing from a fenfe of my infufliciency ; and i had 
fuch a Love to the People where I was, that the 
thought of leaving them gave me great pain ; yet » 
defired not to be governrd by my own inclination 
but by tfee Providence of God. 

At ihe Conference held ai Leeds. 1766, I was de- 
fired to take a Circuit, to which 1 confented. 1 fct 
oui in the twenty third year of my »ge, and went in- 
to the Nor/* ich Circuit, where I f*aid two yeais 

The LohD was pleafed to own my poor labours here 
in ihe Coriviflion and Converfion of feveral bouls. 

At the Conference in London, 767, I was tai;en 
into Full ConneElion. My fecond Circuit was in 
OjiloTdfhire, wheie 1 flayed two Years. In that time 
tilt Work )f the Lord -was enlarged abundantly. 

M» next reraovt* was to Canterbury, whtre 1 fUy- 
ed one Y rtr. While I was here, my Father died : 
fince then 1 h.-ive bem much m (h^; iSorib, to be near 
//^/ M.jf/jer and fjilcrsi . 
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My next remove was into Lincolnfliire, where I 
flayed »wo Years among a Poor people, who received 
THE ^VOiiD gl-idly. We got into fome new pljccs, 
and io other refptCls, God gave me feme Fruit of my 
Labours, Froir. hence I went to Hall and Scarbo- 
rough, wbtre 1 ftayed three Years. Here we raifed 
feveral n?w Societies, and in ieveral parts of the 
^Circuit Tht Work proffered. 

I next went to Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, where I 
ftayed only one Year. Here I had many profitable 
opportunities, and had aifo the pleafure of feeing fomc 
Praits of my Labours. From hence 1 went to Aln* 
wick and Donhar, where 1 laboured one Year. I 
had much riding here ; but being amongft a People 
ivhom I loved, and with whom 1 laboured comfort* 
ab-y, I thought little of fatigues. 

I am now in SufTr^x and Kent. Since I came in« 
to thefe parts, I have loA a Sifter and Mother, who, 
I believe, are both gone after my Father into Abra* 
ham's Bofom : but 1 am left behind, almoil the only 
Perfon out of a large Family* But how long or bow 
ihort my day may be, 1 leave 10 Unerring Wifdjm : 
one only concern ought to poiTifs me, to emplov it 
at I ou^ht : then at the clofe oi it, I alfo (h^U deep 
in peace ; and^ after a ftort abfence, be with my dear 
departed Friends i 

** Thrice l»appy meeting I 
Nor timC| nor death, shall ever part us more.^' 

I am thanVful to God that H£ ever called me to 
THIS BLES8ED WORK ; as by this means I have 
gained more flrength to my own Soul ; have been 
of fome ufe to my fellow-creatures ; hive had an op- 
portunity of knowing a little oi the World, and of 
the ilate of Rtrligion amongft the Methodifts and 
others: all which I judged to be more than a reward 
for what I have done and luff^^red^, 

Atprcfeatf there is nothing (o ptec\o\3L\\o mt.^v 
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Religion and the Caufe of CoD : and my principal 
defign is to fill up my little fphere, ihat when I am 
called to give an Account^ 1 may do ii with Joy, and 
not with Sorrow. 
I am, 

Kcverend S?r, 

Your affctlionate Son in the Gofpel. 

BENJAMIN RHODES. 



COMMUNION HYMN. 

An Address to Spe:tator5, — Gen. xxi*'. 31. 

DAUGHTERS of Sion, who sing 
The lofiy praises of your King : 
"Who in HIS sclemn Temple dwell, 
And of HIS boiindless Glory tell : 

Call to the Converts at your Gate, 
"Why should they longer I'ngering wait ? 
Why should they longer fear or doubt ? 
Why should ihey longer stay vvithout ? 
Gently reprove thein for dtflaj ; 
In softest fanguage chide their stay ; 
Strive with your Spngs their Hearts to win ; 
Te blesse4 of the Lord, come in ! 

Ccme in^ ye blessed of the Lord, 
"Ve that believe his holy word ; 
C(mey and receive his Heav'nly Bread— 
^ be food with which his Saints are fed. 

"Vour Saviour's Boundless Goodness prove. 
And feast on his Redeeming Love ? 
Come, all ye happy Souls, that thirst— 
The last is w clcome as the first. 

Gome to his Table, and receive 
W hatc'er a Piird'ning God can give ! 
gis love thro* ev'ry age endures; 
Wis promise and himself are ycurs. 
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To THE Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEY. 

July 1, irr9. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 




I WAS horn in London, in the Year 1741. My 
Father came fronn Noriolk, and my Mother from 
Cambridgefliire. They were very honeft and. 
merning perfoas, and conftanily,j ---- - 
of the Church ; but 1 fear, kn^' 
Religion. Shortly after they, 
faw Mr.Whitefield preachrtlf^AiPli great Mu!tif 
Moorfields. As they had never ^en, or heard 
him before, they ftired with great aftonifhment.— • 
What he faid !nade fome impreffion on them, and 
they frequently heard him, till he left England : but 
when he went to Georgia, they were at a lofs what 
to do, till one told them they might hear the fame 
kind of preaching at the Foundry : my Father went 
and heard you. Sir \ but the firft time be did not un. 
derftand it : but after a while, he under Rood you 
very well ; and both he and my Mother were truly 
•wakened. Prefently after they were admitted into 
the Society, which they counted a very great Privt*^ 
Udj^e, and continued therein, feirving God and HI| 
Pc^ople as long as they lived. 
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Ai to myfelf, I had ConviQions of fin from my 
Childhood. But as I grew up, 1 endeavoured to get 
rid of them, which was partly effefled : but 1 could 
sot fhake ofF the feat of Death. I fometiroes tried 
to comfort myfelf with the thought, that Death was 
only my common Lot among the reft o\ Mankind ; 
but if I apprehended it near, I was terrified beyond 
expreffion. One Sabbath afternoon, when I had 
fauntered up and down St. Jame's Park, I went into 
Weftminfter- Abbey, not for Devotion, but to pa fs 
away time. I had not been there long before I was 
flruck with an horrible dread I My fins were fet in 
array againft me ! I haftened out of the Church, but 
did not expe3 to get home alive. 1 Teemed leady 
to expire, and was, to my own apprehenfion, 

« Coid|flnhe second Death to feel^ 
" ArrflWn^ the pains of hell l*» 

I cried to the Lord io an agony of fear, WHO 
l^ mt frpm^His holy place, and came to my 
^read and horror were in a meaU 
refolved never more to fpend 
in merely feeking my owa 

^hen I was about fourteen years of age my Fa. 
tber put me out to a perfon who feared OoD : while 
1 was with him, 1 had frcqueot Vifitationi from 
Goo. and ithihc drawings oi nis blesskd Spir, 
IT, though I too ofien rtufted them. Ho wever, I 
became more ferious, which was increafcd by two 
feverc fits of illnefs. Before this,' 1 had been ex- 
ceedingly fond of going to plays ; yet never went 
without a drrad upon my Spirits. Wt^en I was 
there, I always feemcd as one treading on forbidden 
ground ; and particulariy, one right, when two Per- 
fons wei« trampled to death, in crouding op the fame 
pjifldge which 1 had bin juft before got up. 
J alfo toek great dchglu in re^dicg glays ; for 




/ 
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which purpofe, I coIIeSed a number of the bed I 
could meet with, and often pleafed royfelf and my 
Conpanions with the repetition of fome of the mott 
ftriking paflages in them. But I found nothing of 
this kind could give me any real happinefs^ and was 
conllrained to lay, This aljo is vanity ! It will not 
fatisfy an Immortal Spirit, it will not eafe a wounds 
ed mind ! At lad, from a fall Convi6lion of this, I 
committed all my plays to the flames,& determined to 
fpend my leifure hours in reading more profitable 
Books. I therefore read your Appeal to men of 
Reafon and Religion, with csuch fatisfaction. Yet 
on reading the former part of your Sermon, entitled. 
•* TA^ almofl Chrijlian'^ I was quite diflrefled, and 
ready to give up ail Hope. I thought this almojl 
ChriSidin leave me fo far behind, that to be qaitt a 
Chridian feeras impoflible to me. But when I had 
turned over the next leaf, and faw what was neceff?- 
ry to make a true Chriftian, viz. " The Love of 
God," my Heart was fofLened, and my hopes reviv- 
ed, i faid, *• Thisns Religion, this is Chriftianity 
indeed ! And this, LoH D, is the very thing / want ! 
O give me THIS LOVE, and 1 fliall be f iti^fted, and 
all within me {h.<ll bids TiiY name !" 

Frequently, when I have heard you preach, I 
thought you appedrcd as wiih a fwoid drawn in your 
hand, wi.h which you clcTt me afunder. At fu'ch 
times THE WORD was indt'cd quick and poxvciful^ 
piercing and w ounding rny inmofl Soul ; it -.vds in* 
deed a Dijcermr of the thoughts aod intents oi niy 
Heart : but it ftiil left nic vviihoui ccnilort to bev.ail 
mv wretched condition. Thus I went on, till my 
Barihcn grew too heavy to be borne. I mourned all 
the day long. My ditlrtTs was very trx»at, ind I 
wan'.ed to fpeak to fome experiefuccd ptik;n ; but be- 
ing naturally very clofe ar;d lefervcd, I coui-J not 
brtalc through. 1 was gl^d iiictcd when one a{k(i<i 
me to gvj 10 u Meeting of Cbnft.\j^iv ^5 uvi^^^ \ 
R 
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when I came to the door, and heard them (inglni;, I 
had fuch an idea both of their Goodnefs. and of my 
own unworihinefs, that I durft not prefume to go 
in ; therefore I walked back again with a heavy 
heart. 

Sotne lime after this, I joined the Society : but for 
a long %vhile durft not venture to go to the Lord's 
Table. One Sabbath I was determined to go; but 
when 1 apprcached my Heart failed roe, and I went 
back wiihout receiving ; but, through the diftrefs of 
my mind, my legs were fcarce able to fupport me; 
and, being filled with fear, guilt, and (ha«re, I trem* 
bled exceedingly : however, at laft, as a poor^ wcary^ 
heavy la d'.n Sinner^ who had nothing to plead, but 

Gop be merciful to me for CiiKlST' s faie'* Iven* 
tured to eat of'iHhT Bread, and drink <?/That 
CvP. Juft before I came up to the Table^ thefc 
words weic deeply iroprcUed upon my mind, 

Cover'd ^vith Thy Blood wc arc, 
** Find a part that does not arm, 
" And strike the sinner thexe." 

Thij infpired me with fuch courage, that I kneel- 
ed down with a ftrong Hope I (hould not be a vic- 
tim to Gop*s Juflice, but a Monument of His Mer- 
cy ; and when Dr, J. gave me the Bread and f'f'^zne, 
1 was enabled to believe that Christ died for me^ 
and was filled with Peace in (he Holy Ghost. I 
rofe from th? Table with a Glad Heart, greatly re- 
joicing in God my Saviour. 

Alter this f walked in the loving fear of the LoRO, 
fnd in the Comforts of the Holy Gho^t. I 
foMT\6 j^reat fiveetnejsin THE word ; yea, and in all 
the other Means ol Grace, Indeed fome of the 
moft delightful moments oi my whole life were fpcnt 
in wailing upon GoD in His Ordinances. I enjoy- 
ed gr«»at Trai^quiluy of fpirit, being delivered from 
wy GuiJry, lonneniing fe.:rs of Death and HelK— 
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When I laid my Body down to refl, I could repofe 
my Soul as on the fiosoM of Jesus, and fay, 

What if Death my ?kep invade ! 
" Shall I be of Death afraid ? 

Whilst encircled by thine ahm, 
" Death may stfikc, but cannot harm. 
•* What if beams of cp^ning day 
** Sliinc around my breathless clay, 
** Brighter Visions from on high, 
" Shall rci^ale my mental Eye.'* 

Meantime I found an earned defire to live to the 
Glory oi GoD^ogether with much Uv^s <o Pr cciou* 
Souls. And hence I found a defire of preaching ; 
on mentioning which, I waa defired to go with a 
Friend, who occafionally exhorted a few People at a 
houfe in St. George's Fields. At his reatieftl ven* 
lured CO fpeak a few words to them, and found free* 
dom of Spirit, 

About this time I had4i great defire to travel with 
you, Sir. When you was informed of it, you was 
fo kind as to coofent to it. So I had the plevfure of 
accompanying you froni March 1770, to the Au« 
guft following, when I was admitted on trial as a 
Travelling. preacher, and appointed for the Newcaf* 
tie Circuit.' 

I believe very few, if any, of our Preachers fet 
out with fo little courage : the depreflion of fpirit I 
laboured under was nearly infupportable ; and if it 
had not been for the affeBion and tendernefs of my 
^ood friend Mr. Jaco, who was at that time the af. 
(ifiant, T mud have funk under the Burden. The 
loving, fenfible People I laboured among, were alfj 
very kind to me, and bore with me, though I was 
with thtm in wcakmfs.Jtar, and much trembling. 

The next Conference i was fent into Lincolnfhire, 
where I met with many Trial, having both the in* 
ward and outward Crofs to bear. Afterwards I was 
near a Year among the poor loving Peoijle C<iU 
cbeller, and 1 hope my Labour wa^s uox. \a Nivck% 
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From thence I went to Bradforth in Yorklhire, 
and the Year following to Newcaftle again. 1 had 
now a little more courage then when 1 was there be* 
fore ; and, I iruft, was more ufeful to the People : 
and from that time I have travelled with more fatif* 
laftion than ever I did before. 

A! prefent I find a thankful Heart for the Mercies 
of a Gracious God, and dtfire to devote myfelf 
unrefcrvedly to His fervice. Indeed it is ccmforta- 
ble to nae to refle61, that GoD 5s Love ; that HE 
was in Chkist reconciling the IV^rld unto HIM- 
SELF ; that Christ Jesus gave himself aran* 
fom for ALL ; that H E tafltd Death for Every Man ; 
that HE is the Propitiation for the fins 0/ tke Whole 
world : , 1 have often wondered, how any Man 
of fenfe, Who has tided thv»t the Lord is gracious^ 
can ufe arguments in oppofition to this. But as to 
the difpute concerning thefe points, I very feldum 
mention it in public ; ncvCT, nnlefs my fubjed nat* 
urally leads to it : and even then, 1 do it in as few, 
and as calm words as poflibic : for I am quite con- 
vinced, that a tboufand rxclamations and affertions, 
be they ever (o vthomcntly delivered, will not a* 
mount to one argument oti cither fide the quellion. 
But what 1 wiQi above all things, is, that I may in- 
creafe in the Knowledge and Love of God, and be 
more Holy, happy, and ufeful every day of my life; 
Nevcrthclcfs, i am truly thankful for, and profited 
by, the fuperior talents and labours of any of my 
Brethren, who are more paiticularly called to explaia 
and defend thefe Glorious Truths, which 1 have al« 
u'Hys believed. 

Upon the whole, as far as T know myfelf, / lo<ve the Lord 
J E su s Ch k I ST i» fincerky ; ^^nd if HE is f leafed M C9ntit:me 
to ufc^ in am degree^ me, his wealc, unworthy Creature, / 
llhiUj^ unfeignedly tbankfuli and hope to give HIM all tbg 
j'Uiilfif!! tirae and '^Eternity, 

i am reverend and dear Sir, 

us ever, yovir dutiful Son and Servant, 
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Rev. and dear Sir, 

CCORDING to yooT dcfire. I take the oppor- 



tunity to write a little of the dealings of God 
witb oie ; but as I have not kept any account in 
writing, many things have {l.pi my mind. 

I was born in Northumberland, at a liitle Village 
near PJacey, in the year ^aS. I was put to fchool 
early, and taught to read the Scriptures irom a ChilJ ; 
but delighted moO In the hiflorical parts of then}. 1 
felt a d«*greeof the Fear of God when very young, 
and fwect drawings of Love. Bat fomeiimes ih^ 
thoughts of Death were very dreadful to me, fo that I 
felt very unhappy, i once dreamed that Satan came 
to me, and woi|||^bave mc : when 1 awaked, 1 was 
full of fear, ai]^l||lyed much that 1 might be deliv- 
cred from him^^d ;he impreffions abode upon my 
mind for many days : but as 1 had no body to leach 
me the right way of coming to Christ, thefe good 
impreffions gradually wore off. 

When I was about fourteen, my Father being a 
Farmer, I was put to learn all the btaiuc\\^^^l I 
R 2 
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ing. 'My Father wa« very fevere with me, and I 
dreaded him very much : and yet I was often i^uihy 
of much difobcdience againfi him : tor which I have 
been n^iuch aOiamed before the Lokd. 

The firft time you came to Pucey, I, with fevcral 
of nyy Father's iamilv, came to hear you : fome of 
n\\ Broihcrs wc»rc much laken with you, and, I truft, 
will caufe to blefs God for it for ever. 

When I was about fixieen. I heard Mr Hopper; 
as Toon zs he began to fpeak, his words a(Fe£led roe 
deeply, not with terror, but with Love: I had a taftt 
of Heaven : it fceroed as though 1 was created anew : 
there w^s a wondeiful change in my tempers and con- 
du61 ; I laid afide every thing that 1 thought was 
conirary to the Will of GoD, and praftifed all Re- 
ligious duties. 1 attended Preaching on all occa- 
fic ns, and felt much fweetnefs therein, and love to 
thoie that 1 belJ.cve were devoted to God, 

1 went cn in this way for fome time, till my Com- 
panions began to t»ke notice of me, and call me a 
Meihodift. Some of them fct upon me one Sabbath, 
and cur(ed and fwore bitterly at me, telling me I was 
going to leave the Church, and the Religion 1 was 
brought up in. This had a flrange effeft upon m', 
1 guve way to them : they prevailed upon me to g% 
to the ale houfe : there I was overtaken by my old 
fins again, ll.c Sp I R I T of the Lo R D departed from 
mc : my Heart became as hard as a flone. Daik- 
r.cfs covered my mind again, and I was as fenfelefs 
to tht 1 kings of GoD, as though 1 had never known 
any thing at all about them. 

1 went on in this wretched Sate'-ffpBy months, liv* 
in^ totally wiihout God in the World. Through 
the advice of a young Man, I went to hear preaching 
ag lin. A Great hgkt was communicated to my un- 
ilrsnding by THE WORD, and IT pierced my 
Gor fcience like a fwcrd. 1 tch my inward part* la 
be very wick.dr.efs: all the fins oi iny life flared 
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me 10 the face, and lay at a heav^ burden upon my 
Confeince. I iy)ared for dtfquietnefs of heart, and 
wept and made fupptication. I waa convinced I 
could nr>r. help myfeif, thai 1 could not do any thing 
to reconcile rayfelf to God : and I had ra^ny fears 
left the day of Grau was paft. Oh, the diftrefs of 
Soul I went through for many monihs ! It was as 
though I had been foif^ken of God, and hell was 
already begun in me. But the Lord was plea fed 
to give me power over fin. I forfoak every finful 
way, and all my finful companions / fought iht 
Lord with all my H^art in all the Means of Grace^ 
1 attended Pleaching on all occafions, and read the 
Scriptures with great diligence : The way of Salva^ 
iion^ revealed therein through Christ wa? made 
clear to me ; and \ pleaded nothing but the merits 
of Christ for forgivenefs. I ofcen rofe in the 
night to read aud pray, and the language of my 
Heart was, 

'* If I ne'er find the Sacred Road, 
ril perish crying out for God.** 

I felt great love to (he Methodifts. efpecially ta 
the Preachers, as the Servants ot ihe M;.st high 
God, fent to teach us the Way of Salvation, The 
People took notice of me, talked with me, and wifli- 
cd me to caft in my lot amcngft them, i did fo, 
though I did not think mvfelf worthy ; and 1 blefs 
God. I have never felt a fiefire to leave them fiocc. 
1 continued mourning afttr the Lord, and, at 
lenght, he heard my crv. One day, as 1 rememoer, 
1 was reading in a Bjok, where the Wrirer was an- 
fweiina that ohjeftlcm, cmcerning the day of grace 
bei/».j pail ; the Lord WdS ple/iied to lend me Z)<f- 
liverancs ; ' fouod fpringing Hojje, aid a fenf ot 
Jlkb Grodfjrfs, How did 1 admire ^^ie Love of God, 
and ih'.i Love of Jescs Christ to m<? I Ah my 
thoughts were fwalbwed up in tUdveu\^ Cvi'cvv^':^^*^ 
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plaiion : and I coiili truly ^ay, The Lord is my 
L'Jeand my Salvwiion, whom Jhalt I fear f Thins 
ji'!;;er is turned away, and thou cemforUfi me. 

I now tried what the Spirit had wrought in me by 
the Mjiks laid down in the Holy Scripture : and 
hence I found leafon to believe, (hat I belonged to 
Christ, and was a Child of God. I made a free, 
will offffing of all 1 had, to be His for ever j and I 
thank him from the ground of my Heart, that I 
have been kept in the fame mind to this day : though 
I have great caufe to beajhamed, thil I have made na 
better imf>rovement, ana ofti.n mourn and weep on 
that account. 

When 1 had ihas found the Goodnefs of God la 
my own Soul, I could not forbear fpcakin^ of it to* 
others; and the LoRD g^ve me wonderful Light 
artd Courage in his Blfjed IVork. He helped me 
to reprove (in, wbeiever i met with it, with humil- 
ity, mecknefs, and much Prayer : yet without fcar« 
ing the face of any Man, though many faid I was 
oui of my mmd, yea, and wifb^d me out of the 
W >rld. The Lord enibled me lo fet my Face as 
aFiint, and to bear a Teftimony for him wherever I 
went ; and I was much blelTrJ m fa doing. 

There was a little Town not far from our's, where 
I fom^Jtimes went, got a few po:)r Piople together, 
and talked to them about their Souls. I often read 
the Scriptures to them, and fometimes made fome re- 
marks thereon. The Lord was pleafed to bicfs 
my weak endeavours amon^^ them ; fo that a few of 
them gathered together, and the Preacher joined ihem 
in a S(;cieiy, and put me in to be the Leader. I 
iBet with many trials in this little way, and was of- 
ten tempted to give it up ; but I durfl nor. 

/ u fed to travel Jar on the LoKD*S'day, to hear 
the Wordof GoD. If it happened the Preacher did 
not come, 1 was prefTed upon to give an exhortation 
to the PcQplQ. This I frequently did, but 1 often 
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went home diftreffcd to ibe laft degree, thrgugh a 
deep feafe of my own unwotrthinefs : yet it was not 
always fo. * At other times I was happy and lively, 
having ftrong evidence that 1 was doing the Will of 
God, M »antmie feveral of the Preachers fpoke to 
me about travellinf; • but the imponance of the 
Work made me afraid : till in the year 1767. at the 
London Conference, Mr. Rowel recommended m«, 
and I was tsken in upon Trial I was then appoint- 
ed tor the Barnard- Ct<lle Circuit, and entered upon 
my work»wiih great fear ; there feemcd many diffi- 
culties in my way : hov/evcr, 1 gave royfelf up to 
the LoKD, and HJi was pieafcd to give me favour in 
the eyzs of the People. 

Two years after, I was ftationed in Yarm Circuit. 
I was afterwards appointed to Barnard. Caille Cir- 
cuit «i;5uin, and God was plcafcd to blefs my La- 
bours, with thit of ihe other Preachers. V/e had 
fuch a Work of G o D in feveral parts of ihis Circuit 
as 1 never faw. Hardly any thing of the kind in 
England hath exceeded it. both with regard to its 
fwifiuefs and depth : thePowei of Goo bore down 
all before it, and it feeiucd as if God was about to 
convert all the Wor^d. 

AfiCr 1 left this Circuit, I was placed at Hull, 
then at York, and afterwards in the Scarborough 
Circuit. We had a gracious increafe of the Worit 
ot God here; and 1 never fouod more enlargement 
of Heart. We broke up mucf^frejh G^ound^ took 
in many new places, and many Souls were convert- 
ed to God, The iaft Year you appointed me for 
the Thirfk Circuit. This has been a Year of trial, 
but the Lord has flood by me, and I atn flrength* 
ened. 

What fuccefs I may have for time to come, I can- 
not telU It is ftill my one defire to give myfelf 
wholly to the Lord, and to his Bleffed W^\Vw, \ 
wilb to hve to better purpotc vUau V VkVJ^ ^^^i^v^^ 
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to be more fruitful iniHis Houfc.and In the Wor!d. 
1 am confcious of many deJcfts in myfell, and Jul 
my need of Christ every moment. My*Soul hangs 
upon HIM, and 1 experience SalvaticD from day to 
day : and 1 truft, he that has kept me till now, will 
keep me to the end. 

Wifhing you all Peace and Profperity, 1 rcmaioi 
Rev. and deai Sir, 

Your affeflionate Son 

in the G(>rpel of Chkist, 

WILLIAM HUNTER. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Richmond, Auguft 29, 1779^. 

CONCERNING the account 1 gave you at Lon- 
don, as I wrote it in hafte, I believe it is very im- 
pel fefl; fevcral things have occurred to my mind 
fince, which I (hould have put in» if I had theft re- 
membered them. 

As touching that Great Salvation, being faved 
from inbred Jn, I fhall fimply relate what 1 know of 
the dealings of God with me in this refpeft. 

For fome time after I knew the Goodnefs of Goi> 
to my Soul, I was very happy : I fung in his ways 
for joy of Heart, and his Confolaiions were not 
fmall in me. I thought indeed, 1 {hould learn war 
no more. It was tbca 

I rode Oh tlic Sky^ 

Freely jujitfied 1, 
Nor envied Klijah his feat : 

My 5oul mounted higher. 

In a Chariot of fire, 
And the Moon it was under my Feet I 

Jesus all the day long, 

Was my Joy and my bong, 
G that all his Salvation may fee 1 

He hath lov'd me, I cry*d. 

He hath (iiHer'd and dyM. 
To redeem fuch ^ taa* 
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But aftcfwafds it plej-fed infinite wifdom to open 
a new fcene to me : I began to be cxerciftd with ma- 
ny uncommon temptations, and felt my own heart 
ready to comply with the fame : this brought me 
into great flraits, and I began to call in queftion the 
Work of Grace in my Soul. O, the pain and an« 
guifli 1 felt for weeks -together 1 Yet all this while I 
was very earneft with the LoRD, my Soul clave to 
HIM 4nd 1 often faid, Thou iiz Jlay awtf, yH I will 
irujlin HIM. Under this excrciTe I learned feveral 
things; As firft, That my Nature was not fo much 
changed as 1 thought ; 1 found many things in me 
which oppoO d the Grace of GoD ; lb that without 
continual Watching and Prayer, I wa« capable of 
committing the very fame fins which I had been 
guilty of before. 2. I began to be more acquainted 
wiih fatan's devices, and found Power from Go© lo- 
re fi ft them. 3 1 had very affc£iing views of Christ 
as my Great High Prikst, who was touched 
with a feeling of all my infiimitics. 4. The Scrip- 
tyres were precious to me, and I found great com- 
fort in reading ihem. And laftly, 1 was confcious 
of the need of a far greater change in my nature than 
I had yet expe^ienc^^d : but 1 then read mollly the 
Calvinifls writings, who all write, that fin muU be 
in Believers till Death : yet I found my Miod at 
times deeply engaged in Prayer to be faved from all 
fin. 

Thus I Wi^ni on for a long time, fometimes up and 
fometimes down, till it pleafcd GOD to bring me to 
hear you at Newcallle, You preached, I well remem- 
ber, from the fijft Ep flle ot Ji^hn, chap. i. ver. 9. 
If we conjefs our fins^ God is Fa thful and Jufi to 
J or give us our fins and to iUanfe us from all un- 
rxghteoufncfs. This was a Pi< ci >«js I'me to aie.— 
While you were preachin^r. a Diviw Light fiione in 
upon my Heart wiih the Wo>d, iind 1 was cleHrly 
convincc/J of tLc Doflrine ot bantVAcA\v<^^^^.\:w^^«t. 
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1 am k'^pt ky His Pt,Zi'r: \ Sa'rsficn : mj 

Hcift is fixed, ny anchor is lur^ ^nj Ari ; I be- 
he:^ no hing (hill (^p^ra^^ rr<> from the Love of 
God, which is ir. Christ J ESfs. 

1 conclade with faying, though the whole of our 
Salvation is from the Lord, yet HE dtrals with us 
21 rational creatures. He gives us Li(;ht and Con. 
vi&ion of our Loft State ; then the Heart is hum. 
bled, and the Soul bows befcre Hixi. He then 
fp^aks Pi ace. This is done in a mpment^ and Faith 
in the Soul is the inftrumcntal Root of rll Chri&ian 
Hcl'mfs. 1 h'js thewo:kcf ScnRificaticn is be* 
aun in the Hear?, and the Perfon is in a capacity of 
iivin^ to God, and growirg in Grace. If he finds | 
us fdithful in a lia!c, he (hews us there is a flate of 
greater Liberty provided for us. The Soul being 
open to the Divine teaching, HE (hews us oui want 
of Thif, IVe feek it with cur uhele Hearty and 
is pltafpd to put us in pcjfejfion cf it. Ikis too is 
generally given in a moment^ and ptrJeQly Jrees tht 
mind from all evil tempers^ and enable* us to loiit 
tht LoKD with all oar Hearts^ and our Neighbours 
as our [elves. 

Bein|T thui perJeQed in Love^ we are much more 
qualified to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ than ev- 
er. O Precious Salvation 1 let me ever bca 
Wimefs of it ! 
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To TH« RiT. Ml. JOHN WESLEY. 

September, ITTS. 

Xeverend and dear Sir/ 

I WAS born at Chapel in.the.Fruh« DcrbyOiire. 
in June, 1737. My Parents were honed labour* 
ipg People, and brought up eight Children, all yet 
living : cnoA 6t them convinced of (in, and fomc 
converted to God. As my Father was a Church« 
mhn, and n)y M()ther a Prefbyterian, I went fpfne- 
times to Church, and furoetimes to the Meeting : 
^ai fre(|uently I went with tay Mother to hear the 
Methodifts, among whom I had feveral Relations — 
I ftood in awe of thefe; and when I was in their 
company, behaved more fertoufly than at other timef . 

Froiti eight to ten years of age, I had many feri. 
oas thoughts ; efpecially when it thundered and 
lightened, or when I heard a pajfing bell : and I was 
s^ways prsferved from fwearing, drunkennefs, and 
other fcandaious fins. But 1 delighted much in 
dancing, finging, and cards, and in making every one 
uaerry wherever I was. 

When I waB^bout fixteen, 1 via^ dce^VN 
ed ol fin, by reading the eighvh cVia^w ^wtsiv^v 
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particularly thefe wordi, The Harvejl is pmft, the 
Summer ii ended, mnd we are not faved. 1 conclude 
ed that my Day of Grace was paft, and' that th^re 
remained forme nothing but Judgment and Fiery 
Indignation. The thought of this almoft broke my 
Heart, and caufed me to weep bitterly before the 
Lord. But after a time I grew as carelefs as be- 
fore, and continued To for above five years, only with 
iniervais of rerioufAefs, and many good defires, but 
|]one brot;ght to ^ood efTefls. My great hindrance 
was, the being joined with a Society of Singers.—- 
I Found I' could not flay with them, and'be religious : 
fo I thought I would give I^eligion up for the pref- 
ent ; but at times I was of all men mod miferable. 

Another afSiOion Toon came upon me. I waf 
from a child very fond'of my Mother, and ofted 
thought I could not bear to live after her. In March, 
J 759, (he died. This awakened me once more. I 
refolved to break off at once, and to feek God with 
all my heart. My companions thinking I had only 
left thena through griet, and would foon return, faid 
nothing to me at firfl : but by and by, when they 
heard I w^s turned Methodifl, they fet gpqn tn^^ini 
earned.. But by tiie G/acc of Goo^ 1 wiihfiood:i)i|, 
and came out from amongjhem* 

At that time we had no preaching near us. I of* 
ten went twelve mile9 on a. Sabbath to hear a Ser« 
mon. But in September following, Mr. Crab came 
to preach at Chinley,. and joined a few together io a. 
Society : I willingly caft in my lot among thi^m, and 
blefTed be Goo, have never repenied of it. About 
Cbriftmas I got Mr. John Oliver to preach at my 
Fathc»r's houfc. We had no more preaching therq 
for fomc lime. However, three of us continued to 
meet together, fo fing, and pray, and converfe. One 
evening when we weie met, I was in fuch difirefs^ 
that I concluded I could live no longtf* if God did 
not par4oii my fins. Prefcmly I bieawl a voice fay* 
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tng, •* // is I: bt not afraid,^' 1 looked about, to 
fee who it was that fpoke ; but could fee no one. — 
However, »y mind was refrefbed foi' a feafon, ani 
I remained between Hope and Fear till we met a« 
gain. As I was then crying to the Lord, thof? 
Words came ftrorrgly to me, " Iht Lord is at hand I 
Tfu Lord is at liandV' But neither did the im- 
preifion made by this continue long Soon after I 
gave way to trifling, and fo grieved the Ho L Y Sp i R« 
IT, that I hardly dared to look up, or hope for Mer- 
cy, But while I was overwhelmed, and feebly cry- 
ing out, I am oppreff-d! Lord, undenake for 
lae thefe words were applied, IVhi art tkou call 
d'jwn. my Soul! and why art thou difquictcd with* 
in mci Put thy trufl in God. This comforted mz 
much. But fliil I could qoi reft, without a clear 
ienfe of my being reconciled to God. I w<js one 
day crying loGoD for this, and wreAling with HIM 
in Prayer, when I lelt the Ljve of God Ihed abroad 
in my Heart, and was conftrained to cry out, 

** For finncrs like me, 
** He bled on the lice, 
•* Ah^ \>ho would not love fuch a Sayiuur as Tiuri." 

*Now 1 could fay, I know that my Redeemer 
liveth. My Soul was filled with Peace, and 1 rejoi. 
ced in Hope of the Glory ot God. Soon after we 
began to have coaftant Preaching; dnd a little Claft 
was formed, of which 1 was appointed Leader. 1 
loved meeting in Clafs ; but 1 treiubK-d at being the 
Lt;ader : nevenhelels, 1 (ook up my Crofs. Aiid 
many iiJiies' it proved a BUffing both to the People, 
and to my own Sou!. 

B^-iore this I had many thoughts about Preach- 
ing : but i IdJV Doi ho.v it could be. as 1 was deeply 
feiifi'jle of my own ig roiancc. This I oltcu laid 
before the Lord, liig him to give me fail proui, 
if it was HIS will.* Mraa .vhilc i fomeiimss gnvc a 
3 2 
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word of exhortation ; which it pleafcd GoB to Bake 
ufeful. This encouraged me to fpeak »gaio ^ but il 
was with fear' and tremkling ; and 1 often- thoughti 
''HI get this time over, I will fpeak no more/'-^ 
Thus 1 went on for more than twelve montht, before 
I attempted to lake a text. After I bad exhorted 
and preached about four years, I was, in the year 
1766, received on trial as a travelling Preacher. And 
although my Heart was in the Work, yet I was frc* 
quendy tempted to give it up : but Goo fuffered 
me not. He again and again refrtflied my Soul 
therein, and encouraged me to go On, by letting me 
fee the Fruit of my Labours* 

Several years after, I had thoughts of altering my 
condition. Upon this I confuitcd my beft Friends. 
/ gav£ my/cl/ ta Prayer: and, after mu»h delfbera- 
lion, married Mifs Jane WefiaH, of « which I never 
had caufe to repent it. We lived together in perfeft 
harmcny, till, on the 30th oi June laft, (he was fei- 
zed with the epidemic diOemp<er. At firft we were 
not apprehcnfive it was the fever : though (he herfelf 
judged it was, and be4ieved it was the Meffengfr of' 
Death. As her fever increafcd, and her end drew 
nearer, (he was happier and: happier. She- faid v^ry. 
little to me about dyin^f becaufe Ihe was fenfible, 
it would give me more affliQioi^ than I (hould be well 
able to bear. But to others (he fpoke freely con^ 
cerning it; and with the greateft ccmpofiue^.tbe faid^- 

1 lhall foon be 

* Far from a World of grief and fin. 

With God eternally Aut in.'^ 

The Tuefday before her death (he fecmed to he 
quite tranfported with Joy. When I went up flairs, 
1 found her with Heaven in her look, repeating the 
f(»l lowing lines : 

" Ths World recedes ; it disappears • 
Heaven opens on my eyes ! 
Mv curs V, i:k fomub.^crenhic ring : 
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Lend, your Wings \ 
I mount t I fly ! 
O Grave, where is thy r'lcfrj ? , 
O I>eath> where is thy sting 

. On Friday flie feemed like otit troth Aovi^.^ 
There wil» fo hcf facb a fpirit of Lovie and Gratis 
tUde, as 1 neVei^ jfaW hthtt in toy creature. She 
thanked and bleffed every 6M that did the leaft thing 
for her She often prayed, that God would reward 
Bie for all my kindnefs to her , and broke out, My 
Lord! my God! my Father I myHusrBANDi 
my Friend ! 1 long to fee Thee !•* When Ihe 
could fpeak no longer, L defiredi if-* her' Soul was 
happy, to lift up her hand. This (be immediately 
did ^. and foon after JeU a/ktjk 

By her death I loft one ofahe bell of Wives, and 
my two Tmall Children one oi tlie beft of Mothers. 
In many things (he was a pattern to the flock of 
Christ ; particularly in plainnejs of drtfs^ and of 
Jpeeck^ in neatnefs^ in every relative duty, as zoill as 
in private Praver. This I never remember her to 
have omitted three times a day. Had any told me 
before hand, how I (hould be able to bear her death, 
I could not have believed it. None but God can 
tell what I felt. But I did not feel a. murmuring 
bought; nor ever, for one moment, imagined that 
God had dealt hardly with me. I could flill fay,.^ 

"Thy Medicine puts me to great smart ! 
" Thou wound*stme in the tenderest partT 

But 'tis with a design to cure : 
" I must, I will the touch endure. 
** All that I priz'd'below is cone : 

Yet, Father, still thy Will be done !*' 

1 am now more convinced than ever, that Reli- 
gion does not turn us into ftock and ftones ; that it 
is intended, not too root out, but to regulate our 
paflions ; and that there may be the moft fenfible 
feelings, with iull Refignation to the Will ot Gqu. 
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This, I blefs God is my own Experience, f have 
lonji^ beei^telling the People, that GoD would give 
fufiering ^ace for fufFering times : and I am now a 
Living Proof of it. As I have endeavoured to water 
others. God hath watered me agaih ; and not as 
wateps that fail, but as a Fountain o\ Water fpriog. 
ing up within my Soul. 

Let the LoRp now " do wiih me as fsemeth-HiM 

good:' 

" ril praise him for all that is past, 

*' And tiust HIM for all that's to come." 

Hitherto the Lord has been my helper, and 
HE is the fame for ever. So far as I know my own 
heart, 1 have no defire but to live to His Glory, and 
to promote, fo far as I am able, the interril of my 
Redeemer. My greatefl. grief is, that I do oo€ 
love God more, and that 1 have not more of Hear* 
en in my Heart, 

I blcii God, I have for twenty years been Ready 
in mv Principles, having never, that ftnow of. 
however 1 was teirpied, wavered for one hour. I 
have read many things on the other fide of the quef- 
tion,hut was not in the leofl (hak< n I flill bdieve, 
that Christ j^av himJH/ a rat fom for all • and 
, th.it h the Grat e oj GoD H E taji^d D^alk for every 
^ijin. that HE n)l^^^•^ rtdtem us fr >m all iniquy^ 
atid purij\ unto HiMSf.LF a Puuliar People^ zeal. 
oi. s OF. Gooi* Works. 

If his iinp^ rtc£l account my be of ufe to any, it 
will anfvvtr the end that is wiChed for, by 
Rev and dear Sir, 

Your bon in the Gofpel, 

JOHN.ALLEN. 
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t fwvi, March 11, Vt9%» 

IT !s vefy difficult to wfhe, where felf tsconcern* 
ti. But as 1 am recfuefted, I (hall endeavoor to 

f[ive a brief account of thofe cir cum fiances \n my 
ift, which partieularif difcover the DivioePity to* 
wards me. 

I was born of honeft F^arents, in tiorburjf near 
Wakefield, in the County of York, I think in May, 
1733« ^he youngeft of two fons at. a birth : my Par. 
ems having bad fix Tons, and two daughters. He 
that was born with me, died in his Childhood* My 
Father died when I was near eleven years old, Sitt 
out of the feven^of us that lived, A^z^ found Mercy 
and Forgivenefs through Christ. My truly pious 
Mother had the happinefs to fee it befeore &e died^ 
thoagh (he has been dead above twenty years. Twa 
of my elder Brothers fell into fin, and turned back ; 
but one is reflored, I hope to favour, and to Heaven. 
The ether is not yet recovered ; but oh, may he be 
f oo n t 

We always lived in love and" harmony; f never 
had, to my knowledge, twenty angry words with ei« 
tbef Brother or Sifter in my life. I do not remem- 
ber to have heard aa oaih in alV Oift Un\\Vj> 
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thirty. (our years ago, my Mother and three elder 
Brothers wcic brou^hi to God. I was then con- 
vinced and a little aw. kened, by hearing Mr. Fran- 
f is Scott. The very man j([ think) by whom my 
cvcr dcar Moiher had been awakentd and brought to 
CoD. FrOii) that time my ^ood offires did not 
^li'i! <eavc mc. I hope my Mother's prayers, tears, 
• ar-.a iijvice, will never leave my mind and heart. I 
WdS a ihoughUcfs, Circlef^ Chrifllefs fon, before tliat 
lime, and had no fear of God before my eyes. 

I was placed, at about thirteen years of age, in 
the profeflion which my Father and Brothers had 
followed, viz. a Clothier. I now often went to hear 
the Methodifl Preachers, though we had fome miles 
to go. Many of thofe that are now, I doubt not. 
Tinging in Heaven, ufed to go and come with me in 
|1ie evenings through the woods ; often finging thofe 
fwcet words : 

** Break forth into finging, vc Trees ©f the Wood ; 
lot jEius is bringing loft fmners to Goo.** 

■ I ufed to pray inwardly in my way to the preach- 
ing, yea, and oiPten turned afide to pray. I was a- 
fraid to be fecn or known to pray alone : fo 1 fought 
out. every private place that t could. 

We had ibuch perfecution then, and a great deal 
of talk about iFalfe Wophets in Sheep's clothing.— 
But the moft common name for them was, the Dam* 
nation Preachers, which I thought was far froia 
Sheep's clothing. So that did not hinder mie much. 
Bui 1 was greatly troubled with horrid fu^gefiions^ 
and had many Tears (no doubt trom the wicked one) 
in private Prayer : fo that 1 was for quite laying it 
afide. I was afraid to go to it ; and yet 1 durft not 

five it over. I was in a ftrait on another account ; 
was afhamed of the Gofpel : 1 did not fiand irm 
on God's fide ; and yet I duril not be on the devil's 
£dc, I was very fcaitul xA \^^^^ 
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ing aod doubtina for feveral years, whether the 
knowledge of Pardon was attainable here. 1 thought^ 
God did forgive men their fins ; but that none ceuld 
know it for bimfelf. But afterwards / %cas dearly 
convinced hy hti^uTig my Brother's experience, and 
weighing the Scriptures that he ur^cd for it. And 
I had then a camfortable Hope of one day finding 
it ; but for fome Years 1 was between hope and fear, 
when I was about nineteen Years old, in 17.52, by 
my eldeft Brother's advice, I went to Mr, Byrrie's, 
at the Deighn-Houfe, near Nether-Thong. Here I 
ftaytid for near tour years. Divine Providence ccr- \ 
tainly cad me here, where I h<td all the advantages I 
could wifh for, having two School- Matters near at 
hand. I wrought feven or eight hours a day, with 
my Book before me, and fpent the reft of the day, 
and part of the night in learning. This I did during 
the whole time I was here, Mr. Hinfiifi* taught me 
to write, and call accounts, for above a year ; and 
Mr. Wood, of Nether-Thonjf, the Latin-mafler, 
taug^t me a little Latin and Greek. I got what I 
could by heart in the day, and faid it to him at night. 
But as foon as 1 left this place, I laid thefe fiudles 
afide, and re afTamed them no more to this day. I 
have fince had far better work, and could not fee a- 
ny need of thefe for the underftaoding of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

We had no Methodift Preachers here. I did not 
hear ten Sermons, except at Church, for near four 
Years. Here I was greatly beloved by thofe that 
had anytferioufnefs, and greatly hated by thofe that 
had none. For I coulJ not hold my tongue about 
Religion : my Confcience would feidom let me be 
quiet. 1 told them, we t/}uft know our fins forgiv- 
en, or perifh for ever. And frequently 1 wept with 
fome of them about it Several thereabouts came to 
me for advice concerning their Souls : though 
poor creature, was ignorant cnov^gV^^ -v^i^xix^ 
loA in my Book. 
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My Conrcieoce during thefe Years, ofteo alarmed 
me. But now it would give roe oo reft for want of 
Christ and Pardon, bo I dertermincd notwiih- 
ftanding nany offered roe favours in worldly things, 
to go home to my Mother and' Brotberft« Several 
vept and entreated me to ftay. I lold rhem I can- 
not fave my Soul here. 1 liave not the means fuit* 
able for it. 

Home 1 came, in 1756, with a full Refolution to 
feek Christ till I touad him, or die in the feek- 
ing of HIM. Then I fold, or gave away, nearly all 
my Books, and through Grace began to be as -dili- 
gent in the Ways ot God as I had been in Oudy. 

I now added J^fiing to all the other means of 
Grace. Soon after this, the Tempter toM me, " Thou 
art good enou^rh.*' But a Sermon of honeft Brother 
Afh, on Gal. li. si, and the words of my dear Moth- 
er, who faid, •* Though I bore you, it you do not 
come to Christ, Aript of all, you will never be 
faved," tore away my fclf-iightoufnefs. God now 
taught me to expe£l Christ and pardon every Hour. 
My burden was too great to be expreft ; when God 
had, by various means (particularly by reading the 
Bible, and the extra£l of Ambrofeon the Ncxv Bi ti, 
on my knees) brought me, for three weeks^ to the 
brink of defpatr. Juft before I found pardon^ 1 was 
miferable beyond defcription. 

On July the i6th, at night, 1757, under my 
Brother Jofeph's prayer, I yielded, funk, and, as it 
were, died away. My heart with a kiiyl, fwcet 
ftruggle, melted into the hands of God. I was for 
fome hours, lofl in wonder, by the aftonifhing Peace, 
Love, and Joy which flowed into my Heart like a 
mighty torrent. When I came to recolleS myfelf, 
I afked, whad haft thou done ? It was fweetly, but 
deeply impreffed, / have made the mine** No 
tongue can tell what Peace, Love, Joy, and AfTur- 
aDce 1 then felt. My wilUn^ Viz^w. wxd wci^ue re. 
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plied, haftxHOru thut loved me ? Here I am, willing 
to fpeod and be fpeat for TH£ii. God domt gave 
me to fee all Creation, Redemption, Grace^ and 
Giory in a New Light : and every thing led me to 
love and praife HIM« 

From this night I could not hold my tongue firotii 
fpeaking o\ the things oi God. A few days after 
my happy Convtrjion^ I felt anger at one who perfe- 
Cttted us. Soon after my Peace left me. Then the 
tempter faid, " He that is born of Gop Gnnetb not* 
But thou hall finned : therefore thou art not born of 
God. Thou haft deceived thyfelf.*' I was then in 
a great meafure ignorant of his devices : fo gave up , 
my Jhitld and was in the depth of di&refs, ready tu 
chufe firangliog for near twa hours. It then came 
to my mind„ what if I had deceived myfelf ? Pardon 
is free and given in an inflant. It is ready for 
needy, loft fioners, I will go aa I am, caft myfelf on 
the ground, and on Christ at once. My former 



lore trial taught mt more watchCuinefs. After this 
« I walked in great Love and Peace for near two years, 
buying up every opportunity for Prayer^ hearing, 
•od reading. I read the chief part of the Chriftian 
Library, with Mr. Wefley's works (hat were the 
pub lifted ; and fevcrai other books^ to m}' great help, 
lOftruflion, and comiort. 

Now the fame Spirit that witnefled my Adop* 
tion, ciH^d in me, night and day, Spend a^nd be 
fpent for God," yet never was aoy one more tim- 
OTOus : I thought the Work fo great, and my abilt. 
ties fo fmall, 1 cned, I am not fit : 1 wept and kept 
it ta myfelf for months. Oh i what » ftruggle had 
I between my ui.fitnefs and niy love to God and 
lauls ! After tiii*, the OflVt people, by earnell in« 
treaties, prevailed on me to pray in public* And u 
pleafed God to make it the means of awakei\v^«^ 
fomc JJnnc/i. Tien I was peilu9^A^A. ^i^^w-— 
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God blcHed this alfo, to the Convcrfion of fcvcraf 
in the Neighbouring Towns. Now began my war- 
fare with the various fc3s about os, who came, 
vrhen I had preached at Oirc*t, to difpute with me 
often till midnight. But I was foon heartily weary 
of difpute ; for it caufed a decay in my Peace and 
Love. 

My inbre(! corruptions now b;gan to perplex me 
more than ever, and to be a heavy load indeed for 
fome time. Bot one day meeting with a few young 
Men (as 1 ohen did) God gave me»fuch a deliver- 
ance, and fuch a weight o{ Love as I nad not hereto, 
fore. I feemed too happy to live on earth, and 
thought God was going to take me home. My joy 
allowed me little flcep ior wee&s. I told it to none 
but my Brother ; and to him only^ when 1 could 
keep it no longer from him. 

Not long after this, a letter came from Mr. Thom- 
as Olivers, (who afterwards behaved with the ten- 
dernefs and wifdom of a Father to me} to let me know 
that I was appointed by the Conference, to travel in 
the then York Circuit This was done wholly with- 
out my knowledge. No one had fpoke to me about 
it, nor 1 to any one. I already preached four or five 
times a week about home, and loved the People too 
well to deGre to leave them. In my anfwer to Mr. 
Olivers, I faid, " I have no doubt of my call to 
preach ; but have no defire to be a trav<:lling Preach- 
er. I am not fit lor it. I cannot come." He re- 

!>lied, •* If your Father was dead, and your Mother 
ay a dying, you mull come and preach the Gofpel.'* 
I wept a fortnight about it- 1 faid to my Brother^ 
Go you : ytm are more fit than irje." He faid, 
" Gqd knows who is fit. H£ has called you : there- 
fore go." The Gracious Spirit working in 
me a willicignefs to fpend and be fpent for God, 
and my Brother perfuading me, I went in iy6o ; 
tod tbrqugb Grace ha^ve couv\tv\5kti>3^^v^ v^ivi daY«~ 
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In all this lime, 1 call the All feting God arid his 
People to bear wiinefs, rhat 1 have fought nothing 
but His Glory, in my own Salvation and that of 
oib^^rs. 

1 have been in moft of the Circnits in. the King- 
dom. And I trufl, God hds been pleafed toufen>e, 
and thofe with me, during thefc twenty years, to u« 
cite thoufands to the Societies. But it is better to 
leave this to GoD and His People. They are our 
Epiflle, written by Christ to the rejoicing ot oar 
Hearts. May theipConverfijQ be known and read 
by all that kr^w them I 

I have been in dangf^rs ; by fnow-drifts, by l«nd- 
floods, by falls from my Horfe, and by Perfi^i^oa: 

•I have been in ficknefs, cold, pain, weaknefs, and 

- wearinefs often : in joyful comforts often : in daily 
Love and Pe<ice, but not enough : in grief and heav- 
ioefs through manifold temptations piten. 1 have 
bad abundance of trials, with my Heart, with iny 
Underflanding and Judgment ; with varions reafoo* 
ings among Friends and foes, with Men and devil% 
and moft with myfelf. But in all tbefe, God in 

•Mercy has hitherto fo kept me, that I believe rone 
can with jufiice lay any fingle immoral a6l to my 
charge, fince the day God through Christ forgave 

my* fins. >; : 

AH my defign in preaching has been, and is, to 
bring finnerik to Christ ; and to build up Saints 
10 the Mod Holy Faith, Hope and Love, to a 
Perjea Man. 

To this end, the chief matter of my preaching has 
been the eiTentials of Religion ; fuch as the loft flate 
of Man. depraved, guilty, and miferable by Nature : 
Lis Juflification through the alone Merits ot Christ 
by Faith only, together with the witnefs and (ruits 

•of it : the New Birth, the neccflity, bencpts, and 
fruits of IT, in all inward and outward Holinefs. I 
have endeavoured lo explain vUt CovtuawlvBkVx^ 
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God blefTedi this alfo, to the ConverGon of federal 
in the Neighbouring Towns. Now began my war« 
fare with the various fe3s about os, who came, 
vrhen I had preached at OiTc^t, to difpute with me 
often till midnight. But I was foon heartily weary 
of difpute ; for it caufed a decay in my Peace and 
Love. 

My inbre(! corruptions now bfgan to perplex me 
more than ever, and to be a heavy load indeed for 
fome time. Bot one day meeting with a few young 
Men (as I ohen did) God gave mci,fuch a deliver- 
ance, and fuch a weight o\ Love as I liad not hereto, 
fore. I feemed too happy to live on earth, and 
thought God was going to take me home. Myjoy 
allowed me little fleep tor wee&s. I told it to none 
but my Brother ; and to hitn only^ when 1 could 
keep it no longer from him. 

Not long after this, a letter came from Mr. Thom- 
as Olivers, (who afterwards behaved with the ten- 
dernefs and wifdom of a Father to me) to let me know 
that I was appointed by the Conference, to travel in 
the then York Circuit This was done wholly with- 
out my knowledge. No one had fpoke to me about 
it, nor I to any one. I already preached four or five 
times a week about home, and loved the People too 
well to deGre to leave them. In ray anfwer lb Mr. 
Olivers, I faid, " I have no doubt of my call to 
preach ; but have no defire to be a trav<:IIing Preach- 
er. I am not fit lor it. I cannot come." He re« 

!)l!ed, ** If your Father was dead, and your Mother 
ay a dying, you mull come and preach the Gofpel.'* 
I wept a fortnight about it. 1 faid to my Brother^ 
Go you : ytm arc more fit than irje." He faid, 
God knows who is fit. H£ has called there- 
fore go." The Gracious Spirit working in 
me a willicignefs to fpend and be fpent for God, 
and my Brother perfuading me, I went in 1760 ; 
^ and tbrQugb Grace have couv\tv\5kti>3^^v^v\iudaY*— 
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In all this time, I call the All feting God arid his 
People to bear wiinefs, that 1 have fought nothing 
but His Glory, in my own Salvation and that of 
oih^^ra. 

I have been in moft of the Circuits in. the King- 
dom. And I trufl, God has been pleafed toufen>e, 
and thofe with me, during thefc twenty years, to u« 
cite thoufands to the Societies. But it is better to 
leave this to GoD and His People. They are our 
EpiiUe, written by Christ to the rejoicing ot our 
Hearts. May theipConverfijQ be known and read 
by all that kr^w them I 

I have been in dangf^rs ; by faow.drifts, by I*nd. 
floods, by falls from my Horfe, and by Perftun$ion: 

•I have beisn in ficknefs, cold, pain, weaknefs, and 

' wearinefs often : in joyful comforts often : in daily 
Love and Pe<ice, but not enough : in grief and heav- 
ioefs through manifold temptations olten. 1 have 
bad abundance of trials, wiih my Heart, with iny 
Underflanding and Judgment ; with various reafoo* 
ings among Friends and foes, with Men and devil% 
and moft with myfelf. But in all tbefe, God in 

-Mercy has hitherto fo kept me, that I believe none 
can with jufiice lay any fingle immoral a6l to my 
charge, fince the day God through Christ forgave 

my* fins. 

AH my delign in preaching has been, and is, to 
bring finner^ to Christ ; and to build up Saints 
10 the Mod Holy Faith, Hope and Love, to a 
Perjea Man. 

To this end, the chief matter of ray preaching has 
been the eiTentials of Religion ; fuch as the loft flate 
of Man, depraved, guilty, and miferable by Nature : 
Lis JufliGcation through the alone Merits of Christ 
by Faith only, together with the witnefs and (ruiti 
•of it : the New Birth, the ncccfliiy, bencpts, and 
fruits of IT, in all inward and outward Holinefs. I 
have endeavoured lO expUia vUt Htvi Co\^tuawtVGk.\N.^ 
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benefits, condiiloni, precepts, threats and rewards.-*. 
I have (hewn that PhRFECT Love is attainable 
here, by thofe that prefs For it with their who/e HearU 
I teach Piety to God, Juilice and Mercy to Mea, 
and Subiiety in outfelves, endeavouring to keep a 
ton fctence void of offence towards God and Maa, 
in every fiation of life, snd in all relations. 1 alfo 
endeavour to guard Souls again ft the temptations 
from the World, the fl (hand the devil ; agaitrfi the 
hurtful opinions that (urround them ; and ag^inft the 
hinderance of their Repentance, Faiih, Hope, Love, 
and Holinefs. I have alfo (hewn theai the danger 
of delay, of refufal, or of drawing back to Irn, death 
and hell. 

In the Pulpit, I have feldom meddled with the 
Ikcrees. or ike Jivt 'p0inU #/ dtbal$, I fbffered To 
much lofs i>y them before I fet «ut to tpavel, that I 
determined not to mddle with tfaem, Ixttt wheci my 
Brethren were io danger of being led afide or liurt 
by tliem. So far es I fee clear evidence for aay of 
ibefe things, I bold and prave tJiem at oecafion of* 
lers. But where I fee no fufiiciem proorf of a Prep* 
efiiion^ I leave the difcufiidn ef 4hem to thofe that 
"are wifer. But yet I cannot help rbinking, that ma* 
«y of fhefe difpuiet are not^much tnbreihan a learn, 
ed play ; and if wife Men would but play with thefe 
in good humour, it would -ooi much grieve one. But 
when ibey grow angry, and call each other hy vile 
-flames, becaufe they differ from them Herein, no 
doubt the devil has a great hand in it He aims to 
-undo, by the non-effentials in Religion, the Good 
'4hat n done by infilling on ibe effentials* This bat 
often been a caufe of fear and grief to me« But bav* 
ing refolved to xAfi C«KI ST for my fufficunt Teacht^ 
^r, I am now contented to Jcnow what he has reveal, 
^d, and to leave the reft to another world, I havo 
from my beginning thought royfelf the poor man's 
£fcacbfir ; bating noibtng pf polkcnefs 4a my laa- 
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gcage, addrefs; or any thing e!fe. Oh, that in the 
day of Christ's Judgmcni I may rejoice, not only 
in the fincerity 6t my labour, but in knowing thai I 
have not preached, and laboured, and fuffered, with* 
out Fruit ; but have bccnrth. Inflrument of gaining 
Souls to, and of keeping them wiih Chkist ! And 
oh, that HE rajy prefent them to the Fathlr, with- 
out blame, in PfiivFECT Love ! This is the real 
diefire of 

THOMAS HANSON. 
JOl IN GOD. . 

FkOM THEE my God my Joys shall rhe 
And run Eternal rounds j 
Beyond the Limits of the Skies, 
And all created Bounds. 

The Holy Triumph of my Soul i 

Shall Death itself out-brave ; 
Leave dull MortalUy behind. 

And fly beyond the Grave. 

There, ^^herc my BL£ss ED Jesus reigns, 

In Heaven's Unmeasured space ; 
ril spend a long Eternify, 

In Pleasure and in Praise. , t " 

Millions of Years my wond'ring Eyes 

Shall o'er thy beauties roVe j 
In Endless Ages 1*11 adore, 

The Glories of th y Love* 

Sweet Tfsus ev'ry Smifc of thine 

Shall fresh Endearments bring, 
And thousand I'astes of New Delight^ 

From all thy graces spring. 

Haste niy beloved, fetch my Soul, 

Up to THY blest abode : 
Fly, For my Spirit longs to see ■ 

My Say LOOK and my God. 
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Hcrtttnd and deaur Sirj 

MY Father removed from Barnard. Caflle, i'a 
the County of Durham, to live in the City 
oi Csriifltr, where he was employed fcv a Company 
of Gentlemen, to carry on a bri^ncb ot the Woolen 
ManufaQory. Here he married my Moiber, who 
was a perfon of fome fmall property ; by whom be 
had three Children, royfelf being the yoongeft. I 
was born December a 6, « 738* 

After fome years, the Factory was given op, and 
my Parents came to live at Barnard- Caflle again.— 
My Mother died when I was about feven years of 
age, and my Fathet foon after* He was moch ad* 
di3ed to drunkennefs, which made him negle£l the 
care of his family ; by which means he reduced his 
belplefs Offspring to a variety of afflifiions. I liv 
ed lome time with an Aont, who had been a perfoa 
of confiderabie fortune, but was reduced by the ex- 
travagancy of my Uncle, my Father's Brother. It 
is true, I was pot to School for fome year« ; but made 
no confiderable progrefs in Learning. Befoce I was 
twelve, I was put out to a Trade; whereby a Kind 
.Providence cabled me to provide tor 'myfclf 
fucb tbiDgt at I ftood in need ot^ , 
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The fiffl ferioiu iioprclBop that 1 feraeihber.wa), 
•n^bea I was about fix yeart of Age. I was in a yard 
belonging to the Haufe whefe we lived, in B«irnard. 
Callle, and looking up to He«veo, I was flruck with 
wonder, and called aloud, God Almighty."— 
But fuch horror feized nie« as made me run home, 
and (hut the door with all i]peed. My Mother rt* 
ixroved me, and faid I had been doing Tome mifchief ; 
Dut I alTured her 1 had not. She then infilled npon 
knowing the caufe of my uacommon hafie^ «ind of 
my Ihutting the Door with fuch violence. I told 
ber I was in the yard, and called aloud, " Cod Al- 
AdLiGHTY/' and waa afraid. What flie thought, I 
cannot fay ; but flie laid oo more to me upon the 
fubjeQ. A few years after, I was greatly sflarmed 
by mv Si fler talking oi the Dav of JiKigment, which 
1 had not heard of before. But thefe ferioiis iia* 
preflions wore off, and 1 began lo be. 

Rough* in my manners^ and unfam*d my Mind.^* 

When 1 was about thirteen, bearing the Biihoj) 
wa4 coming to confirm the Children in our Town, I 
began tai think fome kind of Reformation and Prep" 
mraiion was necefliry. Accordingly I applied to a 
Kelktion, one John Robinfon, a \Llifter, who was 
a fincere Mao, and efteemed and beloved by allMea. 
He taught me all he knew : viz. many i|ueflions and 
anfwers, with a great number of Prayers ; in8ru£l- 
ed me in the Church Catechifm, (for though I had 
learned it when at School, I had now entirely forgot 
it) and in (hori, made roe, 1 thought/ a very good 
Boy. The Sabbath came when the Biihop was to 
confirm ; and I having paILd my examination with 
the Minider, was introduced to the Bifhop. This 
was in the forenoon ; and towards evening, I went 
with fome of my Companions into the Fields, and 

Clayed at our ufaal games. But before I went v\ 
ed^ Horror qI CMfiunu ItxzttxDA^vAX ^m^Ow 
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heard a Voice fay, "Thy Confirmation h taade void, 
ior thou hafi broke the Sabbath." What to do nor 
I knew not. However 1 be/;an to make my f elf 
Goo J, by reading and repeating many Prayers. 

In this flate i continued, till it pleafed GoD of 
HIS Infinite Mercy, to fend a poor Man, one Jofeph 
Cheeleborough, a Shoemaker^ and a Methodill, from 

: Leeds ; who having received the Truik himft'lf, was 
wining to impart it to others : not by Preaching or 
Exhortation, but by friendly difcourfe with his for* 

.ner Acquaintance; for he was a Barnard-Caflle- 
man. Jofeph Garnet, one of our Preacher?, now 
with Gob, and a few others, firfl received the Trdtk, 
They met together in an upper Chamber for fear of 
the Mob. They read the Scriptures, and the Books 
you had then publilhed, fang Hymns, and prayed.^ 
I went one evening with a tew of my ungodly Com* 
pani 'ns, and as they were difpofed to mock, 1 join* 
ed with them. Howt ver 1 found fomething within 
that was far from j ifiifying my condufl, and afecret 
perfuafion th<it thofe defpifed and perfecutcd People 

. were able to (bpw me the Way of Salvation. 1 went 
again the next Night, (tor they met evrry Night) 
and begged ( might he permitted to come in among 

•them. Accordingly 1 was admitted, and found my* 

.ft If fweeily drawn to feekan unknown God From 

itbat time I miffed no opportunity of afffrmbfing with 
thrm. Mv C^iufin Rcbinfon went at the fame time; 

.till the Minifler.fent ior him. and laboured to con* 
vince him that he and the Mp'hodifls were fall in an 

• error; and to prove it, he Qiewed liim fev«ral old 
Purifai' r.; B >oks, wMcti irf-^ied on the New Birth^ 

. ti< ■ Id hiff*, ' It i« a fulfe Hehgion, becaufe it 
>: . • igio' r* M. Coufin at that time, and 

t r • < 'jlt^r, was ^n ci.tire flranger to hira- 

f. ■: f a ISaviour : h;- Minifterpre- 

\y ' leave ite M^'rhi.difts; and my 

/'. ' - \ji . ia i» Piet^ VK^^% oit^itKou^h contra* 



Mr. Thomas Hanby. 



*«5 



to my inclirrations, leave them alfo. The MiniC 
ter (old my Coufin, provided he would form a ReU« 

?;ious Society upon Hational Principles, he would 
oroetimes come bitnfelf. He accordingly did, and 
in a Kttle time we had a larger Society than the Ms- 
•thodifts, of formal Profeflbrs, who could playat 
Cdrd9y take their pleafures, and conform to the 
World in almoA «very thing. Daring this periodg 
God fiili worked upon my tender mind, and I was 
fervent in Prayer, Reading, and every other '£xercife 
of Religious Duty. I wat fometimes much temprt* 
^d, but knew not that it was Ttnifi€Uion* I alfo 
found Remarkable Conyforta, but kovw aot what 
they meant* I thought I would prny *at the Tame 
pUce again, which I did, and waagrfatly furprifed 
not to meet with the fame Joy, In -this dilate of *ig* 
norance I continued till ottr Society dwindled away, 
and none renmirmd but my Coufin and toe. I faid 
to%tm one night, 1 fear we are wrong in leaving the 
liifethodifts ; we can meet with none who can mew 
11S fhe Way ot Salvation like them ; come and let 
us go and join them again. Hcbad foi»e«objeQioDs, 
h\jLt 'taj importunity prevailed witli him. Accord* 



were admitted. In about twelve aoooths be^louod 
Peacst and ever after continued in the Way, a very 
ferious, fteady, and circumfpeft Walker^ vA\ the 
Lord took him to bimfelf. About this time Mr, 
Wbitford, the firft Metfaodifi Preacher, came \q 
Bwoard-Caft4e, He preached tbioad to a very large, 
%vx aniuiy Congregation. 1 was much affeQed, ef« 
peciaUy when he repeated thofe words, *' Oh, let not 
-CMRiST'a Precious Blood be flied in vain."—- 
{Mr. Whitford left the Methodius fome years after 
and turned Calvinift', and I fuppofe would now be 
ihocked to ufe the words which bad fuch an efifeCl 
vpoQ my imnd, that 1 never could forget them. Ip- 
Alter Mr. Whiiford, wc were Uvoui^^l ntvOsw w% 



tngly we went, and it being their Clafs 
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Tucker, Mr. TurDot2gh. Mr. John Fenwick. Mr. 
Kowc), aod others ; who of ten preached to us while , 
the Blood ran down their F^ces, hy the blows aod 
poin:ed Arrows thrown at them, while they were 
preaching. Soon after >ou, Sir, paid us a vifii, but 
were interrupted h) the Fire engine being played on | 
the Audience. I, and our few Friends, did all we ^ 
could to prevent it, but were overpowered by the j 
Multitude. 

God continued to draw me with firoog defiies, , 
and 1 fpent niuch time, Pr<^ying in the Fieidi, | 
. Woods, and Barns. Any place, and everv place, I 
was now a Clofet to my mourning Soul, who long- j 
ed for the Day Siar to arife in try poor benighted ^ 
. Heart. Ai d it pleared Infinite Meicy, nhilel wai \l 
. pj-aying in a dark place, (greatly terrified for fear I 
. ihuuld fee the dtvil) to fet my weary Soul at Liber- 
ty. The next day the Lord was pleafed to with- 
draw the extacy of Joy, though 1 had no coDdemna* 
lion, and 1 had well nigh given up my Confidenre, 
: thirking it was nothing but a heated Imagination — 
.But the Lord met me again, while 1 was in the 
.Fields, my ufual place of Retirement, and fiom that 
time I was enabled to keep a we^k hold of the Pre- 
cious' Lord Jesus. 

When 1 was about eighteen, I had a dtfire to Ut 
Ne wca file. upon- Tyne: thinking, if 1 was among 
more Experienced Chriflians, I might be taught the 
I Ways of the LoRD more perfcQIy. I flayed a few 
months there, and boarded with our worthy Friend, 
Mr. Robert Carr, whofe tendernefs for my youth, 
a: d truly Chriflian behaviour, was of fingular ufeto 
mo : foi which 1 ihall ever love and efieem hinD.— 
By attending Preaching, Night and Morning, and 
converfiiYg with many mature Chriflians, my under- 
ftanding was much enlightened : and 1 think J may 
fay, through ALL SUF F ici£NT MERCY, that Igrew , 
in ihc Feat and Knov^ledgt gi God« . I 
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Wheal returned to Barnard Caflle, I ftayedfome 
time there, and to!d my Beloved Friends all I coald 
remember of the many excellent Sermons I had heard 
in Newcallle, the nature of their Difcipline, and the 
Ciiriftian Spirit of the Society in that place. 

Having profited To much by my Newcaftle Jour* 
ney, I thought I would take one more Journey to 
Leed$, and after that meant to fettle at Home for 
life. Accordingly I went, and here Providence «vas 
equally kind, in calling my lot in Mr. Richdrd Wat* ^ 
kin Ton's family ; where they put themfelves to fome 
inconvenience in boarding and accoinmodating me 
with a very agreeable Lodging. I have often had a 
Thankful Remembrance of their Kindnefs to me, 
and I hope the Lord will reward them for it. 

My bufinefs now, was that of (luff- making, and as 
I lived to labour hard, I was able to procure more 
than my neceHicies required. My method was, as 
formerly, to be m jch in the Fields, Praying and me- 
ditating. I a!fo attended «// theM^ans of Grace, and 
on the Sabbath I frequently took a walk with Mr. 
Watkinfon into the Country, where he preached. 

Djring this period, I can truly fay, 1 walked in 
the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comforts of the 
Holy Ghost ; and my df^light was in the Law of 
the Lord, and in his Law I meditated Pay and 
Nhht. 

Aboat this time a fudden Imprelfion was made 
upon my mind, that I ought to preach the Gofpel. 
I concluded it was nothing but a Temptation, and 
would not for a moment encourage fuch a thought. 
But it came again, and with it " a Horror of Great 
Darknefs fell upon me," like that mentioned in Gen. 
XV. 12. and I was truly miferable. J remembeied 
the Wormwood and the Gall that the Preachers 
drank at Barnard- Caftle ; and I faid in my Heart, I 



mt dlraid, aad his fear took ho\d u^o^v V n^^^^* 




But the terrors of the LoRO naa.d^ 
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KxvGrtat Bitternefs of Spirit, becaufeof thii Cbnvtc* 
tion. Sometimes 1 thought it was from Gon^ at 
other timet I thought it was all from the devil. In 
this perplexed Ciuation I continued Tome time, with- 
out ever mentioning my cafe to anjr one* I would* 
frequently retire into my Ciofet, and exprefs rayfelf 
in Words like thefe : Lord ! of what ufe is my 
exifttnce in this World r I am profitable neither to 
God nor Man. I cannot preach, for I am a Fool« 

- jand a Child. Oh let me die, for it is better for me 
to die than to Kve." 

However, I was willing to preach, provided I was 
fure it was the Will of God concerning me. But 

This way, and that, I turned ray anxious mind/' 
When a Friend of mine, one John Smith, told me 
of a Poor Woman in the Society who was fuppofed 
to be dying, and that ihe was wonderfully happy.— ^ 
I had read in your Tra£ls the accounts ot many hap* 
py Deaths, but had never feen one. I defired my 
Friend, if he could, to introduce me to fee her. He 
promifed to call on me the next Night. He did fo, 
and as we were going, I prayed to the Lord that 
HE would remove my intolerable load, and that if it 
was PI IS Will I fiiouid preach, IIE would (hew it to 
the dying Saint i was going to vifit. I faid, *' Lord, 
Tiiou canft as eaGly do this, as ibou canfi caufe 
her to triumph over Death. If thou wilcbut fhew 
me a Token by which I may know thy Will, then 
I will preach thy Word wherever thou (hale 
pleafe to fend roe." 

We came to the houfe where the fick Woman 
]ay, and as I was an entire firanger to her, and eve* 
ry body bcfides, I fiood at a diDance. Mr. Shent 
came in and prayed with her ; I followed him to tell- 
him our Barnard- Ca file Brethren would be glad of 
a vifit from him. After 1 had delivered my meiTdgCi 
- ^JVefumcd to the fick Woman ; and was told, me 

iad made much enqmry tot \o\xn^M.4JDk vfho 
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Rood in the corner. I came to the bedfide, and (he 
looked me earneftly rn the Face, and faid, Goo 
has called you to preach the Gofpel ; you have long 
reje£led the call ; but he will make you go; obey 
the call, obey the calL" She put fuch an emphafis 
upon H£ will make you go/' that it (hocked me 
exceedingly. 

I now refolved through the Grace of God, to 
make a Trial. Accordingly I fent word to Bram* 
ley, that Preaching would be there the next Lord's- 
day in the Morning. As I went along, my mind 

' was perfe£lly refigned. I did not thinx about what 
I ihould Tay, but my Heart faid, " IF HE will have 
me to preach, fomething will be given me to fay that 
will be profitable : and if he has hot fent me, it will 
be a lefs Crofs to be confounded before the People, 
than to be a Fireacher of the Gofpel." 

I was rather behind the time, and the People were 
waiting, expe£ling Brother Watkinfon, as ufual.— ^ 
They came to me, and afked where he was, and «vhat 

.muft be done ? I faid in my Heart, " The Lord 
will provide himself & Sacrifice." I fiepped to 
the place, gave out a Hymn, prayed, and took thefe 
words for my Text, If ye be rifen with Christ, 

Jeek thof^ things which are above'* The People 
trembled for tear of me, and prayed heartily. GoD 
was pleafed to vifit us ; two Perfons received a fenfe 
of Pardon. I preached again at noon, and at Arm- 
ley in the evening. This, Dear Sir, was my begin* 
ning, and what I locked upon as my Call from 
God. 

I was now occaGonally employed by Mr. Shent, 
and the other Preachers, to take part o! a Circuit for 
them. 

In 17.54, Brother Mitchel defirrd me to come and 
help ihcm in the StafFordfhire Circuit for a few 
monrbs. Accordingly 1 went to Birmingham^ 
Wtdiscfburj, &c. Brother Ct4\) vi^^ v\«.w ^^^^ 
u 
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wiih us. and as we were too many for the few places 
about Birmingham, I made an excurfion into the 
wilds of Dv'rbyfhire. Preached at Wootton, near 
Weaver-hill, the Ford, Snelfon, and Afhburn, where 
there had been no fuch a being as a Methodift Prca- 
cher. I had ofien found a great defire to preach in 
that Town, but was at a lofs how to introduce my- 
felf. However, I providentially heard of a ferious 
Min, Mr, Thomas Thorn Ton, who kept the Toll- 
G:ite, ahout haU. a mile from the Town. I look 
Thomas White wiih me, trom Barton- Forge ; we 
came to Mr. Thomfon's and introduced ourfelves in 
il:e bed manner we could He informed a few of 
his Neighbours, that there was a Preacher at hii 
Hojfe. Accordingly, Mr, Hurd's family, Mr. 
Peach's, and a few others, came in the evening; I 
fuppofe as many as they durfl invite. I talked to 
them, and expounded a part of the eighth Chapter of 
the Romans. 1 found much Liberty in my own 
Soul, and the Power of Goli relied upon the Peo- 
ple, who were deeply a ffefted, 1 flayed a few days, 
Preaching Morning and Evening, to as many as the 
Houfe would hold. Mifs Bere&ford condefcended 
to aflemble with us, and the Lord opened her heart; 
as the heart of Lydia When I had been preaching 
Christ as a Fountain opened for fin and unclean- 
ncfs, fhe cried out, ** On Precious Gofpel ! Oh Pre- 
cious Gofpel !** From that time (he continued ftcd* 
faft, growing in Grace, till the Lord took her in 
Glorious Triumph to himself. 

1 left Afliburn for about a Fortnight, to vifit my 
new Friends in Snelfon, Wootton,. the Ford, Bot- 
tom- Houfe, &c. and returned again. 1 now found 
I mud preach no more at the Toll gate Houfe, the 
CommifTioners ol the Road had lorbid my Friend 
Mr. Thomfon to admit me. But Mr. Hurd, a Gea- 
tleman farmer, by the dc fire of his Family, whofe 
Hearts the Lord had touched, fuffered me to preach 
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at his Houfe. It was now that a Furious Mobarofc 
while I was preaching, and befei the Houfe. and 
fprangin among us like fo many Lions. 1 foon per- 
ceived that I was the obje61 of their rage. My mind 
was varioufly agitated ; yet I durft not but cry a- 
loud, as long as I could be beard, but at lafl I w^s o- 
verpowered with noife. Some of my Friends, in de- 
fending me, Wv-re bleeding among the Mob, and, wi h 
difficulty, I efcaped out of their hands. But as Mr. 
Thomfon, Mr, Ifaac Peach, Mr. Hind** family, Mifs 
Beresford, and a few others remained fteady, 1 was 
conftraincd to repeat my vifns, till ihe Lord v^avc 
us Peace; Mr. Thomfon grew in the Knowledge 
and Love of God, till the Lord took him lo him. 

SELF. 

In a few weeks, I returned again to Leek, and 
put up at one of the principal Inns, in hopes of fee. 
ing fome of the Society, to encourage them to fuifer 
patiently for the fake of him who fuffercd Death for 
them. I had ordered Dinner ; but before ii was rea- 
dy, the Mob colleSed together in a large body, and 
befet the Inn. The Landlord came to me in great 
confufion, and entreated me to leave the place im« 
mediately^ or his Houfe would be pulled down, and 
I ihould be murdered. I was obliged to obey ; ( 
mounted ray Horfe in the Yard, and rode through 
the Mob amidft ilones, dirt, &c. whilft they were 
gathering in vaft numbers from every part of the 
Town, crying, ** Kill him, kill him.'* There was 
from this time no accefs to Leek, till the chief men 
of this mob died miferably ; and of the reft, tome 
went for Soldiers, and all of them were difpei fed, 
except one M<in,^ who was alive a faW months ag^ 
in miferahle circumftancei, 

I had frequently pafled through Burton-upon- 
Trent, in my way to Aftiby-de- la Zouch ; and found 
a d{!fire to preach in thai place, winch appeared to 
iBc^ to htht lor bitn who came uoi vo 
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tous, but Sinners to Repentance. I okained leave 
to preach io a large Houfe, belonging to a Shoema- 
ker. Many attended, and I bad rcafon to believe 
fame were awakened. I gave out preaching for an- 
other day, and went accordingly. The town was a- 
larmed, and a Mob« (as 1 underftood afterwards} were 
hired, and made drunk, by the principal Perfons in 
the Town, eSedudlly to prevent my Preaching. It 
was in the Winter feafon, and a dark Night AU 
was quiet till f gave out a Hymn. Then they ap» 
proached the Houle ; broke firfltbe window- fli utters^ 
and then dafiied the windows in. The head of this 
mob was a Forgeman, half an ideot, who had fcoond 
birofelf under an oath, he would that night have my 
liver. He brought the pipe of a large bellowa, with 
which he made a frightful noife, and whiclr was to 
be the inilruoient of my death. He made what way 
ke could to me, but was raiher retarded by the nuU 
iitude that was before him. lobfervedhim with i\jt 
fury of a fiend ; but knew not. well what to do. To 
attempt to preach was in vain, for I could not be 
heard. I fieppedoffibe chair, and got intoa cham* 
ber uoperceived by my enemy. When he foaud L 
was gone, he infifted upon going up flairs, and it waa 
impoflible to hinder him, and the numbers that were 
with him. It came into my mind, " Go down ftaics^ 
efcape for thy life ** I went down and walked into 
the Shoemaker's ffaop, unobferved by any one, tbo*^ 
1 pa fled through part of the mob. Soon after he got 
up ftairs^ fearchcd the clofets, beds, che&s, &c. and 
when he could not Edd me, foamed at the mouth like 
a mad dog. Then there was a cry in the flreet, 
• He** in the &op, he's itt the Ihop." 1 now cen« 
eluded all was over with mc, and faid,.**^ LoR D, give 
me firength to fuffcr as a Chriflian ; noii may I count 
niy life dear unto myfelf for thy Sake." "-I^eni un* 
der the Shoemoker's cjtting-board ; meantime the 
XQot) were oat lokig in breaking open two fl^ong; 
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doors that led into the (hop. They did not fee mr; 
lut one of ihem put down his hand where 1 was, 
and cried out, " He's here, he's here." 1 h;»d now no 
other means to ufe ; fo I cummiucd myfeli into their 
hands. 

They hurried me into the Houfe, and a very flout 
inan, one o( thofe who had been made drunk tor th^ 
purpofe, approached me: but his countenance fell; 
he took hold of my band, and faid, ** follow me." 
I imagined he intended to take me and throw me into 
the River, and I was content. 1 committed myfelf 
10 the difpofal of a Kind Providence, expelling 
nothing but Death. With difficulty he got me thro' 
the mob ; and as he was one of the beft boxers in 
the town, nobody durfl oppofe him. When we came 
to the door, he drew me fhort by the corner up a 
narrow ftreet, put me before him, and faid, *• Ruf».'* 
I made my way to the 'Fields, and he kept behinJ^ 
keeping the reft off, then helping me over walls and 
hedges, till we had loll them all. 2 remained in the 
Fields till midnight, ^nd returned with a Friend into 
Town, and lodged till early in the morning, when I 
rode away. 

After fome time I went again to Leek, flayed ten 
days, and j Mned twenty-four in a Society. A Law-r 
jer then raifed a furious mob, who befet the houf« > 
'^vhere I lodged. My few Friends kept them off* for 
a confiderable time. Bjt at lad they lofl all patience; 
they broke in, and were determined to drug me away; 
but it pleafed theLoKD, thai a Woman, who then 
neither feared God nor rcgjrded man, opened a win- 
dow that looked into the Yard,' and deflred me to 
come into her Houfe. Here 1 flayed till about tvvo 
o'clock in the Morning, and then made my efcape 
over the Mountains to the Bottom- Houfe. This 
Woman is yet alive: but Ihe is a New JVof?ian,'and 
in our Society. The next day the mob were cvo^. 
liiile chagrined to find they h<xd \o5iv\\t:u \ ^^^^ 
V 2 
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bad no other way to avenge tbemfelves, than to bura 
mc in effigy. 

Soon afier I wa« prefled in Spirit to vifit Burton* 
upon> Trent once more. The mob foon gathered ; 
and had it not been for a Peculiar PROViDXNCB,in 
turning one ot the bead of them on my fide, I be- 
lieve I (bould have bad that night the bonor ot Mar. 
tyrdom* 

In wearinefi and painfulnefs^ in hunger and thirft, 
in joy and forrow, in weakneft and trembling, were 
iny days now fpeot. And 1 have frequently thought 
if God would excufe me from this bard talk, bow 
gladly (bould I embrace the l»fe of a iboe-black, or 
of a Qiepherd't boy. I was furrounded with death, 
and could feldom expeQ to furvive another day, be* 
caufe of the \\kiy oi the people. And yet it waa-, 
" Woe unto thee, if thou preach not the GofpeU* 

The Summer following, i755, the Conference wat 
held at Leeds, where I was admitted as a Travelling 
Preacher. The next Year I was lent to Canterbury* 
My little flock of money was*nearly exhaufled by 
the time I got to London ; and, though it was rath* 
er too long a Journey (or a Winter's day, 1 was un« 
der a neceffity to puQi forward, not having -Money 
enough to keep me and my horfe upon the Road alk 
Night. It was about eight o'clock at night when t 
got wiiLin fi^bt of the Lamps in the City. Two men 
with large piftols, then rufiied out upon me from a 
narrow lane, and demanded my money. They took 
my watch, and alt the money 1 had in the World, 
which was two (hillings and eight pence. (Indeed^ 
fometimes^ if a halfpenny would have purchafed the 
three Kingdoms, 1 bad it not tor weeks together.) I 
believe this robbery was permitted for gooa. It was 
at the time we expefied an invafion irom France, and 
the City of Canterbury was full of Soldiers. 1 hey 
were two Soldiers who robbed me, and this excited 
a curiofify in their Comrades to hear the Preacher 
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vbo had been robbed : and it pleafed GoD to coa« 
vince many ot them. About ten were in Society 
before this ; and when I came away they were in. 
creafed to fixty. 

Several of the following Years I fpeni in Scotland. 
And I think this was in general the happiefl period 
of my Itie. In 1763, Brother Roberts and 1 came 
to Dundee. I preached in the Evening, and he the 
next Morning, when we parted. 1 came to £din« 
burgh, and be went to Aberdeen. Some time after, 
I had a flrong defire to give Dundee a fail trial.— 
Accordingly i went there and fiayed three or four 
months, i continued preaching in the open aif till 
the tenth of November. And it was there Gob met 
with many poor Sinners, and truly awakened them to 
a fenfe of their mifery. So that before I left the 
place, there were near an hundred joined in our So* 
ciety. About this lime Mr. Erfkine publiflied Mr. 
Hervey's Letters, with a preface equally bitter. Oh 
the precious ConviQions thofe Letters deftroyed \ 
They made me mourn in fei^ret places. Mr. ErCkine 
being much efieemed in the Religious World, and 
recommending them through the whole Kingdom, 
our enemies made their advantage of them. Thefe 
made the late Lady Gardiner leave us, after expref. 
fing a thoufand times, in my hearing, the great prof- 
it me received by hearing our Preaching.^ Many 
were then brought to the Birth, but by thofe Letters 
their ConviQions were fii&ed. What a pity good 
Men fhould help to deftroy the real Work of God 
in the Hearts of Men ! 

In 1765, I was appointed to labour in the Leeds 
Circuit. Here the Lord was pleafed to try me, by 
the death of a moft amiable Wife and my only child. 
Oh bow great a debtor to that Grace which forbids 
our murmuring at the difpeniations of Providence, 
though it allows us to forrow, but nut as Men with- 
out Hope J 



236 Experiekce of^ &c. 

In 1766, I laboured in the Briftol Circuit. la 
1767, in St?.fFordfhi»re. In 1768, in Bedfordftire — 
In 1769 and 1^70, in Newcaftle. In 1771, in Ed- 
inburgh and Glafgow. From hence I made a Oiort 
vifit to my old friends at Dundee ; and npiwiihlan- 
ding the many difficulties they had to encounter, I 
found many of them ferious and fteady. In 177a 
and 1773, 1 laboured in Staffjrdfhire again. In 1774 
and 1775, in Gloucefterfliire. In 1776 and 1777, 
in Macclesfield. There the Lord was pleafed again 
to affli6l me in a very tender part, by making a fec- 
ond breach in my Family. 

Our lives arc ever in the power of Death." 

In 1778, I was appointed for Liverpool. I am 
now going on in my fecond Year, among a lo/ia, 
kind, good People, for whom I feel the grcdteft Af- 
ffflion, and hope my weak Labours are acceptable. 

Thus, Dear Sir, I have given you a fhort account 
of my Life ; but fain I would do foooething lor him, 
WHO has loved me and given himself forme. My 
fentiments in Religion are the fame they ever were. 
1 believe man by nature is finful and bclplefs. That 
his only remedy is in Jesus Christ, who tajled 
Death for every ?nan. That the Holy Spirit 
works Converfion in the Soul, and a fimefs for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, by transforming it into the 
Image of the ever Blefled God, This conformity 
1 moft ardently long for ; and hope. Dear Sir, you 
will intreat the Father of Mercies, for your affec- 
tionate Son and Servant in the Gofpel, 

THOMAS HANBY. 

Liverpool, Nov. H, 1T79. 
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I WAS born in May, 1717, at » fmati Village in 
the pariQi of Ki^^hley, Yorkfhire. When I wat 
four years old my Mother died, aad I was removed 
10 her Brother's at Long. Addingham. Here I was 
carefully reilrained from: outward fin ; yet I oftea 
ielt an inclination to it ; particularly to fwear, which 
une day I did : but, blefled be God, be firuck me 
with fo deep a ConuiQion^ that I never fwore again 
from that day, nor had the leail inclination to it.— - 
About fourteen I was bound apprentice to One ot 
the worfled trade, and wa» by a Kind Provi. 
BENCE placed in a Family, where 1 wanted nothing 
that was needful either for Body or Soul. 

From my early days, tjne Lord was at times pow« 
crfully working upon my Soul. From ten or elev- 
en Years of age, I was exceedingly difireil. I gea« 
erally faw, as I thought, hell before me, and believ* 
ed it was to be my Portion. The words Ever las* 
TING and Eternity,^ were niuch upon my^mind, 
infomuch that my life became a burden to me. For 
on the one hand, hell appeared intolerable, and on 
the other 1 iound no delight in the fervice of God, 
that my days were confumed in trouble. Fre* 
•^uently did I murmur againft Goo, and often wi(k« 
cd to be aonibiJated* 



238 Experience of 

In this (tateT continued till I was fourteen, tho' 
with fome intervals. I was then a little more at eafe, 
and followed what are called recreaiions. Bat from 
fifteen I was more inclined to reading, and for fome 
time fpent all my vacant hiurs in readiiig the Scrip- 
lure, and took much pleafure therein. Between fix- 
teen and fsvenieen, 1 found much delight in Prayer, 
and had many inward Confolaticns, though I had 
never then heard any one fpeak ot the Com Ions of 
the Holy Ghost. Bat having none to fp«»ak to 
about tkeft things^ they gradually died away. From 
feventeen to nineteen was the rood carelefs part of 
my life. I now fought pleafure in mirth and com- 
pany : but the Lord generally difappointed me» and 
made it bitter to my Soul. I could not find any Com- 
panions to my mind. I fought mirth ; but I thought 
they carried it toexcefs. And I could not bear their 
taking the Name of God in vain. Hence I had 
much forrow at times : likewife the looking back^ 
and feeing what ferioufnefs I had fallen from, cut 
»e to the Heart. 

During this time I now and then heard that bleflf- 
cd man, Mr. Grimfiiaw, and made good refolutibns ; 
but they U(!ed not long. Meanwhile I had heard 
of a People called Methodifls ; but I was little con* 
cerne d about them, till I heard fome of them preach, 
I liked them well, and heard them more and more 
frequently. And though 1 was not deeply afiPe^led 
under any particular Sermon, yet my Confcience was 
gradually enlightened, by hearing, and reading, and 
converfing, and praying, till I refolved to caft in my 
Lot among them. From that time my Heart was fo 
united to them, that all at once, 1 dropped all my 
former Companions. And blefled be God, from 
that hour I have nevf»r had one defire to turn back, 

I now loved the Bible more than ever, particular- 
ly the New Teftament. This was my daily Com- 
panion, and in reading aud medvuun^xbAcevti L found 
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great delight. And hereby 1 was delwered from a 
temptation to think, *• Thefe are the Prophets 
we ar3 bid to beware of." This vam'flied .»Wc;) , when 
I compared their Doftnnes and prahlicc with my 
Bible. And my Judgment waii more fully aad clear- 
ly informed, of ajl the eflential Doflrines ci Chrif- 
tiaaity. And in the ufe of thefe mcMOs, God fre- 
quently met me and comforted my Soul. Inde^'d 
the D jflrioe of Salvation by Grace was uT>fpedkibly 
comfortable to me. Yet (hortly afier^ I fu. k al«noft 
all at once into a defponding ftate, which continued 
more than a Year. And though during this time I 
was often comforted, both under the Word and in 
Prayer, yet I do not remember pafling four and twen- 
ty hours together, without being fome part of the 
lime in defpair. 

In this period I was continually tempted to think 
myfelf a hypocrite. Once 1 mentioned this to a 
Friend, but got no comfort at all, which Qiut my 
mouth for a long lime. It is impoffible to exprefs 
the anguifh I felt. I longed for Death, though I 
knew 1 was not St for it. But in the midd of all, I 
conftantly heard the Preaching at all opportunities, 
and never omitted Prayer. When I could fay noih* 
ing, 1 groaned before GoD : refolving, if I perifli- 
ed, (as i expe£led to do) it (bould be in the Means 
of trace. 

Vet even in this period, the Lord did not leave 
me. As I was one night on my knees groaning be- 
fore H.M, thvife Words were powerfully applied to 
my Soul, Thoa Jhalt bear my namb before much 
People. And this impreffion never after left my 
mind long together, which often conflrained me to 
hope that the Lord would fome lime help me.— 
Alfo during all this time. 1 had favour with my Maf- 
ter and Miilrtfs, and all the Family ; although they 
did not much like the People to whom I belonged. 
Toward the end of this gloomy C^va^oWj qm^^n^'v\v^%> 
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when Ctting in the Houfe, I took courage, rofe up, 
tod deOred we mi^ht have family Prayer. I Uneel. 
€d down (and fo did ail the Family) and prayed with 
great ireedom. And I continued it, though only aa 



own Soul. For it kept me watchful all the day long, 
left ray prayer and ny life Ihould contradiA each 
Other. 

Soon after I was defired to pray in another Fami- 
ly, which I did feveral times^ I had now mare 
hope ; and one day being alone great part of theday, 
and much engaged :n Meditaiion and Piayer, I found 
a perfaafion, that God wai willing to receive me* 
I left my buiinefs immediately and went to Prayer, 
in a moment Goo broke in upon my Soul, in fo 
wonderful a manner, chat I tould no longer doubt 
•f HIS forgiving Love. 1 cried, My Lord ani 
my God !" And in the fpirit I was then in, I could 
have praifed, and loved, and watted to all Eternity* 

Before this, I had attended feveral Meetings for 
Prayer. I was no^ unawares bi ought to coodu£l 
thofe Meetings, and fometimes to fpeak a few words 
in HIS NAM£ WHOM 1 loved. When the Meet- 
ings were over, otheis alked me to come to their hou- 
fes, which I promifed to do. But when I came home 
I feared 1 bad gone too far, and refolv«*d to m«keno 
more fuch promifes. One night as I was going to 
a Neighbour's houfe, one of my Matter's Daughters, 
who was going with me, faid, *' My Father and 
Mjiher are not pleafed with your proceedings/' I 
afked, Why, what have I done?" She faid. "They 
would not have you go to fuch boufes. But it you 
think it is your duty to keip Meetings in the 
Neighbourhood, they would have you keep them at 
Hojne." 

That Night my Soul was greatly comforted, and I 
gave notice of fpeaking at home on Sabbath £ven« 
ing. We had abundance oV ?«LO^\e^ vxd i^euhcr my 
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Mifler nor Miftrefs feemed be at all difpieared. 

^ Tbe^ laved me dearly, aad let the go wherever I 
would. But in the midft of all tbefe outward filef- 
fings, L bad many inward Trials. Sometimes I 
doubted of my ftate ; fometimes I feared I bad run 
before I was fent, and many times faid, witb Jere- 
miab« / wiU /peak no more in this n amk. And 
thus I continued for feveral monibs, though many 
were bleffed and comforted in hearing me. Fre^ 
quently I confuUed my Dear Friend, Mr. Grimihiw, 
who flrongly exhorted me, Not to be faint or wea- 
ry, but to go on valiantly in the Work, to which 
God had called i&e." 

About this time I wat invited to up to Harding. 
Moor, Lingobin near Witfdon^ and Thornton above 
Bradforth. As tbefe were places where no one had 
preached yet, I thought if God would own me here, 
and raife up a people for himself, I (hall know 
that HS hath Tent me. H£ did f o : many found 

'^Peace with God, and a Society was raifed at each 

flace. After delivering tbefe up to the travelling 
'reachers; 1 went to Long-Addingham. There alfa 
'Gob was p leafed to fet to HIS Seal. A Society 
was qaickly raifed. Miny Cnners were convinced, 
and Uvecal of them truly converted to God. 

During all this time, 1 wrought exceeding bard at 
my own bufin^fs when I was at home : but the go- 
ing op and doMVBi to preach, frequently took up more 
than hdlf my time. After a while Providence called 
me to Greenough HIH, to Hartwith, and fome other 
places ; at each of which it pleafed God to raife up 
a people for HiMsele'. Aher Ihad preached fome 
time at Greenough- Hill, I was invited to Pjieby- 
Bridge, Here I was called to an exercife of njy 
Fiith, which I hid not hitherto known. The fi. ft 

time I was there, Mr. — had prepared an'di 

cncourag'id a nutnerous mob, vsKo t'^vA^^ tv-^x^'^x 
mud aor Hones, with many ftv "^^^^"^ 
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thty thf iDfelves owned, " We hive done enough to 
make an end x>f biai." I did indeed reel to and fro 
and tny he»d was broke with a fione. But I never 
found my Soul more happy, nor was ever more com- 
pcfed in my Cto/et. It was a Glorious Time ; and 
there are feveral who date their Converfioo fromihat 
day. After 1 was a little cleaned, I went ko a neigh- 
bouring Town, where, when my Head was dreued, 
I preached abroad to abundance of people, many pf 
whom had followed me from Pateley. It ridge. Some 
pf the Mob alfo followed, but as the wretched min- 
iRer was hot prefent to head them, and as they were 
greatly out- numbered, they behaved peaceably. And 
the Lord blefled us much. 

Having now laboured near four Years, and trav- 
elled generally on foot ; having been often thorough- 
ly wet, and obliged to keep on my wet Clothes all 
day ; and having frequently, when at home, worked 
at night, that I might not be burdeniome to 3ny : I 
found, I was not fo flrong as formerly. Ana the 
number of Places fiill increafing, I was obliged, tho' 
much againft my will, to give up my ;bufiner8 and 
buy an horfe. Mr. Grimlhow now fent me into 
his Circuit for a o^onth, fending another Preacher 
in my place. Then I returned and fpent a confid- 
erable time together among the new Societies. 

In the year ij^a, and during the. Winter follow* 
ing, the Work ot God profpered exceedingly ; but 
Perfecuiion raged on every fide. The malice of the 
devil was chiefly levelled againft me, as I was the 
firft that diflurbed his fervants in thefe parts. . So 
that wherever I went I was in much danger, carry- 
ing as it were my life in my hand. One day as I 
Vas going through Pateley, the Captain of the Mob, 
who was kept in conftant pay, purfued me and pul- 
led rne off my horfe. The Mob then foon colle£l. 
rd about me : and one or other (Iruck up my heels, 
(I believe more than lyreniy "OL^on the ftones. 
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They then dragged me into a Houfe by the hair of 
the head ; then puflied me back, with one or two 
upon me, and threw me with the rmall of my back 
upon the edge ot the (lone Stairs. This nearly broke 
my back; and it was not well for many years after. 
Thence they dragged me down to the common few. 
er, which carrries the din from the Town to tlie Riv- 
er. They rolled me in it for fome time ; the-n <<rag- 
gcd me to the Bridge and threw me into the Water. 
They had me rooftly on the ground, my Arengtb be- 
ing quite fpent. 

My Wife, with fome Friends, now cane u;> See- 
ing her bufy about me, fome <i{ked, *' What, are you 
ft Methodiil,*' gave her feveral blows, which made 
her bleed at the mouth, and fwore, they would put 
her into the River. All this time 1 lay upon the 
Ground, the Mob being undetermined what to do: 
feme cried out, Make an end of him.'* Others 
were for fparing my liie : but the difpute was cut 
IhoFt, by their agreeing to put fome oihcfrs into the 
water. So they took them away, leaving me and 
toy Wife together. She endeavoured to raife me 
up ; btu kaviog no (Irength, 1 dropped down to the 
ground again. She got me up again, and fupponed 
me about an hundred yards :^ then I was fet on horfe- 
back, and made a (hif t to ride foftly, as far as Mx« 
chaei Granger's houfe. Here I was dripped from 
Head to Foot, and was waflied. 1 left my wet clothes 
here, and rode to Greenl^ugh-Hill, where many were 
watting for me : and though much bruifed and very 
weak, preached a ihort Sermon, from Pfalm. xxxiv. 
19. Many are the troubles of the Righteous \ but thi 
Lord delivereth him out oj them all. 

The ne»t Morning I preached again. Afterwards 
feveral accompanied me a bye* way to North Failure^ 
There were many ferious hearers ; but the Captain 
of the Mob came and made fome diftorbance ; and 
then wiih a great flicks-broke evei^ "g^iA 
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a large window. This made a little copfufion at 
firfi ; but aherwards the Lord puured down His 
filefling in an nncomroon manner. Alroofi all were 
in teari, ard the People took joyfully tkc JPoilirg of 
ihtir Goods. Thence we tode to Hartwith^ where 
we had Peace, atd the Power of the LoRD was with 
us. But when the Woik of the Dajr was over, I 
was fo bruifed and Tore, that I wras obliged to be on* 
dre fTcd by another. 

This summer. Autumn, and Winter, were times 
o\ hot Pcrftctiticn. Our Friends freqoenily fufier- 
ed, whenthry vent upon bt;finefs,to Pateley bridge* 
Their tlothts were (polled, and their Perfons much 
ahufed. They applied for fuflice to ihe Dean of 
Rippon, but found none. But what made amends 
was, we loved each other dearly, and had exceedirg 
comfortable Seafons together. In January I was in* 
viied to preach about a mile from r^ieley. Whea 
I came the Mob was gathered. However, in the 
rame of the Lord I began ; and though they blaf* 
{'hemed horribly, snd brcke the Windows, I was 
not interrupted or dlfcoBcpofed, but prayed, preach^ 
cd, and concluded in peace. As foon as 1 had end* 
ed, (hey became outrsgecus. 1 retired ir:to a Cham- 
ber, ard gave m> felf ta prayer. While I was on myr 
knees, one came ard informed roe, ihe Mob hai 
forced into the Hcufe, ard would quickly be in the 
Chamber. But that I roufl get out at the Window^ 
ard there were fome Frierds below, ^ ho would ca'ch 
me as 1 fell. 1 did fo, and went where 1 had left my 
Mare. Thus the LoRl> dcHvered me this time al« 
fo. 

In a while, being dt fired to preach there again, I 
fixed ii in the Day time, thinking the mob would not 
le ave their woik to diOuib us. But they focncamo 
and furrcurded the Houfe, fo that I could not preach 
at all. Alter I had been kept Prifoner for ieveral 
bourSf I w£S cbligcd to vuu tei my l\(e« Abovit the 
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famtf time I was invited to Garthit Hali, where I 
preached in the open air with liule interruption; but 
wh?n I went again, the Pateley Mob came, though 
ihe floods were out* When I began to preach, they 
were more and more violent, till 1 was forced to de- 
fiil and retire. Being rcrdved 1 (houid not efcape 
again, they furrounded the Houfetill near Tunfet.— 
Then they ran to beat one of the People. Our friends 
fnatched the opportunity and brought me a Horfe, 
which 1 iminediateiy mounted. The Mob feeing 
this, left him and purfued me. But again Goi) de* 
livered me out of their Hands. 

But hearing I was to preach fome miles oflf, on the 
other fide oi the Water, they immediately divided^ 
(it being a great Flood) to the different Bridges. — » 
This obliged us to ride many miles about« It being 
very dark, we loA our way upon the Moors. We 
wandered till we were thoroughly wet with Snovr 
and Kain ; but late at Night tound our way toThom* 
as Laptoo's. The Congregation had waited for fev. 
eral hours, being in much trouble for fear I was kiU 
led. 1 changed my Cloihtfs, and ihoughit was late, 
preached to them as the Lord enabled me. It feem« 
ed to us as little lefs than Heaven ; and though it 
was a bard day, it was a blefled day to my Soul. 

1 remember once, during thefe Seafons of Trrui* 
ble, wherein my life continually hung in fufpenfe, a 
thought came into my mind, " Tis hard, to have no 
refpiie, to be thus perpetually fuff^ring.'^ Immedi. 
ately it was imprefl'ed upon my mind, '* Did yoanot^ 
when you was on the borders of defpair, promife the 
Lord, that ii H£ would give you aiTurance of his 
Favour, you would count no Suffering, Sorrow, or 
AffliQion too great to be end jred for H .s Ndmc*s 
S^kc i*^ This at once filencedall murmuring, acd 
thenceforth I bore whatever befcl me vi\i\\ Patience^ 
and after with Joy; finding a wiliingoefs to bear 11^.^^ 
lo3g as «£ faw fljcc I, if it were vo x^Sft-wA^^Kt^^*"^ 
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About this time. I had thirteen or fourteen places 
iivhere I preached at regularly. And I thought on* 
iy of rpending my life among them, when Mr. Grim^ 
fiiaw mentioned me to you. Yqu km for me, and 
slkfd, ** Whether [ was wilHrg to be a travelling 
Preacher ?" I faid, " Yes, i( \fr. Grirofliaw would 
fupply my places which le promifed to do. That 
year I was mofl in the Birfial and Leeds Circuits r 
the next in the Leeds Circuit altogether, which theft 
comprehended Sheffield and York alfo, extending in« 
to I>erb)Qiire on the South, to Hull on the fafr, 
and on the North as far as Newton under Rofebury* 
topping 

lo the year 17.58, 1 was flatroned in LineolcAire; 
The whole County, now divided into three, was therr 
onlv in one Circuit. So I fpent two months in the 
Kaftern part, and then two months in the Weftern; 
I was in this Circuit »bout fixteen months in all.— « 
And 1 did not labour in vain. There was a very 
confiderable increafe in the Societies, and many fouls 
were brought to the faving Knowledge of God.—* 
And thougn the Rides were Ions, and iht Work was 
hard, yet all was m:de eafy and comfortable The 
Lord was grraily with us, and the People in gen* 
cral were loving and teachable : and I know not, if 
1 ftall ever love a People better, on this fide £teF* 
nity. 

Thence I removed into Newcadie Circuit, which 
then included Edinburgh. To which we went, ani 
back again in a fcrtnight, generally preaching nighr 
and morning. I found many trials in this Circuit, 
but the LoRtD delivered me out of a!l. The next 
year 1 was in the Manchefter round, which tbeti' 
contained Lancafhire, Chcftire, paitof Shropfhire, 
and of Wales, Stafford (hire, and part of Derbj fliirc. 
Our labour was hard ; but we faw much Fruit of it, 
/?a/iiculai]y at M^t^che&cr and Bolton. In the Iat« 
tcr part 0/ the If car, I ww ^tu^nU^ fu^^ofcd to be 
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far goae in a Coofumption. I was not careful aboui 
it, not doubting but if the LoR o' called me, I flioufd 
finift my cour^ with Joy. But it pieafrd God tor 
reftore my health and flrengtb. '^May I ftill glorify^ 
HIM wiih Rvy Body and my Spirit. 

After fome Years I went (accompanied with my 
wife J to Edinburg. Mr. Hopper laboured witb 
me. It was now Dr. Erfkine poblifhed and recomw 
nended the eleven Letters afcribed to Mr. Hervey, 
This occafioned a good deal of reprqach tor a time : 
after which 1 was called away to Newcaftle. The 
Weather was very fevere. IJay after day we had 
various ftorms, and were hardly able to preferve 
Life. But the worft was, when we came to thd 
fieep defcem U&m the Mountains (called the Peafe) 
where the Hilt had fallen into the deep road, and 
made it utterly impa(fib1e» This obliged us to creep 
along a path like a Sheep track, hanging over a deep 
Vale. Mean time the Snow and Wind beat fo tu« 
rioufty upon us, that we ki ew not irf we fbould ef« 
cape with Life. ^ After lodging aft old Cammus, (a 
moft tinccmfortable inn) we wem forward through 
fliarp Frofi, heavy Snow beating upon as, and mif. 
erabie Roads to Alnwick. From thence to Morpeth 
we had fair Weather, but the next Day was heavy 
Rain, which attended us all the way to Newcaftle« 
And here I remained, tally eoiployed till the Man- 
chefter Conference. 

In 1760, I was flationed at Ep worth once rporer 
This Winter we were invited to Newaik upon* 
Trent. But we roei with much oppr fiiion from ri» 
otous Mobs, encouraged by great Men. On the 
24th cf March, they took the Pulpit ou< ol the 
Preaching- Houfe, and burnt it in thr*. Market- Placer 
I went thiihcr on the /ih of April, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Pool, of North Searle. The.Preacbiog was to 
begin at two o'clock; but a large Mob was there^ 
before 1 begun, 1 prayed, ant \;twti^4%Qi^\\*Ji^V'^ 



248 Experience of 

mon. Toward the latter end of the Dlfcourfe, they 
threw a large qaantity of Kggs filled wiih Blood and 
fpalf d with Pitch, which made ftra»ge work wfcer. 
ever they alighted. When they fa^d difcharged chcfc 
they grew more outrageous ftill. Wo judged it beft, 
to fend to the M-iyor. fiat inftead of coming to 

Jjuoll the Rict, he fent an order for me to appear be- 
ore him. In nur way to the main Street, thf^re wat 
a deep, muddy Di^in. They attempted to pufh me 
into it. But I catched hold of one ot the Mob and 
lield him fo fad, that they could not pufb in ont 
withoat the other. When we can e to the Mayor'l 
he fent for the Town Clerk. I (hewed them the AA 
of Toleration, and the Certificate of my Licence, ob« 
fervfng, I h<id done nothing which was not wairanu 
ed by Law. After much converfation, our Prtenda 
gave evidence «igain(^ three of the Rioters, who were 
bound over to the AtTizes. 

Some Tboufands o\ »hc Mob being gathered in th€ 
Street, I rec^uefled the Mayor to fend an Officer tO 
guard me th^rough them. He faid, he would gc^ 
Himfell. And he did go to the Gate ; but when I 
was gone out, immediately went back. I was pref« 
cntiv fuiroutided ; and they foon began to throw 
Mire, Clods oi £arth and Stone, in abundance*-* 
This they contiuned to do, all doun the Street, till 
we cawe to the Preaching- Houfe. Our Frienda, 
judging there would be no lafety there, brought my 
great Coat into the Stable, and advifed me to mount 
and gallop through the M )b, which I purpofed to 
do. Accor'linly i mounted, but fome of them held 
tbt* Ga*e, and others beat both me axKl my Mare in. 
fo vio ent a manner, that 1 thought it would be belt 
to d.fmoi^nt and go the back Way. But here alfo 
(he Mv.b met me, beat both me and the Mare, and 
whe » I endeavoured to mount, pulled me back, and 
the M^re got from me. Then thev dragged me a* 
}oagf fometimes oa my Feet| and iomeiimcs on the 
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Crouod, to tbc Side of the Trem, fwearing they 
would throw me ia. Put they were not agreed in 
this, fo i,hey brought Water, and poured it upon me 
from Head to Foot. A Pdtnter then came with his 
Por and BruHi, and laid it on plentifully. They ftiil 
furrounded me, throwing Dirt and beating me, till I 
could hardly ftir. Then they offered to let me ga^ 
if I would promife never to come again. Bat this E 
could not do. Juft then a Man came curfingy fweer* 
ing, and threatening, offer.ded, it f'emed, at their 
Proceedings : at which moft of them left me and 
difperfed. 

I rofe up» and walked as well as I could down the 
Marfh, a few of the Mob quietly walking with me» 
I found my Mare in a fianding Water i I went it9, 
took h(rr and rode off. Coming to a Pond, 1 alight- 
ed, wjfhed myfelf a little, and then went on io 
North. Seaile : but it was hard Work, as the Night 
came on, and 1 was very wet and exceeding cold. 
When 1 got there, I procured fome dry Clothes, 
and the Lord gave me a quiet Night. Ti e next 
Day I was V. ry fore and weak ; however, 1 fat up 
molt oS. the Day, and in a little time I recovered my 
Strength, and had fiili more cauCe to truft and praise 
Go0. 

On July 1 6, was our Triaf at Nottingham. But 
the Grand Jury, fparing the Rioters all they coulJ^ 
would not find the bill, for diftu^bing fne at Public 
Worjhip, but only for effau ting me. They were 
accordingly bound over, to be tried for the Affauir^ 
at the next Affixes. Meantime an innumerable 
Mob was coilefied, both withia and without the 
Court, threatening what they would do to me. I 
therefore addreffed the Recorder (or a Guard. He 
iffin>ediately ordered two Con (tables to ConduA me 
fafe to my lodging : the Mob xo9^ti ; but durft g> 
no farther. Sa 1 returned home untivoteOl^d^ 
the Mhwiag ABza fcvcriil t\it 1^\^vn\xftt\v>aDi- 
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difird : Judges Warrants were iflaed cot and exe- 
cuted. in O£lober my Council and Recorder a- 

f|reed, (to prcvnt all farther trouble) what each Of- 
iender Ihould pay, after making Submiflion, and 
promifing to oflFt^nd no more. The Recorder then 
gave them a very pertinent Exhortation* and hearing 
the Nottingham Mob was colIe6led again, fcnt two 
Conftables to guard me to my Lodgings, and order- 
ed them to give the People notice, that if any Man 
offered to affault me, he wauld immediately fend 
bim to Prifjn. Thus ended the troublefome affair 
at Newark. Since then ThtJVork of God has prof- 

Eered greatly. And a convenient Preaching Houfc 
ai been built, in which numerous Congregatioot 
meet without any Difiurbance. 

Thus have i given you a few imperfeA Hints of 
tbe manner wherein our Lord has dealt with me. 
My whole Life particularly (ince I have known 
fottiething of th<» Saving Power oi Religwn,.ha$ beeir 
attended all along with manifold Trials, a thoofand 
times more than 1 have related : yet has the LoRl> 
been Exceedingly Gracious to me, the ni6ft un* 
worthy of all His People. If I this moment law 
all thefufferings I have had for His Name's Sake ; 
if they were now fpread before me, ! would fay, 
" Lord, if thou wilt give me firength, I will 
now begin again, and thou ihalt add to them LionV 
Den«, and Fiery Furnaces, and by thy Grace 1 will 
go tbroogli them all." My Life^ though attended 
with ofmny Croffes, hat been a Life of Meixies. 

For more than twenty Years, 1 have rarely preach* 
ed the Cont rover fy between the Calvinifts and Af« 
i&inians. But my Judgment is fixt : 1 have no 
doubt, either of Christ's iafiing Death for Every 
Maitf or oi his being ablie and willing tofave io the 
uttermoft, all (hat come unto God through him I 
count it one of the greateft Favours, that he fttli aU 
hws mc to do a Uule %i^\2aiix u.«,ia an^^ 
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Mcaforewns the Httle which I am abk to fpeakin 

HIS NAMB. I beg I may be humble at His feet, 
all the Di^yz of my Life, and may be more and more 
like HiMWHOMmy Soul lovetb, till at laft I rei^Q 
with HIM in GLORY ! 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your willing, tho' unworthy 
Servant in the Gofpel, 

THOMAS tEE. 

October 50, m9. 

PRAYER. 

PRAYER was appointed to convey 
1 he Bke6sings God designed to give ; 
Long as they live should Christians,^rtf;(9 
For only while Jthey pray they live. 

The Christians Prayer *tis God indites. 
He speaks as prompted from within. 

The Spirit his petition writes, 

And Christ. receives and gives it ill. 

And wilt thou in dead silence lie, 

When Christ stands waiting for thy Prayer ? 
My Soul thou hast a Friend oh Higb^ 

Arise and try : thy Interest There. 

If Pains afflict, if Wrongs oppress, 

If Cares distract, if Fears dismay, 
If Guilt deject, if Sins distress. 

The Remedy's before thee— ^ray. 

It's Prayer supports the Soul that's weak, 
Though Thought be broken. Language lame^ 

Pr^y, if thou canst, or canst not speaDc, 
Gwtpray with faith in Jesus' Name. 

Depend on him, thou canst not fail, 
l^ake all thy Wants and Wishes known ; 

Fear not, his Merits must prevail, 
Jfk what thou wilt -It Shall be done. 
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I WAS bom iR the Year ij^S^.U^HarthilU in the 
Weft Riding of Yorkfliire, At four Yean of 
Age I had learned the Catcchifm,. and bad repeated 
it before the Minifter in the Chuich. 

About that lime, I had a narrow efcape { beinf 
near the Edge of a deep Pond, my Foot flipped^and 
I plunged in, but recovering inyTelf» I flruggli^d to 
the Side, and laying hold on fome weeds, got out, 
no one being near that could give me any affiftance. 

In the (ixth year, I had read the Bible through 
feveral timea, and other Books that came in my 
way; particuiifly the hifiory of the fuffcrin^s oi the 
Proteflanu, in the vailies of Piedmont; which fixed 
in me an averfion to the principles of the Church of 
Rome. Among the prafiical treatifes in this hifio- 
ry, was a Caveat aj^ainll dancing, wherein was aflrrt* 
cd, that Every fitp a danctr iakts.is a Jlepto htlU^ 
This fo afieAed me, that no inducement could ever 
prevail upon me to attend the dancing. fchool ; which 
1 elleem a fingular Mercy, as it prevented conoec« 
tions that might have proved very pernicious. 

One diiy 1 wantonly threw a done and killed a 
young bird, belonging to a Neighbour. Though no 
ore (dw roe, yet for fe veral nights I had little fl -ep. 
ThQ idta of ihe bird** tx'j\T\tv^\rv%'y:kti\R^^vV«<5u^h 
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my wickcdneft, filled mewithiaexpreflible anguifh. 
I would have gives a great deal to have reftored the 
little creature to life. Tears and Prayers to Goo 
for pardon, and promiles to offend him thus no 
more, was the only way wherein 1 found relief. 

My Parents taught me early the Fear of the Lord, 
as far as they knew ; and though their inftru£lions 
were tedious and irkfonie, yet they made an impref- 
Con on my mind that was never loQ, but often recur- 
red when I was alone, or in places of temptation. 

Our Minifter was a pious, venerable man, and per- 
formed his duty with a folemoity that oiten ilruck 
me with awe of the Divine Prefence : particularly 
when he- w^&Jl^ing the Burial Service. I frequent- 
ly had a diilJpj|prorpe£l of Judgment and Eternity. 
I was agreeafi^ affc£i'ed with Thunder and Light- 
ning. It fiiMd me with a fenfe of God's MajeRy 
and power : for which reafon I would get intheMid^ 
of ir, thoDgh ever fo dreadful, if I was not preVetfts* 
ed, that I might enjoy the whole report, and fee'the 
full blaze. 

In my feventh year, I loft all relifli Lor Learning, 
and contrafted feveral evil habits. The two follow- 
ing years, my time at School was fpent to little pur* 
pofe ; part of this I attribute to the being too early 
taught to read, and too clofe application to it : and 
part to the want of a proper Mailer, who could fuit 
my Genius and engage myCuriofity forufeful KnowU 
edge. But my Mdfter dying, and being fucceeded 
by one whofe ability and method were adapted to 
my capacity, 1 foon recovered my third for Learn- 
ing, and made confiderable Improvement therein. 

Before I was well able to carry a Gun, 1 was fond 
cf ffaeoting ; till being out one day in the Fields, my 
Gun went off at half cock, and was within a very lit* 
lie of killing my Brother ; this filled me with fuch 
horror, that 1 could not enduie tha^t. ^TAXCwfe 

X 
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Whf n I wi< about ten years of age, God began 
to revive H i s Work of Grace in and about ShefieM; 
the rumour of which fpread into our Village, and 
occafioned ferious R<:fl?£lions in the minds of nra* 
ny. One Evening, as 1 was heaikening to the con- 
vcrfdtion of my Parents, on that Subj 3, I waa 
Arock with an obfervation they made, That Prayer 
%ras nothing, unlefs ihc Mind Avas 'fiayed on Goi>. 
At Night, when I repeated my cudomary Prayers, 1 
vatchfd my thoughts narrowly, and fc;on fou^d tliat 
they wandered from the Lord all the time. Thii 
difcovery deeply afil'fled nfic; I ftrove with all my 
might to think on God as being prefent, feeing and 
bearing me; and after repeated efforts, tbro' Grac^, 
I prevailed. I now began to dcligVt'in Thiiits : to 
jfv^y fervently ^T\^ fe$lingly, wither without a Form, 
and many times the Lord anfwered me iti fuch a 
manner as cicaiiy convinced me of HIS Omnifcience 
and Ontntpreience. 1 read the Bible with pleafure 
and profit; the SafFerings of Christ filled me with 
wonder and gratitude, as I now underllood that H£ 
endured them all for my fins, and to favc my Soul 
froaj Eiernai Deilru61ioH. Reading in the thirty- 
ninth Article, that Juflificaiion was by Faith, len- 
deavoured to call my Soul upon the Lord in the 
befl manner I was able, and at times was perfuaded 
that be had forgiven all my trefp-^fTes. Though I 
had never heard any of the Methodiil Preachers, yet 
from that time I felt an efteem for them \ and not- 
wiih (landing they were loaded with all manner of 
Repioach, and reprefentrd in the moft deteftable 
light, thofe calumnies only incrcafed my regard for 
them, becaufe 1 underftood that true Chriftians, in 
all former Age», had met with the fame tieatment 
from the World. 

Having acquired all the Learning that was taught 
9t a Country School, my Friends began to think of 
putuDg mc to fome bu&iiet^, da^^ to a 
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Bookfellef's Shop, in a. nei^ibouring market Town, 
I got acquainted with him, and my Friends accept- 
ing of his propofal, 1 foon after went. with him to. 
bis place of refidence This introduced me into 
company, and expofed me to temptations I never 
knew before ; and yet the Spirit of God flrove with- 
roe more than ever : almoft every Night 1 was call- 
ed to a drift account by that Inward Monitor, and 
reproved for the faults of the Day ; and 1 could feU 
dom fleep, till with Prayers and tears I had implor* 
ed Mercy« and in fome degree obtained it from the 
Lord : and in this maooer I went oo for about a 
Year. 

I hsd often been perplexed with the Doflrine of 
PredeiltnatioQ, but now the. tempter drew me infsrii* 
fibly into it ; he continually fugsefied. That if 1 was 
to be fdved, I certainly fliould, uve as I lift; but if 
I was ordained to be damned, there was no remedy ; 
God himself could not favemc; and therefore it 
was mere folly to give myfelf fo much concern about 
it. But although thefe fuggeftions tended to ftupi- 
fy my Confcience, and harden my Heart, yet I was 
more uneafy than ever. The Methodiils at that time 
were few and feeble; they had feldom any travelling 
Preachers ; I fometimes attended their Prayer Meet* 
ings, and often followed them up and down the 
Town, hoping they would turn and fpeak to me ; 
but none took any notice of me. 1 was left alone to 
firuggle with fin and Satan. 

One day hearing a Preacher was to be there, I at- 
tended : but he did not come. Upon this, one of 
the Local Preachers, who was then a Calvinifi, gave 
an Exhortation : in which he fairly repeated the 
words that fatan had fo often fuggefied to me, viz. 
that if we were to be faved, we could not pofEbly 
peiilb ; and if we were to be damned, there was no 
heJp for us. This made a deep impreflfion^ andcaa« 
Skimed dll thM the devil hsid been ^ic4c)tw\x\4 ts^"^ 
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for years. I believed the Horrible Doflrine, mi 
from that tiine determined to give myfelf as little 
trouble as pof&ble about Religion. 

Being furrounded with Books, I read the firfl that 
eamc to band ; HiAories, novels, plays, and ronsan* 
ces, by dozens ; but ibey only pleafed while ray eyes 
%i'ere upon them, and afterwards furniOied matter for 
a thoufand vain imaginations. I then read the Ixvea 
of the Heathen Philofophers, with admiration, and 
determined to copy after them. I pcrfefled myfelf 
io Georociry and Trigonoroeiry ; then 1 learned Ma- 
caulcy'^s fhort-hand ; foon after, Geography and Af- 
troncmy, together with Botany, Anatomy, Phyfic, 
and feveral branches of Natural Philofophy. Once 
I intended fludying the Law, and read a mat dealin 
the Statutes at large, and other Law Booxs : but the 
fubjcfl was too dry and un^ntcrtatnirg for one of my 
defuitory difpofition. I could recolleft reading o- 
vcr three hundred Volumes, of one kind or another 
(fome of them were large folio*) before I was fixteen 
years old. My paflionfor Books was infatiable. I 
frequently read till ten or eleven o'clock at night, 
and began again at four or five o'clock in the morn- 
ing ; nor bad I patience to eat my Meat, unlefs 1 h9d 
a Book before me. 

But about this time I was weary of the Shop, and 
entered the Printing Office. This cpcncd a xew 
fcene of things, which pleafed me for a feafon. I 
was deterfT.ined to be a complete mailer of my Bu« 
finefs, and in about two years was able to accomplIQi 
njy Day s Work in fix hours, fo tbat 1 had much 
time upon my hands for ftudy and recreations. Ona 
Summer 1 wts an Angler, and attended the Rivers 
early every morning ; but this, after a few months 
trial, brought me neither pleafure nor profit. The 
h^xt Summer I commenced Fiorift, took a Garden, 
was paffionaitly fond of Auriculas, Polyanthofes,&c. 
Jiut ibiSf too, toon grew iufi^xd ; h^^^vucCs. wait oot 
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to be found in thefe purfuits. In the mldfi of my 
reading I niei wiih fome deiftic^l Authors ; 1 read 
and reafoned, till the Bible grew not only dull, but, 
1 thought, iull of coniradidions. I daggered firft 
at the Divinity of Christ ; and at iengib gave up 
the Bibl« alioge.her, and funk into fatalifm and de« 
ifro. 

This new light promlfed great fatii{a£iion. I 
tboDght myfelf much wifer than others ; but alas, it 
foon led into a dreary labyrinth ! My ideas of God 
and Religion, were qaiie coafoonded ; I felt the ^ 
wretchednefs of my Heart, but could difcover oo 
way to efcape from it. 

About the age of eighteen, the nianagement of the 
Printing OfEce fell to my fbare. i had a weekly 
News Paper to publifh, all the Paragraphs to fcleft 
from the public Prims, the Advenifen^ents to pre- 
pare, the Prefs to corre6l, and the Journeymen and 
Apprentices to fuperintend. This flattered my van- 
ity, increafed my native pri le, and confequently led 
me further from God. I then fought happinefs in 
card playing; but alter repeated trials, it appeared 
fuch a (illy wafie of time, and fo oppofite to com. 
mon fenfe, that I was obliged to give it up. Twice 
or thrice I got into Compiny, and was intoxicated . 
with liquor ; but in the oiidil of this folly I faw its 
madnefs, and turned from it with abhorrence* . I 
likewife faw its ruinous confequences in thofet was 
daily furrounded with. However, I hoped a Horfe. 
race was a more manly and rational Amufement : I 
therefore attended the Races at Doncader, with the 
nioft flattering expe£lation ol the happincfs I fliould 
find that week. The firft day vaniflied away with- 
out any fatisfaflion } the fecond was ftiil worfe: as 
I palTed through the Company, dej^:^ted and difap- 
pointed, it occurred to my mind, '* What is alLihis 
immenfe Muhitucle affsmblcd here for ? To fee ^ 
lew Horfw gaJJop iwg or ihrte v\va^^ iq>\^^ 
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Courfe, 85 if the devil was both in tbem and their 
Kiders ! Certainly we are all mad ; we are fii for 
Bcdidm, if we imagine that the Almighty made 
us for no other purpofe but to feek happinefs in fucb 
fenfelcfs amufemenis !" 1 was aOiamed and confoun- 
ded, and determined never to be feen there anjr 
iBore. 

When I was twenty years old, I was glad of the 
opportunity of feeing London. I went up lull of 
the moft fanguine exportation of finditig the happi. 
^ nefs 1 was in fearch of, and ihereiore lofi no time in 
feeing and hearing every thing new and curious that 
I could gain accefs to. But new things qaickly 
grew old, and the repeated fight of ihem foon prov« 
ed difguflful. No bjppincfs follo^ved, butanunac* 
cct]Ridble angulfh ol Spirit, whenever I attended ta 
the fen rations of my own mind. Then I would glad- 
ly have travelled into any part of Europe or Amev. 
ica, hoping a continual change of fcenes would fau 
i^fy me. Bin it was war time, and I could not em- 
bark for Holland wi hout a P«fl*porl from the Sccre* 
tary of State, which I did not know how to procure. 

At length I refolved to try if Religion would af« 
fold me any reliel. 1 went to feveral places of Wor* 
(hip, bur even this -as in vain : there was fomething 
dull and difagrrcable, wherever I turned my eyef, 
aod 1 kraew not that the malady was in myfelf. At 
length I found Mr. Whitfield's Chapel, in Totten- 
ham Court- Ro:id, and was agreeably entertained with 
kis manner of preaching ; his Difcourfes were fo 
engaging, that when 1 retired to my Lodgings, I 
vroie down the fubftance of them in my Journal, 
and frequently read them over with pleafurc; bul 
fiill nothing re.iched my cafe, nor had I any Li^kt 
into the date of my Soul. Meantime on the week 
NigbvS I went to the Theatre^ ; nor cou!d I dilcern 
any difference between Mr. Whitfield's treaching 
Bad ZeeMg a good tragedy. 
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Being now weary of every thing, and every place 
being equal to me, (For I carried about with me a 
mind that was never at reil) 1 embraced the invita- 
tion o( my Friends, and returned into the Coantry. 
1 was kindly received, and folicited to enter into bu* 
finefs for myfeli. But refle£ling that I was young 
and inexperienced, 1 declined the offer, and engaged 
with a perfon to manage his Printing- Office. I was 
now in an agrecdble fuuation. I wanted for nothing, 
1 had more money than I knew what to do with.— 
Yet notwithflanding I was as wretched as I could 
live, without knowing eiiher the caufc of ihii mife« 
ry, or any way to elcape. 

I hid now for fome Years attempted to regulate ray 
condu£l according to Reafon ; but alis i I flood 
condemned in a thoufand inflances, even at the .bar 
of that partial Judge* From my infancy I was ex« 
ceeding paflionate ; and this evil grew upon me, and 
caufed bitter refle£lions on various occafions. I knew 
that Anger was a Paroxyfm of Madnefs, that it was 
contrary to Reafon in every refpeft ; 1 therefore 
guarded againfl it with all my might. Sometimes I 
conquered ; and thofe tranfient Vi£lories greatly 
pleaied me ; but if an uocxpe£led Temptation fud- 
dcnly occurred, all my Refolutions were but as a 
thread of fijx before the Fire ; and my behaviour was 
more like that of an enraged wild Beail, than of a 
Rational Creature. Sometimes, when among face- 
tious Company, I endeavoured to catch iheir fpirit. 
But in the midft of levity I had a dread upon me — 
Experience taught me that their Laughier was Mad. 
nefs. As foon as 1 returned to fober Thoughts, I 
found my feigned Mirth left a melancholy upon my 
mind. And this was fucceeded either by ftorms of 
Paffion, or an aveifion even to Life. During this 
dark night of ApoHacy, 1 loft all remembrance of 
God's former Goodn^fs. 1 wandered to diflVrent 
pl*ces of Religious Weilh'p, hui t\ifiv^iKax 
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matter every where to be dirgafted ; at length I for* 
fook them all« and on Sundays confined myfelf to my 
Room, or retired to the center of a neighfiouring 
Wood. Here 1 confidered, with the clotell atten- 
tion 1 was able, the Arguments for and againft deir«n. 
I would gladly have given credit to the Chriflian 
Revelation, but could not. My reafon leaned to the 
wrong fide, and involved me in endlefs perplexities. 
I likewife endeavoured to fortify myfelf with (IroDg* 
er arguments and firmer Refolutions againfl my evil 
Tempers ; tor fince 1 could not be a Chriftian, I 
wiflied however to be a good moral Heathen. In- 
ternal atiguifh frequently compelled me to fupplicate 
the Divine BfiiNG for NUrcy and Truth \ I fei- 
dom gave over till my Heart was melted, and 1 felt 
fomething of God's prefence. But I retained thofe 
Gracious Imprejffiens oiAy for a Oiort time. 

Being employed in abridging and printing the 
Life of Eugene Arum, who was hung in Chains at 
Knarfborough, for Murder, 1 obferved that by 
tenfe application he attained to a prodigious Knowl- 
edge in the Sciences and Languages, I was fo en- 
gaged with this account, that I determined oa the 
fame acquifitions : vainly imagining, that as I had 
the defire, fo I had the capacity to learn every thing. 
While I was mufing upon thefe matters, and fixing 
the plan for my future proceedings, the following 
thoughts fattened upon my mind, and broke in piec 
cs all my fchemes. The Wifdom of this World 
is Foolifhaefs with God. What did this Man'i 
Wifdom profit him ? It did not fave him from be« 
log a thief, and a murderer ; no, nor from attempting 
even his own Life. True IVifdom is fooliflinefs with 
Mtn. He that will be wife, muft firft become a fooi» 
that be may be wife 1" 1 was hke a man awakened 
out of fleep. 1 was ailonifhed. I tell myfelf wrorg. 
I was conicious I bad been purfuing a vain (hadow ; 
and that God only could direfl me into the Right 
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fath. I therefore applied to him with tarntji im^ 
t>oriunity^ intreating him lo fliew roc the True Way 
to Happinefs ; which 1 was determiaed to follow, 
however difficult or ddngerous. 

Juft at this tiroe a Work of Grace broke out in the 
Village where I was born, through the Labours of a 
p'erfon Remarkably Zealous for the Caufeof God. 
My Mother, in particular, was deeply C0Dvtn9ed of 
the Truth, which (he foon experienced, and retained 
the Life and Power thereof to her dying Day. She 
was much concerned for me, hoping ii 1 could be 
brought among Religious Perfon;;, 1 (hould, like* 
Wfife, foon be convinced. She therefore, by an ^Zm 
fuaintauce, intreated me to converfe with the Meth* 
xli&s. i anfwered, ** If my Mother defires it I 
Mfill vl&t them with all my Heart.** The firft time 
[ entered a Mt^thodift's Houfe, they went to Prayer 
with roe^ and for me, a confiierable time. 1 looked 
upon them as well meaning, ignorant People, and 
thought no more about the matter. In a few days 
;hcy defired 1 would come and fee them again.— 
Confidering it was my Mother^s requeft, 1 wwit, 
vuhout hefttation. I found four or five Perfons in 
he houfe, with whom I difputed about Religion for 
Tome hours, till 1 had fairly wearied them. They 
aboured to convince me, that I vcM a Sinner, and 
n danger of Eiernal Death, if I did not repent and. 
'eturn to God, Thefc were fubjefts 1 had no kind 
>t idea of ; and as their Arguments were only fup* 
>orted hy Scripture, for which 1 had very little re- 
gard, all they faid made not the leaA imprelBon. 

As I wai about to withdraw, not a little elevated 
ariih my imaginary Viftory, one of the Company 
lefired to afk me a few ejueflions, the firft was, •* Are 
fou happy ?" My countenance ioftantly fell, and £ 
inf wered from the diftaies of my Confcience, ** No 
(he then enquired, if I was not defirous of finding 
Happinefs ? I replied, it hadbecutu^ ^^xWwv^'iX 
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fincc ^ could remember ; that 1 was willing to oV- 
Uin it on any terms, and that I had fought for it ev. 
ery way I could think of, but in vain. She then 
fliewed me the True Way of obtaining th* Happinejs 
1 wanted, affurinc mc it I fought the Lord with all 
my Heart 1 (hoiiTd certainly find in HIM that Peace 
and Pleafure which the World could not beftow.— 
Every word funk deep into my mind ; and from 
that moment 1 never loft my Convi&ions^ nor my 
Refoluiion to be truly devoted to God. 

I immediately broke of all ConneCVion with 
my CompanioDS ; threw my ufelefs Booki into the 
fire ; and fought the Lord with cll my might. I 
foon difcovered the importance of the Scriptures ; 
that there was no other Revelation.of the DiviNl 
Will to Mankind ; that I mull credit the Truth 
contained therein, however oppofite they- appeared 
to my own vitiated Reafon. I found my Reafon 
had been deceived and corrupted by the fuggefiiont 
of an enemy, and that I could trail it no more, till it 
was renewed by Grace : that my Memory was filled 
with a train of falfe ideas, every moment prefenting 
themfelves, and leading me irom GoD ; and that 
my Underftanding was totally dark, till Diznne lilu* 
mination fhould vifit me. 

Reading Mr. Hervey's Dialogues, this Light 
fhone upon sie, and I was much delighted with the 
difcovery of the Divinity of Christ, and the 
Atonement which HE made for Sinners. About this 
time 1 heard Mr. Fugil preach ; his idifcourfe was. 
fuited to one in my ftate, and the power of my evil 
rrafonings was fufpended while he defcribed the 
Work of Grace in the Soul. I faw the Way of Juf- 
tificatxon and Full Sanctification fo clearly, 
that I could trace the Path as if it had been a Road 
delineated in a Map. 

The next diicoverv I had was the hardnefs of my 
HedTi : this called off my ^ivtuuoti kooi every thing 
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elfe : neither Fears nor Joys, Heaven or hell made 
any impreffion on it : I often thought that Satan 
himfelt could not poiTibly have a more obdurat)B 
'Heart. I found it was full of Pride^ Ambition, An* 
gtr. Evil defire, Unbeliefs and every thing that was 
vile and vain. Being invited to join the Society^ I 
gleklly ^tnbraced the opportunity, and found much 
eBcourag^ment to fee^ the Lord, dotwithftanding 
t\\ the wfetchedhefs 1 felt in myfelf. 

Attending to the Experience of the People, I ob- 
ferved that almoft all of them, during the time df 
ConviSion^ were exercifcd with horrible Fears and 
Terrors ; and thence 1 concluded, it was neceffary I 
ihouid have the farme. For at that time I did not 
know, that frequently, thofe diftra (ling Terrors were 
from the enemy, in order to drive the SonlintodeC 

Eair. I therefore ufed every method to bring my. 
^If under dreadful Apprehenfions : hoping this 
ivotfid break my ftobboro Heart : but I coula never 
find, that kind of Experience. After feveral weeks 
-flruggling with this Obduracy, at lad I refigned my- 
felf to the "Lord, when he was pleafed to regard 
tfiy diftrefs ; and while W. Brammah was at Prayer, 
the fofining Power of Grace defcendedand removed 
\\kt jldny Heart, 

I now found a Great Change in my Mind, but it 
was not complete ; for I had no Confcioufnefs of 
the Pardon of fin, which 1 was convinced was the 
privilege oi The Children of God : therefore I could 
not conclude myfeli juflified : however, I began to 
feck for that Bluffing with all diligence : many diffi. 
culties occurred in the way The old train of per- 
nicious ideas continually prefented themfelves : I 
could not meditate a moment without finking into 
deifm : and I was equally embarrafled with the doc« 
trine of predeftination. Indeed their c«>nne3ion 
Teemed infepjirable ; I could not by. any means dif- 
^io one from the other* Ani \ le-p^^v^^Vj 
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that the moment I fuficred my mind to embrace eitk 
er of them/ I loft fight of God, and plunged into 
hlackntfs of darknefs. The Wietchcdnefs 1 then felt 
was infupportable, accompanied with fuggtjlions t0 
blafpktme^ or to eriibr^ce athcifm. After many fore 
coofli£ls, the Lord fllewed me a Path by which I 
might efcape ; and that was, by Jlaying my Mind yp- 
cn HIM, and ceafing from thefe Reafonin^s. This 
I found was a fa(e, though painful Path : it equally 
mortified my proud Reafon, and vain imaginations. 
While Graa'jKJ Pr^m?/^j occurred, and encouraged 
me to follow on to know the Lord. Now I began 
to look up for the Pardon of fin ; I faw that it was 
porchafed by Christ, and that God gave iiy>^tf/y; 
that no Works or Sufferings of mine, could in the 
leaft degree merit this BleJ/ing ; but that ii: was to 
be received by Faith. 

But here again I was greatly embarrafTed ; the 
Scripture univerfally tedintd that 1 muft believe or 
perilh ; my Friends were continually urging me to 
believe and I (hould be faved. Upon clofe examina* 
tion I found that I did believe every Truth in the 
Bible ; yet this did not bring a fenfe of Juftifecation. 
And 1 durft not think that God was reconciled to 
me, when 1 was confciousof the contrary. But the 
Lord foon brought me out of this dilemma, by 
(howing roe, that to forgive tvas His Prerogative ; 
and to believe, was my Duty. This believing for 
Salvation, I found was a diflinCl thing from be- 
lieving I was faved ; I found it implied, the lifting 
up of my Heart to the Lord, in Ftrvcnt Prayer^ 
looking to HIM with a fingle eye and ileady aim ; 
without evil reafonings, or vain wanderings ; cleav- 
ing to HIM with all my ftrength; cajling my Soul 
upon HIS Mercy ^ and. depending uponii\% prom* 
yes. 

While I per fitted in this, I found I was faved from 
many £vils, and The G:eat_BUJJing I had in view was 
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often near : fometimes I could lay hold on it for a 
moment, and found Peace and Joy ; but I had been 
fo long habituated teunbeltet, that it often rofe ijpon* 
taneoufly and overturqed all my Confolatisn, I had 
therefore to renew my efforts hourly, and to rife as 
fpeedy as poffible trom every fall. In this exercife 
1 continued about two months. Many times I loft 
my way by too fcrupuloufly regarding the ExperU 
ence of others, yet I had never u}und any thing like 
defpair, unlefs I wilfully reafoned royfelf into it : 
nor could I attain to any deep terrors, which were 
too much infilled on, as a neceflary branch of Con* 
vidion. I likewife formed wrong id^|^of Juftifi* 
cation : I wanted fome GrcAt Work ranbe wrought 
upon me, that I might have fomething very remark- 
able to boa ft of. And therefore, when the Lord 

Sently drew near, and manitefted his Peace in a fmall 
egree, I rejefted it with difpleafure. I even con- 
tended with the Lord, till he (Irongly imprefled 
upon my mind thefe words, *• I will bring the Blind 
by a way that they know not ; I will lead them in 
Patiis that they have not known ; I will make dark- 
nefs Light before them, and crooked things ftraigbt: 
thefe things will I do unto them, and not forfake 
them." I was now convinced of the neceffity of re- 
ceiving, with Thankfulnefs, the fmallefl tokens of the 
Divine Favour; and that I muS fuffer, with Child- 
like ficnjplicity, the LoRD to lead me in HIS own* 
W^iy. This was foon foll6vved by a Clear manij(fta^ 
tion of Pardoning M^rcy, that excluded a// doubts, 
temptations, and tears, accompanied with a J^oy un* 
fpcakallty and JuU of Glory. 

I continued p«|iifing a Reconciled Go ly for fome 
days. The happinefs 1 felt carried me above every 
difficulty. 1 could difcern arid rcjeft the firft ap- 
proach of temptation, I now thought, my Moun- 
tain was fo ftrong, 1 (hould never he mo^^d, V^\^ 
not know that 1 fhould meet viuVi ^ti^ m'^x^ — 
r 
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Indoed I expe£led to go right Tor ward to Heaven, la 
a (hort time, My mind had been fointenfely enga- 
ged in feeking Pardon, that I bad quite forgot there 
was a further IVork of Grace io be wrought in me« 
But the Lord did not fuflfer me to remain long un« 
der that miftake ; H £ foon difcovered the remains of 
the Cdrnal Mind, and the neceflity of its removal : 
I had fcarce begun earncRIy to feek after that Blcf- 
Gng, before the tempter returned with double rage. 
1 faw an invaluable Privilege before me, but the way 
was difficult ; a thoufand arguments were prefented 
to difcourage my purfuit. 

Once I loft the Peace of GoD, by attending to a 
Difccorfa limich fet Juftification exceeding high, 
confounding it with Full San£kification. Viewing 
myfelf in this falfc Glafs, and not finding I had all 
the Marks which the Preacher faid belonged to one 
Born of God, I fell into the fnare of Satan; gave 
up my Shield, and fuffered myfelf to be perfuaded 
that all I had experienced of the Goodnefs of God, 
was a mere delufion. For fome hours 1 was in as 
deep diftrefs as 1 had ever known. And I faw bo 
way to efcape, but by returning to the Lord ia 
Faith ; who then difcovered and broke the fnare. 

I had fuffered fo much by evil reafonings on ma- 
ny occafions ; but now 1 was determined to ufe 
double vigilance againll them. Yet the enemy fug- 
gefted to roe, •* 1 bou mayeft now take thy time; 
thou art a Child of God ; and if once in Christ, 
always in Christ \ as for full Sanflification, it will 
be accomplifhed fome time or oiher ; perhaps ia 
the article of death, GoD has begun the Work, 
and HE will finifh it; therefore i;|^e rfiy eafe, and 
enjcy thy prefent comfort." But I faw, whether 
thefe were true or falfe arguments, the conclufion 
W2S de.idly. Therefore I rejecled the fuggeftions, 
with all my might, and determined to be wholly de« 
foted io God, 
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In the midfi of great exercifes of mind, through 
manifold temptations, I omitted no opportunity of 
Exhorting all about me, to flee from the Wrath to 
come. God was pleafed to fmile upon my weak 
endeavours, and to make me infiruRiental in the con- 
verfion of feveral. Afterwards 1 was convinced I 
ought to a£l ina more public manner ; but I faw the 
danger of being too forward, as well as of being too 
backward, and was enabled to keep from both ex- 
tremes. When an opportunity offered of giving an 
Exhortation in any oi the neighbouring Societies, I 
did it with much fear and trembling ; buti durR not 
fhuQ the Crofs. Indeed I laboured under great dif- 
advantages. Through a natural impediment in my 
Speech, I could not eaflly pronounce feveral words : 
and it was a confiderable time before I could con- 
quer, or fubflitute others in their place. I hoped my 
acquaintance with Authors on moil fubje£ls might be 
of fome ufe to me : but I was greatly mi (taken ; my 
mind was in a fituation that forbade all kind of me* 
, ditatiom If I attempted any £uch thing, 1 was in- 
itantly filled with my old deiftical ideas again. I 
was therefore neceflitated to flay my thoughts upon 
the LoRB, and to follow his Light and Truth, as 
they fhone upon me. What knowledge I had ac- 
quired, while in the fpirit of apoftacy from God, I 
was obliged to throw away, as altogether ufelefs. 

After fome time, a fcene opened which was botk 
painful and profitable : we took an old Chapel, in a 
neighbouring Village, the inhabitants of which, in 

feneral, differed very little from the favage Indians, 
lere I frequently preached to large Congregations, 
and met with plenty of Perfecution lor my pains : 
but it was not unexpeAed, and I was detet mined tp 
iland xi though it ihould cod me my lite. 

One time a Popifh gentleman hired fome men to 
pull ne out of the pulpit ; though I was ignorant oE 
their dcfign^ I providentially fixed my eyeu^^xaLvfeiaaL 
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it foon as tbey came in« They were coDfoundcd. 
and fiaycfd peaceably till the fervice was over. Some, 
times the mob revenged themfelves on the door and 
windows, throwing whatever came next to hand ; and 
then followed us through the (Ireet with mire and 
dirt. At an adjoining Village, where I was to preachy 
fome bad engaged a mad man ; and to qualify him 
more perfe&ly for the work, had made him drank; 
He came aimed with a large club, and ragingin amoft 
furious manner. I was waiting calmly for the event 
when the man's wife came, and having endeavoured 
in vain to perfuade bitn to go away, fell into vio* 
lent fits. Seeing this, he inllantly became as quiet 
as a Lamb, and we returned without the leaft ioju* 

Soon after, I entered into the moll afflifiing Dif« 
penfation I had ever known, which continued three 
months. I gradually funk into unaccountable an« 
guifh ol mind, as if the Powers ot darkncfs furroun* 
ded me without intermiflion. Sometimes fuch a hor« 
ror penetrated my whole Soul, as if I had commit* 
ted fome atrocious crime, and was inftantly to Hand 
before the Great Jtidge to receive the fentence ol 
Eternal Damnation. Very often 1 cxpeQed inftanc 
Death ; my whole frame feemed juft didohMng. In 
the midfl of all, I found the Grace of GoD wasfuf* 
ficient to fupport me under it ; my confcience wa« 
free ffom condemnation ; and 1 fiw this diilrefs was 
part natural, and part diabolical I Hill kept cleav* 
ing to the Lord, and ftayed my mind upon HIM s 
the Cloud broke, and my former Peace returned.*-- 
I found fomething daily dying within me, but what 
It was 1 could not tell. When I was at the loweft. 



the Life of God for three months more, I vms then 
one evening meeting my Band, when the Power of 
the Lord defcended in an uncommon manner, and 
I believtd he had purified my Heart. At firit 1 re« 
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'Je6ed it through a ferife df my tinworthinefs. But 
the Witncfs again returned. 1 confidered, *• What 
have I either done or fuffered, that could induce the 
Lord to fliew me this Great Mercy ?'* And 1 wa* 
«pon the point of giving up again, when it occurred 
to my mind, " By Grace ye are /atred through Faith, 
and that not 0/ your/elws, it is the Gift of Gob; 
not of Works\ lefi any man Jkould boajl'* 1 was then 
' conftrained to acqaiefce, and faid, fince k is fo, will 
llold fad, if I cao. 

The next morning 1 awoke in fuch Power arwl 
Peace as I bad never known, and the Prorrtifes in the 
•latter part of the 30th chapter of Ezekiel were ap- 
plied in fuch a manner as left no doubt but the 
Lord had wrought that Great Change in me. Nav- 
erthelefs, it was not in the manner I expefked. I 
fuppOfcd a Soul faved from all fin, iii^ould be a Great, 
■Wije^ ^nd Gloriaus Creature; whereas, I found my- 
felf injinitely little, and mean, and hafe ; I had fuch 
-a difcovery of my own nothingnefs, as humbled me 
to the duft continually. I felt myfelf as ignorant 
and helplefs as an Infant, and knew 1 could not ftand 
a moment without the Divine Aid. Nor did I find 
fuch overflowing Joys as 1 expetled, but only an e. 
Ten perm nem peace, which kept my Heart in the 
Knowledge and Love of God. 

Meantime feveral Scriptures were opened t© me 
at once : and I found a Delightful Reli/h for the 
whole. But ftill I found Knowledge in Divine 
Things was to be acquired gradual ly> thro* Patient 
Labour ; and that even this was limited : Go& giv- 
ing no more than was oeceiTdry, and at fuch times 
•as &z pleafed. 

I walked in this Liberty fome months, till one iiy 
I met with a circumdance which grieved mi;. 1 at- 
tended too much to the Temptation, and was not in. 
wardly watchful ; fo before I was aware, theTempu 
atioa took place inny Heart, andl Covxwdm^^^VVvok* 
y 2 



VjO Experience trf " 

gry for a moment or two. And I oever ezpefied to 
fee] this evil any more, my diftrers was inconcciTa* 
ble for three or four bours ; the Enemy fuggefting 
that I was now an Apoflate from the Pure Lovx of 
God, and could never be reflored. I cried mighti* 
ly to the Lord, and he dlfcovered the device of 
the enemy, and healed the Wound that bad been 
made. H e likewife (hewed me, that as I had receiT- 
ed Christ Jesus, fo I muA walk in him ; that 
the fame Faith by which I entered into Reft, muft be 
continued, in order to be eftabliihed in that Liberty^ 

The Conference being at Leeds in the Year 1769, 
I attended with a defign of edifying by the poblic 
Difcourfes and private Converfation of the Preach* 
crs. And herein I had abundant reafon to.be fati&fi- 
ed. Mr. Wed: y's Sermons were in a peculiar man- 
ner calculated ior eftablifliing me in whatl had late* 
]y experienced. During the Conference, it appear- 
ed there wanted feveral more Preachers as Iiineranif, 
in Different Circuits. My Friends propofed me for 
one, and afked if I had any objeQion. As I was re- 
figncd to any ftation Providence feemed to point 
out, I fubmitted to the Judgment of my Brethren. 
Being admitted on Trial. I returned home to fettle 
my affjirs ; and in the latter end of Feb. 1763, I 
went into the Ddles Circuit 

When I got to Darlington, the Town was in an 
uproar, occafioned by George Bcil's Prophefy.-^ 
That day, according to his prediflion, the World 
was to be deftroyed. Many People were much 
frightened ; but their fears foon gave place to re« 
fentment, and they threatened to pull down the 
Houfe, and burn the firft Preacher that came. How# 
ever, confidcring that God was all fufficient, I told 
Mrs. Ofwald, if (he would venture the Houfe, I 
would venture royfelf. Notice being given for 
preaching, the place was foon filled with People, rude 
tnoi}gh. Providentially I found in the Newcaflle 
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ptper a pmgrapb, wherein Mr. Wefley difavowed 
all connexion with Mr. Bell, and all credit to hia 
prophefy. This I read to the People, which inftanU 
ly foieted them, and they attended patiently to the 
cod of the Meeting. A poor Backflider was that 
night cut to the Heart, and roared out io a tremend* 
out manner. But (hortly after he found Mercy, 
and died in Peace. 

In this Circuit I found feveral Societies of (incere 
People : 6ui many of them were ftttled upon their 
Lees: thofe who had obtained Juftificatioti were 
reftin^ in their pad Experience, and had little ex- 

rsfiation of being faved from inward fin, till death. 
fpoke llrongly of Full Salvation, and Goo 

Eve the Word fuccefs. Several were fiirred up to 
for Purity of Heart, and others were convinced 
of fin. Mr. Samuel Meggot, a zealous, pious 
Preacher, was my Fellow- Labourer, in whom I 
foand the affefiion of a Parent. Meeting me one 
day in the Dales, he faid, You mud make h»fte to 
Barnard- Callle ; the People are all in confufion ; 
fix or ieven of them have found Full Sandijication^ 
and the reft are tearing one another to pieces about 
it." When I got to the Town, I found many were 
not a little prejudiced againft me, as a fetter forth of 
flrange Do£lrines. I attempted to preach among 
them, but could find no Liberty ; I met the Socie* 
ty, but it was ftill the fame. I was juft going to 
conclude, when in an inilant, the Power ot God 
defcended in a wonderful manner. The Afiembly 
were all in tears, fome praifing God for Pardoning 
Mercy, and others for Purifying Grace. And even 
thofe who could not yet underiland this New Doc* 
trine, were conftrained to fay, " If we do not believe 
it, we will never fpeak againft it any more." The 
fnare of the enemy was eiFe£lually broken ; and 
from that t:me the Work fpread, not only through 
the Town, butalfo into the Neighbo\]kcvu^S<^^veCv».^ 
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We feldom had any Mseting, public or private, but 
fome were cither Convinced^ jfHft^fi^d, or Saved from 
all fin. 

The Society io Wear-Dale conrtfted of thirty.fix 
Membrrs. But on Sabbath, at two o*c)ock, the 
Divine P^zt/^r defceaded upon the Affembly ; fix 
Per Tons, one after another dropped down, and as 
foon as they came to themfelves, cried oat for Mer- 
cy. The If^ork from that time revived and fpread 
through the dififsrent parts of the Dale, and the So- 
ciety was foon doubled in its number : many of 
whom fland to this day^ 

In other places, the People were remarkably Ilve^ 
}y, and many were added to the Societies. I con- 
tinued in this Circuit till July, 1764, having the fat* 
isfafiory evidence that 1 was a6liDg in a ftation fuit* 
ab!e to the defign of Providence. 1 his greatly fup- 

Eorted me in the various difiiculties that onavoida- 
ly occurred. Indeed lexer-v^d myfelf much above 
my ftrength, both i:. Preaching and Travelling, of- 
ten venturing io tempeftuous Weather, over tbofc 
Dreary Fells, when even ths Mountaineers them- 
feves durft not. 1 was iroquently in danger of be- 
ing fwallowed up in the bogs, or carried away by the 
Torrents. Sometimes I have rode over Vallieft 
where the Snow was eight or ten feet deep, for two 
or three Furlongs together. When the Danger 
was mod imminent, I not only found a calm Reag- 
nation, but a folid rejoicing ia the GO0 of mfSalm 
vation. 
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To THB Rbt. Mb. JOHK WESLEY, 
Motcombi near Sbaftibuiyi Aug. di, ITM* 
Reverend Sir, 

[AM a Perfon who hts neither Ability nor inclu 
nation to fay much of mylelf ; being defirous to 
>e little and unknown. 

Nevertbelefs, if this fiiort account ot the Mercy 
)f Coo to a (inner, may be of the lead ufe to any^ 
til the praife (hall be given to him, by WHOSS 
3&ACE / am what I am : for I always deCre to beat 
a mind, that Teflimony of St. Paul, i Tim. i. 15* 
His is a Faithful Saying, and worthy (\fali Acctptm 
ition, that Christ Jesus came into the World to 
ave jSntters / of whom I am Chief, 

I was born in the Year of our Lord i73a> in 
he Parifh of Hambledon, about ^isht miles from 
^ortfmouth. When I was about four Years old, 
ny Father died, and foon after my Mother. Such 
iras the order of Divine Providence, that I had 
lot little Knowledge of, or help from them : but 
\lmighty Goodness provided lor roe. 
When my Mother died, I was itoiovtd 
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I wai admitted into the Society, by Mr. Tamei Od« 

dy. 1 continaed to meet with them for k>me time ; 
and many were the Bleflings I thereby received.^ 
3ut afcer a time, a Rumbling block was laid in my 
way, and I left the Society. But it was chiefly ovr* 
ing to my inexperiencei and want of Patience. I 
ought to have minded one thing, whatever others 
did, andto have preiTcd onto the Prize of our 
High Calling. 

Afier this, I went on for Five Years, in Darkneft^ 
Mifery and Diftrefs, yea, many times almoftinDef* 
pair ; yet I conftantly attended the Preaching, aad 
fometimes was permitted to fiay in the Meeting of 
the Society : but when my much-efteemed Friend, 
Mr. Robert Roberts came into the Circuit, be was 
informed of me ; for I believe both the Preacberi 
and People had a regard for me. He gave me a 
Note of Admittance again. Miy I never forget thii 
Mercy 4 

It was not long after, being at a Prayer- Meeting 
with a few Friends, that I recovered the Peace, and 
Love of God. My Soul was humbled in the duft : 
I became folidly happy in God my Saviour. I 
was watchful, and fpent much time in Prayer : the 
Word of God was my daily Companion, and it was 
Spirit and Lite to my Soul. My Faith was now 
ilrengthened : my Love to God and Man increaf- 
ed abundantly. The Lord held me by my band, 
and fed me with the Bread of Life. He. gave 
me to drink of The Water of The River of 
Life, and I was happy all the day long. Such was 
the BUJJing I continually enjoyed, I lived near to 
God. keeping Jesus in my view, as my Life, my 
Pattern, and my All. 

When Mr, Francis Gilbert appointed me to take 
care of a Clafs, it was a^r^a^ iriaL But fo much 
the more did the Lord make it a Blefling to me. — 
I'QT while 1 prayed ioi ^ Bt^vVii^ti^ %xid Uboured 
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to kelp them forward in the Way to the Kiagdom. 
H£ gave me Great Con/ilaiion in ray own Soul — 
And I began to feel a ftronger deGre for the Saloa- 
tion of Poor Sinners. I reproved, advifed, and conn- 
forted^ as opportunity ferved : beings at the Jamz, 
iime, particularly careful over my own Behaviour* 
Mean time, by the defire of my Friends, I fometimet 
read a Sermon, or fome pan of the Chriftian Libra- 
ry. I did this, firft in our own Society, and after- 
wards in that of a Neighbouring Town. Sometimes 
alio, I ventured to give a few words of Exhortation ; 
auid the People not only bore with my wtaknejs, but 
urged me to do it more frequently. Some ume af- 
ter, I felt a flrong ConviOion, that it was my duty to 
preach. I did fo occafionally ; and. though it was 
vith much weaknefs, fear, and trembling, the Lord 
owned my feeble attempts : the People were profit- 
ed, and my own Soul was helped torward in the 
Grace of God, I advifed with the Afliftant, and the 
other Preachers, and being encouraged by tbem, I 
went on therein, relying upon God, who giveth 
Arength to them that have no might. 

But! was noilong fatisfied with this. I found a 
flictogerand ftronger ConviQion^ that it was my Du- 
ty to give myfcif wholly up to the Work of GoD» 
and commence an Itinerant Preacher. But I flirunic 
from the thought. I wept, and prayed, and ftrove 
9gain(l it with a!l my might, till I had well nigh loflt 
ail the L'fe and Peace ot God out of my Soul.— 
Yet I did not comply : it wa« fo contrary to the 
I had jud laid down, having (as 1 fuppofed) 
fettled myfcif for Life. It was my defire and defign, 
to live and die amongd my firll Religious Acquaint- 
ance, and then to lay my Bones by the fide of ray 
dear and only Brother, jull torn from me by the 
hand of Death. 

Bui not being able to rcfift any longer^ I laid cKe. 
maucr before Air, furz, and i\» oCat;t "Si^wJekSx^ vvx 
z 
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the Circuit. They ^dvifed me to fight againfi Goo 
no more^ but prtpa t myMf againjl the next Confer^ 
ence, I did fo, and attended at Briflol in Aug. 1764. 
I can truly fay. I had no other end in view but the 
Glory of Gou, and the Good of Souli. With re- 
gard to this World, 1 hid all I wanted, and to fpare. 
And I had a profpe£l of eafily gaining much more, 
bad I remained in my bufinefs, which was fteady, 
and conMoually increafing. But this I gave up free- 
ly, nor have I repented of it, one moment fince.— 
And if it were to do again, 1 believe I fiiould do it 
with the fame cheerfulnefs. For he is Worthy ot 
ait my ffTvice, WHO has bought me with HIS PRSh 

CIOUS RLOOO. 

You, Sir, were pleafedto appoint me to labour in 
the Yorrc Circuit with Mr. Furz aod Mr. Pool, It 
was a year oi much Peace and Comfort : and I re« 
folved, in the ftrength of Christ, to continue 
fpcnding, and be fpent, in the Bleffed Work, to my 
Life's end. 

It is ot little ufe to fay in what parts of England, 
Ireland, and the Ifle of Man, I have laboured ; or 
how many Perfons have been convinced of fin, or 
converted to Goo : or how many have been adied 
to the Societies, in the Circuits wherein I have la- 
boure^^ Let it fiiffice, that this, and all I am. will 
be fully known in that Great Day, But I bslieve, 
I may be permitted to mention, in the fear of God, 
that after futeen years Labour, I do not know, that 
cither roy Principles or Prafticc, have given you. 
Sir, or any of my Brethren, caufe to repent, for a 
moment, that yow received me as Fellow- la||ourer 
in the Houfe of Goo, And io this I am the fame 
•I this day, as at the firA. I dill efteem it no fmall 
privilege, to a£l with you.^s a Son in the Gofpel, to 
bcdireaed by you, where, when, and how to aft. 

I blefs God, I ftill daily enjoy a hieafure ot HIS 
p€ic^ and Jo¥9« Bai I m ^ftiimtd^vihea I confider 
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how iittle improvement I bave made. I long to 
have every thing taken from me, that is not agreea* 
ble to the Mihd that was in CHKisf. 

For many Yean I have been fully fatUfiad with 
regard to the Do&rines of the Method! fts : and in 
ibem I hope to live and die. But from the time that 
I recovered the Favour of GoD, 1 have alwayi been 
averfe to difputing. I remember how much I fuf* 
fered thereby, in the beginning of my turning to , 
God. And I believe it would oe happy, if all the 
Childien of God would ilrive to agree, as far at 
poflible ; and live in love as Brethren, and ffrive to 
help each other in fighting the Good Fi^ht of FaUh^ 
This is the One Deure, and 1 hope it will be the coo« 
lioual Labour of, 

Reverend Sir, 
Yonr Dutiful Son in the Gofpe), 

JOHN MASON. 
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T WAS born in the Parifli of Bingley. Ycfrkflnrvb 
I December 3, i^aS. My ParenH both died to 
the Faith. I lived with tbeni feven Years, and feven 
Years more with an Uncle, who was in the fame 
Parifb. From five Years old I had ftrong Convic^ 
tions at times, and put up many Prayers for Mercy* 
And though I had no one to teach roe, yet I had the 
Fear of God in my Heart, If I was overtaken in 
any fin, I was much troubled, till 1 faid my Prayers, 
which I thought would make all up. 

At fourteen I was put Apprentice to be a Mafon* 
While I lived with my Mafler, I had little concern 
ior my SouL But after fix Years, at the time of the 
Rebellion, I enlifled among the Yorkfiiire Blues. I 
conlf oued with them about a Year. There was one 
man among us, who had the Ftar of God before his 
eyes. He gave me Good Advice, which one time 
in particular, took great effe£l upon me and my Com* 
rade. We both of us were under deep ConviSions^ 
but knew not what to do to be /avea, 1 began to 
fear D^ath exceedingly, knowing 1 was not fit to die. 
Thefe Words followed me continually ; Cur/id is 
f very one that continueth not in All Things, written 
ift ike Book of the Law to do them. I thought I muft 
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fiilfil the LaMT, or be damned, t drove all I could 
to falfil it ; but I tbou/;ht I grew worfe and worfe, 
till my Load was many times heavier than I could 
bear. 

In the Year 1746, the Rebellion ht\n% over, we 
were difcharged. I then fought for a People that 
feared God, and Toon joined the Society. I heard 
John Nelfon feveral times, and began to have fome 
hope of finding Mercy : fome time after I v/ent to 
bear Mr. Grimfhaw, and was convinced that we are 
to be faved by Faith : yea, that the very word of 
fmners, might be faved, by Faith in Jej>us Christ. 
Soon after, I heard Mr. Charles Wtfl.y prcacli 
from thefc words, / am determined not to knoiv any 
thingamovgyoUf/ave Jesus Christ and Hi}^i Cru* 
cifial. He Slewed clearly, that Christ is able and 
willing to fave the greated finners. I was much re- 
freihed under the Strmon, and much more fo ia fing« 
ing ihcfe Words, 

** Whither should a sinner go > 
** His Wounds for me stand open wide t 
Only Jesus will 1 know, 
And J 28 us Crucified." 

But when he told us, we might Knowonx fins for- 
given in this Life ; yea, ibis very moment, it feem- 
ed to me New Doctrine, and I could not believe it 
at all. But I continued in Prayer ; and in a few 
days, / was convinced of it to my great Joy. The 
Love of Christ broke into my Soul, and drove 
away all G alt and Fear : and at the fame tinne he 
filled my Hfart with Love both to God and Mao. 
I faw that God was my Salvation, and now 
could iruft HIM, and praife him with Joyful L'ps. 
1 could (ing with all my Heart, 

O what shall I do my Saviour to praise ! 
** So Faithful and rkUE, Plenteous in Grace ! 
** So.Strong to deliver, fo GooT> to x^i^ttm^ 

The weakest Believer that Wui^^M^^ti^wiV^ 
Z ft 
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Soon after this, Mr. John Wefley cume to Brad- 
forth, and preached on, This One Thing 1 do. He 
joined feveral of us together in a Ciafs, which met 
about a mile from the Town. But all of them fell 
back, and left me alone ; yet afterward fome of tbem 
returned. Before this, I thought my Hill was lo 
llrong, I could never be moved. But {ttmg fo ina- 
ny fall into fin, I began to fee danger in my way. I 
began to feel an evil Heart of unheiief, and was iul- 
ly convinced, that there nMill be a fartker Change 
in my Heart, before I could be efiabhOied \n Grace. 
Afterward I removed to KighW, and had many op* 
portunities of hearing, and profiting by Mr. Grimfc 
fhaw. But feeling my Corruptions, with ftrong 
Temptations, I fell :iito Great Doubtings. I wal 
almofi in defpair, full of Unbelief, I could fcarce 
pray at all. I was in this ftate near half a Year» 
finding no comfort in any thingf But one Evening, 
one oi our friends prayed in the Society, and my 
Soul was fet at Liberty. All my Doubts £ed away, 
and Faith and LovE once more fprung up in my 
Heart. I afterward faw, that GoD had a farther 
end in thefe Trials and deliverances. 

Not long after this, I felt a great defire to tell oth- 
ers what God had doac for my Soul. I wanted my 
Fellow. Creatures to turn to the Loud, but faw my* 
felf utterly unfit to fpeak for him. I faw the 
Neighbourhood, in which I lived, abounding with 
all manner of wickednefs. And no Man caring for 
tlitir Souls, or warning them to flee the Wrath 
TO COME. I began to reprove Jin wherever I was^ 
though raznv hated me for fo doing. / did not re* 
gard that : for Go D gave mean invincible courage. 
But fitli I did not fee clearly, whether I was called 
to fpeak in public, or nor. After many reafonings 
in rr.y mind, I ventured to give notice of a Meeting. 
Whrn the lisne came, my Soul was bowed down 
wiib'iL me; my Boack fhoc;^ ai^^ oxit Ya^^ ^^v« 
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igsinff the other. I bsad ininy to hear me; rotheof 
then heird mie with pain, and advifed me to fpeak 
no more in Pablicv But one Young Woman was 
convinced of her loft condition^ and never refled till 
file found Redemption. 

But tbii did not Satisfy my Friends, So, as thejr 
were not willing to receive me, I went to thofe that 
would ; and God began to blefs my weak endeav* 
ovrs- Yet I was not fatisfied myfelf. For feveral 
weeki I had great trouble in my mind. I thought 
no Man's Cafe was like mine. Sometimes I ^ ifhed 
I had never been born Moft of my Friends were 
againft me. I was full of fears within, and had a 

Crfecuting world without. But all this time my 
eart was drawn out in Prayer^ that God would 
Ihew me the way wherein I (hould go. Being now 
employed at Sir Walter Coverly's, in the Pdriih of 
Guifely, 1 met with a few ferious People at Yeadon. 
They were juft fetting out in the ways of God, and 
defired me to give a Word of Exhortation among 
ifaem. I did fo a few times, and God was pleafed 
to blefs it to their Souls. The little Society io- 
creafed, and they all dearly loved one another. But 
Satan was not idle. Every time we met, a riotous 
mob gathered round the Houfe, and difiurbed us 
much. 

One Evening, while William Darney was preach* 
ing, the Curate of Guifely came at the head of a 
large mob, who threw eggs in his face, pulled him 
down, dragged him out oi the Houfe on the Ground^ 
and fiamped upon him. The Curate himfelf then 
thought it was enough, and bade them let him alone, 
and go their way. Some time after, Jonathan Maf* 
kew came. As foon as he began to ipeak, the fame 
mob came, pulled him down, and dragged htm out 
of the Houfe, They then tore off his Clothes, and 
dragged him along upon his naked Back. >\!A. 
Cnvcl 4nd Pavemcai. WVvcst vVie^i >iaKi 
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had fufficieotly bruifed him, they let him go, and 
went away. With much difficuhy he crept to a 
Frtend'i Houfe, where they dreffed hii wounds, and 
ffoc him feme Clothes. It was my turn to go next. 
No foooer was I at the Town, than the mm came, 
like fo many roaring Lions. My Frinds advifed me 
sot to preach that Night ; and undertook to carry 
me out of the Town. But the mob followed me 
a great Rage, and Jloned me for near two milei.^ 
that it was feveral Weeks before I got well of tho 
Bruifes I then received. 

About this time a Carpenter was fweartng horri« 
bly, whom 1 calmly reproved. He immediately flew 
in a violent paffion, and having an Axe in his Hand, 
lifted it up, and fwore he would cleave my Head id 
a moment. But juft as he was going to ftrike, a 
Man that itood by, fnatched hold of his Arm, and 
held him till his paflion cooled. At firft, I felt a lit- 
tle fear, but it foon vanifiied away. - 

While 1 was working at Sir Waltei's, lome one 
informed him, that I was a Methodift. He wa» 
much difpleafed, faying, "I like him for a Work- 
man, but I hate his Religion." This was chiefly 
owing to his Steward, whom I had oiten repr>oved 
for fweartng. He mortally hated me on that ac« 
count. But in a little time he was taken ill. Per- 
ceiving himfelf worfe, he fent a meffage to me, ear« 
ne&ly defiring, I would come and pray with him.-— 
I went, and found him in an agony of Convi£lion| 
crying aloud ior Mercy. 1 (hewed him, where Mer« 
cy was to be found, & then went to Prayer with him* 
While I was praying, his Heart feemed broken, and 
he was bathed in tears. He owned, he had been n 
grievous (inner; but he cried to God with bis lat« 
cfl breath, and, I believe, not in vain. 

I flayed fome timi: after in thefe parts, and was 
fully employed. ^ All the day 1 wrought diligemly 
at my buGacd ; in the Eyecvingu \ ca\\«4 ^xi^ti la 
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*Repentai1(*e. Abd now the mobs xi^ere not To ftiri- 
ous, fo that we had no confiderable interruption. In 
the mean tirrie, I waited to fee^ whether the LoKO 
bad any thing Tor me to do. I made it matter off 
continual Prayer, that he would make my Way plain 
'before me. And in a little white, I had itouch more 
the beft Work upon mv hands. I was defired to 

five an £x^hortiition at a Village called Hartwitb. 
wept thithfer Teveral times. Several here werb 
deepfy conduced ot fin ; and two or three foon found 
•Htftmptidn in the Elood of Jesus, the fbrgiventfs 
$9f ffhs} Afterwards I was invited to Thirflc. Here 
J found a few hungry Souls. But they wereas Sheep 
without a Shepherd, (bidom hl?'aring any thing like 
the Gofpel. I fpem tvro Nights among them. The 
lerious People were much refreflied : fome Were 
wakened and faW their danger, and crifcd out for 
Mercy. 

After this I went to Stockton, where I found % 
lively People, who had been joined in Society lor 



With great Liberty of Soul, and freedom of ipeecbf 
Md to all ajppearance the Word had much effe£l on 
the hearers. Here I met 4vith Mr. Larwood, who 
beliaved very kisdfy to nie, and told roe, he hoped I 
ihould bt very ufeful if I kept humble. He then 
fent roe before him to York and Leeds, where I 

freached and gave notice of his coming. From Leeds 
went to Birftal. It happened to be their preach*^ 
ing Night. John Nelfon was fick in bed, fo the 
People defired me to preach, or give them a Wor4 
of EKhortaiion. Accordingly, I preached in the beft 
manner I could, and the People feeened well fatisfied. 
Tht next day I went to High-Town, and preached 
to a large Congregation in the Eveiiing. 1 had much 
Liberty in fpeaking, and found a great Bleffing to 
my oWn Soul ; and I have reafon to bdlieve that the 
People were well fatisfied. 



ibme time. I preached feveral times 




a86 Experience of 

From Birftal I vrrnt to Heptonftol. Here I net 
with h lively People, who received me very kindly, 
I ;;sive feveral Exhortitions among them, and the 
Word went with Power to many Hearts. I contin- 
oedfome time in thefe parts, and went to feveral 
places in Lancafhire^ Here alfo I louifd many were 
•wakened, and feveral found Peace with GOD, while 
, I was amon^ them. I endeavoured to form a regu- 
lar Circuit in thefe psrts, and in a little time gained 
toy point. 

I continued in thefe parts fome time, and hart 
reafon to hope that 1 was ufefcrl among them* la 
one place I met with a Mob of Women, who pot 
me into a pond of Water, which took me nearly o- 
ver my Head. But by the Bleffing of GoD, I got 
out fafe, and walked about three mUes in ray wet 
Clothes, but I catched no cold. I continued fome 
time in thefe parts, encouraged by the example aad 
advice of good Mr Grimfhaw. 

One time, Paul Greenwood and I called at his 
Houfe together, and he gave us a very warm Exhor- 
tation, which I (hall not foon forget. He faid, " If 
you are fent of God to preach the Gofpel, all heli 
will be up in arms againft you. Prepare for the bat- 
tle, and ftand fad in the Good Ways of God. In* 
deed you muft not expe£l to gain much of this 
World's goods by preaching the Gofpel. What you 
get muH come through the devil's teeth ; and he mil 
hold it as Jaji as he can- I count every covetiou^ 
man to be one of the devil's teeth. And he will let 
nothing go for GoD and his Caufe, but what is for* 
ced from him." 

In the Year 1751, I was flationed in Lincolnfhire. 
1 found a ferious People and an open Door: but there 
were many adverfaries. This was far the moft try- 
ing year which 1 had ever known. But in every 
* Temptation God made a way to cfcape, that I might 
be able to be* it. 
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0« Sabbath, Auguft the 7th, I came to Ranj^le* 
^ery early in the morning 1 preached, as ufua], at 
i?e. About fix, two Conftables came, at the head 
>f a large mob. They violently broke in upon tke 
People, feize.d upon me, pulled me down, and took 
ne to a Public* faoufe, where they kept me till four 
la the afteraooo. Then one oi the Conftables feem- 

to relent, and faid, ** 1 will go to the Minifter, and 
enquire of him, whether we may not now let the 
Poor Man go ?" When he came back, he faid, 
»* They were not to let me go yet." So he took me 
»ut to the mob, who prefently hurried me awty, and 
threw me into a pool of Handing Water. It took me 
Bp to the Neck. Several times I ftrove to get out, 
but they pitched me in again. They told me I muft 
Ko through it feven times. I did fo, and then ther 
let me cume out. When I had got upon dry gr^una, 
a Man ftood ready with a pot full ot white paint.--— 
He painted me all over from head to foot ; and then 
tbey carried me into the JSublichoufe again. Here 
1 was kept till they had put five rrkore oi our Friends 
into the water. Then they came and cook me out 
again, and carried me to a great Pond, which was rail- 
ed on every fide, being ten or twelve feet deep. Here 
four men took me by my legs and arms, and fwung 
me backward and forward. For a mon^ent I felt the 
fleOi Ihrink ; but it was quickly gone. I gave my- 
felf up to the Lord, and was content his Will 
ftoHld be done. They fwung me two or three times, 
tnd then threw me as far as they could into the 
Water. The fall and the Water foon took away mjr 
fenfes, fo that I felt nothing more. But fome of 
them were not willing to have me drowned. So they 
tvatched ttli I came above water, and then catching 
hold of my Clothes with a long Pole, made (hift to 
drag me out. 

I lay fenfelefs lor fome time* Wbea I cvrj«. 
s&y|^f, I hw oaly two Men &aud\t\^V>'} 
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of them helped me up, aqd deGred me to go with 
bim. He breught me to a little houre« whert 
they quickly put me to bed. But I had not lain 
long, before the mob came again^ pulled me out oE 
bed, carried me into the llreet, and fwore they would 
take away one of my Limbs, if I would not promife 
to come there no more. I told them, '* I could prom- 
ife no fuch thing." But the roan that bad hold oE 
me, promifed for me, and took me back into the 
boufe, and put me to bed again. 

Some of the mob then went to the nriiniAer again, 
to know what they muft do with me ? He told ibem, 
^' You muft take him out of the Parifh." So they 
came, and took me out of bed a fecood time. Bat 
I had no Clothes to put on ; my own being wet, and 
alfo covered with Paint. But they put an old Coat 
about me, took me about a mile, and fet me upon a 
little Hill. They then ihouted three times, '* God 
fave the King, and the devil take the Preacher/' and 
left me. 

Here they left me pennylefs and friendlefs : for 
no one durft come near me. And my (Irength was 
nearly gone ; fo that I had much ado to walk, or e« 
ven to fiand. But from the beginning to the end^ 
my mind was in perfe£l Peace. I found no anger or 
lefentment, but could heartily pray for my Pctfecu- 
tors. But I knew not what to do, or where to^o« 
Indeed one of our Friends lived three or four miles 
off. But I was fo weak and ill, that it did not feem 
poflible for me to get fo far. However, I trufled in 
God, and fet out : and at length 1 got to.the houte. 
The Family did every thing for me that waa io their 
power: they got me Clothes, and whatever elfe was 
needful. I reited four days with them, in which time 
my llrength was tolerably reftored. Then I went 
into the Circuit, and (blefled be God !} faw much 
Fruit of my Labour. In the midll of perfecution. 
rnnDy were brought to vVit &^n\v>% KaQwlcd||^ of 



Mr. Thomas Mitchell. 289 



Oox). And as the fuflFerings of Christ abound- 
fd* fci our Confolations by Christ abounded alfo. 
As to the lions at Rangdale, an Appeal to the Court 
pf King's Bench, made both them and the Mmlfter 
ijuiet as Lambs. 

Coming, in December, into LancaOiire, I found 
jtrialfi of quite another Jcind The poor People were 
in the utmoft confufion, like a flock o( frightened 
Sheep. John Bennett who before luvcd and rcvcr* 
cnced Mr. Wefley far bis Work's fdke, fince he got 
kito his new opinions, hated him cordially, and la« 
J)oured to fet all the iPeople agaiuil him. He told 
ibcm in the open Congregation, that Mr. Wefley 
.was a pop€, and that he preached nothing but pope- 
jy. Djceirber the 30th, 1 met him at Bolton. I. 
lieCred him to preach ; but he would not. So I got 
up and fpoke as w^ll as 1 could^ though with a hea* 
vy Heart* Alter 1 had done, he met the Society, 
Ani faid many bitter things of Mr. We fley. He then 
fpread out his hands, and cried, Popery, popery ! 
1 will not be in connexion with him any more." — 
,1 could not help telling him, *' The fpirit in which 
you now fpe^k is not of God. Neither are you fit 
lor the pulpit, while you are of fuch a fpirit." While 
I was fjpeaking, a woman that flood by me ftruck me 
in the race with all her might. Immediately all the 
Congregation was in an uproar. So I thought it 
befl to rcfire. After, I belitved it was n\y duty to 
. cxpofluldte with him. Bat it did not avail : it fee- 
in ed to me that «ill lozfe uas departed from him.— 
His mind was wholly ft- 1 againft Mr Wefley, and a- 
gainfl the whole Mcthodiil D.>£lrine and Diicipline. 
And he had inluffd his own fpirit into the People in 
Hiiuy places ; fo that I had hard vork arao^^g them, 
•But the Lord kept my Soul in P;;ace and Love. — 
Glory be unto His holy name ! 

In May, i7^i, 1 came to Ncwcaftle.vi!^c^'!\T>^TN^^ 
yi\^xt, 9il^r aJJ the flo^m8lVl^d^oti^^^i\^^^^^> '«^^ 
A a . 
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gTcatFy rcfrtflifd among a Loving, Peaceable People,' 
with u hum 1 laboured with ipuch lanbtaQioii. And 
it p!ei;fed the Lokd ro prcfp r my Labi'Ur in BTi 
wick U|jon- Tweed, Gdtrfhc^d Fill, ai d rnany other 
pldCf5, win re man> Siiincis weie boib Convii ced 
ar.d C«*nver!ed u\ GoD 

On Md) 8. 1753, 1 Ctime with Mr, W rd-^y rrortl 
Nfwcaiiie to Yt.ik, Oil the fcth, be prtracbed t6a 
Jsr^e CoPgreg;itiori ; *4nd rhe nex' Morning, from 
Let us cam^ kold'y to thf. Throne of Grace, that ws 
rri'iy find MeTy, and Grace to help in time cj necd^ 
1 never fjw a Congregation l*oi»ff fcted. M'llt cl ibe 
People were in tear*, f'/rre tor Joy, and fome from a 
fcnfe nf their {\n$, Hs had defigned to go on to 
Lincolr.ihire. But through the imporiunity ol the 
■ Pi.opl?, he c»;nfeHred to ftay a littleai York, and de^ 
filed i.-;e tr» go in his place. 

From the follow irg Coiiference, (at which four- 
teen Preach^^rs were prt^H nt, befide Mr. W fley and 
his Broiht i) 1 iventi to Wihfliire, whereMr.Pcarce, 
of Brad for :b wi'S a Father to me. Hore 1 formed 
a firm Rt.*r'>!ution of cleaving more clofely to GoD 
than ever I had done before. 1 loi^gf^d to be wholly 
freed from the enemies which ^ c. tried in my own 
Bofom, 1 faw no o her couid pt (Lbly bun me, if 
I could bi:l conquer myff If. 1 read ihc B'.blc much 
and prayed miicJ , and i »und many Birflings from 
thf IwORD A? d 1 found in p .riirchr an enure dif» 
engagtnietit frr^tn dll earihlv things My Soul was 
even as a ueanfd Child, I was willin^^ to be any 
thing or noil ing. 1 hdd no dtfire lor any thing in 
ihii w. rid, liui 10 live unto the Glory of GoD. Oh 
how eafy does it m.ke every thing, wticn wc can 
give up All for Christ I 

• After I hdd fpen: fomc time in Devonfliire and 
C ^rnwali, I was feni for up to London. Here I had 
a fcv^r for fotnr nme. When 1 was preiiy well rc- 
covercdf Air, WtQey dtlii^A tat 40 ^wixv^ Not- 
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wkb, I was rrot well upon the Road, bu^ was a- 
bundamly worfe when i Cdmt thither. But iollow. 
ing th^ advice oF a fkilbf man, I wa?, in a while rt f - 
tored to health and ftrcngib. Here I found much 
comfort an^qng a poor* but a very loving Peopte. I 
was here (putiing the firfl and the fecond tisae to« 
ge'her) about four Years. Bur in the latter part ol 
iRs time 1 bad many trials from J. Wheailey's peo- 
pie. Mr Weflw»v had bec« prevailed upon to take 
the Tabernacle, and to receive bis People under his 
caie. Wheailcy ufed to call them his dear X-ambs/' 
but fuch Lion like L^nibs did 1 never fee. Dlfci- 
pline they knew nothing of : every one would do 
what was right in his own eyes. And our Doflriat 
was an abomination to them. Great part of them 
were grounded jn Antinonnanifm. The very found' 
of PcrfeQion they abhorred ; they could hardly bear 
the word Holinefs, Nothing wa* pleafing to them, 
l^ut Faith. Faith ;" u iihout a word ei;b(r of its in- 
ward or outward Fruits. 

Between the fir ft and fecond time f)f my being at 
Norwich, I fpent fome time in Suflcx. The firft 
place that 1 preached at was Rye, where no Meiho- 
dift had ever preached before. Yet there was no op. 
pofition, but they received the Word wiih py and 
readinefs of Mind. And many fuon teh the burden 
of their fins, fevcral of whom quickly found Peace 
with God. Mod of thefe very willingly joined to- 
gether in a Utile Society. Some of them are lodged 
m Abraham^s Bofom ; and others dill remain w^lk- 
ing in the Way to Sion. 

Hence 1 went to feveral Country.places. But 
they were not all fo peaceable as Rye. At the de- 
fire of a ferious Man I went to Hawkhurft ; be bad 
requefted me to preach at his Houfe. About fix in 
jlhe Evening 1 began. But 1 had not fpoke many ^ 
words, before a numerous mob br§ke in, ^ulUd 
dQWA froxs tbe place where \ &.oodk«%\iA W^^^ ^cc^fe 
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out of the Houfe. Then they flruck up my Heetl^ 
aad dragged tire upon my Bdck about half a mile^tfi^ 
a Public houfe, called Highg^te, where I found ma^ 
ny Gentlemtn, wiihtheMiniflerof the P^rifh. The^ 
alkcd, by what authori:y do you preach f 1 anfwer* 
ed, by the Authority of Kin*? George," and View- 
ed them my Licence. They fpokr a little together^ 
and fdid, You may go about your buftnefb." But 
obferving the houfe was filled with a drurk^t) mob| 
I faid, •* Genilelnen, 1 will not go, unlefs I have a 
Conftahle to guird me." Tht-y imme^hate!y Tent 
for a ConBable. who guarded rtie to the houfe frotn 
tvhcnce I came. But as it was Winter time, and thf 
Road very dirtv, I wjs rn a poor conniiiofi : bcin;} 
a good deal bruifed. and a!! my Clothes plaiftcred ow 
Cfr wiih dirt. However. J»fi^*r 1 had got fome dry 
Clothes, and taken a Utile Refrcfhment, 1 prayed with 
the Family, and then GoD gave me quiet. and re- 
freffcirg fleep. When 1 came to London, 1 dpplisil 
to a Lawyer, who fent down wriis for five ot iht 
ringleader*^. But they quickly came to aji agree- 
«nent. They readily paid all the charges. And here 
ended our perfccuiion in SufTex. 1 found a thank» 
ful heart for a good King, good Laws, and Liberty 
cf Conjiicnce. And about this time I had much of 
the Prefence cf the Lord: hk was Good to me, 
both as to my Body and Soul. 1 prayed tnucb, and 
the Lord beard me, and delivered me from uU my 
Fears. 

In Auguft, 1778, I was flationed in StafFordftire^ 
where I fpent the Year with much fatikfaflion. 1 
now look back on the Labour of three and thirty 
years^ and I do not repent of it. I am not grown 
weary, either of my Mafter, or the Work I am en- 
caged in. Though I am weak in body, and in the 
decline of life, my Heart \\ ilill engaged in the Caufd 
of GoD» I am never more happy than when I feel 
the Love of Christ in tuy Btwx^ ^ti^ %m iR.^V«<^ 
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g .H^S praift to others. There is nothing like the 
ove of Christ in the Heart, to mtke us hofyrand 
ppy. It is Love alone that expels all fin out of 
e Heart, Wherever Love is wanting, there is 
II : and where Love fills the heart, there is Heav- 
• This has been a Medicine to tee ev er ftnce I 
t out. When I was low, it was this that raifed me 
When fin and fatao befet me on every fide, ic 
IS this that drov^e them a; I away. 

•* O I^ve, how cheering is thy Ray \ 
•* AH pain l?cfope thv prefence flies : 

** Care, Anguifli, Sorrow melt away, 
Where'er thy healing Beams arife. 

*'0 Jf.sus, nothing may I fee. 
Nothrng hear, fee!, or th^nk but thee ** 



THI 



EXPERIENCE 
MR. RICH. WHATGOAT. 



I WAS born in the Year 1736, in the Pari (h of 
Quinton, in the Couuty of Gloucefler. My Fa- 
ther dying while 1 was young, left a Widow and five 
Children. At thirteen years old I was bound Ap* 
prentice, and Terved for eight years* I was never 
heard, dDrif>g this time, to (wear a vain oath, nor was 
ever given to lying, gaming, drenkennefs, or any 
other prefumpmous fin, but was commended for my 
honefly and fobriety. And from my Childhood I 
kad, at times, ferious thoughts on Death and Eter- 
nity. 

1 ferved the greateft part of my Apprenticefhip at 
Dariaflon, in StafFordfhire. But at the age of twen* 
tv-one, I removed from thence to Wednt ftury — 
Here I found myfelf in continual diinger of Icfipg 
the little Religion 1 had ; as the Family in which I 
lived, had no Religion at all. Thertfore I tock iht 
fiifl cpportianity that cff< red, of removing to anoth- 
er p!ace. And ? kind Piovidt nce dircfted me to a 
Family, that feared God, and zvrou^ht RighteottJ^ 
ncfs. 

I foon went with ihcm to hear the Meihodids, 
vhich I did with deep attention : and when the 
Prcaciicr vas dcfcnbing i\x fall of Mau^ I ihou^ht 
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he fpoke totne in particular, ad J fpol^at if he had 
known every thing (irat wa« in my Heart, When 
he defcribed the nature and Fruits of Faith, 1 wat 
confcious I had it not ; and -though I believed alHbe 
•Scripture to be of God, yet 1 had not the, maris erf 
a Cnriftian Belienrer. And I was convinced, thajt 
if I died in the (late wherein I then was, 1 (hould be 
fniferable for ever. Yet I could not conceive, bpw 
I, that had lived fo faber a life, could be th^ chief of 
fimtrs, But this wiis not long : for I no fooner dif- 
covered the Spirituality of the Law, and the enmi- 
ty that was in my Heart againft God, than I could 
heartily agree to it. 

The thoughts of Death and Judgment now ftruck 
me with terrible fear. I bad a keen apjpFeheniion of 
tlic Wrath of God, and of the Fiery Indignation due 
to fmneis : fo that I could have wifiied myfelf amni* 
bilated, or to be the ^ileft creature, if I could but 
efcape Judgment. In this flate I was, when otite told 
me, **i inow God, for Christ's Sake, has for- 
given all my fins : anrl his Spirit witneffcth with my 
Jpirit, that I am a Child oj God." This gave roe 
a good deal i^f encouragements And I determined 
never to reft, until I had a Tejlimony in myfelf, that 
my fins alfo were forgiven. But in the meantime, 
fuch was the darknefs I was in, fuch my confciouf- 
nefs of guilt, and the jujldif plea fare of Almighty 
God, that I could find no reft Day or Night, either 
for Soul or Body. So that life wa^f a burden, and I 
heca^me regardlefs of all things under the Sun. Now 
all my Virtues, which I fcad fome reliance on once, 
appeared as filthy rags. And many difcouraging 
thoughts were put into my mind : as. Many arecaU 
led: hut jew chofen. Hath not the Potter power o- 
ver his own Clay, to make one veffd to Honour^ and 
another to dijhenour ? From which it was fuggf fted 
to mc, that 1 made to diJltonovLt^v^Ws^'^'^ ^^^ 
evhably peritb. 
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On September 3, 1738, being oVitrwhelmcd wiih 
guilt and fe^r, as i was reading, it was as if one wbii"* 
pered to me, '* Tbou had ft better road no more; for 
ihe more tbou readeft, tbe more tbou wilt know.—* 
And he thai knoweth his Lord'j Will und doetk ii 
nct.Jkall ie beattn with meny gripes,** I paufed » 
Iktle, and then refolved, let the confc^uencebe whit 
it may, I wi;l proceed. When I came to thofe 
Words, The Smrit itftlj bcarttk witnefs with our 
/piriis, that we are the Children of God. as 1 fixi my 
eyes upon them, !n a moment, my Datknefs was re- 
moved, and the Spirit did be<ir witnefs with my 
rplrit, that I was a Child of GoD. In tbe fan^e in« 
flanc I was filltd with unfpe'ikahle Peace and Joy 
in believing : and M frar 01 Deafh, Judgment and 
hell, fuddeu'y vanifhed away Before this I wat 
kept awake by aT>gul(h and lear, fo that I could not 
get an bout's found fl^ep rn a Night. Now 1 want* 
ed not fleep, being abunJantlv refr^fhedby contem* 
plating the rich difolay of God's Mercy, in adopts 
tng fo unworthy a Creature as me to be an Heir of 
the Kingdom of Heaven ! 

This Peace and Joy continued ^bout three weeks, 
after which it was fuggeftcdto me, '* Had not thou 
deceived thvfelf 7 Is it not prefumpticn, to think 
thou art a Child of God ? But if thou art, tbou 
wilt foon fall away ; thou wilt not endure to th» 
end." This threw me into great heavinefs ; but it 
did not continue lonflr. for as Igavemyfelfunt^ 
Prayer^ and to reaaitfg ^nd hearing the IVord cj 
God at all opportunities, my Evidence became clears 
er and clearer, my Faith and Liyve fironger and Jlrong* 
er. And I found the accomplifhinerit of (hat prom, 
ife, They that wait upon the Lord Shall renew their 
firen^th, 

.Yn I foon fo jnd, th^it though I jujltfied Uccm 
ly, I wafc' not wholly fandifieJ, This brought tpc 
into 9 dc^p car corn, and cou?itta<i^ tc^Y ^^^^^Wv\^5i^ 
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to adfmif of no peace, no nor troce with the evili 
which I ftiU found in my Heart* 1 was fenfibie both 
tbat they hinderrd meat pferent in all my Holy Sx^ 
trcife^, and that I could not enter into the Joy oimj 
Lord, untffs they werf aM rooted out, Thefe con- 
fiderd ions led me to corfider more •ttencivfly ike 
exceeding G f4t and Precieus Premifis, whereby w€i 
may efcdp:- all the corruption that is in the vrofld^ 
md be ma Partakers of the Divine Nature, • I was 
much confirmed in my Hope of th^f actrompHlh- 
ilient, by freqttemly hfaring Mr. Mather Tpeak upon 
the fubjeft. 1 faw it was the mere Otti 0( 600 ; 
and conrraueotly to be received by Fi*ith. And af» 
ter noLanv marp and painful conE\€kn, and many GrM* 
Mas VifiteUitms^ on March 2B, 1761, my Spirit w:at 
iirawn put and engaged in wrefthng wkh &00 for 
ibpat two hoisrs^ iti a manner I never knew befot^« 
$i]ddenjy I wm fiript of all but Love. Itms sM 
.%otfe did prenfer and praife. And in ^his happy 
ft«te, rejvitiftg ever mcre^ and in every thing gixnf^ 
ikanis, I oontitii»ed for fome years ; wanting aoct^ 
tag for Soul or Bpdy, more thin I r-eceiTcd frota 
day to day. 

I began to look rovnd, -and to obferye mote tfaati 
ever, the whole WorM full of fin and tnlfllri^. 1 felt 
a ftrofig deftre for othier s to partalce of the fame Hap« 
pinefs with myfelf. I longed to declare trnto them 
Vfhat I knew of wr SAVfOirn. But I firfl 
dorwn to count the coft^ andl>eing then fuHy con- 
vinced of my Dury, I began to exhort thofe of th^ 
Neighbouring Towtis, to refent and bditve the Gcf- 
fel. This i did for about a Year and a half; but 
was Rill convinced, I imight te more ufefut as a 
Travelling Preacher. This I -roenlioned to Mr. 
Pawfon, n little before Conference in 1769. A lit. 
tie after it, he wrote and let me know, that he had 
propofed me at the Conference, and that I wai ac« 
tcpted as a^F^abationer, and ftauonit^ VBk>^^^iK^\^ 
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(hire Crrcult. Having fettle-d my temporal affairs, 
with all ihc expedition I could. 1 weoi ioio ihr Cir- 
cuit, and was received far better th-^n I fxpcfted.— 
And I found that ^fFofciion fur the People, which 
Dever fince wore off AHer fpending fome time 
very agreeably there,, 1 believe lo our mutual fatis. 
fa6lion, I removed to Bedford Circuit, where i re 
SDained till the Conference ir 1-774 



ike Nor * ol Ireland. This was a irial to me on fev. 
eral accounts. I wat an utter flranger to Ireland. 

which 1 had heard little good fpoken : 1 had a 
great averfion to Sea voyages. And what troubled 
me more than all was, that my Mother was on her 
dying bed. But (he knew and loved the Work \ 
was engaged in So fbe willingly gave me up to the 
Lord, though (he did not ezpe£^ to fee me any 
more, till we met in eternity. In this Circuit I 
found many things chat were not pleafing to fi(;Ik 
iftd blood. It took us eight weeks to go through 
it ; and in this time we flept in pear fifty places : 
fome ol them cold enough ; fome damp enough ; 
and others, not very clean. We commonly preach- 
ed two or tbli^c times a day, beGdes meeting the So- 
cieties aaiilfffiting the fick : and very frequently 
had other food than Potatoes and a little fait 
Meat. By this means, as my Confiitution was but 
weak, my ftrengtb was nearly exhauffed. But it '%r4S 
an ample amends, to fee that the Work of the Lord 
profpered in our hands. Upwards of two hundred 
Members were thu year added to the Society ; a 
great part of whom had found Rcdemplion through 
the BLOOD of the Covenant. And I was entirely 
willing to wear out my body in fo BleiTed a Work; 

But I was foon cut (hort i for before I got into 
the next Circuit where I was Rationed, namely, that 



quite funk under me« I h<u uV^ea viUh. ao entire 



I was then appointed 





Labour was at a« end ; my Body 
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lofs oF appetite, a violent bleeding at the nofe, and 
proiufe ni^htfweats, To that tny Fiefh was confumed 
from my Bones, and my Eye« funk in my Head.— 
My Sight a!fo failed me, fo that 1 cou d not diftin- 
guifh my m ->l] intimate Acquaintance the breadth of 
a Room. But a!ihoi3(;h tt\) Life w«5 quite def pair* 
cd of, yet it plofrd GoD to raife me up : and after 
a corfifiement of twelve weeks ai Sydare, I rennoved 
into Arnidgh Circuit. But goirg out before I had 
fi-fficiently recovered my tirength, the cold feized 
upon me, and caufed fuch a humour to fettle in my 
Legs, ibat fur fome tirr e? I could not fet my Feet to 
the ground. But my Mind being fei upon mv 
V/ork, 1 little regarded the pain of my Body, (o 
long as I was abl? to fit on my Horfe, or ftand and 
fpeak to the People So in about a fortnight 1 went 
into my Circuit again : but in a fortnight more I 
was again dilablrd, ttie humour returning fo violent* 
ly, that I was laid up for eight weeks. But thefe 
affliBions were not grievous : they were all fv\eet* 
ened by ihe Pezcs of GoD which I enjoyed, add the 
exceeding kindnefs of my Friends where I was.— ^ 
Lord rtmember them J or Good I 

By my refpite from Pleaching, whHteJ travelled 
to Du:.»lin, and aftt-wards to L(>ndv»n, ana%t the fre- 
quent life of bathing, both to fdU, and in irt llf water, 
1 gradually recoverr-rl my heahh. And 1 have great 
reafon to blefs GoD. who h^s preferved me duri'}g 
the t Icvcn Yfars ih- 1 have been an liin rant Preach- 
er. In this time HE h^i d-l:»'end me' from m^ny 
troubles, both cl Boiiy ind Mind. Hl has enabled 
me to peift-vete in my Labuur, with a Jin^U E\'e — 
Hit has k<'pi my Heart difeugaged from all creature- 
loves, and all dcfire of worluly bappincfs. And I 
caa flail truly fay, 

" Ble3t with the scorn of finite good» 
My Soul is lighted of \\er Wda \ 
" And Teeks t^te TbiPgi abaueC^ 
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With the fatce Work and in the fame Spirit, nn^ 
I fii up the remniifii of ray days I Then mav 1 joia 
the Lh9irs around tbf 1 Hi ONE, and give B Jing^ 
9im Giory,^nr fVtJdom and Thanijgiving, in . Hom^ 
tr^ add Powtr^ and Mighty umo GuD 4Qd the 
LAMB/(^r Evir and Ever i 
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I WAS born in London, September 2^,iy^g. Mv 
Mother being pregnant with me, heard the firlt 
Sermon which Mr. W fl- y preached at the Eo .nd- 
ery. Soon atter, (he k>und Peace with GoD, and 
Vr^lked woithy of the Gofpel to the day ok her 
Dc*ath, having been a Member ol the Sqcicty up- 
ward^ of ihiny Years. 

I had the fit ft part of my Education at the Found* 
ery-fchonl, fo that I was early inflrufted in the prin- 
ciples of Rehgion. Bui 1 was no better than if I 
had not been mflro^ed at all ; for Goi) was not in 
all my thoughts, Bei>NWXi \hm^^t\ wwl f<jurtccn 1 
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was put apprentice to a Man who had fome degree 
of the Fear of GoD. Far about three Years he was 
able to Tianage me ; but afterwards 1 neither regard- 
ed the threainings of my Mailer, nor the Counfels 
of an afFeftionate Mother, but ran on in my own 
ways. When my AppreniiceQiip was out, 1 was 
for ten years a faithful fervant of the devil. But 
for the lad two years, I was very far from being a 
willing Captive ; one hour praying againft fin, the 
next falling into it, 1 could truly fay, Thi Good 
that I would, I do not ; but the evil which I would 
not, that I do. 

About July 1770, a Perfon lent me one of Mr, 
Weflcy's Journals. I read it with Prayers and tears ; 
feeing much beauty in being perfecuted for Righte- 
oufnefs fake. Soon afier, I read bi&op Taylor's 
rules for Holy Living and Dying : one paifage 
ftruck me much : •* A True Lover of God it more 
grieved on account ot an impure dream, than one who 
does not love him is, on account of a groft outward 
fin." A id it put me upon praying earneftly, that 
God would give me His Love, 

In Auguft following, Mr. Wefl?y coming to 
Town, I went with eagf^rnefs to hear him. His 
Text was, My f0n give me thy Heart, But be (hot 
over my head ; I under flood noihini^ aboiit it — 
However 1 went in the Evening to Moorfields, and 
heard Mr, Murlin preach. And there ir pleafed 
God to touch my heart. I went diredly home 
greaily alTi^flt'd : IV) ibat my Wife, though a ferious 
woman, could njtTtnaginc what was the matter with 
nie. But thefe imprcHions wore off, and 1 flill con- 
tinued a flave to gamir.g, my befetting fin. How- 
ever I continued to hear on Sabbaths, and was much 
pleafed with what I heard And after a time, my 
AcAx M/?ttKT, by much perfuafion, prevailed upon 
me to meet in a Clafs, From this time my Chain.^ 
began to fall ©If. I think, 1 h*d uo*,mtv^\i<^S'5.^\v^ 
B b 
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times, before all ray outward fins left me, and I 
ihook '.fFrill my old Companions. 

I was now a clofe Attenddnt on all the M'ans of 
Gfdce. 1 clearly faw, that 1 was a Fallen fpirit ; and 
1 ris cipfiily fjw, that Religion was to reftore me to 
x\\w Image of GoD from which I fell. It was now 
the Fvcrof God took place in my Soul'. Butint*.i« 
I was greatly miftdken ; I thought m^ fclf a good 
B Jievpr ; wliereas I was then as ignorant of the Na- 
turc cf Faith as I am now of Greek. Sjon after. I. 
h-^:J Mr. W( fl.y preach on, Believe in the Lord 
Jr.sus Chkist, and thou ShMt be fdvfd. I Itften. 
trd Vv ry attentively, but Qill could not find out what 

Yd\l\\ .V3S. 

The fame Evening! went to Mr. M«xfiefd's Chap» 
cj. He was preaching upon the fame Text. He 
fiiiid, Faiih is a Divine Convi&ion Chkist 
died for me*' Bui I found, I could no more give 
my fell This Convi3io», tha-nl eould make a World, 
It was now tht Holy GhosT convinced me of fin,, 
becaufe I believrd not in Jesus. I went h'^me in 
deep heavincfs, and told my Wife, 1 was an Unbe- 
liever, and thcr if I died as i was, I fhould go to helK 
1 was utterly fl iin bv thofe Words, He that believeik 
not^ Si^ll it: damned, F )r warn of this Convitlien 
of unbelief, how many thoufands flop (hort oi Sav* 
ing faith ! 

But though ( was fo fully couvinced of fin, 1 waa 
fo far from being difcouraged, that I was all Hope, 
knowing that il all the fii)S of the' World wert? up- 
on me, the Mercies of GOD infinitely furpafled 
them all. 

About Chriftmas I went to hear the Letters read.. 
One of which gave an account of a wonderiul Woi t 
among the Children at Kmgfwood, forae of whom, 
were detci mined not to eat oi fl^ep till ihev knewr 
their Rn$ were forgiven. I went home full of the 
S/?rn/ (f Mourning, and yei V.^^wViw^x^ftexpea. 
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ation. The next day my Soirow was fo great, that 
1 could n. f Work: till upon praying wiih a Friend, 
the Cloud bej^an to difperfc and Light bro- e irto 
in\ S .ul. But I was detfrmintd not to le fatisficd 
With any thingjfwrt oj an ASSURANCE oj Pardon. 
In ih\s fiiuation of mind l went to Bed. About two 
o'clock the next Morning, December 30, 1770, 1 
was awakened by a full frofeof the Levi; of God. 
The Skies poured down- Righieoufnefs inio my Soul, 
aiid I could boldly fay, 

** For me, I now believe h£ died ! 

** He made iixy every crirae liis own.** 

I was now happy in God ; His Spirit bearin^j 
uithefs with nay fpirit, that 1 was a child of GOD. 
But about three days after, I was forely tempted ; 
and a thought flriking my mind, that I was to be a 
Preacher, tnis put me upon many reafonings, which 
ilrengthened the temptation. 1 believe th^ thought 
was from God : yet, for fix weeks I- was greatly 
perplexed. However, 1 never lofi, fojr one moment, 
the fenfe of my acceptance. Yea, and I knew the 
Work of the Spirit was going on, and felt the 
Bteffcdnefs of enduring temptation. 

Being at Spitalfields on Sabbath, I was greatly 
flreg'hened while thofe Words were finging, 

** Ev*n now the Lord doth pour 

"His Blessing from Above 
** A Kindly Gracious Shoiv'r 

*' Of Heart^re*viiHng Love : 

The Former and the Latter Rain, 
** The Lovfof Gop and Love of Man.*' 

My Faitk was ftrengihed, my Peace flowed like a 
River ^ and 1 had a clearer view of a Crucified 
Saviour. About this time a Hymn-Book of Mr. 
Charles Wefley's fell into my hands, which fpeaks 
largely and particularly concerning entire SanfiLv&ca.^ 
tion 1 read it with aiienuon,^u4cQtCk^%\vcvV^\>«^v^ 
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the Scripture, a fair profpe6l opened to my vie«^. 
At the r^sroe time I f^w my vail diflance froco it, in 
a manner I never did before. And yet I wanted to 
fee it more, and could not bow ray knee, but words 
to this purpofe flawed from my Lips, 

** Shew me, as my Soul can bear, 

" The depth ot inbred fin : 
*• All the unbelief declare, 

" The prid* thM lurks within.*' 

My Prayer wa|«nfwered : I had a furprifing Vieu 
of the total fiofglnefs of my Heart. I knew this 



be faved from all before Death. I believed it 
poffible to be thus faved io a moment : and I be- 
lieved that moment was near. So that I could 
cheerfully fing, 

'* The Glorious Crown of Righteoufnefs 
" 1 o me rcachM out I view 2 
Conqueror through him, I foon (ball feize 



In this flare of mind I went to Spltalfic^id's Chap, 
el. Mr. Wtfley's Text was, Now is iht Day of 
Salvation. He addreffed himfelf chiefly to Be- 
Jievers, I found I was one to whom this word of 
Salvation w^s kni. An inexpreflibie hunger and 
third after Fufl Salvation took place in my Soul.— 
And I thought, furely I (hall be filled therewith. But 
the queflion is, When ? Tbe anfwer was, If thou 
canll believe, n^z^i^the Day of Salvation, And I 
was clearly convinced of unbelief, as I was before 
my Juftification. GoD told me HIS time was now. 
Unbelief told me, it was not now. O the wicked« 
nefs of a Heart that is but partly renewed in thei/n« 
age of God ! 

As I formerly felt that I only wanted Faith in or-^ 
der to be Juflified, fo I now felt, that I only wanted 
l^dith in orocr to be Sau£l'v?itd, Bm\ 1 ^very 




believed it pcifible to 



And wear it as my due. 
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one that aflceth receiveih. I therefore gave royfclf 
to Prayer, nothing doubling but God would anfwer. 
For iwo days 1 prayed continually. 1 prayed in nny 
Ihop c I prayed in ihe flrect : I prayed rifing up : I 
})rayed lying down. The Lord heard and anfwer- 
ed me. At the end of two days, ii feemed as if my 
ftreniTth failed me, and 1 could only fay, *' LOKD, I 
will believe : help ihou my unbeliet !** I was ena- 
bled to biing the words to the prefeni tnoment. I 
felt that Faiih which britigeth Salvation, and rejoic- 
ed with Jfoy unfptak&hlt and Juliof Glory, la that 
moment I was as clearly faved from fin, as ever I 
was Juftified. And this BlcISng was beftowed up- 
on me, only eight Weeks after the former. 

Surely when God gives any Blefling, it is his 
will that we (hould keep it. But I did not keep this 
long. I fancied, becaufe I had much love, 1 had 
much Knowledge, and that therefore few could teach 
vne. I forgot that I had need every moment of the 
intercedion of Chr: ST. And 1 fixt my own mean- 
ing on feveral Texts of Scriptur®, which expofed me 
to a flood of EnthufiafiB. This brought on fome 
loving oppofition from my Brethren, which was not 
always received in the Spirit of Meeknefs. And I 
funk lower and lower till I had no longer any pre- 
tence to Perf ect Love. But notwiihlljndingmy 
great unfaithfulnefs, God did not wholly withdraw 
Bimfelf from me. 1 ftill retai-^.ed a fenfe of Accert- 
ance^ which indeed 1 have, not lojl an hour Jince I firji- 
received it. But yet 1 fenfibly felt, that it is an e- 
vil and a bitter thing, to fin again ft God. M/ nat' 
ural tempers again prevailed, and i could not keep 
myfelf from idols. I was barely kept from outward 
. lin. And this, 1 knew, was not my own Streugih. 

Toward the latter end of the Year 1774 it pleafed 
G o D to ilir me up ane -v. I was dee^l^ cviCiN*\t\c^^ 
my falh J again felt foo\i(b dttue^^ iKe fcax oj ^\a'a, 
B b 2 
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and various other evils in my Heart. And I could 
truly Ta]^, 

" 'lis ;^orrc thah Death my God to love, 
** And not my Gud alone !" 

Till that momorable day, December 12, 1774; 
yea, od the iorme r part ot that day, I was torn by 
unruly paflions, by the Love of the World, and a 
train of evils. Yet in the roidil ot all I poured out 
my Soul to God in much Prayer. In the midftof 
all a thought fprung up, " I u ill go to the Taberna* 
c!c," I went, being llill in the Spirit of Prayer.— 
Mr. J )fs preached from part of the fourth Chapter 
to the Romans. Although I could not agree with 
him, that '* Ail believers are ftaggcrers," yet his 
preaching fo much below my experience, was fanc- 
tified to me. I looked to 60 1>, and the Spirit of 
fupplication was poured into my Soul. 1 w^s a- 
tbirft for GoD, I opened my mouth wide, and in- 
deed HE filled it. He fpckc to my Heart, I zviU 
lUanfe thee Jrom all thy fiUliine/s and Jrom all thine 
idols, Thefe words paffed my mind feveral times, 
leiore I attended to them At length I ftarted and 
thought, furely this is the Voice of God to my Soul, 
I determined to hold the Promife fall, though Sdtan 
endcavonred to tear it from rne. This was about 
the middle of the Sermon, the latter part of which was 
wade very ufeful to me, the Spirit of God apply- 
ing i: in a higher fcnfe than the Pteacher intended 
it. 1 went home, praying all the way, my whole at- 
tention being fixed upon, 

•* 1 J.c fure Prophetic Word of Grace, 

Ihat glmuuci d tlirough my Nature's night.'* 

1 then ffcll unfpeakable Happinefs in my deliver- 
ance. But a ^ucry came, How wiii it be to-mor- 
row ?" It wai anfwered in my heart, '* To-morrow 
tc tfis tkis day I iind tuuci\ mote abundant." 
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The next Morning I rofe to the Preaching wiih 
eafe, which before feemed an impofiibllity. In the 
courfe of a Day there are not wanting in a family, 
many little trying circuftances. Some l^emptations 
alfo to pride, to anger, and to felf-will, prefented 
themfelves. But in all things I was more than con- 
queror. The Fear oi man llkewife was removed, fo 
that I could reprove, warn, and exhort every one. 
Meantime the Promt/is fljwed into my heart with- 
out obfiru&ion. I eafily perceived ike Change was 
univerfal, and felt that I was cUanfcd from All my 
idols^ and all my filihinefs. And 1 feemed to have 
light equal to my Love ; fo that in one week I had 
a clearer inflght into the Lite of Fatih, than I had 
for feveral Years. Thus Jesus favcs his People 
from their Gas. 

My heart being thus fet at Liberty^ a thought 
v.'hicb I had had Years before, that it >v«s the Will ol 
God I (hould be a Preacher, returned with greater 
force than ever. Bat I itmtmhtxti, Ih that kluv^ 
tth Jhall not make hajle^ and was thoroughly willing 
to wait God's time. I knew it was God's Work 
and HIS only, to make a Preacher of the Gofpel, 
aitd that the more paflive I was, the more fit I Oiould 
be for the Masters ufe. In this peaceful frame 
of mind I remained, attending to the leading of his 
Spirit, and the opening of his Providence^ till not 
long after I went with fome oi our Friends to a 
Work-houfe, where one of them preached. I felt 

freat love to the poor people. As we were coming 
ack, one of our Brethren afked me, *• Are you wil- 
ling to give them a Sermon next Sabbaih mor^.ing?** 
I looked upon this to be a call of Providence, 
and therefore durft not refufe it. Sq 1 wi^nt and 
fpoke to them from thofe Words, *• AJk, and it Jhalt 
be given you and 1 had a Teftimo/iy wiihin, that 
I pleafed God. 

Not long after, being excced\iv^v?twj 
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time I fuffer^d thf Will God willingly, che»^ 
fuilv, joxfui'v. By this ill'^crls i cured dn« 
Olh. r <lifoidtrr, which oiherwife mnW have been mjr 
df'i'ht ai'd was made rDore capable both inwardly and 
ou? Arirdly, of d nug the W-.rk 1 was called to. 

When I gjt'rier d (Iren^ih. I w^s advifcd to go in- 
.to the Coomry , ar.d benijj recommended to our 
Friends di Dorking, 1 fpent fjxJrer days wiih them. 
May God repay ihern tor the love ihcy fliewed me! 
When i came back I was quite capable of my Bu- 
fiD?f§. which 1 cheeifully entered upom^ being eqjdl- 
ly willing to woik at my Trade, or to pT:rach the 
Gofpel. But in ihe latter end of July, i •^80, one 
afking me, wheiber 1 had no thoughts of being a 
Travelling Preacher ? 1 owned \ had : and having 
juft buried two of my Children, \ thought thetim? 
was come. I was accordingly propofed at theBrif* 
tol Conference, and appointed lor the'Salribury Cir- 
cuii. Many of my prudent friends hkimcd me much 
for leaving a quiet, comfortable bufinefs.* But I had 
Counted the coft. So on Monday, 5eptemi>er 1 1, 1 
fct cut for Salifbury. When I left my Wife and 
three Children, 1 felt a roixtur? of Joy and Grief, 
but with a full Refignation io»thc Will oi God. I 
have been about five months in my Circuit, and am 
more convinced, that this is the pleafanteft life un- 
der Heaven. Though 1 hare left my Wife, and 
Children, and dearell Friends, and Houfe, and Bu- 
finefs, and wander about, chiefly on foot, thro' cold 
and rain, I find my mind uninterruptably happy s I 
feel a Conjlant Witnt/s of the Work wrought in ray 
Heart by the Spirit of Holinefs. I have received in 
this world a hundred fold : and I know^ that when 
my earthly Houfe of this Tabernacle is diflblved, I 
Jiave a Building of God ; a Houfe not made wub 
hands, Eternal in the Heavens 
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I WAS born, May, 1736, in the Kirktown of For- 
tingdle, near the River Lyon, and not tar from 
the lovely banks of ihe ***Sofl. winding Tay/- Bread* 
•Ibin, Perthftiire. 

I claim kindred to the Stuarts, M'Donald's, and 
M*Giegor's Families; perhaps more famed in fiofjr 
tor mariial ex^Toits, than for any extraordinary aU 
taiojnients in Religioi*. 

It hi^ht hdvc been better for me to have had » 
hardy*. Bighlahd education ; bat of this I was de^ 
prived by the re'moval of nny Paren s to Edinburgh^ 
when I was very young* Here! had the heft edu* 
catiosr my Father could give me. who was mv only 
Schoolmaftrr. He was etttemed a pret y good SchoU 
ar ; but I doubr knew little ol the Lite and Power 
oi Religion. Yet be prayed with us at times, made 
us learn the aflernbly's fhorter catechifm, aod cook, 
care of as to the b^^fl ol his knowL-dge I loft hinr 
early^ which was a lofs inJe-d 1 For my Moiher bc« 
ilMj^looeafy and i:rdulgent. let us have oiu OWQ way, 
jibtch led us 10 all ihe iollies and fms we were cap- 
able of. 1 do not remember that any Cr^^ature took 
any pains to inftruft nje till I wa« near twenty years 
pf aga; but oll^Lady D. of 
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times, advifed ir.e well as (he could. And yet 
the Lord did not Ic-ave me without drawings from 
above : for having a BookiQi inclination, 1 read, and 
wept very often till tny head ached, and hardly knew 
what ailed n:e. Only I wanted to be a Chriftian, 
and to beeafy and happy, but knew not how. Had 
any living Chriflian taken a little pains to inform me 
I d^iiibi net but I (bould have embraced the offers of 
Mirry lo .g Dciore 1 did. Indeed I never felt any 
(pi: it of oD^Mjfiiion to Religion and religi. >us perfons. 
For as I had neither the Form nor the Power of Re- 
ligion myftlf, I knew I had little reafon to fpeak an 
unkind word of thofe that had any appearance of ei* 
thcr. 

i w?.s from my infancy feeble and tender : yet haY. 
ing many Relations in the Army, no employment 
would relilh with me but a Soldier's life; hence ray 
Mother never could prevail with me to follow any 
regular buGnefs, and this expofed me to vain and 
wicked Company. Yet having fome tendernefs of 
Confcience left, repenting and finning, Irefolvinc and 
breaking through my Refolutions, made *m) lite a 
we.irinels indeed. So, in order to be happy, I re- 
folved to fee the World in a military life. Hefece 
I i .lifted, the latter end of 1754. into the teeth Re* 
giment of Foot, None of my Fiiends kti'ew what 
Was become ot roe, till 1 wrote to my Mother from 
Lim^iick in Ireland. My Mother being infirm, did 
not furvive 1' is 1. ng • fhe died the Spring follow- 
ing : dud 1 (ear my dlfobediencif hafler.ed her depar- 
ture. An awakened Confcience will [m^r^^Jirfi or 
Lift, for this (in. among lUbers, ftubbornnefs and dif- 
ob''(iit.nce lo Pdrtrnts. S*> did mine: for the day I 
inliilerj, I thought, now 1 have done for Sb|kl-ftpd 
Body ; for 1 c^uld form no conception how a SNA* 
dicr could bt- Religous, ^" 
In the JSumiuCr of 1755, we encamped near the 
City oi Calhcl, eight Regiments oLEiJOt, and twobf 
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Horfe, where William Coventry, a Corporal in the 
Royal Scotch, fre(|ueatly preached. I heard him 
once, and felt nothing but a kind of iftonder at hit 
courage is preaching among fuch a fet as we were, 
I little T^hought, that in lefs than four Years, I 
Ihould be engaged in the fame Work, io another 
Camp. 

We returned to Limerick , ior Winter quarter 
where I began to confider (as the SoHiers had then 
a great deal of leifure time in the Winter) how I 
ihould pafs my tedious moments ; I could play at 
cards, and other games, (then common among the 
Soldiery, but now happily fuppreffed) hut I feldom 
liked my company. For though I could fwear (ome- 
times, yet t could not reliOi fo much of it, as they 
were addified to. I therefore bought and borrowed 
all the plays, novels, and romances, I could lay my 
hands upon : reading late and early. And my read, 
ing had this cffcQ at leaft, that it kept me out of 
wdrfe diver Hons, and gave my mind a turn above 
fuch intemperance and lewdnefs, as were too com* 
Hion among men of my rank. 

At laft an old Soldier, in th: fame barrack room 
with me, found fault with me for fpeoding my time, 
and fpoiling my eyes in reading fuch trajh. I tho*c 
I will fhew you, 1 can read Religious Books as well 
as others. But I had none of my own. I borrow* 
ed two from one of our Soldiers. One of them was 
the Marrow of modern Divinity, which being wrote 
by way &f dijl *gue, attra6ted my attention ; and be- 
fore I read it halt through, I was " uly, though gent. 
)y convinced, that I was a loft Tinner, and that 
Chkist was alll wanted tomdke meeafy, fatisfied, 
and happy. 

Now it was that a deep fenfe of my time, youth, 
and heahh fpent in fin and lolly ; my ingratitude to 
God, the bejl of Fathers; my flighiin^^ol Cukis^t 
fo \ovgf and grieving the Bui.S^l.Ii^^V'^^'^ 
c c 
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my heart, and made my eyes a Fountain of tears .~ 
I awoke as from a dream, afad faw all about me, like 
the men oi Sodom, blind ard groping about for hap* 
pinefs ; cr?Oeep, with ftorms oi Wrath reitdy to but ft 
upon their heads. The immediaie conrrquence was, 
a diflafte to ail my Books and diverfions. I exchan- 
ged ihem for Religious Trails: and having ^pray» 
irtg Heart, it foon found a praying pUce ; for as I 
bad no place of retirement in my Room, 1 found a 
covered Battery on the Caftte wall. This foon be- 
came my Clofrt ; and when on Guard, I ufed to cor« 
ermy headuiih my Watch Cloak, and flopping my 
ears with my fingers, fpent many a happy mctnent 
in conveife with God, weeping and making Sup* 
plication. 

Although I now forfook, in a fenfe, all for Christ 
yet there was, at times, fuch a mixture ot feriouf- 
Defs and levity, that fome might conclude 1 had na 
tinQure of the Fear of God. But my trifling in 
the day, made me often water my couch with tears 
at night. But I had none to guide me ; I did not 
know a man, among feven hundred, that had my 
knowledge of fuch a work as I now felt in my mind. 

There was one indeed, who I thought maft have 
Tomething in him, becaufe he was fober, and read 
good Books. But when 1 began t0 tell a little of 
what I felt, 1 iouod bin an entire firanger to every 
thing of the kind. However, the LoRO made up 
the want olChrifiian Ftllowjhip^ by fending me fuch 
Books, from time to time, as turprifingly luited my 
ca{e, particularly AllurCs Alarm, which proved ot 
wonderful fervice to me. Among his dire £lion<^r 
Convtrfion, he advifes the reader to enter into Cpv* 
cnani with God ; a form ot which he has there giv* 
en. 1 took 'he advice, fet apart a day of fyjltng and 
prayer^ wrote the Covenant and figotd it, and it was 
not long bt fore the Lokd [htwtd me HZ did M^i 
4f^i/e the day of fmcUl iAmgs, 
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There was a Society of Methodi&s in the Town, 
but 1 knew them not ; and when I did» they were 
fuch obj^ds ot uiiiverftfl conteiDpt, that 1 hardly 
knew what to make ol them ; however, the laft niKhc 
of this Year, I ventured to go, and. heard Mr. OA* 
die. ! likewife began the Year 1756 with them, and 
from that time never miffed an opportunity of bear* 
iog, morning, and evening. 

I ihink it was in April thia Year, that the LoRB 
jofiified me by His Grace. I ofed to fpend all myc 
time in bed, while awake, in weeping and prayers 
and it was in one of thefe weeping nights, that im 
a» inftant the Lord brought me out of darknefsioi 
to H I s Marvellous Light'. I did not know then what 
to Call IT ; but ITS efiefis W£re m^wf. I found an 
uncommon c6ncern for the Souls :6f theSoldiert^ 
and the fight of a Methodift ufed^ tofet my Heart 00 
firt with loxte. Yet for half a Year, not a Soul of 
thefh (poke a-wjord to ms, though Lfometimes threw!; 
Bay fel l in their way. For, much did 1 long to be ac« 
quainted with theoH but my* fhynefs Wits fuch, thati 
1 could not break through to fpeak to them. 

Mr. John. Well ^y, and Mr. Thonws WaHh, made 
U3 a viSt this Summer ; and O, what a Heaven up. 
on £arth did I feel in hearing ihcm I and yet I couldr 
not fpeak to them for my life. At length, that fei 
rious man, Mr. Thorn «s Seccombe, took notice oS 
me, and when he was about to leave Limerick, de« 
fired. Sidney Hoey, (a mother in Ifrael (he was to me 
and many of the Soldiers) to get acquainted with me. 
She brought me to her houfe, and the fame day to a 
Clafs- Meeting, which was a day of gladnefs to me; 
for I had often found Solomon's words fulfilled*— 
Wfit to him that is alone when he JalUth. For whea 
1 fell into perplexities and temptations, I had no one 
to help me ; but now 1 found the real btnejit of hav« 
ing Fellowihip with a loving People. 

Part of J7J7 and 58, 1 Ipcm %lTia\K\tL^^^\K»wA 
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their Fello^ftip there alfo of ver^r great fervi(;d — 
The Preachers were lively, aod faithful Lovers of 
difcipline. The Society retained mach of their fim* 
pitctty and teachablenefs, aod were in a good degree 
prepared for the bleffed Revival which followed fome 
iifoe after, under Mr. John Manners. 

It was of uncommon advantage to me to be among 
the Methodifts, at a time, when both the Preachers 
and people loved M our Difcipline, andpraQifed it. 
Ifiw the hie fed conftq-utncts ; fct jtw cared to Jl^ 
dmowg us, ,but fuch as retained their Jervour for the 
whole of Religion, Falfe Brethren, efpecially. were 
fooB tired, and went to the Independents, Anab^p• 
lifts, or Moravians. But with great fimplicity we 
u/ed to crowd to th: Sa:rament, at St Patrick's, in 
Dublin, oi the Cathedral at Limerick, ^Eeiery Sat* 
hath. The/e wire happy times to me ; tor although 
1 was bred a Preibyterian, (if 1 waa bied any thtag) 
yet the Love of Go» threw down the Walls of Par^ 
iition, and made me love to 6e there, where If fomiil 
mod ot the People of Goiy. 1 foon faw our plan 
to be more nerble than any poor narrow diffenting 
fch?me whatever, as intending th« good of thoofands 
and tens of thoufands, in the great bodies ot the efw 
tabliflied Churches ; and f am fiill convinced, that 
our prefent fituation is infinitely better calculated for 
general good rhait tlie belt planned fepacation- that 
can be conceived. 

What occafioned'my eoramencing a Preacher, waa 
as follows. In September, 1758, we returned to 
Limerick ; and as Government refolved to (hoot a' 
Deferter in every City, in terrorem, the lot fell on a 
young Man in our Regiment to die in Limerick.«— 
His name was Jofeph Newton ; ha was a Derbyfhire 
man, tweity>two years of I longedto taU with 
bim; but as he was kept in a public Guard-houfe, 
with no place of retirement, I could not tell how ta 
/peak to or praj wuh h\m, %mot^^ mck^ Peo^lc^ 
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Bat wheB I found the Adjutant had been to iarorm 
him that he muft die on Monday, (this was 00 the 
Tuefday before) I faw I had no time to lofe, 1 n^nt 
in, and found him weeping, as if his heart would 
break, and reading tht n^Aou Duty of Mtin wi:h ail 
bis might: like a drowning man catching at any thing 
io favebim. I fpokea Uw words to him then, and 
•gain in the evening, tboogh wiih uncommon reluc* 
lance, there being many Soldiers round ua. I pray- 
ed with him, and found very great freedom to fpeak 
10 him and to all that were prefent. He had no pie^, 
but f^w himfelf an undone Tinner without help, and 
almoR without hope. Some of us vifiied him twice 
or thrice a day, and on Thurfday his Soul was fet at 
Liberty. From that time he witnefled a good con* 
fcrlEon to ail that fpoke to him. Eveiy one that f4W 
bim go to the place where he was (hot, could not 
but admire the terene joy that appeared in bis coun- 
tenance« He faid but little, but his calm, happy 
Death made a deep impreffion on many of our Sol- 
diers; for they could not but difcern the difference 
between him and one they faw die awhile before a.t 
Dublin, who (hewed the grcateft relu£lance, t!)# 
Field. Officer of the day being obliged to ride up to 
him feveral times to tell hinxhe mu/l die; while Jo- 
feph Newton was not above ten minutes on his knees 
bciore he dropt the (ignal, and went to Paradife. 

1 thought, now was the time to try what could be 
done among the Soldiers. I therefore told feveral, 
that as many as had a mind, might ccme to my room 
every night after Roll calling, and I would Gng« 
read, and pray with them as well as I could. They 
came and crowded my Room, and in a little while I 
had a clafs of them. But about the beginning of the 
year 1759, 1 was ord<rrjd for Scotland on the re- 
cruiting iervice. I iound this not to be eafy work 
for a Chriftian, yet, through Mercy, 1 was kept from 
outward (in. 

c c 2 
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Lord. As I knew rery little of myfelf when the 
Lord jaftified me, he faw good to (hew me now 
my utter belplefiTnefs, bv leading iQe into the pais, 
ful fchool of feir koowledge. And a dull Scholar 
I proved, being five years in learning what others 
bare learned in lefs than five months. 

Yet notwithftanding my wretchsdnefs, our little 
Society at Gal way was wonderfullj^ bleft. Asthere 
was about this ixmc^ Glorious Revival in many parts, 
of the three Kingdoms, 1 communicated, to themr 
from time to time, the intelligence I received of the 
Work, and the Fire foon kindled among them alfo. 
All were happy, or in earned but me, and I dur(L 
tell very few my fid cafe, for fear of hurting them. 
This was often the language of my Heart, 

Mf Soul in fm fo rooted flands* 
" No common Miracle can move, 
*^ I know my Spirit" s cure demands 
•* Thy hole Omnipotence of Love. 

But whether thou haft ever.heal*d 
" A Spirit fo defperatc as mine, 
" It lies, alas, from me conceal'd, 

" in loweft depths of Lova DiviRX/? 

It it be afked, what could induce me to continue 
in the Means of Grace ? I anfwer, I never doubted 
my former Experience of the truth and reafiiy of Re* 
li^ian ; and (befides an unseen hand that upheld 
ipe) I retained a fuH Convi6lton, that in the Favour 
pf ^ God alone there was Life and happiuefs. So I 
w:as determined to be happy in the Favour of GoOj 
or rcfufe every oth^r comfort. 

It was ;^hen I was thus in darknefs, and in the 
deep^ that the Lord, in a njoment, rcjiored to me the- 
^oy of HIS Salvation. This was like a plenteous. 
Slower, upon a parched and dry land, that loon made 
my Soul like a watered Garden. The Lord now 
ltd me into Green P^/l^res^ befide the Slitl Waters, — 
fFjiai a change was thiii^Th^ Soul th^i was before, 
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til (atnult and coofufiort, was now all Joyhni Peact 
through believing. This was about June, 1763. 

And yet I foon found I had ooi'attained what J. 
Dillon and S. Horv, informed me they hadattained, 
iriz. A Mind conflantly Jlaxd upon God, and kepi in 
Per/ta Peace 

Being about this time confined to my Room, a 
violent inflammation id my cheek, my pain made me 
jiray the »nore earneflly, that the Peace^^i GOD might 
ieep my Heart and M^nd alfo. Th' Lokd heardv 
and gave me « Glorious anfwer. / frit Juch a Jud* 
den, and fuck a delightful Change^ as 1 never before 
conceived poffible. My Joy was indeed Unfpeaka^ 
ties my Hope Ju l of Immortality $ and my Peac8 
flowed likt a River, 1 then undf^rffood tbofe words 
as I never did before, We all, with open Fa'-e, behoU 
ding as in a Glafs the Glory of the Lok D are chan'm 
ged into the fame imagk. Jrom Glory to Glory, €• 
ven as by the Spirit of the Lord 

Juft then wc were ordered to the North of Ire* 
larid» to quell a fet of Riotera» called Hearts of Oak 
Being fomething better. I marched on till we came 
to Carrick on Shannon, when our Surgeon told me 
I muft go no farther, at the peril of my Lt(e. lAy 
exceffive pain, and the being left behind, would at 
fome other time have tried me fufficiently : but now^ 

«« All was Calm, and Joy^ and feace.^*^ 

And here it was that I firft underftood, <how the 
Blefled Martyrs could clap their hands in the flanesV 
for although for fome nifthts my pain was exciucia« 
tin^, yet all was tranquility within. 

The little Society here, and the M'Neily's Family 
in particular, took remarkable care of me. The 
Lord grant they may find Mtrcy of him in That 
Day. This ftaie continued feveral months; but hav- 
ing none to direfi me, and not being fufficiently a- 
ware of the need there wai tat conjlftnl uaU>w\\kW\^ 
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ftnd prdyer, I fell, by degrees, from tbat He AVI « 
of Love. 

In the beginning of 1764 I was called to fuffer a 
little f )r the Teftimony ot Jesus. Andiodeed but 
a little; for what were a few threateoings, a liiilere* 
proach and fliame, a few flones, or rotten tggi| to 
whit many, of the fkar Servants of GOD have fuf« 
liered even in this age ? 

Our LieuteoantXolonel did not care what a Sol- 
dier*! Religion was, provided he did his duty; but 
our Major, a warm blunderer, to whom the com* 
aaand 01 the Regimeai was left for a time^ thought 
it a dilgraee to have a Sergeant a Preacher among 
shem. He therefoce refolved ta drive me oQt cff 
Freachiogif poffible. 1 AiaII nQteotcr opoaa det«| 
of the frvtral meaos.he ufed for this porpofe, art 
believe he wat.aOi^fla^pf them himrclt beforcl left 
liHD'. Hefoaod.toefo' mncb'the Soldier^ bowevei^ 
as not to be frightenedoutof wJml ibougbt was Ay 
duty. Yet .1 foondrit so eafy matter to walk the 
flreets of New/y, ajgasing ftock to both oU^ and 
jFonng;. At iaftt aa he- found be couid not prevent 
sny preaching, be hit upon a method to get quit of 
mi : naoiely, to put ae into the tenth Gompao)\ 
which was foon to be reduced. And thus it was 
tbat the Lord iirvfii me out into tkt Harviji : for I 
was determined not to leave the Army, till Come clear 
providence fct roe free. Before the time came for 
the reduilion of tlie Company, fome of the frieikily 
Officers wanted me to Aay, aodTaid they would gtt 
the Major to put fome old Sergeant in my plaoe* I 
begged they would not, and they acquiefced; -Some 
of them, indeed, wiflied I could perfuade all their 
Men iro be religious, for they bad no trouble with 
-the Methodift Soldiers, but enough with the otherSi 
Yet they told me, they feared what our Entht^fy^ 
would turn to : and mentioned Cromwell, who could 
prekcl^ and pray one paxl o( tVie A\Ll and ' 

pluader ibe qcber. 
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Never were words more applicable to thefe fetr* 
fill men than the following : 

The same in your esteem, 

" Falsehood and Truth yc joi« \. 
" The wild Pretender's dream, 

" And real Work Divine : 

Between the Substance and the show^ 

** No diPence you can find ; 
*• For colours all, full w ell we know. 
Are equal to the Blind/* 

Were the Chaplains men of tcz\ Piety and cour- 
age, much Good might be done in the Army ; but 
the Chipiaincy is generally a kind o\ finecure, and 
ihe care of Souls is left to an) worihlefs Wrefch, 
that will do it at an eafy rare. When we lay in on« 
City, the.careof four or five Reg^m^*nis ur^s left to 
an unhappy Man, who was an orj^fk of commoA 
ridicule among the Soldiers, for his perpetual Drunk* 
ennefs. 

But although ray commanding Officer could not 
binder-me from Pre^iching, and God gave me to fee 
the Fruit of nay Labours, yet I was not thoroughly 
f^iisfied in my own mind that it was my dtity to 
.preach ; but this Spring, at Watertord, God revie- 
ed HIS work wonderfolly among that Society, and 
{ei my mind free from every ferople ; foihat when 
-Mr. Wcfley wrote roe word, that if I left the Army?, 
he bad immediate work for me, 1 bad no objfdion 
but the precarious Date of my health : for by preacb- 
ing loud, and long, and by reading at all hours, I had 
•brought myfrlf fo low, that our Surgeon for^etimes 
tliought me in a confumption. Mr Wefley told me 
•in tfnfwer to my ohjedion, thai our Master hadalt 
Power in Hcaven^and in Earth, and that as my day^ 
Jo Jhould my Jlttngth Be And in the latter er.d of 
1764 1 found my It'll at Liberty, to go where PkO* 
-Vli>tNC£ dire«ed 

I waj BOW catering upon a n^yi vcwae^\\i&&^'»^ 
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though I wai twfnty . eight years of ige, I vat aa 

utier il ranker to Mankind : hence I imagined that 
blunt H l eftv, Innocency, would bear me thro' 
any thing ; but 1 have Gnce learned, that we neeJ 
the W. dom of the fetprnt, as well al the Innocence 
of the Djve. in our d;?aUngs with men, even about 
thf 'r SouLs. I mention this as an apology for fome 
parts of mv co:!du6l, which bad not always a due 
mixture of calm Wifdom ; my native impetuofity 
often hurrying me be)ond ihe bou*^ds of modera- 
tion ; a thing too common with well-meaning, zeal* 
ous young mf^n. 

1 would obferve farther, that I was kept in fuch 
Watchtulnefs & irnderncfs of confcicnce, nineyeaiS 
after I knew fomething of Religion among the Sold* 
iery. as to my grief and fliame 1 have not always rc« 
tained flnce tl.at period. I was then continually a« 
mong the open enemies of Religion, which partly o* 
billed me to vigilance, but being fincc then chitfly 
among the profelt Friends of Religion, how often 
have 1 been oflF my Watch ! O where are we fafc, 
beyond the power of finning, but in Paradijei 

When I came to Dublin, our Society and Preach- 
ers received ere in the kindefl, manner, and a com- 
fortjible time 1 fpent with them that Wiorer. 

One of our Captains, without my Knowledge, 
now recommended me to a late Nobleman, who, he 
told me, had an eafy place lor roe, and d^-fired my 
anfwer in two or three days. I thanked him, and 
told him I had chofen another employment. 

Here 1 was acquainted with Dr. Davis, wbofe 
Cdfc is worth relating. He was formerly remarkable 
for a p' Culiar ii\e:y turn of wit on all occafionii, and 
hc'f pv w ^ ih Company that ccu!d ger hinr» to fpend 
the tven.fjg with them. -B t being perfuaded by a 
F i nd to hear Ji)hn Carr, one of our local Preach- 
ers, iwb CoT)panions, alas, lofl their merry adrew,^ 
Me wld me thai he weu\ \.o \tt vVv^ V«^^V.t\^mwlY 
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to take him oflF, as he expreffcd it : but," faid he, 
while I was leaning on 017 caoe, looking at him 
through my fingers, during his firfi Prayer an arrow 
went to my Heart, which feot me home bruifed and 
wounded/* He then Tought the True Physician, 
WHQ foon brought him to a healthful mind* 

The Regiment of Dragoons, of which he was fur* 

5 eon, marched into Dublin while I was there. One 
ay, being at the Soldiers* infirmary, a (erious Man, 
the Porter of the Houfe, one Francis May, faid to 
him, Sir, we want prayer^ and a word of exhortation, 
very much in thi% houfe : would you pray with two 
or three. Sir, if i get them together ? Really Frank, 
faid the Do£lor, '* I never prayed in my life, but 
with two or three feriuus People, and I know not 
bow to begin with any otlier." Sir, faid Frank, it 
is high time you fliould begin. Begin to-day^ Sir, 
begin now ( The Dodor was prevailed on. Away 
went Frank, and informed them through all the 
boufe, that Dr. Davis was going to preach to them. 
Down came every Soul that ctuld crawl ; the fick, 
the lame, and the laxy, to the loag room, where the 
ChapJaips ufed to read Prayers. Away came Frank 
to the DoQor, Now Sir, faid he, " 1 have got a few 
of them " When the DoQor came to the room 
door, and faw the place full, he was for going back. 
Nay Sir, faid Frank, You cannoi^go back foi your 
lite \ There they are, the Lurd has delivered ihens 
into your hands, and will you ftartfrem Vi\%^Wof^kV* 
In (hort, the Do6lor went Hood on a form» fung 
and prayed ; and having bis pocket Bible with him, 
he read a portion to them, diCconrfed an hour and a 
half, and from that time preached to the Soldiers 
wherever he could. As I knew hls^ dangerous fiiua- 
tion, 1 was a little afraid for hkn« But God took 
care of him ; for going to Vv&L {c^m^ vQk. 
JScwgate^ who had a maVNroaA\ Vww^V^ c^m^v^^ 
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infcflioo, and finilhed his courfe, rejoicing in Go» 
his Saviour. 

\Vc had fcveral remarkable Converfions while I 
was in Ireland. One or two more may be mentioned, 
\Vc often think it loft labour, to talk to a roan abottt 
his Soul while drui.k ; but / know to the contrary. 
1 knew one in the Norih ol Ireland, who, going home 
one fummer evening, much in liquor, faw a crowd 
ot people on a green at fome di (lance ; and inMgin* 
irg it to be a cock-fight, he would fee it before 1m 
went home. The Preacher being in the application 
of his difcourfe, faid, Are there any drunkards 
here ? &c." The poor fellow looking up, faid, 
•* Yes, 1 am one " At that inftant he was feized 
with fuch concern for his Soul, as never left him till 
he became a New Man. 

I add another remarkable cafe. We had a little 
Society in the County of Wexford, who ufcd to be 
much pefiered with a PopiQi mob. They met in a 
long Barn, with the doer near one end. The Rab* 
ble wanted to know what they did at their private 
Meetings ; but as the Barn belonged to one that was 
no Methodift, they durft not brci^k open the door. 
At length they contrived that one of ihem (hould get 
into the Barn before the People came, and let hit 
Companions in at a proper time. To conceal him* 
fell the better he got into a fack, and lay down be- 
hind the door. When the Society were all in, they 
faflened the door as ufual. Soon after came the 
mob, hollowing and fliouting to their Friend to let 
them in ; but God found other work for him ; for 
being charmed wt(h the firft Hymn, he thot>ght it a 
thoufand pities (as he afterwards faid) to difiurb them 
while finging it. And when the Prayer began, the 
Power ot Goo did fo confound him, that he roared 
out with might and main. And not having power 
to get out of the fack, lay bawling and fcreaming. 
At iafl one ventured to fee what was the matter, and 
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helping him out, brought hira dp confeflin^ h!s fins 
and crying lor Mercy : which was the beginping of 
lilajling Work in his Soul. 

In the fpnng, there being no Preacher in the Wa- 
teiiord Circuit, 1 went thither, and fpent foroe time 
very agrerably among my former Ac(juaintancc8.— 
Anti now it was that I faw what fpirit many of the 
Itilb Papifts were oh While I carried a fwcjrd by 
my fide, f^w of them cared to fpeak their minds ; but 
now, that rellraint being removed, feveral of tbem 
told me to my face, that they thought it would be 
doing both GoD and the church fervice, to barn all 
fuch as me in one fire ! The infatuation of many oi 
them, owing to the igcorance they are kept in, can* 
sot be defcribed; lor upon the lead pretence, and 
often without any, they rife in large parties, well 
armed, to defiroy the lives and property of iheit 
Neighbours, oppofe the Magiftracy, and even infult 
the Army. 

About this time, a party of the light horfe, being 
on foot, were conveying one of the Whiteboys ^of 
Kilkenny jail. In going through a Village, the Pa* 
pifts crofled the way with a mock Funeral. When- 
they had got the Soldiers in the midft, they threw 
down thtir coffin full of ftones, and fell on, old and 
young, with the greateft fury. The Soldiers defend^ 
ed themfelves, till the Sergeant and three or four 
more were killed, and feveral defperately wounded. 
For this, five of them were hanged at Kilkenny.— 
They all died innocent (they faid) as the child un- 
born i" So did five more, who were executed a little 
while before, for burning a mill, and burying the 
Miller up to the neck. 1 could not underfland at 
fir ft, how moft of the Papifts that die here, by the 
Lands of the executioner, die' declaring their inno- 
cency, till I found out the fecret : having confefled 
all their crimes to the prieft, and received his abfo- 
lution, they believed tbemftWtt ^>i\\\\.^(*t^^tk^H\^\^ 



3^8 Experienee $/ 

forbidden to make coDfeffion to the heretiet. Hoiw^ 
crer, we had the comfort to fee feveral of tbeor 
brought to the experience of real Chrifttanity. Anil 
there no doubt but if there were a few Prcacberf 
of Mr. Wallh's fpirit, we (bould fee many more* 

Mr. Weiley having fignified to me, fome time be* 
fore, that I might tf avel with him if 1 bad a nind, 
I gladly embraced the opportunity, and met him at 
Limerick, in June 1765. This and the next Year^ 
I bad an opportunity of feeing moft of our large So* 
. cietiei In the three Kingdoms ; and had my healthy 
capacity, and induRrv kept pace with my op porta* 
■ities, it might have been a time of extraordinary 
improvement Befides ail other advantages, I had* 
conAantly before me fuch an example of redeeming 
time^ as 1 hope will be of fervice to me while I Hve. 
But however profitable my tcaveJling wuh Mr. 
Wtlley might be, as the exercife waa too much, I 
was obliged to grve it up. 

It was al(b of feivice to me to fpend fome time iQ 
London, among fome of our old, happy Metho* 
dills ; who bore with my weakneffcs, and by their 
prayers and example, confirmed me more and mojce 
in the Truth as it is in Jesus. 

What tha Lord has been doing by me in Kent^ 
Eflex, Norwich, Manchefter, Macclesfield, in tha 
^"7arm, and Thirik circuits, and in Scotland, is known 
to HIM. I blefs Goo that I have feen the Work 
profper and increafe in mpft of tbe Circuits [ have 
been in, Kot indeed in confequence of my Preaching, 
fo much as by fome regard to our Difcipiine, and 
the Labour of my Colleagues* I have been happy, ia 
having ihofe in general with me who were not Drones^ 
but hearty in the flTork of God. And their love to 
Di/cipline has not been labour in vain ; to God a*' 
lane be all the Glory I 

Before I conclude, I mufi not forget to mention . 
one circumftance in order to encourage others^ and 
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to juftify the obfcrvation, " That we hardly knovr 
what we are capable of, till we are put to the trial." 

When I- was in Scotland, 1 remarked that many of' 
the Clergy were naen of fenfe and piety, and took 
real pains in their work. And yet there was in ma. 
xiy places, a want of care and zeal for the fpiritual 
welfare of the poor Highlanders. Many of thefe 
coming for employment to the larger towns, were 
deftitute of all help for their Souls : as they did not 
underftand Eoglifih. In fldinburgh and GUfgow 
there have been places of Worfbip built for them, 
within thefe few years, and well ifupplied ; but in 
Aberdeen, Perth, and Greenock, ftill they had none 
to help. When Mr. M'Nab went to Scotland, in 
J769, he began to preach ro (hem as well as he cobid, 
and wanted roe to come to his help. Mr. Wcfley 
accordingly appointed me for Scotland at the enfuing 
Conference, and defired me to try to recover my 
Erfe : but of thfs I had no hope ; as I could not 
read a veife of it, and never fpoke two minutes in it 
cn Religious fubjeQs in my life. 

However, when I came to Perth, and faw their 
forlorn condition^ feveral motives induced me to 
make a trial. 1 therefore bought a New-Teftamenl 
in the modern Galic, and got one of the Society who 
could read it, to give me fome inftru6lions By 
Chriftmas 1 had made fuch a progrefs, that my Teaca- 
cr was poHtive I coa!d preach in it. and would needs 
invite the Highlanders to come and hear me. But 
I knew my deficiency better than he did ; however, 
I was prevaileri upon to let him invite them. He 
gave out the Pfalm and fung it for me. When I be- 
gan to pray in Erfe, I Ihjuld have been fet fad. had 
1 not learnfd the Lord's prayer beforehand. When 
I 'began to fp; ak, 1 was often obll^^ed to break off, 
and addrefs the People in En^ilifli. But by the 
Grace of God, in lefs than four Yeai^, 1 could oUi« 
ciatc in that Language two ho\ii^ Vi?j^>^tx^\^H?fv^viNiN.'6. 
D d 2 
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word of EngliOi. While we weffe thus eapUiyed, 
the Mini fieri in Penh, and in feveral other placeSp^ 
wifiied us good luck in the Name of the Lord. 

This wai by far the moft delightful Work I ever 
had. But it was often hard enough, as I commoo* 
ly preached at Greenock, in EngliOi, at feven in the- 
niorDing : then fpent two hours, from ten to twelve^ 
with the Highlanders : walked to Port-Glafgow,. 
and preached in the Areeu at four ; then walked 
back to Greenock, and preached at li» o'clock, and* 
then met the Society. Although by this means I 
bad many an aching bead, and pained breaft, yet it 
was delightful to fee hundreds attending to my blun* 
dtring preaching, toith flreaminf eyes^, and attention 
ilill as night : or to hear them, in their fimple way,, 
finging the Praifes of God in their own Tongue*. 
If ever God faid to my heait, Go^ Md Iwiu ie 
with ikee,*' it was then, when with much trembling^, 
and deep figbs, I have gone to preach to them» hard<i 
]y knowing what to f^y. I extol the name of my^ 
adorable Master, that my Labouts were not in vain. 
How gladly would 1 ha'Ve fpent my life witkthefe 
dear Souls I But my health would not permit it ; (a 
1 was obliged to leave them. 

To conclude: HowgraciouQy did my Heavek^ 
LY Father flrive with me by his Spirit, evea« 
from my Infant days ! and when 1 was an outcaft, 
and loft as to any thing in Religion, he reclaimed 
the Wanderer^ and brought me to his Fold ; then 
led me into the ^yiIdernefa to (hew me my Heart I 
Healed my backdidings, comforted and fortified me 
for fufferings ; and knowing my feeblenefs, led me 
gradually on to preach to tbofe who moft needed my 
affiftance I 

And, when he faw a little AfillClion needful HK 
fern it. And a profitable time it proved to me ; alt 
thar.ks to the SENDER ! I have Cnce feon fuch 
Beauty m Holine&, and in the imitation ot ChrisT| 
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I btve btd fuch dtfcoveries of the boundtefs Love 
God, as I never bad before. O for an Eternity 
praifeHiMin! 

[f ever mao could fay the follawiog lme8» forelj 
lay : 

Pardon'd for all that I have done, 
" My mouth as in the dust I hide. 
And Glory give to God alone, 
*« My God forever pacifi'd,'^ 



The Heart Healed by Mercy. 

SIN enflav'd me many Years, 

And led me bound and blind, 
Till at length a thoufand Fears 

Came fwarmiog o'er my mind. 
Where, I faid in deep diitrefs. 

Will thefe Gnful pleafures end ? 
How (hall I fecure my peace. 

And make the Lord my Friend ? 

Friends and Mini flers faid much, 

The Gofpel to enforce ; 
But my blindnefs dill was fucb, 

I chofe the legal courfe ; 
Much I fafted, watchM and Ilrove, 

Scarce would (bow my Face abroad^ 
Fear*d almoft to fpeak or move, 

A Stranger ftill to God. 

Thus afraid to truft His Grace^ 

Long time did I rebel ; 
Till dcfpairing ol my cafe, 

Down at His feet 1 fell; 
Then my ftubborn Heart he broke. 

And fubdu'd me to His Sway^ 
By a fimple word HE fpoke. 
Thy fins are done away." 
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BEFORE hearing the Gofpel, which is the Pow- 
of God unto Salvation, I was often terrified 
in dreams and viGons of the night* Sometimes 1 
thought I was falling down fteep precipices ; at 
others, that the devil was (landing over me to take 
me away immediately. 

At fuch times, I have often awakened, (hrieking 
in fuch a manner as terrified all Who heard mr. AU 
terwards I heard the Goipel for a feafon, at Rook* 
hope, in the County .of Durham ; but the People 
not receiving the joyful found, the Servants of God 
forfook the plice. I was left with much uoeafinefs 
on my mind ; what I formerly delighted in, was 
now hateful to me. I could play no more on the 
Violin, or at cards, nor fiog vaiafongs ; neither had 
I a defire to fpeak any more than I was forced to. 
The People faw my diftrefs, but not knowing God, 
coufd not point out a cure. 

In this condition I continued for fome weeks. I 
beg3n to read Religious Books, and likewifc to bow 
my knees before God in fecrei ; fometimes 1 could 
weep rnuch, but having no one to direft me, after a 
time I got back into folly, and purfued my evil prac- 
tices wiib more cagernefs than before. About four 
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rem tfter, I was cait^d to live in We^rdale^chapeK 
theo heard the Methodi(^8 very frequently. I wat 
often foftened under the Word. I never found a 
defire to mock the People, as many do; but rather 
Hood in awe of them. But alt this while 1 contin- 
ued io my fins. The firft Sabbath in Lent, • 7671 I 
keardy as ufual, a Metbiidift Preacher in the «Mer* 
noon, f did not then find that the Word m-ide any 
impreflSon upon me. But at night, on my Bed, the 
Lord cut me to the heart, and I could not help roar- 
sng for the difquietnefs of my Soul. I then K it I 
oiufl perifli eternally, unlefs fome way toefcape were 
iound which I knew not of. immediately I wiflied 
for the Methodifts to pray with me ; but in particiib 
lar for a young Man. Stephen Watfon, who is now 
in glory. [From the trm« be knew Jesus, be was 
a pattern to all the Society, And ^fter having walk« 
cd four years in tb^ !igiit of God*s Countenance^ 
he departed in the Full AJfurance of FsttAi having 
teftifiid for many months before his Death, that the 
Blood of j£SUS had cleanfed him trom «// fin.— » 
His laft words were, Glory hto GoD for ever and 
overt Amen and Amen /"] 

One Morning I fell down on my knees to aflc foN 
givenefs for my many offences, and continued to 
cry night and day. My burden increafed, and tempt« 
ations were very firong. I then began to compare 
09) felf with the moft fiaful of my Companions, and 
with other notorious finners I bad heard of ; but I 
could find no equal. I faid, from the ground of my 
heart, of all the finners under Heaven, I am the 
Chief. The enemy then fuggefted, that I was guiU 
ty of a fin which GoD never would pardon. 

Tongue cannot exprefs the diflrefs 1 then felc— • 
The Heart knoweth its own bitternefs. I thought^ 
sever roan fuffered what I did. That faying, A 
dreadful found in his ears,'* continually followed me. 
1 found the Enemy ready day an^d. av^vv) 
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Be. When in priv4t<* Prayer. I thought he had bold 
of my clothes. For m^ny nights fiiggefted, if I 

I rayed, ke would ipprar and cear me in pieces. Yct 
dm ft not but pray, ibough'my Prayers wcrc'moft- 
ly mad»? up of fig'^s an.i groans One day. drawing 
towards evening, the tntmy came m as a flood, and 
the teroptaHuQ was, to put an end to a wi etched life. 
] refifted, but it continued to cofnt* as quick es Itghu! 
Bing, and I was atraid that the temfitervfou\S prevail,' 
fo that I durft not carry a ^ ei knile about me. This 
was the only time I wa^ banifh* d from private pray* 
tr^ becAure I durli not ft.iy alone. That night w< 
met our Clafs ; 1 then cried out to one of my Bre^ 
thren, who w«is waiting for roe to go with him to thi; 
Meeting, O Cuihbert J I am driven to difira£lionl 
He fpake to me as comfortably as he couH ; but •• 
we walked together, I found as if one was hanging^ 
on the fkirts of my clothes. After the firft Prayer^ 
was over, it was with difficulty I rofe from my. 
When the Leader afked bow I found the Aate of my 
Soul. I anfirered, 1 am left without one fpark of 
hope that Goo will ever have mercy on me. No, 
faid he, you are not ; for if you were, you would not 
BOW be ufing the Means of Grace. 

He encouraged me to follow on ; but I ftill found- 
no comfort. Ail the time of my Conviflions I had' 
but very little eafe, and when I had, I had a fear al- 
moft equal to my pain, left 1 fliould fall back into 
fin, or fpeak Peace when God did not. O how I 
longed tor deliverance from fin I I often cried. 
Lord, if 1 am forever baniflied from thy prefence^ 
let me not fin again I 

Not long after, that Tex,t in the j;ift Pfalm fol- 
lowed me, *' Then will I teach Tranfgreffors thy. 
JVays, and finners (hall be converted unto thee.'^ 
I thought if God did pardon me, he could reiufe 
none ; but the fouleft on this fide hell might come. 
aad welcome. But this was the ftb(, I thought hh 
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would not. However, I kept ufing the Means, and 
went frequently among the Me faodilh, to get theih 
to pray with me. And 1 would have been glad, if 
Chey had a(ked me to ftay all night, but (hame would 
tiot let me tell them fo. 1 often thought 1 never 
could get aver another night. My Neighbours laid 
I was beGde myfelf, for f could not reft in my bed« 
I often rofe and wandered in the Fields, weeping and 
bewailing my deTperate Bate. But, ilejed ie Gob, 
42 £ that wounds can heal. 

in the beginning of July, as Stephen Watfonand 
I were fitting together, he had a volume ot the 
Chriftian Library in his hand, out of which he read 
one of Mr. Rutherford's letters. When he had done, 
Stephen, faid I, I find as it were a melting warmnefs 
in my bread. So do I too. faid he. He then aiked, 
rannot you believe that GoD has pardoned your 
(ins ? No, faid I ; 1 dare not : on which I immedi- 
ately loft ray comfort. 

Sabbath th? j2th of July, Jofeph Watfon preach, 
ed in the Chapei in Weardale. He gave out that 
Hymn, 

All ye that pafsby, 

To J Fsus draw mgh. 
To you is it nothing that jBsus'ihould die i 

Your Ranfom and Peace, 

Your furety H b is. 
Come, fee if there ever was forrow like HX8. 

For you and for me 
He prayed on the Tree, 
The Prayer is accepted, the finner is free : — 

Then, all within me cried out. 

The finner am 
Whoon Jbsus rely, 
And come for the Pardon God cannot deny. 

/ thenbdicved that God, for Chkist's sake, 
had torgiven ail my fins, and found that Feaec 
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whhharifts from a fm/c oj Reconciliation. The 
People ut God who k: ^-w my diftrefs, perceived bjr 
my coutiieiuace fbjiihe Lohd wai gracious to me, 
befoie I hai the opportunity to tell tbem. I then 
wen* rrjoicini( h^mt, and could not help telliog what 
Cod Ddd do.i^' tor my Soul. 

It wax not lung before my Faith wat tried. One 
of our Brcthico. a Calvtnifl, lent me a book. All 
read, I thoughi Mr Wtfley wan quite in the wroag; 
and I founi ()«i>eihing in me thai rofe agaiaft him; 
yet ooethin^ I remember I could not fwallow, which 
was. The auihoi afferte i that a fenfe of inbred fia 
would reconcili^ us 10 D-*ath. No, faid Mr. Wcf#* 
ley. nothing bu^ PerfeQ Love, Indeed I could not 
perfuade -nvrelf th«it the fling of Death could recon* 
tile us to Death itft lf. However, I read and rea« 
foned myfelf miferable. Yet the LoRO gave me 
Grace towredle with him in Prayer ; and every day 
I found more or 1 fs the witntfs ni my fonjkip. 1 
was thrn afraid, if I fought Aolinefs^ \ ihouid rob 
Christ ot his Gl>ry. SoTie ol our people hear- 
ing that I read that Book, and converfed with the 
man who lent it, took it for gran ed that I was pre- 
judiced ag'iinft the DoBHne of PerJcQton ^'>d thofe 
chat preached it. They told this to my Band leaim 
ir. I went one Sabbath morning as ufurl, a( fevea 
o'clock, to meet mv Band, and found mvf'-lf in a 
peaceable frame of mind. No fuoner did the Lead- 
er begin to pray, than he cried. ** Lord, never fuf- 
fcr us to b«* pit-judiced again ft THY Servauts, feving 
that THY Will is our S.»iifclifiiMtion !*' i tound ai 
it were, fomething in me faviog. He means me.— 
When he fpoke his experience, he expi* (T. d the 
fame thing * on which 1 faid, it is me you mean.— - 
He anlwercd, ** What ? have faid, 1 have f«id." I 
then tound violent prejudice againft bim. My Peace 
was gtme. My Snul was torn in pieceif within me. 
i coJd one of our PeopVt vi^ vi^;v\.\kQtck^^W«i xsi^j 
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lacader bad bebaved towards me. I did not regard 
breaking the Band rules, becaufe I w^s determined 
never to meet in a Band any more. 1 had no relt : 
thougb I could not give up my confidence in God, 
neverthelefs my corruptions boiled fo within me^ 
that I could have (ought with a feather. 

On Friday night we bad pre9ching. I went to it 
like one poiT-fTed with a legion of devils. After* 
wards the Bands met. and the Preacher earneftly e;;- 
horted ail prefent to look for the Second Blcffing^ and 
infifted that it might be received. Now, thought I, 
if there is fuch a thing, none can (land in more need 
of it than I do. But the cnmy fuggefted, " There 
are thofe that have known God feveral Years, and 
Lave not attained ; and fiialt thou be delivered who 
Iiaft been jaftified only a few months ?" Iffimediate- 
ly 1 found Power to reCft the temptation, and faid 
within my fell, God is not tied to time. Nj fooner 
did thst thought pafs through my heart than the Pi?w* 
cr of Goo feized roe. 1 found I could not refift, 
and therefore turned myfelf over upon the feat : I 
cannot exprefs how I was. I found fuch a travail 
in my Sout as if it would barft from the body. I 
continued fo, tilt I was motionlefs and infenfiole for 
a feafon. But as 1 was coming to ravfelt I found 
fuch an emptying, and then fuch a Heaven of Love 
fpringing op in my Soul, as I had never felt before : 
with an application of thefe bleffed words, *• He that 
believetk on M e, as the fcritf tare hath faid, out oj his 
B Uy fhall Jlow Rivers oJ Living Water.'' If poffi- 
ble, 1 could have put my B^nd leader intomy heart. 
The Book I meniioned before hid pleafed me fo 
well, that I had given orders to him that lent it me^ 
to buy me one of them. But no fooner did God 
woik this change in my Soul, than 1 found an utter 
averfion to it, and co!d the man, you muAnotbuy it^ 
for I fhall never read it more. 

In the year 1768, I was lenv. \ocA\ IkwwVANa'^^- 

EC 



338 Experience of 

pentance, in and about the City of Carlifle* Here 
I was much perrecuted ; but, bleflfed be GoD, H* 
delivered me out of the hands of all my enemies, and 
gave me fevcral feals to my minillry. 

[Thus far Mr. Wilkinfon lived to write himfelj. 
One of his fellow labourers added what follows.'] 

My acquaintance with Mr. Wilkinfon was very 
(hori. 'I he firft time 1 ever faw him was a little a- 
bovc ihree years ago. The next time was after laft 
Brifloi Conference. He was there appointed to la* 
bour wiih me in and about Grimfhy. 

When we met in the Circuit, we were both id 
health ; but the day before our Quarterly Meetirig^ 
I was taken very ill »f a fever ; however the next 
Morning ( ventured to fet out for the Meeting^; but 
having fifteen miles to ride, it was with much difii- 
culty I ^ot fafe thither. And then I was unable to 
attend either the Love- Fea ft or the Watch-Night. 

But I fhall never forget the Prayer Mr. Wilkin- 
fon put up for me at the clofe of the Love Feaft, 

That the Lord would fpare me a little longer, and 
raife me up again to labour in his Vineyard," His 
Prayer pierced the Heavens, the Power of God 
eame down upon the People like a torrent of rain. 
They were fo afFefted thu they wept and rejoiced a- 
bundantly. Immediately 1 (hared with therti, al* 
though 1 was not in the fame room, the Divine Pref- 
cnce bioke my heart to pieces. My Soul overflow, 
ed with Love, and my eyes wiih teats. I know not 
that I ivas ever fo powerfully and fuddenly afFefted 
under any prrfon's prayer, except on the day I was 
converted to GuD. 1 mmediately 1 had Faiih to be- 
lieve the Lord would raife me up ag^in, and for 
feveral minutes it appeared to me as it 1 WdS perfeft- 
ly well. The next day i went along wi h him to 
Louih ; and in that tunc we had a good deal of con* 
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verfation together, which chiefly turned upon thefe 
two points, viz. Predefiioation and Christia$I 
Perfection. 

He told me with forrow of heart, how often he 
bad been grieved for the immeore hurt that he h^d 
feen done by the preaching of uncondxiional pudtf- 
tination^ as it bUchd up ike way of Repentance : 
weakened the foundation of diligence ; damped the 
fervour cj Believers after Holinefs ; and had a ten« 
dency to deftroy it Root and Branch. He likewife 
very warmly expreffed bis Love for Bible holi- 
ness, faying, it was the delight of his l^oul to prefs 
after it bimfelf, and to CRfoice it upon others ; and 
that while he was doing this, the Lord blefTedhim 
moft in his labours, and fhone cleared upon the 
Work he had wrought in his own Soul. He (igni- 
fied to me that th$ Lord had circumci/ed hi% Heart 
to love the Lord his God with all his Heart, with 
all bis Soul, and with all bis ftrength : and I believe, 
at that time, he was full of Faitk and the Holy 
Ghost. 

Hs was truly meek, and lowly of Heart; and lit- 
lie, and mean, and vile in his own eyes. I found 
my mind amazingly united to him, for the time we 
were together, like the Soul of David and his belov- 
ed Jonathan. 1 loved him much for the Mind of 
Christ 1 faw in him, and for \\hzea! for the Lord 
of Hosts. We parted at Louth, and I endtavour- 
ed, Mritb the fever upon me, to creep along to Ted- 
ford to preach : but it was with much trouble I went 
through my difcourfe. That night the fever feized 
upon me more violently, and never left me for near 
a monih. About a week After, Mr. Wilkinfon came 
to Tedford to fee roe. Wefpent about three hours 
together very profitably. We then both of us pray, 
cd, and commended each other to God. 

A few days after we parted, he v^^^w'^^ 
the Fever, and could uoi t^ uwvvWi!^ c^^^ 
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Wife at Griir. Ay ; where he lay ill for loor or ffv# 
weeks. He then appeared to be recovering faO, and 
walked abooc a little ; but be fuddeoiy relapfed, and 
was carried off in aboot a week. 

He bore all his AffliQions with great paiicoc^ 
frequently Hfitiigup his Heart to Goo, and repeat- 
ing thefe words : **But Hi knonreth the way that I 
take : when H£ hath tried me, I [hall come forth ?a 
Cold, My foot ha(h held HfS fteps. His xiay have 
] kept, and not declined. Neither have I gone back 
from the commandment of his lips; Ihaveefleem* 
ed the Wor(is ot his mouth more than my neceffa- 
ry food.'' ' tob xxiii. When be perceived that ht 
Ihould die, be exhorted his Wife to cad all her cara 
upon the Lord: and eoconraged her to believe thai 
HIS Grate was fufficient for her. 

He then prayed for her and bis two Children : 
earneflly intreating the Lord to protc£l them ia 
this troublefome World, and to fupply all their 
wants. 

He next prayed fervently for Mr. Wtfley, thai 
the Prtftnct oj the Lord might continue with him 
all his days, and crown him at lafi, with £t£RNAL 
Glory. 

He then remembered his three Fellow- Labourers 
in the Circuit, prayirg that the Redeemer would 
aflift us in the Great W'ork : that HE would go forth 
with, and blefs the Labours of all the Preachers, and 
that the Kingdom of the Redeem KR might fpread 
unto the ends of the Earth, and preferve them until 
they join the Church triumphant. 

Ip the Night feafon, he had a fcvere conjlifl with 
Satan, and his fpirit wrc filed with Goo in Prayer* 
Yea, he was in an a*gony, as he faid afterwards. At 
lad the tempter fled, and be feemed as if he WcS ad« 
mitted into Heaven, to convcrfc with God, with 
Angels, and Saints. 

He fuddeniy waked Vu VJ'At ^'wVo Mt>\'^^ 
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fame room) and faid, Thoii haft been fleepmg, l^ut 
I have been to Heaven. O what ha* the Lord dif. 
covered to me this Night ! O the Glory of Goi> t 
the Glory of God and Heaven ! iheCeleftial City \ 
the New Jerufalcm ! O the lovely Beauty ! thehdp- 
pinefs ot Paradife ! Gob is all Love ; he is noth- 
ing but Love ! O help me to praife him J O help 
me to praife him ! 1 {hall praife him Jbr ever ! I 
feall praife HiM forev r V^ So Robert Wilkinfon- 
departed this life in peace, on Friday, December 8^h» 
about eleven o'clock, 1780 

It fecmed a great Providence thai he died on the 
Market Day, when a number of Friends out of the 
Country were prefent, who qfjickly publilhed, in 
their little Villages, that a Funeral iSermon would 
be preached on Sabbath. The Houfe was well fill- 
ed, and the Lor D maJe it a foJcmn time. I bv'lieve 
there was fcarce a dry eye in the Congregation. 

I have often taken notice, how the Lord makes 
the triumphant Death of good Men a. peculiar blej* 
fin^ to HIS Children, who are left behind; fo it 
was at this time. The People of God were re- 
markably bicft in hearing the dying Teflimony of 
our dear Friend. The worldly People and \\vi bach^ 
Jlidtrs alfo were cut to the Heart. 

At the conclufion of the Sermon 1 dropt thcfc 
words ; Earth has lort, and Hcavt-n has gained a 
Child of God. Let us pray the Lord jo add an- 
other to the Church railirant, Wc did fo; and the 
LoKD anfwercd our Prayer, by fctting a young 
Man's Soul at Liberty, fo that ht went from the fol- 
emn place, as the Shepherds from the Heavenly Vif- 
i:)n, blrjjing, praijing, 2nd ghri/ying GoD. 

The Miniller of the Parifh behaved exceeding 
ki'id: he came to the Preaching houle, fl jyed awhile, 
and then walked flowly before the co^'tfi ; whilll the 
peuple fung a Hymn of pra'ite. -iix^xs^^ 
St the Church, one of our Ymni^ ^V^^\\\vcsw\\ 
£ e 2 
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cnight fins a Hymn. He anfwered, *' I have no ob« 
jeaion : I am acainS nothing that is good.'* So we 
fung thofe awful words. 

Thee wc adore, £t£Rkal Namf, 
" And humbly own to thee, 
** How feeble is our mortal frame, 
•* What dying worms wc be !'» 

The people fang li[fiily and n ith a foUmn fpiril ; for 
the Divine Prtfence was with us all the way through ; 
and in fuch ■ manner as I never knew before at any 
funeral. 

When the Minifter read thefe words, Not to be 
forry as men without hope," Mrs. Wilkinfoo (who 
hung upon my arm with her two little babes) was 
fo overwhelmed wiihtbe Prefence of God, thatAe 
could not refrain from crying out, " Sorry ! no t 
Glory be to God I Glory be to God ! Glory ^ and 
Praife, and BUffinr^ beafcribed unto Cod, Jorewr 
and tvtr /" Her fpirit feemed as if it was ready to 
launch into the Eternal World, to be with Jesus 
and her happy Huiband. A remarkable power fdi 
on all that could hear h^r ; fo that the People were 
melted into tears ; fome of forrow, others of Joy. 

From this time the Work of God began to revive 
at Grimfby, and the Country people catcned the Fire^ 
and carried it along with them into their little Soci* 
ctif|. 

Robert Wilkiofon was, as you have defcribed htm. 
An Ifradite indeed : a man of Faith and Prayer : 
who having been a Pattern of all Good Works, died 
in the full Triumph of Faith:' O what a BU ffing 
to live and die a Chrijlian ! M^y I alfo be a Follow- 
er of thofe who through Faith and patience inherit 
fhe Promijfs I In my life and at my death may I be 
^ tike himi 
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MY Father and Mother lived at KeIfo« in ScoU 
land, where they had five Chiidrtn. But 
vrben my Mother wai big of the fixth, (he could not 
be delivered, the Child l^ing dead within her. In 
a defperate cafe a defperate method was ufed ; inci- 
fion was made, and the Child taken out of her fide. 
And yet, by the Bleffing ot God (he furvived, and 
Recovered her health and (Irength. But the Phy ficiao 
aflured her, if (he had another Child it could not be 
born^ but (he muft inUIIibly die. However (he was 
with Child agaro : as the time ot her delivery ap« 
proached, expe£li«g nothing but death, (he cried to 
God day and night. But to the amazement of all 
(he was delivered with moreeafe, than (he had ever 
been of any Child before. 

I was the Child then born, on the 25th of March^ 
*735* ' brought op a Prt(byterian, and had 
very early impre(fions on my Soul. When I was 
about (ix years old, I ufed to wonder, I could not 
weep under Sermons, as others did. I left ofFplay, 
and going into the Fields, ufed to think oi (iOD, 
of the devil, of Heaven and hell. I thought GoD,^ 
loved rae» and was willing to bring me to Heaven. 
But 1 thought it the devil ChouVd ^tx tCLt^v;^ V^O^ 
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fhall never getoot. Yet Ithought, Christ Tuflfer. 
ed for my fins, and thereby made a full atonement for 
them. But although I knew thefe great truths, yet 
my heart was unchanged ; and I conftantly weat on 
in the follies of Childhood^ according to the devices 
of my own Heart. 

When I was ten years old, my Parents removed 
to Eyfmouth, eight miles north oi Berwick : here I 
grew thoughtful again, and began to pray tnucb,. 
wherein I found fo great pleafure, that I perfuaded 
four Boys 1 was acquainted wiih, to go wi'.h me, 
moriing and evening, into a fecret place in a Tim* 
beryard, between two (lacks of deals, where we 
prayed one ^^i^r the other. This we conftantly did 
for two niw»nths : but a young gentleman lodged- jui| 
by, whofe window looked into the yard : oblerving 
us to go thither conftantly, he wanted to know the 
reafon. And meeting me one day alone, after giving 
me many good words, aiked me, why we met togeth- 
er between the ftacks P 1 told him, but begged him 
not to tell any one : which he faithfnlly promifed. 
But notwithftanding he went immediately and told 
the Children themfelves, and their Parents, and the 
people of the Town ; many of whom cried out, 
** That it was blafphemy for fuch young Children 
to pjf tend to pray." The Children were foon laugh- 
ed out of their Religion, and never refted till ihey 
made me like themfelves : nay till they taught me 
to get drunk, which we did in that \ery place wher« 
we u fed to pray together. 

"^Two years alter, my Parents removed to Holy 
Ifland, nine miles fouth of BerwicK. The people 
of this place were moftly fmugglers, and the children 
remarkably wicked. Of ihe^ I foon learnt to ctufe 
and fwear and to glory in my (hame. 1 learned to 

Pell lies forfport, to play at cards, to dance, to work 
r^e^erateft part of the Sabbath day, and to make a 

mock at all Religioua PeopW, vi^t\^ 
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Hypocrtts. And in this deplorable condition I re* 
iDitnf d. till I was near twenty years old. 

During ibis time 1 was twice in great danger of 
being drownedy going tO Holy Ifland in vfr> dark 
Nights, h was alfo » flowing Tide : I bad loft my 
way : and the Sea came in fa ft upon roe. But both 
times 1 was brought fafe to Land. I waa ferious for 
a while ^fter. But I then got intotaugbing. trifling 
Company : and my fcricufnefs foon wore off. An* 
other time being with a gang of fmugglers^ a King's 
Officer clapt a piflo! to my breafl, and fwcre bitter* 
iy, if I lilted a hand, he would ftoct me through th« 
Heart. The thought of inftant death (hocked mc 
aottch. But this too I ftifled by drinking and 
dancing. 

So 1 continued (aft afleep in the deviKs arms, tid 
one day as I was woiking in the (hop with my Fath* 
er« my mind ran upon a match of drinking and 
dancinjr, in which I was engaged to join in theeven^ 
ing. Suddenly I heard a Voice as from Heaven, fay* 
ing. What if thou Jkouldfi drop down d^ad in thi 
midft of the dance ! wouldft thcu g9 to Heaven ?•* 
I faid, ** No, I am not fit for Heaven.'* Imme. 
diately I felt, I had pail fentence upon my felt ; and 
that if I went not to H i a v e n , hell was my portion ; 
light broke io : I waa filled with horror ; I faw q|jr* 
felf hanging over the mouth ol hell, by the brittle 
thread ol lile. 

My Father looked me in the face, and a(ke(f. 
What is the matter ?" But I made no anfwer.— 
He faid, certainly fomethiog is the matter. For ) on 
are fometimes red as fcarlet, and in a moment white 
as chalk. But ft ill I fpoke not one word : my 
mouth was fiopt : I was guihy before Goo. Yet 
I was thankful that I was alive, and thought, O ^ 
that God wouIJ let me live one day longer t In ^ 
how different a mannrr would I fpend my titBA I 
SureJ/ not in the wayi o£ to** 



34^ Experience <^ 

down to dinner ; but I could nr»t fwallow t raorfel. 
My Mother obferving this, was very angry with my 
Father, thinking I was grieved at fomething he had 
faid. But finding that was not the cafe, (he was 
quite (Iruck, and turning to me, f«iid. '* My dear, 
why do not you eat your dinner ?" I made ro anfwer. 
Indeed 1 could not, fur my Heart was fit to break. 

In the evening my Company came in, to carry me 
to the ddncing- To their great furprife they iouod 
ine reading the Bible They afked my Father and 
Mother, Are not you willing he fiiould go with 
us ?" I hey Paid. Yes ; but we think he is not 
well.'* They faid, '* Come, we (hail foon cure him. 
i.ay hold. We will carry him." " Do, faya an- 
other, and I will carry his fiddle." I looked at them 
and faid very mildly, " li you do carry me, I fiiall 
i^e of no ufe to you For a dance I will not dance 
this night : and a tune I will not play." Tbey ilar* 
ed, and left me. 

When our Family vent to reft, I durft not go to 
bed, tor fear I fliould awake in hell. I tried to pr^y, 
but could not. I ftayed for fome time, with my 
heart as hard as a flohe. At iaft I fell upon tay 
knees, and with a flood of tears cried out, ** Lord 
be merciful to me ; for I am a great finner.'' I 
found my mind a little eafed, and went to bed ^nd 
fleep comfortably. But in the morning my trouble 
was as great as ever. When I went out about ny 
bufinefs, many mocked me for my gravity : others 
faid, It is a great pity fo fine a young man fhould 
lofe the ufe of his reafon." But what grieved me 
more, was to fee all the People, as I had been myfelf, 
{aft afleep in the deviPs arms. 

On Sabbath morning I rofe early, and tbe tide 
being out, walked to Lbnwick on the main land, and 
went to a Preibyterian meeting. The Minifi«r*s 
Text was, / will ariji and go t0 my Father. It 
Wii. ^ word fpoke ia ieatoa. 
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itie all the time. People did indeed look at me ; 
nfany of them knovrinf; me i^f ll, and therefore won- 
dering, how^ I came there. When I came home, my 
Mother begged me wiih tears, to reveal what was 
upon mv mirtd. She faid, *• What is it you have 
done ? Have you murdered any body ?** I faid. 

No, Mother i I have murdered no body ; but I 
have alraoR murdered my poor Soul." 

As foon t% the Inhabitants of the lAand found that 
I wou!d not drink, fwear, or work on the Lord's- 
day, they were viiontty angry, fo that I could hardly 
Walk the ftreet for the niob fetting upon me. And 
my Father and Mother infifted on nrty working at my 
buRncfs on the LoRD^-ddy. But I told them, 
" Nu : never more ; I will foone^ have the flefh 
torn ofF my bones."^ My Prayer now was, to get 
out of this ungedly place : aftid a fortnight after, my 
Parents confented : fo 1 left them, not knowing 
whither I was going, but de&gned to follow my Fath- 
er's trade, provided I Could find any Mafter, who 
would not ricpiire rte to ^orl on the LORD"s.day. 

When I came to Newca file upon Tyne, as I wa« 
going Jown Pilgrim ftreet, I faw abundance of Pco« 
pie going along, who feeVned remarkably ferious. 1 
afked a man, Pray, who are ail ihefe ?" He an« 
fwered, " Thcfe are all Welfeyites ; they are coming 
from the Preaching." This was the firft time 1 faw 
or heard of them. The next day I went on to Surt- 
d'erland, where 1 found out my Father'^ Brother, and 
enquired, if he knew any Barber Who did not work 
on the Sabbath ? •* Yes, laid he there is Torafmy 
Parker ** So to him I went without delay. 

To my great furprife, the Sailors that came into 
our (hop. did not curfe or fwear at all. But feveral 
of them took my Mailer by the haiid and f^id, *• HoW 
do you do, Brother ?" 1 rfked, •* Pray. Sir, are all 
thefe your Brof hets ?" He fa>d, •* We are all Breth- 
reu in Chkist." When Sabbath 
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to (hew me to the Preaching boufc, where 1 faw my 

Mji:rr ill the pulpit I Hii text was, Hi Jliall bring 
Jorth the Top Si^ne with Jkoutino^ crying, Gr^ce^ 
Grace unto it. 1 then told binn the diiireft of my 
in;nd. He advifrd me to go to London, telling me, 
I Ihould there have all the Means of Grace in the 
greateft abundance. I went to London, where tny 
CouGn, ThoiDiS Fryer, foon got tne into a (hop : 
and not long after, on my telling him I wanted to 
meet in a CiAt carried tne to the Tabernacle. I 
went into the Vcfiry and told two gentlemen 1 found 
there, I (hould be glad to meet in a CUrs, that I 
may fpeak my Experience, and tell of ibe Work of 
God which t have found upon my Heart." One 
of them faid, •* What Clafs (hall we put Lim into ?" 
The other anfwered, *• Indeed 1 cannot tell. Mr. 
\Vefley*s ClafTcs are far more (lrl£lly looked after 
than ours." If you pleafe then faid 1, I will go and 
tneet in one of his Cla{re5. He looked at me and 
faid, Really young man, I cannot blame you." I 
went immediately to Mr. Wefiey who after a little 
converfatton, gave me a note of admittance. 

As I now prayed much, and heard many Sermons, 
and abitained from all known fin, 1 began to be very 
eafy, fuppofing myfelf to be a verv good Chriflian, 
And one day in a houie in Radcl.ff- highway, 1 be* 
gao talking as if I had gone a great way in Religion, 
This an old Gentlewoman oblervii g. came and tak« 
ing me by the hand, faid, *' Do you know your fiof 
are pardoned ?" 1 anfwered, " 1 hope fii.'* She 
faid, 1 feer not : for il they were, you would have 
the witnels in yourfelf. Satan caies not how far we 
go in Religion, if we will but (lop (hort of this. I 
advife you, when you go home, pray earneflly to the 
Lord, to (hew you whether vour lins are pardoned. 
If they are, to give you the Wi fn ej^s of it : if they 
are not, never lo let you relt without it " 

J was quite fpeec hie is, finding 1 had (lapped (hort 
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of the Prize. I hallenf d home, pnying all the way. 
1 watched, I prayed, I waited in all the Means of 
Grace, longing for Christ to come ioto my Heart. 
I could hardly eat any food, till Sabbath came, when 
I went to the Srven-Dials, to hear Mr. Wtfley. I 
was much bleft under the Word, expefling every 
moment to receive the Witness. Oa Monday, as 
I fat at work, I was thinking the Sermon over again, 
when on a fudden my mind was whirled away, and 
filled with vain imaginations. After a time I cried 
out, "LoKD^ what a wicked wretch am I ! Wilt 
THOU pardon this, with all my other fins ?" In a 
moment the Lord faidio my Heart, My elooo .. 
hath atoned not only for this, but for all the fins 
which thou had ever committed- Thou art no more 
thy own. Thou art bought with a Pri^ e ; and I will 
give thee power to glonty MB, with rhy Body, and 
thy Spirit, which are mine." 

In that moment my bell was turned into Heaven : 
joyful day ^ that afcertained the Kingdom mine; juft 
two years after the Lord had awaicened me out of 
the fleep of death. 1 feemed now to be in another 
world : every thing was new. Every thing about 
me was comfortable ; for the Lord fmiled upon my 
Soul. For two days and two nights, every breath 
I drew was Praife and Prayer, having fweet inter-i 
courfe opened between God and my Soul, When 
Satan tempted, I faid, ** Go to my Lord 1 * And the 
temptation died away. Whatever 1 wanted, I couU 
make my requefl known to my reconciled Eather 
lor it, in the Name of his well beloved SoN, and he 
granted my petition. I aflced of HIM two temporal 
bieffmgs, the one that he would give me a lawful call, 
ing, wherein I might not be fo continually leazed to 
work on the Sabbarh day ; the other, that K e would 
give me a help mate. He anfwcred me in both. He 
inclined the heart of a watchmaker to teach me his 
trade, who afterwards g^vc 
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wife. And from that time we have fwtttly gone on 
hand in hand, towards our Father's Kingdom 

Some time after, having a gre^it defiie to fee my 
Parents once more, 1 went with my Wife to Holy 
Ifl.ind. But now I was expofed to a dangft I had 
not forefeen I was employed in my trade by fomc 
of the firO Ptople in the country, and fiequemly in« 
vited to their Houfe; whereby pride and other unho« 
ly tempers began to revive in my foul. However, 
by the Grace of God, I continued fighting againft 
them, tho' fometimes conquering, fometimes yields 
ing indeed I feemed like a door upon the hinges^ 
turni!>g buck'vards and forwards This filled me 
"H'ith unlpcak^bte grief and though 1 dill knew. 
Goo \s\% reconciled, yet I went mourning all the 
day long, becaufc of inbred fin. 

Bui about fourteen years ago, as I was Qne night 
fitting in my Houfe at Alnwick, in N uthumber* 
land, my family being all in bed, I began to read one 
of Mr. Walfh's Sermons. When 1 came to thofe 
words, ** Salvalion is twofold, emptying us of 
evil, and filling us with GoOD 1" My Heart was 
melted down, and 1 cried out, *• Lord, give me at 
Icalt the former part of THY Salvation Empty me 
of evil In a moment 1 felt fuch a Change as no 
tongue can expr;-fs. 1 feh every kind & degree of an. 
ger and refentmeni quite taken out of my heart. My 
pride alfo was gone, and 1 was thoroughly content 
to be dcfpUed of all men. 1 was cruajitd to the 
World; to all Ui> honours and profits; all its comforts 
; d pi 'dfures. The frar of man UiS quite gone : 
and /o was all conformity to tht World. I regarded 
neither the fmilts nor th*: frowns oj great men; being 
quite let ^t Lroerry, and fi jding nothif>^^ in ry heart 
bur Pure LOVE. Love free from diffimulaiion, 
abhurnn^ ^hat which is evil, and cleaving to that 
wliic^' is Good, ^ 
I cried out, What fhall I render unto the Lord, 
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for all ibe Bedefi.s he hath done unto me!'' The 
Lord faid, " Go work in my Vineyard. As thou 
haft been a faithful advocate for the devil, be now a 
faithful Labourer for m-e.-* I (hivered at the ihoaghr, 
inowing the liitlenefs of my Talents, and fearing 1 
fhould difhonour His Caufe : yet believing it was 
His Will, I promifed logo, though with my life id 
tny hand. 

When 1 declared what a Bleffing I had received, 
there was no body that would believe rac. And whca 
I faid, I believed God had called me to preach, 
many were ready to fwallow me up, 1 dt^fiied they 
would give me a fair trial. Bui v could not be. 
So I went to a little Country- town, wheie nu Mciho* 
dift had ever preached. I fpoke to a ferious, aiten* 
live Coflgregatton ; in coafeqaence of which, I wai 
invited to four Couniry-towna near Alnwick. Bui 
the more I laboured, the more offended fome of rdy 
Brethren were, till tht Providence of God called me 
to London. 

! can^e to London on Friday, nine years ago* 
The next day the the men were hung in chains on 
Bow-Common. On Sabbath thonfands of people 
Came to gaze at them: to whom I preached on. What 
u a man profitsd, if ht Jhall gain the whole Worlds 
and lofe his own fouL Quickly after 1 was feized 
v^itb a violent fever. But the ConfoUtions of God 
were Hot fmall with me ; and made me large amends 
for all the pain 1 fuffered. After the Lord had 
raifedmeup from my iick-bed, it pleafed Him to 
try me with poverty. We were brought fo low, 
as to have neither Food to eat, nor Raiment to put on* 
This was our cafe, while I ferved a fevere Matter, 
fer very fmall wages ; who neverihelefs, \^s contin* 
ually blaminff m^ and threatening to turn me off. 

At leng;tb; tfa^LoRD put it into the heart of my 
dear Wife, to aWife me to try what 1 could do in 
HulJand*. I left £o^ti|»& vYktWN.tx ^ Kx^^ 
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ffufl. After a paiT^ge of ten d^ys, I landed at Am* 
ftrrdam , from whence I went to the Hague. It 
was at fii (I very diflrefEng to me that I did not ua- 
dfrftand ihe Language. But the Lord moved the 
minds of the People wherever I was, to help me ail 
they could. He raifed me up real Friends, who 
fent me from Town to Town, and recommended me 
from one to another : even to the fir ft perfons of the 
land. And alter having difpofed of iQy goods I was 
brought home again in fafety, after an abfence of fix 
months and three days. 

I now thought my Work abroad wa» done, and 
that 1 might fpeod the reft of my Life in my own 
Country. But to my furprife, I received abundance 
of Letters, earneflly prefling me to come back. Be* 
lieving it was the call of Goo, on the eleventh of 
April, ijj^ I embarked at Helvoeifluys, and crof- 
fed over to the Higue, w%ere my Friends with the 
utmoft kindr^efs, introduced me to the Chief of the 
Country, the Prince of Orange in particular. He 
a&ed me many queftions concerning both my Coun* 
try and Religion. I anfwered him with all fimpli* 
city, and he appeared well fatisfied. Soon after^ I 
was made Burgher of the Town. From thence I 
went to Leyden, Delf, Rotterdam, Dort^ Haerlem, 
Amfterdam, Utrecht, and moft of the other Chiet 
Cities in the United Provinces. In my journies I 
met with many Perfons, whom I believed to be the 
True Children of God. But it was a grievous crofs, 
that we could fpeak only a very few words to each 
other. Having done my bufinefs, 1 returned by 
Helvoeifluvs to Harwich, and foto London.. 

On April i^, 1779, 1 embarked again lor Hof- 
land, and went through the fame places I did the 
laft year. And now i could converfe a little in the 
Dutch language. The firft Children of God that I 
found, were in the City of Haerlam. They came 
iow/ Shopt and told mc.lVie ^ood.^ ^wv^^ 
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but I muft takr care, not to fee my hearr upon them. 
I told th(*m, my Hea'-t was in H aven^ and that thefe 
pretty things were und r m , ft et One of ihem then 
invited me to his Houfe vvhere I found a Compitny 
afTetiibled togethi r Thfy received me with the 
mmoft courtefy, 'nd «ifkr J, what Religion I wasoi ? 
I anfwered, " Of thai defcribed in the i 3ih of the 
firftof Corinthians, from the fourth to the feventh 
verfc " Having read the words, they faid, " This it 
our Relif^ion loo : we receive you as a Brother."—* 
They recoramended me as fuch to all their Acquaint- 
tnce, fo that I was kindly received wherever I came* 
And I found juft the fame Liberty of fpirit with 
thefe, as with my Brethren in England. From this 
time, I found all over the Country, perfons thai 
knew and loved the Gofpel : and after fpending Gx 
months comfortably among them, I cheerfully return* 
ed to my Family. 

I went again the next fpring, and was rcceivecl 
with the fame kindnefs as before. And having more 
of the language, I found out more and more of the 
.Ct^ildren of God. I rejoiced to find among thefe 
fome of the rich and great, who appeared to be as 
humble as the lead of them. They were glad to 
hear, that there was a people in England that loved 
and ferved Goo. And fome of them bad a great 
defire to fettle a correfpondence with their EngliOi 
Brethren : which was foon after effe£led, and haa 
continued ever fince, to the no fmall comfort of both. 

When I enterqd upon this trade, I had many dif* 
couragemeiits. Moil of my Acquaintanes either 
mocked or pitied me, faying, I was the mod improp* 
er Perfon in the world to be concerned in fuch a 
Bufinefs. And befides I had no money. I had in- 
deed very little. But I believed God would blefs 
that little. And he fent me help in time of need» 
fo that Money came juft when it was wanted. One 
time I was /hipping off a cbt& ^qo^^^V^x^^s^^"^ 
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Money to pay the duty. I told my wife, " Go9 
urill provide." Pfcfcntly a gentleman 1 never faw 
before knocked at the door, and when he came inj 
told me, he wanted a parcel of goods, and would pay 
part of the money then. He did fo, and it was as 
much as f wanted to pay the duty on my cheft. 

It is now about fourteen years fince 1 began, ac- 
cording to my ability, toc^li Tinners to Repentance. 
And I blefs God. though I have had many difcour- 
agements^ I am not yet weary. 1 have not laboured 
in vain God has given me to fee a liiile Fruit of 
my Labour*. Bit fled be His Name, He has walh- 
td m- irjm my fins ; and I know H£ is able to keep 
me from falling, and to enable roe to grow in Grace, 
lilJ He receives me into His Gloky. 

s=THE END.= 



Tie Pastor^s wish for his PeopJe. 

MY Brethren from my Heart belov'd. 
Whose Welfare fills my daily care, 
My present Joy, my Future CrrwH^ 
The Word of Exhortation hear. 

Stand fast upon the solid Rock, 
Of the Redeemer's Rightetusness^ 
Adorn the Gospel with your Lrues^ 
And practice what your Lips profess. 

With pleasure mediate the hour, 
^»en HB descending from the Skies, 
Shall bid your Bodies, mean and vile 
In Hi8 Own Glorious Image rise. 

Glory in HIS dear honored name. 
To HIM inviolably cleave : 
Your all he purchased by his blooI>i 
Nor let him less tlian all receive. 

Such is your P/rj/ew^j faithful charge. 
Whose Soul deaires not yours, but You, 
Oh mar he at the Lord^s Right Hand, 
Himself and all his People view. 



utoKp's PAILTING HYMH. 

OUR Souls by LoV£ together knit. 

Cemented, mix'd in one, 
. .One Hope, one Heart, one Mind, one Voice, 

•Til Heaven on Earth begun ; 
Our Hearts have burn'd while Jesus fpoke. 

And glowed with sacred Fire j 
He ftop'd. and talk'd, and ted, and blerd, % 

And fiU'd the eniarg'd deGre. 

CHORUS A Saviour let Creation fing, 

A SAVIOUR Jet aU Hf aven ring j 
Hfet*s'GoD with us, v>e feel him our$| 
His fulnef^ in our Souls »e pours ; 
'Tis almoft done, 'tis almoft o'er, 
We'er joining them w ho*er gpnc before-* 
- We foon (hall meet to part no more. 

We'er Soldi^^rs fighting for our GOD, 

Let tpeoobling Cowards fly | 
We'll (land gnOiaken firm and fix'd 

'VV'ith Christ ta Hve ^nd die t 
^, X.et devils rage, and Hell aflaii. 

We'll cut our paflage through ; 
Let Foes unite, and Friends de£ert. 

We'll feize the Crown our due. 

The little Cloud increafes (lill. 

The Heav'ns are big with Rain i 
We hafle to catch ihe teeming ShowV, 
V And all its Moidure drain*; 
A Rill, a Sirea.m, a Torrent Sows, 

But pour the mighty Flood ; 
O fweep the Nations, Ihdke che E^tb, 

Till all proclaim Thee God. 
And when THOU niif»k'ft THY jewels up 

And fets thy /iarry Crown^ 
When all THY fparkl.ng gems (hall (hine, 

Proclaim'd b\ THfE iHiHh own ; 
Mav H-e, a lit»le B .nd of LoVE, 

We fi'ir^ers fav'd b*. Gra.e^ 
Fr:>«n Glory into Glok'^ cV.axv^^^ 

Behold THEB FACE to 
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